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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
 
5 August 2019 
 
From the Deputy Headmaster….  
 
Welcome back for another term at OAGS. I trust your children enjoyed the long 
winter break and that they have returned refreshed and ready to put their best 
foot forward. It is always good to see the many happy faces returning to the 
grounds, filling up classrooms and reconnecting as cohorts. On the note of 
returning faces, we welcomed 12 new students to OAGS this term, with more 
students set to join us in the coming weeks. Welcome to Sylvia and Ruby Degraaf 
(yrs 8 and 5), Molly Alexander (yr 1), Donovan Hansell (yr 6), Tamzin Hall (yr8), 
Claudia Horan (yr 8), Connor Shields (yr 8), Joshua Whittingham (yr 10), Archie 
Sippel (yr 10), Charli Hobbs (yr 9), Sienna Donlan (yr 1) and Malcom Gibson (yr 7). 
Our new Students are pictured below with Rev Stringer.   

 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome all our new families as well. While I get 
to quickly meet new students to the school, it isn’t always as easy to put names 
and faces together for the rest of the family. I encourage you to please take a 
moment to say hello when you’re in and around the campus.  
 
The term has started at a frenetic pace, particularly for our upper Secondary 
Students. On Sunday morning, August 21st, the Year 11 Students headed off for 
their annual camp to the Snow. It was a fantastic time away with all students 
progressing quickly with their skiing and boarding abilities. Two days were spent at 
Perisher resort, with more than half of the students proficient enough by the end 
of day 2 to make the trek from Blue Cow to Perisher Valley.  

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates please 
visit the live calendar on the Website  

Cadet Information & Open Night 

 P & F Meeting 

5 August 2019 

Transition Parent Teacher Interviews 

5-7 August 2019 

Netball NSW Schools Cup 

7 August 2019 

Verse Speaking & Drama Club 

Orange Eisteddfod 

8 August 2019 

Transition & Kindergarten Family 

Night & Disco 

8 August 2019 

Primary WAS Athletics 

15 August 2019 

Orange Dance Eisteddfod 

16 August 2019 

HICES Music Festival 

18-21 August 2019 

Book Week Assembly 

22 August 2019 

Secondary WAS Athletics 

26 August 2019 

K – 12 Parent Teacher Interviews 

27-28 August 2019 

Primary HICES Athletics  

28 August 2019 

Father’s Day BBQ Breakfast 

30 August 2019 

Secondary AICES Athletics 

9 September 2019 

Grandparent’s Day 

25 October 2019 
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On the Wednesday and Thursday, we travelled to Canberra to visit various 
tertiary institutions for tours and information about post-school opportunities. 
The Students visited the Australian National University, University of Canberra, 
Australian Catholic University and the Australian Defence Force Academy. The 
Students unanimously agreed that seeing these campuses first hand has 
helped them solidify their thinking around their goals for life beyond 2020. As 
of Friday, these fine young adults have begun the process of running for the 
positions of Captains, Vice Captains and House Captains for 2020. They will 
journey through a process of application, interview, speeches and votes 
before we reveal our new leadership team for 
2020 at the Valedictory Service for the current Yr 

12 Students in Week 10 of Term. I would like to wish all prospective applicants the very best.  
 
On Wednesday night of week 2, our current Year 8 and Year 10 Students attended subject 
information sessions in order to start the process of selecting their study options for the next 
stage in their schooling. Following the information presentations, families enjoyed a ‘market 
stall’ setup in order to access teachers and glean as much information as they could. Good 
luck to all as you make your choices.  
 
And so it is that the term is well underway. I trust that you have enjoyed your weekend, may 
God’s blessings be with you in the week ahead. 
 
Warm Regards,  
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster  
 

Library@OAGS  
BOOK WEEK: During Week 5 (19th-23rd of August) of this Term, OAGS will celebrate Book Week 
2019. The theme this year is “Reading is my Secret Power”. The annual DRESS UP DAY will be 
Thursday the 22nd of August. There will be a special assembly held in either the Media Centre or 
The Hangar, dependent on weather. All are welcome. ALL 
STUDENTS may dress up, including the Secondary School students. 
The theme this year lends itself perfectly to dressing up as a 
Superhero, a character that has special powers or as a superhero 

of your own invention. Of course, students may still dress up as any book character of their 
choosing.  
 
BOOK FAIR: During Book Week, a Book Fair will be held in the OAGS Library. This will again be a selection of books from 
Scholastic. Cash only. 
 
PRC: A reminder that the Premiers Reading Challenge deadline is Friday the 30th of August. All completed reading records 
from Year 3 to Year 6 students need to be handed in to Ms Taylor. Kindergarten to Year 2 students will have completed 
their challenges in class. 
 
MAKERSPACE: This term we have the following MakerSpace groups running; Monday - Stage 3 Coding, Tuesday - Drawing 
Club, Wednesday - Stage 2 Craft (limited spaces) and Thursday - Lego Club 

 
 



                                       

   
Stage 2 students exploring some of the Picture Book of the Year selection for Book Week. 
 
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 
 

Stage 5 Science have big plans to light up the world!  
 
During Term 2, Stage 5 Science studied the topic of ‘Power to the People’. They learned 
about electricity, electrical circuits, energy, lighting and much more. The students put 
their knowledge and understanding to good use and designed affordable, light weight, 
easily reproduced lighting that can be shipped to third world countries. The lights were 
designed to be charged in the village on solar panels by day and produce enough 
energy for two hours of lighting each night. The students produced a variety of lighting 

options that were well thought out and built. 
 

       
Mrs Kate Collins 
Science Teacher 

 
LEAP@OAGS 2019  
Space Exploration Initiative – showcasing student work 

Throughout the year as a previous Newsletter article outlined, students of LEAP across the school have been working on a 
“Space Exploration Initiative to coincide with the fifty year anniversary of the first moon landing. Students have been 
tasked with a range of activities in which they are able to choose their own adventure, so to speak in order to fulfil the 
various challenges of this year’s LEAP Programme. 

All year, students in the programme have pushed the envelope to create pieces of work that showcase their skills and 
determination. As such, it gives me immense pleasure to present the first of these works from Bridget Watts of Stage 3, 
whom wrote an exceptional essay to the below focus question:  

Assess the ways in which the Space Race escalated conflict during the Cold War 

The Space Race refers to the 20th Century competition between two Cold War rivals, the Soviet Union and the United 
States of America, for dominance in space flight capability. The Space Race affected the Cold War through its 
technological contributions, though it also brought popular support for the space programs in both nations and found 
new patriotism after the horrors of World War Two. 

The Space Race was a huge exploration of space, discovered not only by the United States, however, also the Soviet 
Union. The Soviet Union started the Space Race with Sputnik, and the United States ended it with the first man on the 
moon, Commander Neil Armstrong who landed the Apollo 11 Lunar Module, along with Pilot Buzz Aldrin. While many 
believe the Cold War was just a War of words, and that almost no one died, this is only partly true. For example, while it 
may have mainly been a war of words, propaganda and spies, there were many other wars within the Cold War that 
both the USSR and the USA fought in, such as the war in Korea, Vietnam, and Afghanistan to name a few. 



                                       
 The Space Race not only escalated the Cold War, however, it also contributed to how science is perceived and 
studied today. Such as after the first man-made satellite to orbit earth was created, along with it came a campaign to 
change K-12 curriculum in the United States. With money from the National Science Foundation, academics started to 
rewrite curricula for physics, biology, chemistry and mathematics. 

The Cold War was between the United States and the Soviet Union. It was basically the two countries pointing nuclear 
weapons at each other. When the Soviet Union released Sputnik the United States got worried as it caught them by 
surprise. The USA wondered what other developments the Soviets were making in secrecy. They thought if the Soviet 
Union could release a satellite into space, they could send a nuclear weapon that could reach the United States. The 
United States believed they needed to catch up, so they started with their own satellites (Cadbury, 167). 

If the Space Race had never happened the world would not be the same, what started was a system of espionage 
and spying. The Cold War may not have occurred because this was a war fuelled by the idea of the United States and 
the Soviet Union beating one another to prove their country was the most advanced, which was an idea started 
through the Space Race. In other words it was somewhat a sequel to the Space Race. If either of these events had not 
happened, the world would likely not be where it is today with the progress made in space discovery. 

The Space Race impacted the world in so many ways, the Space Race started the scientific discovery of space. No 
one knew when the first satellite was launched if it would even make it into space. The first man on the moon was the 
biggest achievement and it gave not only the United States, however, the whole world hope for what is in the great 
beyond. It started a revolution of the space age leading to more exploration of the moon. 

The world has changed a lot after the Space Race as space exploration was taken much more seriously. The United 
States opened NASA, the biggest space organisation in the world. NASA discovers so much with all the technology and 
resources they have. Such as solar panels, artificial limbs, water filters, and smoke detectors. The discoveries didn’t just 
happen in the United States, other countries started discovering space too. The United States and the Soviet Union gave 
the rest of the world hope that they could also achieve something momentous. 

The Space Race was major and an influential event in history. It led to a drive for the United States and the Soviet Union 
to beat one another in the Cold War. It also led to so many more scientific discoveries then and later on. The Soviet 
Union started the race with just a small beeping satellite named Sputnik. The Space race helped scientists gain a 
knowledge of space, this was a giant leap in the way scientists study space and not only affected the outcome of the 
Cold War, but it also affected how science is studied today. 

Thank you Bridget for your hard work and dedication to the Space Exploration Initiative.  

Mr Luke Simkins 
Coordinator of LEAP 
 
Secondary Chess 
 
The Secondary Chess team travelled to Dubbo on Wednesday, 24th July 2019 and played Central West Leadership 
Academy in the semi final of the Western Region Secondary Chess competition. The young opponents played well, 
however, were defeated by some great moves and experience. The Chess team included Scott McGoldrick, Rhys 
Johnston, Tyler Jones and Clay Perkins. The team now moves on to the Grand Final of the Western Region Chess 
Competition and play against Kandos High School. This is a great accomplishment for the team. 
 

We are looking forward to a 
very musical term! 
Congratulations to Harrison, 
Scarlett, Toby, Sabrina, Oliver 
C, Charlie, Bridget, Oliver H, 
Cherry W and Leah P (absent) 
who successfully auditioned 
for the HICES Music festival 
coming up in Week 5.  

This term we welcome a new member to the music tutor staff, Mr Andrew 
French-Northam will be teaching guitar on Fridays. Andrew specialises in 
contemporary styles of guitar, electric guitar and bass. Please direct all 
enquiries to Mr Annett if you are interested in guitar lessons. 
 
Drum lessons are currently on hold until Mr Davis is well enough to return. If you have any concerns regarding drum tuition 
please contact Mr Annett. 
 



                                       
There was much excitement on Friday when a new addition to the music department arrived. The 4 timpanis will make a 
big difference to the sound of the bands and will offer percussion students another option for learning and performance. 
 

Coming up in Music: 
 
Weeks 3 & 4: AMEB Music Exams  
Week 5: HICES Music Festival 
Week 6: Orange Eisteddfod Choir Days 
Stage 1, 2, and 3 choirs as well as Stage 2 Singers and 
Mediant will be performing at Orange Function Centre on 
Friday 30th August during the morning session. Senior 
Vocal Ensemble will perform on Thursday 29th (TBC).  
Week 7: Orange Eisteddfod Band Days.  
Primary and Senior Concert Bands, Brass, Reed and Flute 
Choirs, the String Ensemble and maybe even some keen 
bucket drummers will all perform at the Function Centre on 
Wednesday 4th August.  

 
To all our students performing solos in the Eisteddfod and undertaking AMEB exams, as well as our verse speakers and 
dancers - break a leg!  
 
Mrs Priscilla Colgan & Mr Noel Annett 
Music Teachers 
 
Marianne Murphy Shield 2019 
 
On Thursday the 25th of July Orange Anglican Grammar 
had the U14s and U16s Netball teams compete in the 
Marianne Murphy Shield. This Competition is a yearly 
competition against all of the Secondary Schools in 
Orange: Orange High School, Canobolas High School, 
James Sheahan Catholic High School and KWS. Games 
started at 9am sharp! Each age group played four full 
games of netball, with multiple games back to back. This 
was a great experience for both the U14s and U16s 
netball teams. Every student that attended played 
extremely well, representing the school with excellent 
sportsmanship.  
 
Placings: 
U14s placed 5th 
U16s placed 4th 
 
I would like to give a big thank you to Jessica Curtin who 
umpired all day due to injury.  
Another big thank you to Grace Simpson, Jemma Curtin 
and Isla Stringer who filled in for the U16s Netball Team 
as the U16s netball team had players away and players 
injured/ sick. They were outstanding throughout the 
entire day. 
 
Saturday Netball Updates: 
The winter netball competition has been fantastic! I 
would like to give a massive thank you to all of our 
wonderful coaches and parent helpers as they have 
been outstanding.  
As we reach past the halfway mark, and towards the 
end of our netball season, I would like to keep all of our 
parents updated on all of our OAGS Netball Teams: 
 

• Net Set Go: 
U8 Cheetahs - Coached my Isabella Kane Assisted by Ruby Kane  
U9 Lightning Strikes - Coached by Bronte Preston 



                                       
The Net Set Go competition is for junior players who are 
starting out and learning the rules about netball. This 
competition has four more weeks until the end of the 
season.  
 

• Junior Competition 
U10 Fruit Loops - Coached by Lily Martin 
U11 Skittles - Coached by Catherine Keniry & Abby 
Tilburg 
U12 Leopards - Coached By Claire Ferguson & Jessica 
Curtin 
U12 Sweet & Sour - Coached By Abby Tilburg 
U13 Lets Do it - Coached By Alicia Robinson & Jessica 
Windus 
U15 Marvellous Mix-Ups - Coached by Abby Tilburg 
The Junior Competition has four weeks remaining until 
finals will begin. At this stage we will have the U10 Fruit Loops, U12 Leopards  and the U13s Lets Do It, reaching the finals. 
We wish our teams the best of luck! 
 

• Senior Competition 
Opens - Coached by Abby Tilburg 
The senior competition also has four weeks remaining 
until the start of the finals. We will have our opens team 
competing in the finals.  
 
We wish all our teams the best of luck for the end of the 
season!  
 
New Zealand Trip 
As we get closer to the end of the Netball season we 
also get closer to our opens netball trip to New Zealand! 
Netball players from the Opens and U15s netball teams 
will be travelling to the International Netball Festival in 
New Zealand. The team will compete in a three day 
competition against teams from all over the world.  
All netball players have been fundraising for their trip. 
Please help all of our players fundraise! 
All 10 players have been selling boxes of Krispy Kreme Donuts. 12 Original glazed donuts! $30.00 per box. WHAT A GREAT 
DEAL! 
Please support our players as they have all given back to the school in numerous ways - giving up their time to coach 
junior teams, helping on Saturdays at the local netball competition and helping throughout any school competitions. 
 
New Zealand Team: 

• Claire Ferguson 
• Isabella Kane 
• Brooke Windus 
• Lily Martin 
• Jessica Curtin 
• Amelia Patterson 
• Emily Patterson 
• Ella Stringer 
• Megan Cox  
• Arkira Sheldon 

 
Miss Abby Tilburg 
Netball Coordinator  
 
 
    
 



                                       

 
RECRUITING NOW 

 
252 ACU will conduct an Information night for students (and their parents) interested in joining the Army Cadet Unit. This 
event is for those who seek more information prior to making a decision as well as those that have already made the 
decision to join. 
 
The unit is open to students in Years 7 - 10 in the Orange area and surrounding district. We parade each Monday (4.30-
7.30pm) during Term time at the Orange Anglican Grammar School site. 
 
Venue - Monday 5 AUGUST at 5 pm in the Media Centre at OAGS. Attendees are also welcome to view training and join 
us at our Monday sausage sizzle. 
Details of the online enrolment (a requirement by Army to cover compensation and allow forecasting for uniforms etc) 
will be demonstrated. For those who have already made the decision to join and want to get an early start, you can 
commence the online enrolment by: 
 
1. Go to website – www.armycadets.gov.au 
2. Select - How to join 
3. Select - Join online for cadets 
4. Select – join online form 
5. Type 252ACU 
6. Select – green square with shoes 
7. Select – choose the unit 
8. Complete the form and select submit 
9. Further instructions and details can then be emailed to you 
 
The next opportunity to join will be in February 2020.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  
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WRAS Link:https://wras.org.au/programs/netball-2/#1538022183006-f0288121-ebdf  
 

 
 
Representative Touch Football Link: 

http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc_page.cgi?client=0-467-0-0-0&sID=6270&&news_task=DETAIL&articleID=65832433 
 

https://wras.org.au/programs/netball-2/#1538022183006-f0288121-ebdf
http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc_page.cgi?client=0-467-0-0-0&sID=6270&&news_task=DETAIL&articleID=65832433


                                       

 

 


