
 

 

     OAGS News 
It ’s a date… 

Sunday 30 May 

Cadets Leadership Training Day 

Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal 

Door Knock 

 

Wednesday 2 June 

AICES Cross Country 

 

Thursday 3 June 

 

Parents and Players Hockey 

Information Evening 

P & F Meeting  

 

Friday 4 June  

 

Mens and Boys Community Breakfast 

 

Tuesday 8 June 

 

Primary Futsal Competition 

StEPS Eye Screening (Transition) 

 

Wednesday 9 June 

 

SS Futsal Comp (U14 Girls) 

 

Thursday 10 June  

 

SS Futsal Comp (U16/Opens) 

 

Wednesday 16 June 

 

OAGS Onstage  

 

 

ISSUE 8 

Term 2, Week 6 

2021 

From the Headmaster…  
Securing Success in Review Week 8 
I would like to thank the community for providing valuable feedback during 
the online survey held in the latter part of Term 1. Parent, Staff and Student 
Surveys are now complete and will provide valuable data as the Review 
Team prepares to conduct the School Review on site at OAGS during 7 to 
9 June 2021, Week 8.  
 
What to Expect of a School Review? 
The Anglican Schools Corporation School Reviews are designed to produce a review report 
every five years for me as Headmaster, School Council, and Board of the Anglican Schools 
Corporation. This is to assist us in the growth and improvement of the great activities and 
facilities of our school. They are not inspections linked to compliance, such as WHS Audits or 
NESA Registration Inspections. Rather, they are ‘peer reviews’, by teams of experienced 
educators, who evaluate and help to see how the School is going meeting the School and 
Corporation objectives.  
To be most effective, the Review Panel collect valid data through carefully designed surveys 
and interviews. The process is designed to be highly authentic, rigorous, and transparent, and 
has been designed by and is supervised by staff with PhD qualifications in human science 
research. It casts a wide glance across how the School operates into the future. The report 
provided to the Chair of the School Council and I:  

 affirms the School's progress in meeting its objectives and those of the Corporation 
 commends it on actions in progress to address school-identified needs and 

challenges  
 recommends strategies and actions to improve the operations of the School 

Who conducts the Review? 
The review is conducted by an expert panel (see below), composed of suitably qualified 
educators in consultation with me as Headmaster. The review is chaired by an experienced 
Principal from a different school. The Corporation‘s CEO also appoints suitable support staff 
from Group Office to the Panel.  
What happens?  
Prior to the review, surveys and school documents are collected and considered by the Panel. 
During the visit, Panel members conduct interviews and observe organized activities in 
arrangement with the School. These activities are usually arranged to fit within the timetable 
of the School day, although some may be outside school hours.  
 



 

 
It is with keen anticipation that I introduce the Review Panel to you. I look forward to welcoming them to our school.  
 

Meet the review team 
Ian Wake (Chair) BSc DipEd MA MACE 
Principal, St Paul’s Grammar School, Sydney 
Prior to commencing as Principal at St Paul’s Grammar School, Mr Wake was the Principal of 
William Carey Christian School for 9 years, which is a large co-ed Christian school in the south 
west of Sydney. Mr Wake commenced at St Paul’s Grammar School in 2016. St Paul’s offers the 
International Baccalaureate programmes continuously from Pre-K to Year 12 as well as the NSW 
Education Standards Authority (NESA) curriculum. Mr Wake has a Science degree and a Master 
of Arts from Macquarie University and started his teaching as a Chemistry and Biology teacher. 
 

David Hastie (Review Coordinator) BA (Hons), PhD 
Associate Dean, Education Development, Alphacrucis College 
David’s role at Alphacrucis College includes establishing school partnerships, teacher 
recruitment pathways, research, and advocacy as they seek to build the third Australian faith-
affiliated University. Until August 2017 he was Education Strategist for The Anglican Schools 
Corporation. He is an Executive Committee Member of the NSW Institute for Education research, 
and has published in academic and broadsheet media, television news, education, and 
religious sector media. David has also served in a range of other teaching and education 
management roles in NSW rural and urban schools since 1997, most previously as Director of 

Cambridge International Courses at Presbyterian Ladies College, Sydney. He has a teaching background in English, History, 
Christian Studies and Philosophy. 
 
Robyn Gray DipTeach, Dip Bible & Missions 
Assistant Head of Junior School - Chaplain and Wellbeing Rouse Hill Anglican College  
After graduating from teachers college, Robyn completed a further year of training at Moore 
Theological College. She has worked at Rouse Hill Anglican College since 2003, initially part 
time as an RFF teacher, then as Junior School Chaplain. Robyn was appointed Wellbeing Co-
ordinator in 2010 in addition to her Chaplaincy role. Last year she became the Assistant Head 
of Junior School. Robyn has taken on the role of Acting Head of Junior School a number of 
times, including for an eleven month period during 2015/16. Robyn lives in Kellyville and is a 
member of St Pauls Anglican Church Castle Hill where her husband is the Senior Minister. 
 

Alan Dawson BA, BMus, MMusStud, MEdLead 
Principal, Richard Johnson Anglican School 
Alan was recently appointed the new Principal of Richard Johnson Anglican School. Alan has 
held senior positions during his education career spanning some 24 years; including Principal and 
Deputy Principal, Richard Johnson Anglican School; Director of Secondary, Bishop Tyrrell 
Anglican College; Head of Music, St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill, and Director of Music Knox 
Grammar Preparatory School. Alan has made a significant contribution to teaching and learning 
in all the schools he has worked in, and consistently encourages the pursuit of excellence across 
all endeavours. As a leader, Alan understands and has applied the imperatives of vision, 

strategy, empowerment, and distributed leadership to the leadership roles he has undertaken. He enjoys developing the 
leadership abilities of others so that they too might empower others to lead. His ability to build and lead teams, revitalise 
learning environments and achieve strategic goals are all hallmarks of his leadership journey. He understands that 
leadership is not just about getting results; it is about how this is achieved. 
Alan appreciates the value and contribution of each individual in a team and how important these team members are 
to the overall success of a school. Great vision, teamwork, determination, and a clear Christian faith focus are genuine 
companions to Alan’s leadership narrative. By working with individuals to develop their God given gifts he provides 
opportunities for growth not only of the individual team members, but also the team as a whole. As a Christian Leader he 
sees the importance of having a personal relationship with Christ, of modelling this relationship to his colleagues, and by 
doing so, he is able to demonstrate the greatness of our Lord in all his personal actions, when dealing with both the easy 
and difficult aspects of his role. 
 

 



 

Megan Hastie 
Principal, Shellharbour Anglican College 
Megan Hastie was appointed Principal of Shellharbour Anglican College in 2020. Prior to that she was 
Deputy Head (Teaching and Learning) at Blue Mountains Grammar School (2015-2019), and Head of 
Learning and Innovation (2015) and Head of the English faculty (2007-2014) at St Paul’s Grammar 
School. Megan has worked in a wide array of schools, both regional and urban, teaching English, 
Drama and History. She is passionate about integrating learning, wellbeing, and faith into a coherent 
framework, supported by dynamic learning experiences and spaces, to help foster a culture where students grow the 
character, skills, and dispositions to flourish and serve God in the wider world. 

 
Janet Jensen BCom (Hons), PGDip Acc, CA (SA) 
Director of School Services/ Chief Operating Officer Anglican Schools Corporation (ASC) 
Janet is the Director of the Business Partner team at the Anglican Schools Corporation. She is a senior 
finance professional with diverse experience in Australian and international organisations including 
KPMG, Macquarie Bank, Deutsche Bank, Unilever and AGL. Immediately prior to joining ASC in May 
2017, Janet was the Chief Financial Officer at CatholicCare. 
 

Joanne Jeffries BCom CA 
Business Partner, Anglican Schools Corporation 
Joanne is the Business Partner at the Anglican Schools Corporation. In her role as Business Partner, 
Joanne works closely with a portfolio of schools, by providing financial, strategic, and operational 
support and advice to Principals and School Councils. 
Prior to joining ASC in January 2021, Joanne was the Compliance, Risk, and Internal Audit Manager 
at Hudson. Joanne has over 20 years’ experience across financial and management accounting, 
tax, corporate governance, risk, and audit. Joanne also sits on the board of The Eve Project, a not for profit organisation 
that works with women who have experienced trauma and abuse. 
 

Jessica Apperley BCom(Schol), CA 
Business Partner, Anglican Schools Corporation 
Jessica has worked as a Business Partner for the Anglican Schools Corporation since mid-2017. 
Immediately prior, Jessica held various roles within the Corporation’s Group Office Finance and Capital 
Works teams. During her time at University, studying a Bachelor of Commerce (Finance and 
Management), Jessica worked at Nowra Anglican College, a Corporation School, (where she also 
attended as a student), as part of the Administration staff before moving to Sydney and joining Group 

Office. This pathway has enabled Jessica to gain a broad ranging perspective of school operations, both at an individual 
school level and within the wider Corporation context. 
In her role as Business Partner, Jessica works closely with a portfolio of schools, by providing financial, strategic, and 
operational support and advice to Principals and School Councils. Outside of the Corporation, Jessica has previously 
completed a short internship with KPMG as part of the Internal Audit division and obtained her Chartered Accountants 
(CA) post-graduate qualification. Jessica is also involved with the Nowra Show Society as Treasurer and a member of the 
Management Committee. 
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 

 
Sport at OAGS has had another action packed fortnight with State 
Cross Country for Primary, State Touch for Secondary, Netball Gala day 
and to finish it off, our Annual Athletics and Cross Country Assembly. 
 
Last Thursday, Stage 2 to 6 came together to celebrate the 
achievements of some of our students by attending an Athletics and 

Cross Country Assembly held under the Hangar. The Senior and Junior House Captains did a marvelous job of their first 
official duty outside of carnivals by announcing and presenting certificates to their peers. Students who had received Age 
Champion, Reserve Age Champion and Records were all presented with certificates to honour their achievements. There 
was an extra buzz in the air as two Houses won the Champion House Shields; Dinawann winning the Athletics shield and 
Bandhaa winning the Cross Country shield for the first time in 9 years.  
 



 
 
Congratulations to Ruby Macdonald, Charlie Macdonald, Jovi Birkin, Charlie Wright, Daisy Dwyer, Samuel Butt, Skye Napier, 
Samuel Brown, Charlotte Meiring, Kayne Birkin, Milla Jurd, Blake Gleeson, Isla Stringer, Marley Ash, Grace Stringer, Keegan 
Willis, Jessica Curtin, Jacob Norcott, Lily Martin, Bayden Willis, Isabella Noble and  Padraic Dwyer for achieving Age 
Champion in Cross Country.Congratulations to Kate Fox, Vincent Oxenburgh, Nadiya Hazelton, Ezekiel Delaney, Emily 
Meiring, Henry Jones, Lucy Jurd, Hayden Hyde, Miley O’Brien,  Dexter Lloyd, Jocelyn Blair, Ben Polley, Charli Hunter, Benjamin 
Postma, Hayden Spedding, Olivia Hazelton-Berry, Oliver Colgan, Adelaide Webster, Rhys Johnston, Reala Glanford and  Jock 
Johnston  on achieving Reserve Age Champion. 

Congratulations to Nenyasha Ndlovu, Charlie Macdonald, Jessica McGreal, Sashreek Kaipu, Emily Meiring, Samuel Butt, 
Skye Napier, Samuel Brown, Genevieve McGoldrick, Kayne Birkin, Elyse Stringer, Jocelyn Blair, Blake Gleeson, Charli Hunter, 
Harrison Brown, Elli Wilson, Keegan Willis, Olivia Hazelton-Berry, Oliver Colgan, Adelaide Webster, Bayden Willis, Emily 
Patterson and Ryan Chirenje for achieving Age Champion in Athletics and Ruby Macdonald, Vincent Oxenburgh, 
Annabelle Davis, Ezekiel Delaney, Daisy Dwyer,  Patrick Blair, Lucy Jurd, Liam Postma, Miley O’Brien, Dexter Lloyd,  Imogen 
Johnston, Milla Jurd, Ben Polley, Isla Stringer, Noah Smith, Grace Stringer, Hayden Spedding, Jessica Curtin, Jacob Norcott, 
Lily Martin, Bryce Elsegood, Reala Glanford and  Jock Johnston for achieving Reserve Age Champion in Athletics. Jocelyn 
Blair, Isla Stringer, Elli Wilson, Olivia Hazelton-Berry, Milla Jurd, Adelaide Webster, Georgia Oakes, Holly Lane, Blake Gleeson, 
Nate Lee, Bayden Willis and Kayne Birkin all recorded new records at the Athletics Carnival. 

           
Wednesday is always a busy day for Kindergarten through to Year 10 as they move to different locations around the school 
and town for their sport. Year Six is at the Tennis Centre learning how to play tennis, Year 5 are at United Dance, Year 1 are 
doing Gymnastics at Central West Gymnastics, Year 2 are dancing with Mrs Hudson and Kindergarten and Stage 2 are 
having loads of fun learning about fundamental skills. Secondary school is spread across the campus with AFL, 
Orienteering, Volleyball, Multisport, Alpaca group and RSF Cadet program happening as well as a select few who get to 
cruise the mountain for Mountain Biking.   
Options for Term 3 sport for Secondary will be emailed out to students in Week 7.  
 
Mrs Dominique Hutchinson  
Head of Sport 
 
AICES Touch Football Carnival 
 
On the Wednesday the 26th of May Miss Tilburg, Mr Doyle, ten Orange 
Anglican Grammar School students and four Kinross Wolaroi students 
woke up, braved the wet and cold 4am morning and travelled to Penrith. 
They arrived to join their other Western Associated Schools (WAS) 
teammates from Macquarie Anglican Grammar School at Penrith for the AICES Touch Football Carnival.  

 
U15 WAS Boys  
It was a much warmer and sunnier day in Sydney and the U15 boys were off to a cracking 
start winning their first game against New Anglican Schools Sports Association 3:1.  
 
Their next game was much closer against Independent Sydney and Districts Schools Sports 

Association. The WAS players remained very composed against a very vocal and physical team, which resulted in a 2 all 
draw. Isaac Clarke crossed the line scoring the only two tries of the game. The other players were very unlucky not to  
 



 
secure points, with a number of ball handling issues and phantom touches, when across the tryline, which kept the score 
at a deadlock. 
 
The Third game was a missed opportunity as the team were complacent 
against Southern Anglican Schools Sports Association and went down 4:2. 
Marley Ash really stood out in defence and attack and earned a try for his 
efforts. The WAS team went on to play Combined Districts Secondary Sports 
Association in what looked a favourable start with a strong lead, to then go 
down to a narrow loss 5:3. Nate Lee bagged his try in this round.  
 
Keegan Willis was marked closely all day and was prevented from using his 
speed, after trialling a strategy. It  paid off against Hills Zone Sports Association 
with him striding away from the defence, and getting a double and our only points for the match with a 4:2 result. The final 
game of the day had the WAS players matched against the overall winners of the day, Hunter Region Independent 
Schools. The WAS players crossed the try line a number of times, but were limited to just the one try in a 6:1 loss.  
 
The Orange Anglican Grammar School students representing the WAS u15 representative side were a real asset in setting 

up other team mates, and scoring the majority of points throughout the day. Ten tries were a result of the 
talented, fast, agile and competitive players with one try to Nate Lee, two to Keegan Willis, three to 
Marley Ash, and leading try scorer with four was Isaac Clarke. Coach's Award and Player’s Player also 
went to Isaac. 
 
The Selectors were particularly impressed with one player from the U15 
boys, U15 girls and Senior girls WAS teams. Isaac Clarke was named as a 
shadow player for the AICES U15 representative side, for the CIS carnival to 
be held in a few months in Sydney. Despite being younger than the other 
players, and carrying a number of injuries, Isaac showed a lot of heart on 
the field to stand out and remain consistent in his performance, despite the 
challenges. OAGS congratulates Isaac and wishes him all the best with his 

future representative games.  
U15 WAS Girls  
The WAS U15 Girls played extremely well throughout the entire AICES carnival.  The first game 
kicked off at 9:00am sharp. The U15 WAS Girls team was a mix of Orange Anglican Grammar 
girls and Dubbo Macquarie Anglican Grammar girls. The teamwork, encouragement and 
sportsmanship that these girls displayed would have made anyone think that these girls have known each other for years 
and not only 2 minutes! These girls had a fantastic day with lots of tries scored and friendship made that will last a lifetime. 

Congratulations to all of the OAGS girls on their 
efforts throughout the day.  
Jocelyn Balir, Josie Fuller, Lucy martin, Isla stringer, 
Elli Wilson and Charli Hunter. 
 
Chris Doyle 
WAS U15 boys Coach  
Abby Tilburg  
WAS U15 Girls Coach  
 
 

 
Primary HICES Cross Country Carnival  
 
Mr Lipscomb and I had the pleasure of taking 40 keen runners to Blue 
Mountains Grammar School for the HICES Cross Country Carnival. With an 
early start, our athletes were very excited to walk the course on arrival at 
BMGS. After walking the course, the first event of the day were our 9 year old 
boys followed by the 9 year old girls. There were some fast runners in these 
fields. Up next were the 10 year old boys, 10 year old girls, 11 year old boys 
and 11 year old girls. Our day finished with the 12 year old boys and 12 year 
old girls. All our athletes raced their hardest on a tough course and were  



 
 
excellent sportsmen both on and off the track. Our students should be very proud of their efforts on the day. OAGS finished 
in second place in Division 2. A special mention to the following athletes who placed in the top 4 athletes in Division 2 of 
their age groups;  
Nadiya Hazelton - 4th  
Jovi Birkin - 1st  
Sam Butt - 3rd 
Daisy Dwyer - 4th  
Sam Brown - 1st 
Skye Napier - 2nd  
Lucy Jurd - 3rd  
Charlotte Meiring - 4th  
 
A big congratulations to Jovi Birkin, Daisy Dwyer, Sam Brown, Skye Napier, Lucy Jurd and Charlotte Meiring who placed in 
the top 10 for their age groups overall and will compete at the CIS Cross Country carnival in June.  
 
Miss Stephanie Harrison 

    

     
 
 
Netball NSW Schools Cup Dubbo  
On Thursday the 27th of May Orange Anglican Grammar school had 9 netball teams compete in the All Schools Netball 
NSW schools Cup. All students got up extra early to travel to dubbo for the exciting day. All students had a fantastic time 
playing netball, showing great sportsmanship and enthusiasm throughout the day. Congratulations to all of the students 
who participated. I would like to give a massive thank you to the parent helpers who came along on the day - Emma 
Davis and Nicole Cox, without their help our players would not have been able to experience this day. I would also like to 
thank the secondary students who gave up their time to coach and umpire as well - Georgia Oakes, Tiffany Pretorius, 
Jessica Curtin, Megan Cox, Emily Patterson and Lily Martin. Thank you to our teacher helpers Miss Steph Harrison and Mrs 
Jess Nyers-Saunders for coaching as well! Thank you to all helpers!  
 
Teams at the Netball NSW Schools Cup  
U9 Sour Patch Kids - Coached By Georgia Oakes 
U10 Pythons - coached by Emma Davis  
U11 Bullets - Coached by Mrs Jessica Nyers-Saunders umpired by Tiffany Pretorius  
U12 Chomps - Coached by Megan Cox  
U13 Sour Straps - Coached by Lily Martin  
U13 Twizzlers - Coached by Emily Patterson 
U14 Zappos - Coached by MIss Abby Tilburg 
U14 Crunches - Coached by Nicole Cox  
U15 Fizzers - Coached by Miss Steph Harrison  
 



 
 
I would like to give a special congratulations to the U14 Zappos coached by Miss Abby Tilburg  and U13 Sour Straps 
coached by Lily Martin who have been successful in moving forward to the next round of the netball NSW Schools Cup. 
These two teams won all of their games in their pools! These two teams will proceed to the next round  in Orange on the 
23rd of June. Congratulations girls!  

   

    
Hockey  
Oh what a team! With only 50% of the U16’s Killer Pythons ever having played hockey, it was safe to say that I was looking 
forward to a fun and laid back season of hockey, nothing too competitive. Oh how I was wrong! The team, which is made 
up predominantly of Year 10 students, are off to a great start tallying 1 win, 2 draws, 2 losses; sitting third on the ladder and 
gaining the respect of the hockey community. This is definitely a team to watch this season.  
 
Upcoming Games 
Monday 31st May: OAGS U18s Jellybeans v KWS Thunder- 6:30pm 
(Smith)  
Monday 31st May : OAGS U16s Killer Pythons V KWS Heat - 5:30pm 
(Davis)  
Wednesday 2nd: OAGS OP Pineapples v Molong Zebras 6:30pm (Smith)  
Friday 28th May: OAGS U14s Favourites v CYMS Bandits - 4:30pm (Davis)  
Monday 7th June:  OAGS U18s Jellybeans v KWS Bulls - 6:30pm (Smith)  
Monday 31st May : OAGS U16s Killer Pythons v CYMS Cavaliers - 5:30pm 
(Davis) 
Wednesday 9th June: OAGS OP Pineapples v Confederates Dragons - 
4:30pm (Davis)  
Friday 4th June: OAGS U14s Favourites v KWS Spurs - 4:30pm (Smith)  
 
 



 
 
AICES  Hockey  
On Monday 17th May, Year 12 student Megan Cox travelled to Pennant Hills with the AICES team to trial for a position in 
the CIS Open Girls hockey team. This was a historic moment for OAGS with Megan being the first student to make it this far 
for hockey. After playing a number of trial games, Megan was successful at making the possible and probable game 
where she was narrowly overlooked for the NSW State Hockey goalkeeper.  
We are so very proud of Megan and her drive to succeed and give everything a go.  

   
Amanda Jewell 
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CAPA Camp 2021 - 
Ridgecrest Lake 
Burrendong  
 
For three days last week 60 
of OAGS’ most creative 
students traveled to Lake 
Burrendong to attend the 
inaugural OAGS CAPA 
Camp. For 3 days, 
musicians, visual artists and 
actors honed their skills, 
engaging in a mixture of 
intensive sessions and 
more informal activities.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Members of the Senior Concert Band rehearsed several 
pieces that will be presented at upcoming concerts and the 
Orange Eisteddfod. The longer rehearsals and sectional work 
allowed the ensemble to engage deeply with the music, 
which resulted in a better understanding of the pieces and a 
better quality of performance.  

 
The Senior Vocal Ensemble also benefited from the quality 
time spent in rehearsal. Our vocalists were able to refine 
and improve their performances of familiar pieces, as well 
as learning some fun new songs in three-part harmony! 
Given the restrictions around singing that our choirs have 
been navigating over this past year, the progress of this 
ensemble was amazing.  

 
 
 
 
The purpose of the sessions for the students who did Visual Arts at the recent 
CAPA camp was to focus on drawing techniques that reflected their 
connection to the natural environment. Charcoal, graphite and ink 
provided the opportunity to insert their own creativity into a project that they 
then worked on for the duration of the camp.  Traditional and 
contemporary approaches to art-making were offered. Students were 
encouraged to embrace spontaneity and chance to inform their ideas.  
 
Following on from the initial response to the environment students undertook 
a sculpture survey of practices used by land and environment artists 
encouraging individual exploration 
of creative concepts, the students 
developed skills in the use of 
sculpture techniques, design 

concepts, and safety practices for creating three-dimensional sculptures in the 
natural environment using only found objects and the use of limited art materials. 
This culminated in an exhibition and performance art event.  
 
The Visual language was an integral component of their time spent engaged in 
their sculptural  practices and the end result communicated ideas through 
experience.  
The exploration, development and resolution of their artworks and installations 
was outstanding. Their experiments with, and development and refinement, their 
use of materials, techniques and processes and how they have communicated 
their intention and connection with the natural environment had a profound and 
lasting impact on everyone that experienced it. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Drama students had a wonderful time working in collaboration with each other, 
playbuilding and working on their performance skills. Students commented on 
the incredible energy felt in the drama room as they used their voices and 
bodies to build characters, monologues and individual performances.  
The focus from students and the quality of their work was a testament to their 
passion for Drama and the performing arts. 

 
Leanne Sullivan Visit  
Music students of the brass persuasion were privileged to work with world class trumpet player, 
Leanne Sullivan this week. Leanne is a specialist in period instruments, particularly those from the 
Renaissance and Baroque, when trumpets were very different to the modern valved instruments of 
today. Leanne is in Orange for a week as Artist in Residence at the Conservatorium thanks to Musica 
Viva Australia and the Godfrey Turner Memorial Music Trust. 
 

The brass ensemble met to rehearse under Leanne’s guidance playing a piece by 
Giovanni Gabrieli from the 1500’s. She gave some background on how the music 
would have been performed and what life was like for a trumpeter in the courts of 
Europe. 
Leanne also spent time with the Stage 5 Music class where she played the ‘Natural 
Trumpet’ and talked about the history and development of the instrument. Thank you 

to Mrs Colgan who provided the 
accompaniment in this lesson. 
 
 
The Student Lunchtime Concert series continues to be very popular amongst our 
students. Congratulations to all our performers, and to all the students who attend the 
concerts to support their peers. Students have been asked to only sign up to perform 
once per term so that places are available for all students.  
Mrs Colgan.  
 
 
 

 
“Animal Farm” at the Orange Civic Theatre  
Drama students in Stages 5 and 6 were inspired by the 
incredible work of Shake and Stir Theatre Company. 
“Animal Farm” was an explosion of concept based 
physical theatre, with actors on stage using their bodies to 
create the many animals on “Animal Farm”.  
For many students this was an introduction into the world 
of modern contemporary theatre and provided a model 
for the many elements of drama and styles and 
techniques of theatre that they have been learning 
about.  

 



 
 
 
 
Orange Science and Engineering Challenge - 2021 
 
Good day Parents and Caregivers, 
 
On the 06 May, 29 students represented our school at the Orange Science and Engineering Challenge, held at Kinross 
Wolaroi School. Working in teams of 3 or 4 students, they were tasked with eight separate challenges of which 2 were all 
day tasks (the bridge building and hovercraft) and the 6  remaining challenges made up of half day challenges. All 
students participated to a high standard and enjoyed the day and the learning it provided.  
 
At the end of the challenge we were placed 5th and given that half our team were made up of Year 8 and 9 students, 
they performed admirably against the Year 10 students fielded by the other schools. Also, there were only 60 points 
separating 5th place to 2nd place and we won the Future Power challenge and were 2nd in the Bridge Building challenge. 
 
The experiences gained particularly for the younger members should hold them in good stead for the future, as discussion 
with coordinators on the day suggest that the challenge is proposed to be a regular event.  
 
A huge well done to all students who participated and my thanks to you for your support and encouragement of their 
participation. 
 
Peter Reid Snr 
Secondary Science Teacher 

   
 

             
 

     
 
 
 



 
 
 
OAGS Community Prayer Night  
  
On Thursday of Week 4, we held our OAGS Community Prayer Night for 
Term 2.  Some of the things we prayed for included:  
- The camps that will be happening this term 
- Members of the community (Staff, Parents and Students) who are 
struggling with health and/or recovering from major health procedures 
- OAGS' building plans for the Library/Admin Hub,  ACE and the STEM 
Centre 
We also gave thanks for God's provisions seen in the many wonderful 
things currently happening at OAGS such as:  
- OAGS Staff who do their jobs incredibly well to ensure that the school 
continues to be a great place to learn. 
- The launch of various programs such as EAGLE, Agriculture, Christian Leadership Groups and for the staff and    
  students who make these programs possible and thrive. 
It was a wonderful night of focusing on our school and an opportunity for us to let our requests be made known to God.  If 
you would like a copy of our Prayer and Praise points, please email sally.francis@oags.nsw.edu.au 
  
Dave Whittingham & Sally Francis 
 
OAGS Canteen  
National Volunteers Week took place 
on the 17th to 23rd of May (Week 5). 
To all our volunteers, past and 
present, we thank you.  If you see our 
parent volunteers (Kay H pictured 
with Miranda B) out and about at 
school please let them know they are 
doing a fantastic job! We also can't 
forget all of our students who volunteer their break time 
willingly to serve our OAGS community. We always 
welcome new parent volunteers.  If you have some spare 
time (whether it be 10 minutes or half a day) and would like 
to help out att the OAGS Canteen, please email 
canteen@oags.nsw.edu.au.  
 
Sally Francis 
 

CHESS 

STOP PRESS…..NSW Secondary Schools Knockout Competition (Round 3) - 28 May 
21 - WINNERS 

The OAGS senior Team (Scott McGoldrick, Rhys Johnston, Archie Casey, Rebecca 
Kemp) travelled to Bathurst to play St Stanislaus College today. What an impressive 
building described by many as “Hogwarts”….We were ushered into a Trophy Room 
full of Memorabilia (hopefully OAGS will have the same in years to come) 
remembering the past, demonstrating our growth and celebrating the 
achievements of past students. Best venue …quiet, spacious…something we have 
not had at previous venues. 

The opposing Team comprising three Y12 students did not intimidate our players 
faced by their strongest opposition yet……the Result was a convincing win to OAGS  



 

(3-1). It has been pleasing to watch our players develop and grow from the experiences of these competition games. The 
first game completed after 35 

minutes, with the others completing at 45 min, 55 min and 85minutes. My thanks to Mr Joe Cummins who changed his 
weekly schedule to travel to Bathurst to support the team. 

OAGS Competition.  
We have completed the second round of the OAGS internal competition looking to determine the Senior and Junior 
Secondary and Primary Champions. 
 
Primary Schools Competition.  
The Orange District Primary Schools Competition will be held on Wed 21 (orange Christian School) and Thursday 22 July 
(Millthorpe PS). OAGS have entered teams in the Advanced, Intermediate and novice categories. Participants will be 
selected from the results of the OAGS competition and regular attendance on Thursday Chess Club. The school will take 
several teams via bus each day to participate in this event which will be great fun as well as developing skills to prepare 
players for future secondary schools competitions. The strength and continued success of any school is to invest in the 
future by developing our juniors. 

My thanks also to the support from the school staff and executive allowing Chess skills to flourish and grow in our 
community.  

Mr Terry Nye 
Chess Coordinator    
 

CADETS – 252 ACU 

This term we have partnered with the local Rural Fire Service to introduce a modified RFS program to introduce cadets to 
learning new skills (especially practical) and learn about another community service organisation. Feedback from the 
cadets has been overwhelmingly positive. My thanks to Mr Kyle Palmer for organising the RFS to support this initiative and 
also for giving up his time on Monday afternoon/evening to gather his RFS team to arrive with fire trucks and gear.   

Leadership Day.            
To be held on Sunday 30 May. This is a 3 pronged approach to improve the skills of the adult helpers, the cadet rank plus 
also develop and qualify selected Y8, 9 and 10 cadets for future leadership in the unit. This is essential if we are to continue 
to grow and have a quality organisation that prepares and develops our youth to be effective leaders within OAGS and 
also in the community post school. 

Future Dates 

19/20 June.    Bivouac overnight onsite at OAGS. Start is 1300h Sat till 1300h 
Sunday. Aim to prepare unit for first away Biv in Term 3 and the AFX 
26 Jun - 3 Jul.  NSW AAC BDE Promotions Courses (selected personnel only) 
Dates tbc         2/21 Recruit Induction weekend 
Dates tbc         T3 Biv Marrangaroo Army Camp (Lithgow) 
18 – 26 Sep.    NSW AFX (Annual Field Exercise). Our major activity for 2021. 
Hosted by NSW AAC BDE for all units from NSW, ACT and Norfolk Island. Further 
details tba. 
5-6 Nov           T4 Biv (Singleton)         
4 Dec            Ceremonial Parade – parents, families and friends most 
welcome 
4 Dec.              Unit Formal Dinner 

   

CAPT (AAC) Terry Nye 
Officer Commanding 

 



 
 

Early Learning  - Exploring Mathematical Concepts Everyday 
 
Today as one of the students arrived they were counting and they were up to 1048. I asked them if they had been counting 
all the way from home. “Yes” as they continued to count and sanitise their hands. Learning about and exploring 
mathematical concepts in and around our environment is a great way to build mathematical knowledge and a deep 
understanding of mathematical concepts and vocabulary.  Maths is everywhere – in the playground, at the shops, at 
home and on the drive from home to school. It is important to look for these opportunities and encourage your child to 
experiment and explore mathematics. These experiences help children develop specific skills related to maths. There are 
many activities that provide rich and meaningful contexts to explore mathematical concepts.  
Some activities to develop mathematical language are: Using specific terms when asking for items. For example, ask your 
child to get the ‘one litre’ milk bottle from the fridge. When you are cooking, discuss different measurements used, such as 
teaspoons, millilitres, litres, and cups, or have your child measure out the ingredients. When cooking together you can also 
talk about empty and full as well as fractions. As you walk, talk and play together describe your child’s movements. For 
example as they climb ‘over’ the fence, slide ‘between’ the poles, and swing ‘under’ the monkey bars. This helps your 
child understand language related to spatial awareness. Talking about how many bowls to put out for dinner or counting 
items as you put away the groceries are simple ways to build your child’s mathematical understanding. 
Read the days and dates on a calendar, talk about the number of days in the month, the number of days remaining until 
a special event, etc. 
It may take time for your child to use these terms and language effectively, however, regular exposure to mathematical 
talk  and activities are a strong support for future learning. 
 
If you have any questions about engaging your child in mathematics in the Early Years, please don't hesitate to contact 
me. Sally.Drury@oags.nsw.edu.au 
 
Sally Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator 

              

   
 

 

 



 
 

 
The Headmaster, Rev Stringer along with the Deputy, Mr Hazelton are delighted to 
announce two strategic moments for our senior OAGS students and staff in 2021. 
Recently much has been said in the media and social culture regarding consent, 
personhood and wellbeing. As a means to building community, invest in our young 
adults and provide an opportunity for role modelling and support, the following 
events have been confirmed.  
 
June 4, 2021 8:20am - 9:10am ‘Non-toxic Masculinity’ 

All male students from year 10, 11 and 12 along with all male staff will gather for a morning of community, role modelling 
and support. This session will be hosted by Al Stewart, a highly regarded motivational speaker and author of ‘Men - Firing 
Through All of Life’. Men young and old will enjoy a bacon and egg roll and some discussion around the issues facing 
young people today. Whilst an early start is required, 8:20am, our senior boys are strongly encouraged to make every 
effort possible to attend. There is no cost to families for this event. 
 
November 10, 2021 1:50pm - 3pm ‘Positive Female Psychology’ 
All female students from year 10, 11 and 12, along with all female staff will gather for an afternoon of community, role 
modelling and support. This session will be hosted by current Australian Olympian and founder of the ‘Love Mercy’ 
foundation Eloise Wellings. Eloise’ reputation is highly regarded in terms of both her connection with young women and 
her work to help them navigate life with respect, wellbeing, resilience and a healthy sense of identity. Women young 
and old will enjoy an afternoon tea together. There is no cost to families for this event.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 


