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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
5 June 2020 
 
From the Deputy Headmaster….  
 

Are you getting a sense that our community is suffering from ‘COVID-19 news 
overload’? I certainly am. Indeed, simply putting that word in the opening line of 
my article is a risky move - will anyone still be reading? This week we welcomed back all staff and 
students to full-time on-site learning. Monday was a celebratory affair as the Welfare team greeted 
students back to school with balloons, streamers and smiling faces. Never has Week 6, day one of 
Winter, felt more like a Week 1 with a hint of excitement. Although, being out and about at the drop 
off zones, the sense of excitement in parents was potentially outweighing that of the students!  
 

Schools are simply at their best when we are able to gather in person. Schools provide a 
much-needed service which is most importantly about educating students, but also about 
providing care and community for the children of busy parents. There is a sense of relief in 
the parent body as school resumes and rightly so. The juggling act has been a challenge 
and I extend my encouragement to all of our parents for the way you have played the 

role of teacher, parent, employee, employer, tech guru, 
playground duty warden, referee and entertainer during 
these trying months!  
 
It is my hope that the season of remote learning is behind us, but we are all aware that 
uncertainty remains. However, as we have repeatedly demonstrated, at OAGS we are 
prepared for any and every scenario. The capacity in our professional and dedicated staff 
has been showcased clearly throughout the last 8 weeks. The ‘can do’ attitude of our 

students has been developed and refined. The agility and responsivity of our parent body 
has risen to the challenge of interrupted school rhythms and routines. While we all sincerely 
hope that it doesn’t eventuate, should our campus be required to temporarily close in 
response to a member of our community contracting COVID-19 we are ready, we are 
prepared, we will deliver.  
 
This newsletter and future editions will contain exciting news regarding the 
recommencement of our broad range of co-curricular offerings. From CAPA to Chess, Sport 
to Maths Olympiad, ‘JOLT’ to the ‘Feast’, and everything in between; OAGS is carefully re-
emerging from the socially distant restrictions of the most recent months. We are 
committed to doing this in an informed and strategic manner and we will continue to 
provide information to parents and students as it becomes available.  
 
New faces – Mr Linde 
And now, after a hiatus, it gives me great pleasure to introduce to you another newer 
member of our teaching staff; Mr Michael Linde: 
 
1. What subject/class are you teaching this year? Stage 1 Satellites 
2. What is your favourite subject to teach? Maths and science  
3. Where were you born and where did you grow up? I was born in Bulli and grew up in 
Woonona. 
4. If you could be a famous sports star, what would you choose and why? Rally car driver 
- I love the speed and adrenaline.   
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5. Favourite movie or book? The Stargate series is my favourite thing to watch.  As for reading, Australian poetry. 
6. What do you love about OAGS so far? I just love the friendliness and family feel. I have been so welcomed.  
7. If you could have dinner with any 3 people, alive or dead who would they be? Harrison Ford, my Grandma of whom I 
have very fond memories and my Grandfather.  
8. What advice do you have for teenagers today? Follow your dreams.  
9. Do you have a quote or mantra that you try to live by? Seek the truth.  
10. 2 truths and a lie: Can you give us 3 statements about yourself, 2 of them true and one not - the lie will be revealed in 
the next newsletter! 
 
I love 4WD and camping  
I am an amazing cook  
I have travelled around the world  
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
National Reconciliation Week  
 
Yiradhu Marang, 
 
This week has seen us acknowledge National Reconciliation Week and, like most weeks, it has gone by 
very fast. Reconciliation is defined simply as: the restoration of friendly relations. 
 
The best thing about friendly relations is unity which is defined as: the state of being united or coming together as a whole. 
Within these two definitions we see one of our greatest traits as Australians; coming together as friends. Sometimes we 
forget that the people around us are great friends, but whether you are an Aboriginal Australian, Asian Australian or 
European Australian, we are all Australian. The Seekers said it best with their hit song ‘We Are One’ and they hit the nail on 
the head. Unity is what makes this nation great and I will mention some examples where barriers were broken so that we 
could look out for each other. 
 
One of Australia’s best but little-known diplomats was Yurinigh, a Wiradjuri man during the time of exploration. He 
accompanied Major Sir Thomas Mitchell on his fourth expedition and became good friends with the explorer. Yurinigh 
kept Sir Thomas alive through knowledge of the land and his ability to interpret local language and placate hostile forces 
against his friend. It is testimony to how treasured this friendship was, that when Yurinigh passed, Mitchell grieved and paid 
200 pounds to have his friend commemorated. 
 
Another example of our unity is the tale of Kate Kelly, younger sister of famous Ned. It is reported that Kate threw herself 
into Lake Forbes to save the life of a young Aboriginal boy. Unfortunately, this act of heroism cost Kate her life, but to 
sacrifice everything for the child in an age when it was taboo is indicative of the bonds we share in Australia. 
 
As we forgive and release the past, let us remember that unity is our greatest strength moving forward together into the 
future. 
 
Mandaang Guwu 
Mr Peter Reid 
Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Reconciliation Week 
 
DID YOU GET YOUR FRIDGE MAGNET? 
On the first day back of our first full week of the new normal, students were greeted with balloons, music and a 
WELCOME  BACK gift. 
 
The fridge magnet is a reminder that the Lord is always with us. He is always by our side, even in the darkest times. Has it 
found its way onto your fridge door at home?  

 
 



                                       
OAGS Plus 
 
What a pleasure it has been seeing all the beautiful smiling children as they return back to 
school. OAGS Plus have been busy celebrating and learning all about Australia’s 
National Sorry Day and Reconciliation Week, from 27th May to 3rd June.  
What is Reconciliation Week??? Reconciliation is an ongoing journey that reminds us that 
while generations of Australians have fought hard for meaningful change, future gains are 
likely to take just as much, if not more, effort. 
At its heart, reconciliation is about strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous peoples, for the benefit of all Australians. 
 
The children have made a beautiful artwork with hands, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flags and one of our very shy 
native animals, the sneaky but cheeky platypus.  The theme of our display is “WE ARE IN IT TOGETHER” 
 
Mrs Tracy Townsend  
OAGS Plus Coordinator 
 

            

   
 
Library@OAGS 
 
Welcome back to the library for all students. 
Borrowing resumes this week, which is exciting for all. There are many new books on the shelves for students to find and 
borrow. 
 
Book Club: Issue 3 orders have been distributed to students this week. A 
new catalogue for Issue #4 will be sent home as well. LOOP orders only 
for the remainder of the term, thank you. Last date for orders will be 
Friday 19th of June. 
 
PRC (Premiers Reading Challenge): If your child has completed the PRC 
reading record, please have them hand it in to Ms Taylor. Well done to 
those who have already done so. 
 
NSS (National Simultaneous Storytime): Last Wednesday the students 
and staff of Transition, Kindergarten, Stage 1 and Stage 2 joined Ms 
Taylor for the NSS. This year the book chosen by ALIA was “Whitney and 
Britney Chicken Divas!” by Lucinda Gifford. A lot of fun was had even 



                                       
though we had to zoom the reading to classrooms. Thanks to parents and teachers for their involvement in getting the 
wonderful props and costumes organised for the students. 
 

   
 
Homework Club: Please note that Homework Club for Primary students will not resume until Term 3.  

Reconciliation Week: This week Primary students have been addressing Reconciliation in their library sessions. The theme 
this year is “In it Together” with stages looking at different levels of concepts and ideas - Kinder “Country”, Stage 1 
“Togetherness”, Stage 2 “the importance of family and ancestry” with Stage 3 looking at “stereotypes and prejudice”. 

     
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher Librarian  

 
Transition news  
 
It is great to have everyone back and settled into our Transition routines. There has been lots of socialising and re-
establishing friendships, with lots of smiles and excitement about seeing each other again.  
This Term, Transition have been exploring ‘Our Community’ and have used technology and the support of our class parents 
to bring the community into the classroom.  So far, we have had virtual visits from an artist, a photographer, a dental 
assistant, a nurse and a member of the Aboriginal community who shared culture and community with Transition. We 
thank these active community members and look forward to our future virtual excursions. In connection with our 
exploration of our community, we have been learning the difference between a comment and a question and how to 
ask questions. Enjoy all the questions coming your way.  
 
The Transition Team 
 

     
 



                                       

     
 

   
 

 
Term 2 Wednesday Sport 
With school returning Face-To-Face, so does our Wednesday School Sport for both Primary and Secondary students. 
Students across the school have already expressed how much they have missed their Wednesday sport and are asking 
for it to start up again. So here it is!  

Our Primary school students will be completing a variety of activities focusing on the Fundamental Movement Skills led by 
their classroom teachers. The Fundamental Movement Skills are those skills that form the basis of all movements in sport 
(and life!) such as rolling, sliding, jumping, skipping, throwing, kicking, etc. By developing and practising these skills in a 
deliberate and explicit way, our students are provided with the opportunity to acquire and master a range of movement 
skills that will assist them to participate in a lifetime of physical activity as confident and competent movers. 

Our Secondary students are going to be participating in different games and sports onsite each week as part of their 
house groups, such as Soccer, Badminton and Karate as well as a variety of modified games. Students will alternate 
between activities each week with Term 2 Week 10 being a House Competition.  

The Return of Winter Sport 
The announcement was made on Tuesday by Acting Minister for Sport, Geoff Lee, that Junior Sport Competitions for 
children 18 years and under can resume from July 1st, 2020. We at OAGS are so incredibly excited to be able to 
reintroduce our Winter Sports into our community for our students.  
 
The process for this reintroduction into our co-curricular school sport will be as follows: 

• Expression of interest - Please make contact with the organiser of the sport you would like your child to participate 
in, if you have not done so since the beginning of Term 2. This is to ensure that your sport organiser is aware that 
you still wish for your child to participate in that sport for the 2020 season. Our OAGS sport organiser’s names, 
contact emails and their associated sports are below: 

Hockey - Mrs Amanda Jewell amanda.jewell@oags.nsw.edu.au 
Soccer - Mr Chris Doyle christopher.doyle@oags.nsw.edu.au  
Netball - Miss Abby Tilburg abby.tilburg@oags.nsw.edu.au 
Basketball - Mrs Erin Purvis erin.purvis@oags.nsw.edu.au 

• “Return to Play” - The organiser of your sport will email you details of a “Return to Play” program which will be 
planned and conducted by the sports organiser. This program will begin in Week 8 of Term 2. Throughout this 
program, students will be provided with the opportunity to prepare for the upcoming seasons with skills, drills and 
modified game sessions.     
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• Resume modified competitions from Term 3 - Please understand that these winter sporting organisations will be 

different in their approach to how they begin and run their sessions. These sporting organisations are currently 
working hard to finalise their plans. This information will be relayed to you by the sports organiser as soon as they 
are provided with the information.     

 
Ms Lauren Della Ca 
Sports Coordinator  

 
Bands and Ensembles  
Wonderful news, from next week we will be able to resume Bands and Instrumental Ensembles 
after a lengthy break. All groups will run according to the Term 1 schedule. The flute ensemble 
is being merged with the reeds to form the new Woodwind Ensemble. A message regarding 
ensembles will be sent out directly to affected families.  
Please direct any questions about bands and ensembles to Mr Annett 
(noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au). 
 
AMEB Music Exams 
The AMEB is offering a couple of options for music exams this year. Online Exams are available 

as well as live exams at a slightly later time than we are used to. More detailed information will be sent out to families soon. 
Please remember to consult with your music tutor regarding suitability for exams. 
 
Eisteddfod 
The City of Orange Eisteddfod will run in 2020 but under a modified programme: 
 
Entries for Orange Eisteddfod will open on Monday 25th May for a 3 week period, closing on Sunday 14th June at midnight. 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. In 2020 we are offering a modified syllabus for solos and duos only in all three disciplines. 

• Dance - 16th August - 30th August 
• Vocal & Instrumental - 31st August - 9th September 
• Speech & Drama - 8th September - 13th September 

At the time of our Eisteddfod it will not be possible to accommodate large groups due to Government restriction. Because 
of this we are unable to include the following sections in our syllabus. 
School Groups / Dance Groups / Bands / Choirs / Ensembles 
As a result of this and in order to manage our finances we have put some measures in place. 
No Scholarship sections offered 
Entry Fees - $10 for all solo and duo sections / $15 for all 
Championship sections 
No cash prizes awarded - certificates and medals for all 
placegetters and trophies for championships and special awards 
PLEASE NOTE - If circumstances arise that make the Eisteddfod 
impossible to proceed we will cancel. Entry fees will be refunded 
to you minus Administration and Fees. 
  
Music Tuition 
 
It has been fantastic to see all of our dedicated music tutors 
returning to face-to-face teaching this week after a stint of ‘zoom’ 
lessons. Thank you to parents who have continued to support their 
children in their musical learning through this difficult period. And 
well done to all of our young musicians who have kept up their 
playing and practice. 
 
Mr Noel Annett and Mrs Priscilla Colgan 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL - WE’RE BACK! 
 
It has been wonderful to welcome back our Secondary students and have them 
return to a “normal” routine. No doubt there will have been a collective sigh (of 
relief, joy?) from many parents to see their child/children escape from the 
clutches of iPads, Netflix and phones to don uniforms and return to school as we 
used to know it. 
 
With this in mind, staff have earnestly planned lessons and activities to engage 

students and to assist them in feeling like “the good old days”. Old routines, regular canteen food and face-to-face lessons 
are par for the course; most notably though was the return of Secondary Assembly. 
 



                                       
There were elements of the assembly as we used to know it (National Anthem, Acknowledgement of Country, Honour Roll 
Awards and Deputy’s Discourse), with a few minor adjustments, ably led by our Captains and Vice Captains. A small 
audience participated within the Media Centre with the entire assembly broadcast to all students in their pastoral care 
classrooms via Zoom. 
 
It was a fantastic opportunity for our school Captains to not only welcome back 
our student body but also lead them in a meaningful way. 
 
Yes, we are still in the grips of relative isolation/social distancing but we, the 
staff and leaders of OAGS, have demonstrated we can still reach out to each 
student and make them feel they belong and are important. We cannot be 
sure of what next week, next month or next term brings. What we can be 
assured of is that no matter what gets thrown at us, we at OAGS will rise above 
obstacles, ensuring news and acknowledgement is delivered safely and widely 
to every member of our secondary school. 
 
Mrs Karen Huntly 
Leader Secondary Welfare 

 
Primary Chapel Fun 
 
During lockdown Mr Whittingham, Mrs Colgan and the puppets, Blue and Flopsy, have had a great time teaching the kids 
all about how kind God is.  It hasn’t always been easy, as this bloopers reel will testify to.  Nevertheless, through the chapel 
videos we have explored the kindness of God from the day he created the world, even as it was broken and ever since 
as he’s been saving people through his son Jesus Christ.  As restrictions ease we are looking forward to a return to face-
to-face Chapel where the fun and learning will continue. 
 
Mr David Whittingham and Mrs Priscilla Colgan 

           

 
Drama News 
 
Stage 5 and 6 Drama have relished the return of face-to-face learning this week and are 
embracing “socially distant” performance work.  
Year 9 have been slipping and tripping their way through “Commedia Dell Arte” lessons, 
practicing their slapstick routines and testing out many stock characters by creating their own 
skits and performances.  
Year 11 are continuing to explore the use of production elements, this week designing 
costumes out of newspaper for characters in the play “Ruby Moon” by Matt Cameron. 
Year 12 were lucky enough to watch the archival footage of Belvoir’s 2011 production of 
“Neighbourhood Watch”. This is of great benefit to them as they continue to analyse and perform scenes from this play, 
in the lead up to their final examination.  
Mrs Rachel Crane 

                
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBfwXU5RRUA


                                       
Housekeeping 
 
Late Drop off and Early Pickup Process 
In order to maintain the safety of both our parents and staff we remind parents that entry to the OAGS Administration 
building is also currently restricted. If your child is arriving late we request that you phone ahead to advise of the arrival 
time. On arrival, similar to the morning drop off, please drop your child to the Administration carpark and supervise their 
entry, from your car. If your child requires assistance, an Administrative staff member will be available to meet you at the 
carpark. 
If you would like to pick up your child earlier than the school finish time, please also phone or email Administration ahead 
of time, providing sufficient notice, and your child will be escorted to you in the Administration carpark. If you need further 
assistance or guidance from the Administration team please don’t hesitate to phone 02 6360 4811.  
 
Lost Property  
Please ensure you label all clothes, school supplies, lunchboxes and water bottles. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we 
are unable to keep lunchboxes and water bottles in lost property. If they are not labelled and returned to the owner they 
will be discarded.  
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