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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
3 May 2019 

 
From the Headmaster….  
 
Welcome back for term 2! This week has been action packed as we 
invited the OAGS community to join with us for the official opening of 
the new Undercover Multi-purpose Sporting Courts. 
 
 

 
This special event served many other purposes, also giving us the opportunity to 
commission our 2019 School Leaders, present our Year 7 Class of 2019 with their 
Gideon's Bibles, induct our new staff members and induct and bless our Year 12 Class 
of 2019 as they approach their HSC. Our Senior Concert 
Band, Senior Vocal Ensemble, Mediant and Stage 2 
Vocalists joined together to perform ‘Siyahamba’ (Arr. Ken 
Dye) under the direction of Mrs Priscilla Colgan. 
  
Cr Reg Kidd, Mayor of Orange, and Mr Phil Donato MP, 
Member for Orange, officially opened 'The Hangar' and 
unveiled a commemorative plaque at the event.  
You can view the performance and official unveiling here: 
https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/single-
post/2019/05/02/Introducing-The-Hangar  
  
You may be wondering why ‘The Hangar’? 
The Central West has a proud history of aviation. From crop dusting to passenger 
airlines, these aeroplanes are housed in aircraft hangars. Here they are maintained, 
fine tuned and fuelled up, before being sent out to serve the community, providing 
safe passage and linking communities. 

 
From the age of 17 I remember many of my 
adventures started in a place such as this 
one. As a soldier in the Parachute 
Regiment of the British Army we would 
gather from our places of rest to an aircraft hangar; A large cavernous place 
that provided us shelter and a place where we could plan and prepare for 
the journey and mission ahead.  
It was in a space such as this we would discuss in careful detail what actions 
we would take as a group and as individuals should we come up against many 
and various challenges.  

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please visit the live calendar 

on the Website  
 

Winter Sports commence 
4 May 2019 

 
School Photos 

6 May 2019 
 

P & F Second Hand Uniform 
Shop 

7 May 2019 
 

WAS Primary Cross Country 
10 May 2019 

 
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 

10 May 2019 
 

Secondary WAS Cross 
Country 

13 May 2019 
 

Netball Team Photos 
13 May 2019 

 
Transition & Kindergarten 

Info Session 
15 May 2019 

 
Year 7 (2020) Info Night 

15 May 2019 
 

Poetry in Action 
15 May 2019 
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We would discuss what needed to be done to care for each other. As soldiers we were acutely aware that success was 
critical, and success was made in the planning and preparation of mind, body and ‘esprit de core’.  
 
Life is challenging and sometimes hostile. The rising rate of obesity, depression and substance abuse has led to growing 
concerns that today's Australian children are faring worse than those of twenty years ago.  
 
Add to that the new challenges faced through social media and issues of cyber safety and bullying. We need to prepare 
our students and children on how to confidently meet these challenges and be resilient young men and women, able 
to comfortably lead their families and communities through the present and emerging challenges ahead.  
 
It is in this space, a place that we will call the Hangar, that we will gather and assemble from our places of rest. We will 
celebrate our achievements, but we will also plan and prepare for the journey ahead. From rallying house teams for 
participation in sporting events and determining positions and times of play, to listening to God's word and gaining 
wisdom and instruction on how to meet these timely challenges of life, in a timeless and eternal way. 
 
Here as students you will gather and prepare for events and for life. And when you leave this place you will line up on 
life’s runway ready for take off. Confident and prepared in mind body and spirit. 
 
The Hangar, Our shelter, is equipped to withstand tremendous pressures of up to 40 tonnes of snow, or perhaps, just as 
likely given recent weather conditions, it can withstand the equivalent of 7 Tyrannosaurus Rexs playing leap frog on the 
roof.  It is hung and supported by large strong columns weighing 150kg per metre, tied together by the beams set across 
them.  
 
The upright columns proudly wear our School Values of Truth, Excellence and 
Service, values that inspire character and action in each of us as individuals and 
as a community. Character that encourages us not to buckle under pressure 
but to persevere and work together. 
 
Truth inspires faith, honour, loyalty and commitment 
Excellence inspires adventure, curiosity, creativity and growth 
Service inspires compassion, fun, friendship and community 
 
And as we - the staff, the students and the parents of this great School, grow in 
our learning and character, we are Relational, we are Resourceful, we are 
Reflective and we are Resilient. 
 
I would like to thank the building and project management team:  

• Matt Earl of Rossmark Pty Ltd 
• Kim de Rooy of The Anglican Schools Corporation as Project Manager 
• Rob Lister, builder and director of BLD Constructions  

I would also like to thank the Year 12 of 2018, including School Captains Hamish Bracey and Laura Sharp, for their ideas 
and encouragement in the development and design of the tiered seating behind ‘The Hangar’.  
And finally, my deepest gratitude to Mr Andrew Jarrett for his tireless upkeep of the grounds and willingness to assist 
wherever and whenever needed. 
Without their willingness to serve, or their resilience to be flexible, this project would not have been the outstanding 
success that it has been.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, you are the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the chief cornerstone:  
Bless ‘The Hangar’ which we dedicate to your glory. Be the beginning, the increase and the fulfilling of this work, 
undertaken to the glory of your Name; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God for ever and 
ever.  
Amen. 
 
ANZAC Day 

          
 
On ANZAC Day our school joined together to commemorate the soldiers who have fought for our country. This year 
OAGS was led by The Orange Cadet Unit (252ACU), their first official ceremonial duty since completing their basic 
training.  
 



                                       
Adelaide Webster of Year 10, was awarded the 2018 Inaugural DUX of Leap. This award is presented to a student of the 
LEAP programme who has excelled in team based STEM and ARTS activities combined with physical activity and 
outstanding academic performance in the students' individual classes. Here Adelaide reflects on her thoughts regarding 
the Gallipoli campaign and her recent trip to Anzac Cove.  
  
ANZAC Day 2019 by Adelaide Webster 
  
On a recent trip to the fabled shores of Anzac Cove, while standing in the dreary mist of 
North-Western Turkey, looking down at the once blood bathed and bullet ridden shores of 
ANZAC Cove, it became so real and almost impossible for me to imagine myself in such a 

situation as of the ANZACS on the 25th of April 1915. As their reality 
is a mere story to us, how then, in a world where we are more 
concerned about personal matters, can we truly recognise, truly 
understand and commemorate the thousands of Australian lives 
that were unmistakably sacrificed for a cause so inhumane, over 
100 years ago, properly in our lives today? 
  
In the last summer holidays, I was granted the amazing 
opportunity to visit the Middle East with my family. We travelled 
around Egypt, Jordan, Israel and Turkey, seeing such surreal and truly mind-blowing places that 
I am surely never going to forget. One of these places happened to be Gallipoli, and it certainly 
did not disappoint. We visited the well-known sites, such as ‘ANZAC Cove’, ‘Ari Burnu’, ‘North 
Beach’, ‘Lone Pine’, ‘Chanuk Bair’ and the ‘Nek’, however the most eye-opening part was 

seeing just how close the trenches and frontlines were to each other, and how friends and foe lived and fought side by 
side, with only 3-4 metres of “no-mans land” separating the two. How so many lives were lost in such a small amount of 
space and time was truly astonishing to me. The overwhelming peacefulness of the shorelines and green hills that 
surround Gallipoli were certainly not the grief-evoking experience I was expecting 
when visiting these places. Instead, the rocky shores, well-kept green lawns and large 
evergreen trees made the whole experience feel more like a stroll through a park 
rather than a walk through a once deadly and gruesome battlefield, where 
thousands of our ancestors lost their lives. This experience was so moving and eye-
opening, it got me to really respect and wonder about the importance of this event 
in our lives today, and why it should not, and will never be forgotten in our society. 
  
The Gallipoli campaign was inevitably one of the biggest failures in history, from the 
poor planning and execution of the first attack on the Dardanelles, to the poor 
choice of the landing sites and the trench warfare that raged on for over nine months, 
with no victory, sacrificing lives that could have otherwise been spared. If only the campaign was better formulated and 
conducted, then Australians, New Zealanders, English, Irish, French, Welsh, Indians and the Turkish would have been 

spared the grief and traumatic consequences of the loss of their soldiers’ lives, and ANZAC Day 
would be a celebration of success, rather than a day of sadness. 
  
My visit to Gallipoli has really widened my perception of the events that took place in Turkey 
over 100 years ago, and my understanding on how if a little bit of compassion and sensitivity 
was shown to these soldiers, the outcome could have been considerably different. I now 
understand that because of this ruthless and blood-thirsty debacle, people don’t 
commemorate ANZAC Day around the world just because lives were lost, or just because it is 
‘the right thing to do’, rather I think people mourn on the 25th of April 
each year because of the lack of sympathy, love and compassion 
that was shown to these soldiers and their pointless sacrifice. It is 
through commemoration and remembrance that the compassion 
which was absent during their lifetime can at last be bestowed to the 

soldiers who brutally lost their lives fighting for our country. 
  
Thank you Adelaide for this thought provoking piece.  
 
Rev Louis Stringer  
Headmaster  
 
Stage 3 Camp - Lake Burrendong 
In Week 10 of Term 1, Stage 3 attended a week long camp at Lake Burrendong Sport and Recreation Centre. 
Throughout the week, students completed activities and challenges designed to develop communication, decision 
making, problem solving, resilience, team building and leadership skills. From raft building, grass skiing and a giant 
flying fox, through to an overnight bivouac, students were certainly challenged beyond their comfort zones. 
 
There were definitely some highlights of camp: 

• Giant Water Slide - a 20m long slip n’ slide 
• Paint Combat - a water bomb fight where the teachers ended up wetter than the students 
• Bivouac - an overnight campout in tents, with breakfast and dinner cooked over a campfire 



                                       
• Flying Fox - a 50m long giant flying fox that took amazing courage to climb to the high starting point and step 

off the ledge 
 
Students should be very proud of the way they challenged themselves to attempt new activities, overcome fears and 
push through their tiredness. The demonstrated impressive teamwork and received many compliments from the staff at 
Lake Burrendong. Congratulations Stage 3! 

       
 
Mrs Jessica Willis  
 
Year 7 and 8 Urban Challenge Camp 
 
In the final week of Term 1, Year 7 and 8 students embarked on their Urban Challenge adventure. Students were 
responsible for working together in teams of approximately 12 students. Each member of the team had a different role 
within their group and each of these roles were designed to assist the effective functioning of their group throughout 
the week. Roles included Team Leaders, Task Masters, Treasurers, Social Awareness, Navigators, Caterers, to name a 
few. 
Throughout the week students completed team challenges that exposed the students to different aspects of life in 
Sydney. Visiting Cockatoo Island, paddling Dragon Boats, ordering lunch at the Fish Markets, catching a Ferry, visiting 
the beach or sleeping in hammock on the James Craig, are just some of the new experiences that were presented to 
students throughout the week. 
It has been wonderful to read some of the student feedback following school camp. Highlights from camp include: 
“Sleeping in the hammock” – Luke Reed 
 “Moving around Sydney with friends because it was a good time” – Keegan Willis 
“Working as a team to try and figure out where things were and how we will get there” – Dhennise Beuno 
“Dragon boat racing because we learnt stuff we would’ve never learnt” – Tanatswa Matavire 
“Escaping the escape room and winning it and becoming the first team to finish” – Holly Lane 
“When we used to all talk at night and make each other laugh so hard, having an awesome time” – Snigda Kaipu 
“When we were doing the Master Chef challenge” – Charlotte Roach 
“Going on ferry rides after dinner with my team” – Oliver Inman 
  
Congratulations year 7 and 8 on working so well in your teams, and making Urban Challenge a great success. 
  
Mr Tim Brown 

      

           



                                       
Year 9 Camp - Somerset Outdoor Exhibition 
 
The Year 9 students, along with their teachers, Mrs Keene and Mr Doyle recently attended a 
challenging 5 day camp at Camp Somerset located on the Colo River. The students from Orange 
and Macquarie Anglican Grammar were split into two groups of girls and two groups of boys with 
one teacher and a camp leader allocated to each. Each of these groups operated as a separate 
entity for the first four days with each group pitching their tents in a new location each night. 
Students shared the responsibilities of preparing meals, washing up, looking after the campfire and 
navigating between campsites. 
 

The first night of camp groups participated in “My Kampsite Rules” or 
Woodfired Pizza Challenge. The girls creatively made an assortment of meals ranging from curry, 
gnocchi, sweet and sour chicken and chicken pasta while the boys produced the tried and tested 
pizza. The other nights we had a BBQ, Nachos and a very tasty Expedition meal which just required 
you to add water. Mmmm! Yummy! 
 
Every day was filled with a mix of canoeing, hiking, and map reading with terrain that included 
idyllic walks along the Colo to hiking along fire trails and bush tracks up and down the sides of hills 
and mountains and canoeing on the beautiful Hawkesbury River. Throughout these activities, 
students carried their tents, food, and cooking equipment necessary for our nights out camping 
in their backpacks. 

 
The nights were cool, especially sleeping in the tents, but campfires, hot chocolate, toasted 
marshmallows and damper on some of the nights kept us warm as we sat around the campfire. 
Thursday ended with all of the groups meeting at the final campsite on the Colo to enjoy some 
time together before our return home on the following day. 
 
Throughout the camp, Year 9 students showed great initiative and perseverance with many 
students taking the opportunity to reach out of their comfort zones. I would like to congratulate 
Year 9 for the amazing teamwork that was exhibited within the groups and commend you for an 
amazing experience. 
 
Mrs Jane Keene 
 
 

Year 10 Camp - Urban Odyssey Adventure 
Challenge 
 
In the last week of term, Year 10 found themselves on an urban 
journey around Sydney, with an emphasis on the Northern 
Beaches. There were a range of checkpoints and challenges 
throughout the week, which teams were required to complete 
in order to gain points to determine the victor of the weeks 
activities. A big shout-out goes to Jamie Lipscomb whom was 
our tour guide extraordinaire and without his leadership and 

knowledge of Sydney, I fear some of us would still be stuck there now. While at first, 
it took a while to gel with our Dubbo counterparts, by the end of the week both 
schools worked well with one another. Funnily enough, Tom Bishendens’s throwing 
ability was one of the key factors that led to the groups getting along. While at 
Woolwich Pier waiting for a ferry to Cockatoo Island, Tom decided to pass our team 
“Wahu” footy over the water to the wharf. Needless to say the throw didn't quite 
make the distance and as a result, it took a team effort to come together to “retrieve 
it” or face a Tom Hanks Castaway style moment. Overall, an enjoyable week for all 
students involved whom went on their well deserved break all the better for their 
experiences had on camp.  
 
Mr Luke Simkins 
 
 
Library@OAGS 
Book Club: During Week 1, the Issue 3 brochures should have gone home with students. The due date for orders, both 
cash and online, is Friday the 16th of May. 
 
PRC: Many students are getting close to finishing this. One Kindergarten class has also completed the challenge. Well 
done!! Students in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6, please remember to bring the completed reading record along to Ms Taylor in the 
Library. Due date is the 30th of August, 2019. 
 
 
 



                                       
Coming Events: The NSS2019 will be held on Wednesday the 22nd of May, at 9.50am in the Media Centre. The book this 
year is ‘Alpacas with Maracas’ by Matt Cosgrove.  
 
Book Week: This will be held in August and the theme for this year is ‘Reading is my Secret Power’. This theme lends itself 
to dressing up as a superhero, or thinking about secret powers we could have.   
 
Library Learning: During Term 2, students in Kindergarten will be writing about ‘My Special Place’, which will involve 
publishing their writing on a Chromebook. Stage 1 will be working on a unit called ‘When I was Young’, learning about 
what life was like during their grandparents’ childhood. Stage 2 will be focusing on ANZAC Day and Significant Australians 
and how these have impacted Australian culture. Stage 3 will be studying a literature focused unit on Papua New 
Guinea and neighbourliness as a nation.  
 
MakerSpace: This term there will be a Coding Club for Year 6, 7 and 8 students.  
 
Ms Karelle Taylor  
Teacher Librarian 
 

Secondary Experience Week 
 
In the final week of Term 1, Stage 3 students 
undertook a STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) Project on the topic 
“Alpacas - Fibre of the Future”. Students 
followed individual timetables to attend a 
variety of lessons with secondary teachers. 
Lessons included science investigations 
testing the strength of yarn and comparing 
the insulating properties of alpaca fleece 
and sheep wool. These results were then 
graphed and analysed in Maths lessons. 
Students also learned to use spreadsheets to 
present and analyse data. They completed 
a modified version of a Stage 4 Technology 
project, weaving a wall hanging using 
locally produced yarns from Adagio Mills. We had several alpacas come to visit 
and all students had the opportunity to practise their animal handling skills. 
Local alpaca breeders, Jennie Menzies and Erin Marsden, spent time with each 

of the classes, teaching them about fleeces characteristics and preparation. At the end of the week students shared 
their learning with the school community and their families with carefully designed exhibits and interactive 
demonstrations. 
 
Ms Kelly-Ann Sackey 
Leader of Learning 
 

            
 
 

Save the Date: OAGS Winter Concert Thursday 20th June (Week 8) 6 - 7:30 in 
the MC 
All OAGS Ensembles will be performing for the concert - don’t miss it! 
  
HICES Music Festival Update 
Good luck to the 14 students who have enrolled in the HICES Music Festival. 
We will be recording auditions next week. Break a leg! 
  

Congratulations to the combined ensembles who performed at the opening of the new courts on Thursday! Concert 
Band, Stage 2 Singers, Mediant and Senior Vocal Ensemble all came together for our first ever combined performance 
and it was a terrific success and a fitting performance for the occasion.  
  



                                       
AMEB Exam Enrolments will be submitted very soon. Please discuss your child’s enrolment with their music tutor. Mr 
Annett will oversee the enrolment of students. We hope to again be able to host woodwind exams, and potentially 
other instruments as well. The cost of the exams will be billed to your account.  
  
Studio Concerts will take place later this term, usually during a lunch time. Parents, friends and siblings are most 
welcome to come along and watch their child perform.  
  
Click here to enquire about enrolling your child in music lessons. 
 
Mr Noel Annett 
 

 
 
Throughout Term 2, Primary Chapel and JOLT will be exploring the Old Testament book of Daniel to see how God cares 
for his people. We will see how God can be trusted to be with us during hard times and how He delights in the 
faithfulness of his people.  
 
In Christian studies Mr Thompson will be leading us through the book of Genesis as we explore God’s Big Promises and 
how faithful He is in keeping them. 
  
Mrs Christine Edwards 
Primary Chaplaincy Leader 
 
 Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
 
OAGS would like to bless and honour all Mum’s and their beautiful children with a special 
afternoon tea. Mum’s are invited to arrive early to collect their children and drop in for a scone, 
a cup of tea and a chat with other mums. Children who attend with their mum are welcome to 
enjoy a scone as well.  
 

 
Date: Friday - 10 May 
Time: 3:00pm - 3:45pm 
Location: The new grassed area 
adjacent to the Media Centre. If 
weather is unkind, we will move 
inside.  
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrrzIP0V1CEzUj7T8QlIPHlH9J4o7XvQWryq1bRmy8dBPwiw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


                                       
Transition and Kindergarten 
 
Kindergarten and Transition have had a fun start to Term 2. On Wednesday, between cross country running 
events,  Kindergarten and Transition joined together for some social play. The students played well, some rekindled 
friendships and others discovered new friends. There were lots of smiles and collaboration between the students. A lovely 
start to Term 2.  
 

        

Information Session for Transition and Kindergarten 
Parents  
 
On Wednesday the 15th of May, Rowena Roweth, Clinical 
Psychologist and Practitioner and Dr Radha Srikanth, Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatrist, from Whole Child Specialist Orange, will 
be sharing strategies on how to support children with visual and 
auditory processing and social and emotional development. This 

is open to everyone, however it 
may be of most interest to 
parents of students in Transition, 
Kindergarten and Stage 1. This 
session is not about diagnosing 
students, it is about supporting 
their growth and development. We will gather in the Transition classroom at 5pm. 
                                            
Mrs Sally Drury  
Early Learning Coordinator 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  
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