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Stay in touch…  

 
NEWSLETTER            
26 February 2019 
 
From the Deputy Headmaster….  
Welcome to week 5! Can you believe it? We have been 
on the front foot at OAGS for a while now in building 
wellbeing across our school. Following on from the wildly 

successful wellbeing initiatives in 2018, which included appointing a full time 
counselling service and hosting 
multiple wellbeing nights, 2019 has 
continued the momentum. Today I 
was able to gather with the newly 
expanded welfare and wellbeing 
team as they spent a full day in 
session developing the OAGS T-12 
wellbeing continuum. Nicky Sloss 
from the AIS (Association of 
Independent Schools) gathered 
with the team to facilitate these 
exciting next steps on the wellbeing journey at OAGS.  
 
Speaking of Welfare and Wellbeing initiatives, now is a great time to write 
about the end-of-term camps, which are fast approaching. It seems like 
term has just begun, but it’s already time for our students to get excited 
about the camps that lie ahead for Stage 3, 4, 5 and 6. This year, all students 
in Stage 3 will be experiencing a 5-day camp for the first time in the history 
of our School. After much deliberation and excitement, the Stage 3 team 
have committed to embarking on a new adventure for students in this stage 
with an exciting camp at Lake Burrendong Sport and Recreation Centre in 
week 10. Student excitement is building exponentially and understandably 
so.  
 
While Students in Stages 4 and 5 are used to heading off on camp in week 
11 of term 1, our new offering to Stage 5 this year builds on the momentum 
that was gained in Stage 4 last year. Students in Year 9 will undertake the all-
new Outdoor Education camp format at Somerset, while Year 10 students 
will participate in the adventure challenge camp that takes them on a 
journey from Cowen right back into the city over several days. This camp has 
the capability of doubling as a Duke of Edinburgh Silver expedition practise 
for interested students. 
 
Stage 4 students are eagerly anticipating the Urban Challenge program 
hosted in the heart of Sydney. Here, students work in teams to navigate the 
city and its primary points of interest. This camp actively builds 
independence, teamwork, resilience and leadership capacity in our Stage 
4 students. 
 
Year 11 will have to wait a little bit longer for their snow and tertiary 
experience camp, which will take place in week 1 of term 3. The raging 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please visit the live calendar 

on the Website  
 

Orange Hockey Gala Day 
27 February 2019 

 
PS WAS Swimming Carnival 

28 February 2019 
 

NSW All-Schools Triathlon 
1 March 2019 

 
Parents as Partners Session 

5 March 2019 
 

WAS Hockey & Touch Trials 
5 March 2019 

 
HICES Swimming Carnival 

5-6 March 2019 
 

Year 12 University Showcase 
6 March 2019 

 
Year 11 Commencement 

Dinner 
7 March 2019 

 
Connaughton Cup Touch 

Football Gala Day 
8 March 2019 

 
OAGS Athletics Carnival 

27 March 2019 
 

OAGS Easter Fair 
29 March 2019 

 
Stage 3 Camp 
1-5 April 2019 

 
Stage 4 & 5 Camps 

8-12 April 2019 
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success of last year means that this camp will once again give Year 11 students a weeks’ worth of experience 
at the snow and various tertiary institutions in Canberra as they consider their pending life beyond high 
school.  
 
It is with considerable excitement that I also anticipate our first Year 12 retreat camp, upcoming in 
September of 2019. This camp will mark the conclusion of formal lessons for Year 12 at the end of term 3 and 
mark the beginning of Valedictory week for our graduating class of 2019. This retreat will serve to help our 
graduates reflect deeply and meaningfully on their 13 years of schooling. 
 
Not to be outdone, after the momentum around the Stage 2 ZooSnooz in 2018, the team is already close to 
announcing the venue and dates for the Stage 2 camp in semester 2.  
 
And so it is that I warmly welcome you to the 2019 school year. It has already been, and will continue to be 
a year packed full of opportunity and growth for your children.  
 
God Bless, 
 
Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
 
 
Cadets 

Full steam ahead! We had another well-attended Information Night last week. Thanks to Andrew Jarrett, our 
storage area was ready as a large delivery arrived on Monday with 2 pallets of boxes containing boots, shirts 
and trousers. We have over 50 students who have commenced the online enrolment process with email 
notifications arriving constantly. 
 
Mr Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC) Administrative Commander  

 
 
Senior Boys Basketball – Dropping Dimes & Taking Names 

Rick Flair used to say; “To be the man, you’ve gotta beat the man” and that is exactly what the OAGS Senior 
Boys Basketball Team has done. The team has got off to an impressive start to the year, so far undefeated 
in 2019. Most recently crushing the second ranked team in their division 28 – 15, whom had only previously 
dropped one game all season.  

This current streak started two weeks ago, when behind the inspired play of Zac Pavy, who, channelling his 
inner Charles Barkley, led us to a gritty 15 – 8 victory as a result of his rebounding prowess and inside game. 
After this close fought victory, we retooled our defence, switching to a zone concept, which has unleashed 
a fast break style of offence, reminiscent of the early 2000’s “running and gunning” Phoenix Suns. This 
newfound defensive tenacity, anchored by Campbell Preston under centre, wreaked havoc on the Kinross 
Wolaroi Nuggets offensive concepts.  

To steal a military phrase, it was “next man up” as our team was missing regular contributors, Harry Stringer, 
Zac Pavy and Oliver Colgan, as a result of Cadets running concurrently with Basketball. However, I could 
not have been prouder of our team’s resilience as everyone contributed to this season altering victory. 
Behind our vaulted zone defence, both Tim Phiri and Ryan Chirenje broke down the opposition defence with 
a range of crossovers and Euro-steps reminiscent of Ben Simmons and Stephen Curry’s game play, which 
Kinross had no answers for. Harry Taylor also got in on the action, draining crucial buckets down the stretch 
from the left corner. The game also saw the dazzling debut of Jock Johnston, whose off-ball movement kept 
our defence from stagnating, and also brought a defensive tenacity that prevented many a fast-break 
opportunity. Aaran Maxon provided a well needed spark off the bench, as did Harry Buckland, who’s 
playmaking time and again set up easy baskets..  

As we continue to move up the table it has been fantastic to see the support of both students and parents 
alike to cheer us home and support the team. This has been crucial in aiding our unblemished start to 2019.  

Mr Luke Simkins 
Basketball Coach 



                                       
Library@OAGS 

Kinder/ New Student Library Bags: The new bags have arrived and will be swapped over for the Kindergarten 
and new students in the coming weeks.  

PRC: The Premier’s Reading Challenge will be launched for OAGS students during Week 5. Kinder and Stage 
1 students will complete the challenge in their classrooms with their Teachers. Stage 2 and Stage 3 students 
will complete the challenge independently. Please keep an eye out for the information letter and the 
Student Reading Record (SRR) in school bags. 
Keep the SRR in a handy place so that students can 
add the titles/authors of books as they read them. 
Books will be made available from the Library. 
Many families may have books on their shelves at 
home that are on the Booklists. Due date for the 
SRRs is August 30th, 2019.  

Upcoming Pop-Up Book Fair: As part of the upcoming OAGS Easter Fair on March 29th,, the Library will host 
a Pop-Up Book Fair. Cash only sales. The school will earn a great commission on sales which, in return, 
contributes towards extra resources for the Library and classrooms.  

Ms Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 

 
 

Welfare@OAGS 
 

New Student Lunch 
 
The commencement of the new school year has seen our students, who 
are the heartbeat of our school, return. This year we welcomed over 98 new 
students into our school community. As a school we love to welcome new 
people and to celebrate their arrival.  
Last week, new students in Years 1 to 12 came together to enjoy a pizza 
lunch in the Media Centre. An informal gathering, students sat in groups, 
talking and getting to know each, whilst at the same time making light work 
of 27 pizzas. 
 
Starting at a new school is a big adjustment for anyone and our desire is to 
see students establish new connections in a caring community. When I 
asked one new student how they were going, they replied “I just love this 
school.” We are so glad to welcome the arrival of our new students, it is great to have you join us and we look forward 
to the contribution you can make to this wonderful school.  

 
Mr Tim Brown 
Welfare Coordinator 
 

 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/home.html


                                       

 

The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence (NDA) is an important day in the OAGS school calendar.  

It is a day that we encourage our entire school community to stand together against bullying and violence. OAGS is 
getting set to bring this event to a whole school assembly on Friday 15 March 2019. 

For the 2019 NDA the OAGS community will pledge their commitment to say Bullying. No Way! and put our anti-bullying 
strategies in the spotlight by involving our students and the wider community in our whole school event, to be run by our 
senior student leadership group.. 

Planning is already well underway to ensure a successful NDA at OAGS, so keep a look out for how you can get involved 
with our NDA event. I encourage everyone to visit The Bullying. No Way! Website to see how people all over Australia 
are getting involved and contributing to a ‘NO bullying’ and ‘NO violence’ school environment. 

Definition of bullying 
The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says: 
 
Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 
behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group 
misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening. 
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or 
hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for example, through 
sharing of digital records) 
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those involved, 
including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not 
defined as bullying. 
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 

• mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance) 
• not liking someone or a single act of social rejection 
• one-off acts of meanness or spite 
• isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 

 

However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved. 

Download the national definition of bullying for Australian schools (PDF, 136KB), Accessible version (RTF, 48KB). 

Versions of the definition of bullying suitable for students at various ages are available in the Resources section. 

 
Exploring the definition further 
Bullying has three main features: 

1. It involves a misuse of power in a relationship 
2. It is ongoing and repeated, and 
3. It involves behaviours that can cause harm to others. 

 

 

Harmony Day is celebrated annually on March 21st in Australia. Harmony Day began in 1999, coinciding with the United 
Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Each year, it is marked by people coming together 
and participating in local activities. On March 21st OAGS will be focusing on our schools cultural diversity. We will be 
showcasing a short film festival at a special Harmony Day assembly in the Primary School, commencing at 12.35pm.  

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/DefinitionOfBullying/Pages/Glossary.aspx#P
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/Documents/definition-of-bullying.pdf
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying/Documents/definition-of-bullying.rtf
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/Resources/FactSheets/Pages/For-students.aspx


                                       
There will also be Harmony Day activities at Lunch time for the whole school to participate in. Get your fingernails painted 
orange, screen print a t-shirt or be part of our whole school non-uniform day where everyone is invited to wear something 
orange or something that represents your family’s cultural background. 
 

Did you know? 
• Over the last 70 years more than seven and a half million migrants have made Australia their home 
• Nearly half of Australians were born overseas or have a parent who was. 
• People from over 200 countries make up our Australian community and over 300 languages are spoken in our homes 
• Apart from English the most common languages spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic, Cantonese, Vietnamese, 
Italian, Greek, Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

EARLY BIRD COMMUNITY EASTER FAIR AT OAGS 
- FRIDAY MARCH 29TH 

WHOLE SCHOOL (from 9am) and  WHOLE 
COMMUNITY (from midday) EASTER EVENT . 

DON’T MISS IT…   
Food stalls, attractions, book fair, live 

entertainment, novelty events, 

SPREAD THE WORD 

 
 
 
Primary Assembly - Week 3 

The Primary Assembly brought together the whole Primary School to present their Australian animal class names. It 
showcased a wonderfully entertaining and imaginative approach to work that all classes, from Transition to Year 6, have 
been doing over the past 2 week to familiarise themselves with their animal choice and develop an appreciation for 
the truly unique fauna that we have on our doorstep. 

If you missed out, here are our Primary class names, in Stage order: 

Kindergarten Koalas   Kindergarten Possums 
Teacher: Mrs Purvis    Teacher: Mrs Dwyer 

 
Stage 1 Cockatiels                  Stage 1 Emus        Stage 1 Dingoes 

  Teacher: Mr Palmer            Teacher: Miss Harrison         Teacher: Mr Macleay 
 

Stage 2 Kangaroos        Stage 2 Quokas  Stage 2 Echidnas 
Teacher: Mr Lipscomb      Teacher: Mrs Edwards  Teacher: Mrs Fowler 

 
Stage 3 Numbats        Stage 3 Wombats          Stage 3 Budgerigars 
Teacher: Mr Nye       Teacher: Miss Capps  Teacher: Mrs Willis 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                       
Charles Sturt University Presentation 
 
On Thursday the 14th of February, Charles Sturt University came to speak to the Year 11 and Year 12 students. Learning 
about the different locations as well as courses available at CSU was very interesting. Students learnt that the courses 
have plenty of practical work experiences as well as simulations of real work scenarios. Coming up is the CSU Explore 
Day on the 9th of April in Orange, which provides students the opportunity to experience university life as a day student 
and college resident. I was personally interested in the new courses that will soon be available in Orange as well as the 
variety of courses offered by CSU. 

 
  
Jessica Windus 
Female Vice Captain 
 
 
Music News 

What a cracking start to the year in the Music Department! We have lots of ensembles already up and running and 
private lessons well under way. We are proud to announce that we have a record 128 students enrolled in music this 
year!  
 
Beginner Band have begun learning their instruments and will meet for the first time together on the 27th February. There 
are a few limited spots in Beginner Band available, please email noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au if you are interested.  
 
We have a couple of new initiatives running this year and hope to see some new faces getting involved. Mr Annett has 
started a Secondary School Rock Band which meets every Thursday lunch in C9 - bring your lunch and your instrument. 
This band will also be working towards playing accompaniment for chapel services for the high school. Vocalists are 
most welcome! 
 
Stage 3 students are invited to join the Ukulele Ensemble who will be meeting at 8:30am on 
Thursdays in C10 with Mrs Colgan. Please note the change of time for this ensemble in order to 
avoid clashing with Stage 2/3  Drama Club. This ensemble is offered free of charge in 2019 for 
interested students in Stage 3. There are 12 places available.  Students will use school ukuleles but 
are encouraged to source an instrument for practice at home. If your child is interested in joining 
please complete this form.  
 

 

mailto:noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au
https://goo.gl/forms/9RaLebjaQXGqrLGs2


                                       

 

 

 

 



                                       

 

 
 



                                       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  
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