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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
9 November 2018 
 
From the Headmaster…  
  
Remembrance Day is upon us this Sunday. Whilst as a whole 
School community we do not assemble at weekends, I 
encourage you all to gather in remembrance as a wider 
community at Robertson Park. As Australians, we remember 
what was lost, what was gained and the value of peace. I have 

asked our OAGS historian, Mr Luke Simkins to share with us his reflections on 
Remembrance Day, so that we might better consider, understand and share with our 
children, the importance of this day.  
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 2018 
100 years since the Great War 
 
The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month marks the 100th anniversary of the end of 
the First World War. The war to end all wars, or so they thought. World War I often falls 
to the wayside in people’s minds, often hidden in it’s obscurity and seemingly 
unassuming nature, its horrors forgotten by most of the world the day the survivors 
passed away. It is such an integral aspect of the characterisation of our modern world 
that it is impossible to understand why we sit here today without remembering the 
fallen. That is what this day is 
about. Not a celebration of war’s 
exultation, but a day of 
contemplation as we are called 
to remember the millions of lives 
laid down to achieve peace. 
And so we shall.  
 
To be able to honour the memory of the fallen, we must first understand why there 
was a war to begin with. The European powers dominated the world stage and 
tensions between them had reached their peak, each country readying itself for war 
as early as 1890. The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-
Hungarian throne on the 28th June 1914 set in motion a series of events that led to 
countries in all seven continents becoming involved and by Christmas 1914, 20 million 
men were at war. The equivalent of the entirety of Australia sent to war by the end of 
the first four months. The war ended in 1918, after four years of brutal massacre and 
death. Yet at the same time, they were four years of bravery, of courage, of self-
sacrifice and of love. For all who fought did it to protect the very thing we take for 
granted….freedom.  
 
I could tell you the exact list of dates and events, give you the numbers of those lost 
and the great financial cost, but that does not mean anything. You see, history is 
more than just words on a page. It is the only way we can hope to understand our 
ancestors, our past. History is at its core about people. It tries to capture the most awe-
inspiring moments of triumph as well as the most earth-shattering of all losses and 
World War I was both. So many innocent lives lost yet so much strength gained. A 
beginning as well as an end and still, we can never truly understand the loss, the pain 
felt by every mother, sister, father, brother, child. However, we must try, we owe it to 
them.  
 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important 

dates please find the live 
calendar on the Website: 

http://www.oags.nsw.edu.a
u/notes-info 

 
 

Year 7 Orientation 
15 November 2018 

 
Instrument Tryout Day 

15 November 2018 
 

Dudley Debating Cup 
15 November 2018 

 
LEAP Program excursion 

21 November 2018 
 

Year 7 – 10 Exams 
9-23 November 2018 

 
Year 7 2019 Information 

Evening 
21 November 2018 

 
OAGS Dance Showcase 

22 November 2018 
 

Business Studies Excursion 
23 November 2018 

 
OAGS Community 
Christmas Carols 
4 December 2018 

 
Year 6 Celebration 
10 December 2018 

 
Presentation Night 
12 December 2018 

 



                        
The Australians that went to war walked the same streets, breathed the same air, had the same hopes and dreams. Just 
because we did not live through it ourselves does not make it any less worth remembering or any less important as every 
single part of history has defined the world we live in today, the people we are. We also recognise the ‘enemy’s’ losses, 
those of the Indian, Indonesian and African soldiers that fought with us. Why? Because it was a war of kings, of politics 
and power, not of the common person. Even more than that though, we do it because we are all human and in that 
we are all the same. There is no such thing as race other than the human race. Countries are nothing but sketches 
pencilled in on a map, however, as a people we are one.  
 
The soldiers did not ask for war nor did they invite it upon themselves. They were the victims of our failure to create peace 
and this is at the core of what today is about. Preventing such a terror from sweeping the world up again in its clutches. 
Like all things touched by the human condition, the fight for peace is flawed but over and over again we try. In peace, 
we place all of our hope and having given one’s life for peace is the noblest and purest of all sacrifices. What is different 
today compared to one hundred years ago, is that we have the gift of hindsight. We have the ability to see the ravages 
of war, the devastation left in its wake and apply that to our own time. Only, we do not. We are almost eager to involve 
ourselves in wars overseas, staring at the images on our television screens with frightening apathy. Apathy is the greatest 
enemy of empathy and it is something we should not let entrap us. For what you fail to feel something for is a life, brutally 
ripped from a person. A girl. A boy. A community. A morally righteous war does exist, although we must remember to 
ask ourselves whose morals those are. 
 
And so, one more year out of 100 has gone by since the First World War, yet at the same time the lessons it teaches us 
are more relevant than ever in this world that is veering too far away from the peace that tens of millions gave their lives 
to keep. How do we honour them? Through remembrance and in the keeping of that peace. The 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month, we remember. For as Aaron Kilbourn said, “the dead soldier’s silence sings our national anthem.” 
 
Mr Simkins 
Teacher of History 
 
Our prayer this Sunday is ‘Father of all, we are your family, and you call us to live as brothers and sisters. Help us to 
overcome the barriers that divide people and nations one from another. Bless every effort being made to bring peace 
and understanding to the world, so that we may learn your ways and serve your will. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen’ 
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 
 
Music Finale Concert  

 
Congratulations to all students who performed in our 
Finale Concert on Thursday night. In celebration of our 
booming co-curricular instrumental and vocal programs, 
more than 50 students performed in 8 different ensembles. 
Our new Stage 3 and 4 choir, Mediant (a musical term for 
a note in the middle) were stunning in their debut 
performance. It was wonderful to hear the progress of 
every one of the ensembles - particularly Beginner Band 
who have made incredible progress throughout their first 

year on their instruments. Thank you to the more than 100 parents who came along, and to all parents who continue to 
support their child in learning an instrument and being part of our ever-expanding co-curricular program. 
 

            
 



                        

Primary Awards 
Our Primary Week 3 awards assembly recognised a record number of students that have achieved Bronze (60 dojo 
points), Silver (120 dojo points) and Gold (180 dojo points) certificates.  Well done to all those who are being 
acknowledged for going above and beyond in class and in the wider school community. Your efforts are not going 
unnoticed. 

 

 
Instrumental Music 2019 
 
Now is the time to start thinking about music in 2019. Whether your child is looking to start out or is continuing on their 
musical journey it’s time to consider instruments, tutors and what aspects of the school music programme you want to 
be involved in. The number of students undertaking music tuition grew substantially this year and we would like to see 
the programme expand into 2019. 
In an exciting development OAGS took delivery of some new instruments last week, this will allow us to begin our own 
hire scheme for students. Not only will this make the cost of participation in the instrumental 
programme cheaper, it will help to provide a quality instrument to those who want to start playing. 
The aim is to continue to grow the instrumental resources to the point where we are self sufficient. 
The new instruments include 2 trombones, 2 trumpets, 3 clarinets and 2 flutes. 
Applications are now open for places in the Beginner Music Programme in 2019. Forms are 
available from the office or can be downloaded here. Applicants will have the chance to try 
some of the instruments next week on Thursday. For those who were unable to attend the Beginner 
Music Information evening last week, a brief rundown of the key points can be found here. 
A survey of all continuing students and their instrument requirements will be undertaken during 
Week 6. This is important for our planning processes so we know how many tutors we will need and 
which ensembles are viable. 
Thinking of purchasing an instrument for your child for Christmas? Please contact Mr Annett if you would like information 
on what to buy and the best deals available. 
 
Mr Noel Annett and Mrs Priscilla Colgan  
OAGS Music Department 
 
Year 12 GRIP Leadership Conference   
 
Last Thursday, the 2019 Year 12s went on an excursion to the Grip Leadership Conference in Dubbo. This was an exciting 
experience that was both valuable and entertaining. Throughout the day there were many different activities including 
workshops on Top Tips for House Captains; How to involve more people in school events; How to maximise my 
contribution to my team; How to create an amazing school culture; How to choose and advance a cause and many 
more. This day was very eye opening and inspiring. I believe that it was a positive experience for all the students who 
attended and I’m sure they all left with renewed enthusiasm and excitement.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jess Windus 
Year 12 Vice Captain 
 
 



                        

From the Sport Department 
 
OAGS teams join the Orange Basketball Competition 
It is was with excitement last week that OAGS Secondary Students played their first round of games in the local 
basketball competition at Orange PCYC. 2018 marks the first time the school has entered teams in the boys and girls 
high school divisions and our OAGS boys came away with a win against Kinross in their first game last Monday night. 
Good luck to both teams for the season ahead.   

 

Movember 2019 

If you happen to spot a few of the male staff members looking a little different, it may well be due to their newly acquired 
(or slowly appearing) moustaches. 
 
But what is this all in aid of? 
  
For the entire month of Movember, the MO’AGS team will be raising money for Men’s Health initiatives including funding 
research in testicular and prostate cancer as well a number of mental health initiatives in our community. In a show of 
support, some of our female staff are also doing their bit, taking part in ‘Move’mber where they are committing to 
completing 60km of movement in the month. Our Mo Bro’s and Mo Sista’s will also be using the opportunity to raise 
awareness and create conversation around how we can look after our own mental health and how to be supportive 
of others when times get tough. 
  
If you would like to support our team, (and find out who is donning a moustache for the month), donations can be made 
at https://moteam.co/mo-ags-men-and-women 
  
I promise some progress shots of the moustaches will follow in the next newsletter. 
  
Thank you for your support 
  
Mr Ben Doyle 
MO’AGS Team Captain 
 
NAIDOC Week 2018 
 

On Monday the 29th of October, it was with great honour 
that a number of students represented Orange Anglican 
Grammar School in the 2018 NAIDOC Week (Orange) 
March . The group of students included our Junior and 
Senior School Leaders as well as a contingent of Junior and 
Senior School students. After the March, the Orange 
Naidoc Week Opening Ceremony was held in Robertson 
Park. Bailey Peckham, from Stage 2 Bermuda, received a 
NAIDOC Week Encouragement Award in recognition of 
his efforts in and out of the classroom. Well done Bailey! 
After the ceremony, the students enjoyed a free sausage 
sizzle and could browse the many stalls provided by 
community organisations, meeting Elders and witnessing 
what a wonderful Indigenous community we have in 
Orange. NAIDOC Week (Orange) is held in late October, 

early November each year to take advantage of the warmer weather and term time. 
Orange’s NAIDOC celebrations are one of the largest in Wiradjuri Country. 
 
Ms Karelle Taylor  
Teacher/Librarian  
 
 
 



                        

NAIROC 2018 
 
On Wednesday 31st October, the Primary Drama Club were taken to the Orange Function Centre to perform in NAIROC 
(National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee) celebrations. NAIROC, a play on the acronym NAIDOC 
and the work Rock (Rock Eisteddfod) is a performing arts competition aimed at encouraging Indigenous students to 
perform on stage and to showcase their talent, as well as providing the opportunity for the wider community to get 
actively involved and contribute to the NAIDOC Week celebrations. The students performed two items, ‘The Bunyip Will 
Get You’ (our Eisteddfod piece) and ‘You are My Heart and Soul’ (a poem about why we love our mothers). The students 
represented the school proudly, and were able to watch a number of top quality performances from other schools. It 
was a great opportunity for the students to be involved in the NAIDOC Week celebrations, and plans are already being 
made for next year. Also, it was a pleasure to see our students join in a game of Duck, Duck, Goose with the children 
from Yarrawong Day Care Centre. 
 
Mr Kyle Palmer                                  
Drama Club Co-ordinator 
    

 

Year 7 Girls - Building Relationships through Service 
 
Last Tuesday, all of the year 7 girls had a day of team bonding to 
strengthen and create new friendships. It was all about being happy and 
comfortable with everyone in our year and to just have a good day with 
all the girls! 
The day started off with some shredding which was writing someone’s 
name on a piece of paper that you forgive and why you forgive them 
then putting it into the paper shredder to get it off your heart and to forget 
about it. 
Then we had baking in groups of 3 where we made chocolate chip cookies, coconut macaroons and Anzac biscuits 
to take to a nursing home called Wontama, so we could chat to some of the residents and give them a yummy treat to 
say thank you. It was a great experience and very interesting to talk to some elderly people. 
 

For lunch, we went to the beautiful Cook Park and had 
some Domino's pizza in the rotunda. After lunch we 
played a game to test and improve our teamwork skills, 
the aim of the game was to keep a large beach ball off 
the ground to do this we had to spread out and hit the 
beach ball  into the air as many times as we could each 
time having a different person hitting it, Trust me it was a 
lot harder than it sounds! Our longest time was about a 
minute and a half. 

 
After our game, we hopped back onto the bus and went back to school, where we decorated 
a cookie for 1 other girl with icing, sprinkles and edible flowers. 

  
The whole day was very fun and we learnt a lot about friendships and all 
the year 7 girls at our school. It was a very special privilege to go and see 
the elderly people and personally I’m very grateful that we got to 
go!                                                                
Thank you to Mr Brown, Mrs Huntly and Mrs Daugherty for leading the day 
and helping us, and also Reverend Stringer & Mr Hazelton for driving us in 
the minibus to and from school!  
  
Alison Lyons 
Year 7 Student 

 
 

 



                        

OAGS Annual Short Story Competition 
Leading up to July we hosted the OAGS Annual Short Story Competition sponsored by Central West Publishing. The 
objective of the competition is to provide a platform for young writers and to 
encourage them further. 
  
We are pleased to announce that the following students entered stories that were 
selected and compiled in a story book published by Central West Publishing: 
 

-    Max Rimmer 
-      Mykayla Hazelton 
-       Oliver Hyde 
-       Rohan Mittal 
-       Hayden Hyde 
-    Dean Lipscomb 

  
Congratulations to our talented writers!  
 
Rev Stringer commissioned a number of student artists to enter a competition to create 
the cover art for the published book. We are pleased to announce that Suzie 
Daugherty was the winning artist. Thank you also to Charlie Watson and Brooke Windus who also entered beautiful 
artwork, narrowly missing out on the cover.   
  
Books are available for purchase from OAGS Administration for $20, making a great Christmas present or keepsake for 
years to come. While we have limited stocks we will be happy to take orders. Thank you to Vikas from Central West 
Publishing for providing our students with this wonderful opportunity.  
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