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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
5 March 2018 
 
From the Headmaster…  
 
@OAGS Teachers are Engineering Academic Growth for 
Every Student 
 
Planning is a rewarding and creative process, but there 
is nothing quite like rolling your sleeves up and getting 
into making and building something new or improved. I 
have now been to many of the teacher’s Stage 
Meetings, now referred to as SAGE (Student Academic Growth Engineer) 
Meetings. Here I have joined in the professional dialogue and process undertaken 
by seasoned teachers exploring ways to improve outcomes for individual 
students, small groups and classes. Whilst this sort of discussion isn’t new at OAGS, 
what is new and exciting is that we now have timetabled periods during the day 
for SAGE Teams to meet and make it happen, in combination with a well-
resourced process to make sure that discussions are turned into effective actions. 
What is now evident are discussions and plans more rapidly turning into reality 
through engineering, implementing and building effective academic growth in 
all of our children across all stages. 
 
LEAP@OAGS 
 
A ‘Leveraging Enhanced Academic Performance’ LEAP@OAGS program is 
currently being developed and explored by the Executive Team for students 
demonstrating consistent high academic achievement. These students often 
need to be academically stretched well beyond the usual demands of the 
classroom. Mentoring is a wonderful tool for young people to grow both 
personally and professionally and there is a great deal of research supporting its 
many benefits. As such, under development is the individualised teacher 
mentorship that will form a key aspect of the LEAP program. This will allow students 
to further stretch themselves academically through viewing issues and subjects 
from a variety of perspectives, focusing on problem-solving, decision-making, 
individual goal setting and self-reflective practices and a pursuit of personal 
interests. Specialist learning plans will be created from these sessions which 
address, extend and further leverage academic performance in areas of student 
interest as well as improving overall academic growth. 
 
Under Cover Play and 
Performance Area 
 
Whilst we are still at the design 
stage, we are all excited about 
the next building project and 
enclosing the area in front of the 
Media Centre. This area will 
have many useful purposes; 

• Primary and Secondary 
Wet Weather Play Area 

• 2x Basketball, Netball 
and Tennis Courts 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please find the up-to-date 

Planner on the Website: 
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.a

u/notes-info 
 

HICES Swimming 
7 March 2018 

 
Kindergarten (2019) Info 

Night  
14 March 2018  

 
Stage 3 Camp 

14 – 16 March 2018 
 

Sydney Royal Easter Show 
20-26 March 2018 

 
Year 7 (2019) Info Night 

21 March 2018  
 

WAS Netball Trials 
26 March 2018 

 
AICES Swimming 
27 March 2018 

 
OAGS Easter Fair 
29 March 2018 
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• A Creative and Performing Arts Centre for Performance 
• A Whole School Meeting and Gathering Place 

 
I will be meeting with the architect and project manager again this week and intend to keep you updated as the project 
develops. 

 
 
In the meantime, we can all enjoy the current improvements to the School grounds including Library Lawn, Athletics 
Track, Triple Jump Pits, Oval and School grounds entry improvement, School flags and signage lighting.  
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 
 
Year 11 Commencement Dinner 
 
We started a new tradition at OAGS this week as we gathered for our first 
ever Year 11 Commencement dinner. Coinciding with the first day of 
Autumn, the Year 11s feverishly worked in the afternoon to transform the 
Senior Study outdoor area into an alfresco dining courtyard. The effect was 
stunning (the pictures speak for themselves). Under the tireless and expert 
eyes of Mrs Karen Huntley and Mrs Amanda Jewell, the venue soon looked 
like a wedding reception and as guests arrived, the ambience was 

electrifying. Mrs Fisher from the canteen catered 
a street food menu, ably assisted by her team of 
Year 10 helpers who acted as waiters, mocktail 
creators, ushers and kitchen hands. Well done to 
Year 10, it’s your turn next year!  
 
 
The evening served as a moment in time where we as a staff gathered with the families of Year 
11 to offer them our support and encouragement as they take this enormous step up into their 
senior most years of schooling. The evening included a marvellous menu of fine food and drink, 
dessert, speeches and of course some impromptu dancing to wrap up the night. God was 
very kind to us with a picture perfect evening in Orange with the rising full moon, a gentle 

breeze and perfect temperatures. Year 11 we wish you well, we are with you, behind you and beside you every step of 
the way. 
 

In addition to those people already 
mentioned above, special thanks go out 
to Mrs Lucinda Bradford and the P&F for 
the catering equipment and flowers, 
Felicity and Stuart Harris, Tim and Kelli 
Johnston for providing props/equipment 
and Beau and Katie Baddock for the 
Agrestic wine barrels. 
 

 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 



                                       
Assembly Achievement Awards - 20 dojo points.  
Our reward and recognition program is gaining pace and students are 
working hard to get Dojo points for meeting their academic goals.  
Kinder: Avneet Kaur, Adeline Wilson 
Stage 1 Isabelle Provost, Madison Wright, Ivy Rengger, Adelaide 
Thompson, Manny Tandang, Susie Fox, Joey Bock, Hayden Hyde, Sophie 
Harris, Josh Hazelton, Sam Brown, Leo Hutchesson, Lilly Kingsley-Miller, Vivi 
Newcombe, Emily Meiring, Elizabeth Vucak, Amelie Macdonald, Alex 
Cribb, Abigail Masters 
Stage 2: Ava Cameron, Blake Gleeson, Emma Jurd, Esther lee, Greg 
Finlay, Isabella Vucak, Jasmine Griffiths, Macey Paul, Macquarie 
Bradford, Mia Kendell, Miley O’Brien, Phoebe Paynter, Sasha Green, 
Rohan Mittal, Stella Ross, Bethany Baker, Bella Blowes, Oliver Hyde, 
Imogen Johnston, Milla Jurd, Isabelle Newcombe, Evangeline Sheldon, 
Daxton Zakaria, Alex Trott, Calai Bunworth, Celeste Rengger, Darcy 
Speers, Evie Yang, Finn Dwyer, Jocelyn Blair, Lily Englund, Luke Brown, Max 
Rimmer, Nick Irwin, Ryan Ninness, Sarah Barclay, Sonny Tandang 
Stage 3 ; Lara Whybrow, Andy Ferrito, Sabrina McKay,  Eva Green 

Primary School Leadership and Welfare. 
Now that Primary School Leadership Team is in place, we are meeting 
fortnightly to discuss leadership opportunities and initiatives.  

Mr Keith Macleay  
Head of Primary Welfare  
                         

The 78-Storey Treehouse 

On Tuesday the 20th of February, Stage 3 took a trip to the Orange Civic Theatre to see a performance of ‘The 78-Storey 
Treehouse’, as part of our studies in English and Drama. This was an engaging and exciting play written by Richard 
Tulloch, and adapted from the book series written by Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton.   
All the students enjoyed the fun-filled performance, which was full of clever 
sound effects, exciting lighting, colourful sets and engaging acting.   
 
Bridget Watts  
“One thing I enjoyed in the 78-Storey Treehouse was the intergalactic space 
fight. Andy and Terry both wore fluro jackets, pants, space packs and anklets. 
Andy ended up throwing Terry into a black hole which stretched Terry out into 
a long, thin, sock like Terry. After the intergalactic space fight Andy and Terry 
made up and became best friends again.” 
 
Rohan Gardoll 
“What I enjoyed most about the 78-storey Treehouse was the giant space 
battle between Andy and Terry. It was all about Jill borrowing a chip from 
Andy’s high security chip storage facility. I also enjoyed it when Jill zoomed in 
from outer space after rescuing some animals. The funniest part was when 
Andy checked his high security chip storage facility and he had to fight the 
angry duck.” 
 
Mr Kyle Palmer 
Stage 3 Tonga Teacher 
 

Library@OAGS  
Book Club:  Thank you to those families who ordered from Issue 1 for 2018. Your items should be here very shortly. If you 
have any queries, please direct them to Ms Taylor. 
Premier’s Reading Challenge: In the coming weeks, students in Year 3 to Year 6 will receive an information letter and 
student reading log for the Premier’s Reading Challenge. Students in Kindergarten, Year 1 and 2 will complete the 
challenge in their classrooms with their teachers. If you have a child in Year 2 who you believe should do the Year 3/4 
level challenge, please email Ms Taylor so that it can be organised through the PRC portal. Likewise, if your child is in 
Year 3 or 4 and you believe they could do the 5/6 level challenge. 



Homework Club: A reminder that this is available to students in Year 1 to Year 6. This service runs on Monday afternoons 
from 3.15pm until 4pm. Pick up is from library or from the old kiss and drop, adjacent to the Junior School playground 
area.

Library Monitors: it is with great pleasure that I announce the 2018 Library Monitors! Isla Stringer, Grace Simpson, Andi 
Ferrito, Amelie Fowler, Olivia Jeffress, Orlagh Fock, Erin Dewar, Harriet Grounds, Patrick Wright, Cherry Wilson, Bridget 
Watts, Isabelle Hassall, Dalee Kim, Abby Choi and Ethan Petschel. 

Quite a substantial list, but these Year 5 students have been marvellous at organising a roster and showing responsibility 
and servant leadership in the school. The duties include returning books, re-shelving books, tidying shelves and assisting 
younger students who visit the Library at lunchtimes and are logging on to devices. They are very proud to wear their 
special Library Monitor badges and Ms Taylor is very proud of their servant leadership qualities.

(NB: not all monitors were available for a photo)

Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher Librarian 

Music News 

We are delighted to hear so much beautiful music coming out of our new peripatetic 
rooms. With more than 100 students enrolled in music tuition across the school, our music 
centre is bustling with lessons and rehearsals. Many bands and ensembles have started up 
and all the hire instruments have been distributed. Please ensure that any requests from 
tutors regarding equipment or resources (e.g. reeds, books or rosin) are purchased 

promptly. 
While we do our best to keep tutors informed of school events, please feel free to email your child's tutor with plenty of 
notice if your child will not be in attendance during their lesson time. Rescheduling of lessons will 
be at the tutor's discretion.  

Anzac Day this year falls during the holidays. Our Senior Choir has the privilege of having been 
invited to lead the singing and present a performance for the Dawn Service and Morning Service 
at Robertson Park. Rehearsals are already underway, so please let Mrs Colgan know if you are 
unable to attend. Regular attendance at rehearsal is vital for all members of Senior Choir. We 
would especially welcome some new male vocalists.  

We have had many inquiries about guitar tuition - so many in fact that our current guitar tutor is now fully booked. What 
a terrific problem to have! We are currently investigating alternate arrangements for the many students who would like 
to enrol in guitar lessons. Keep an eye on future newsletters for an update. 

Yours musically, 

Mrs Priscilla Colgan and Mr Noel Annett. 
Music Teachers 



From the Sport Department 

It has been a huge few weeks in Sport at OAGS so we thought it would be a good idea to recap some of the big 
events and achievements of our students so far in Term 1. 

OAGS Swimming Carnival 
2018 saw another colourful event at the Orange Aquatic Centre with students 
from Bandhaa, Biladurang, Dinawan and Gugaa proudly representing their 
house both in the pool and as supporters in the stands. There were many fine 
individual performances in the water with an astonishing 30 records being 
broken over the course of the event. At the end of the day, and for the 6th 
straight carnival, Biladurang emerged the winners, narrowly edging out Dinawan 
in the final points score. Well done to all competitors and thank you to all the 
parents and friends of the school that came along to support on day. 

2018 Age Champions and Reserve Champions 

Girls 

Junior Primary Runner Up Imogen Johnston 

Junior Primary Champion Chloe Provost 

Senior Primary Runner Up Isla Stringer 

Senior Primary Champion Kyla Brown 

Junior Secondary Runner Up Ella Stringer 

Junior Secondary Champion Jessica Curtin 

Intermediate Secondary Runner Up Isabella Noble 

Intermediate Secondary Champion Charlie Watson 

Senior Secondary Runner Up Jessica Windus 

Senior Secondary Champion Bronte Preston 

Boys 

Junior Primary Runner Up Luke Brown 

Junior Primary Champion James Fairley 

Senior Primary Runner Up Olsen Kennedy 

Senior Primary Champion Callum Brown 

Junior Secondary Runner Up Oliver Thompson 

Junior Secondary Champion Rhys Johnston 

Intermediate Secondary Runner Up Harry Stringer 

Intermediate Secondary Champion Jock Johnston 

Senior Secondary Runner Up Angus Johnston 

Senior Secondary Champion Hamish Bracey 

WAS Swimming Carnival 
Last Friday night a team of 17 swimmers travelled to St Stanislaus College to compete at the 2018 WAS Swimming 
Carnival. It was great to see many of our parents in the stands helping to cheer our swimmers on and there were many 
fine performances in the pool. A special mention to our male swimmers whose combined efforts helped us to come 
away form the event with the Boys Percentage Shield for the first time since 2010. 



Congratulations to the following students on qualifying for the WAS team to compete at the AICES 
Swimming Carnival on the 27th of March: 

Tobias Johnston, Jessica Curtin, Ashleigh Squire, Kate McMaster, Rhys Johnston, Emma McMaster, 
Jock Johnston, Charlie Watson, Angus Johnston and Hamish Bracey. 

WAS Touch Football 
On Saturday the 24th of February, the OAGS girls junior Touch football team competed in the WAS 
touch Gala Day against girls from Kinross Wolaroi School, All Saints College and the Scots School 
for selection in the WAS representative team. 

The team started the day with an impressive 3-0 win against the Kinross B team, and followed it 
with a dominant 4-2 victory over The Scots School. Unfortunately playing the entire day with only one sub took its toll in 
the end with OAGS narrowly going down 3-1 in a tough fought game against Kinross A's. 

Despite being 1-2 years younger than the majority of the girls they were playing against, our girls put in a real 'team' 
performance and the high quality of their play was recognised by the external selectors with 6 out of our 7 players being 
invited to take part in the possibles/probables game. (We are still waiting to hear about the final selections)  

A huge congratulations to the following girls on their efforts, particularly to Laura Sharp who has been giving up her time 
to coach and mentor our younger girls. 

Congratulations to the following students on their selections in WAS representative teams 
Hailey Spirit-Jones- Girls Basketball 
Laura Sharp- Girls Touch Football 
Lily Martin- Girls Touch Football 

Ben Doyle
OAGS Sport Coordinator 

NETBALL 

Orange Netball Association has placed the responsibility on to the clubs to sort players with similar skills into appropriate 
teams, as there will be no regrading. This is why it has been necessary for OAGS netball to organise skills sessions and 
trials. 

Miss Tilburg has been conducting skills sessions for the last 3 weeks to gauge player’s skill level. Many players have taken 
advantage of these sessions, which is wonderful to see. Thank you to those players who attended. 

Currently with the number of interest gathered, OAGS will hope to place most players into teams but this will mean that 
some players will be playing up an age group. OAGS will be doing the very best to place players in the appropriate 
teams.  
We hope all families and players understand that it is a very difficult task and the school may not be able to satisfy 
family’s requests. Teams will be finalised next week. 

What the age groups may look like: 
• Under 8s (Netset go), Under 9s, Under 10s, Under 11s, Under 12s, Under 15s, Division 7 Senior

Reminder all players must attend trials. If unable to attend please submit a letter of recommendation to 
sheryll.selwood@oags.nsw.edu.au before Monday. 

Monday, 5th March 
- Year 3/4    3:30-4:00pm
- Year 5/6  4:00-4:30pm
- Year 7/8/9/10 4:30-5:00pm 

mailto:sheryll.selwood@oags.nsw.edu.au


Up and coming netball events: 
• WAS - Wednesday 28 March 2018 (Year 7-10)
• NSW School Cup - Cowra Netball Association Wednesday 30 May, 2018
• HICES - Hills Grammar School Friday 4th May 2018
• Local Carnivals - TBA (open to any age groups)
• Marianne Murphy Shield - TBA (Secondary)

More information to follow in regards to teams, coaches, training days, registration and purchasing dresses. 

Netball Coordinators 
Mrs Sheryll Selwood and Abby Tilburg 

SKILLS SESSION WITH MISS TILBURG 

To register for Orange Anglican Grammar School Netball visit
https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/local-sport  

*Note: Please note, while registering for Orange Anglican Grammar school netball your child is entitled to
the ‘Active kids’ $100.00 Voucher. This is a voucher sponsored by the NSW Government which allows
participants to receive a $100.00 discount towards their child’s chosen sport/ activity. To apply for this 

voucher go to www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-active-kids-voucher 
Please ensure that you enter your voucher code, before proceeding for payment, otherwise you will not 

receive the $100.00 ‘Active Kids’ discount. 

https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/local-sport
http://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-active-kids-voucher


Stress Less with Years 11 and 12 

On the 15th of February, Years 11 and 12 took part in a Stress Less Information 
Session, where we were introduced to ideas and ways to reduce our stress and to 
also remind ourselves of the importance of our mental health during our HSC. With 
the session starting off with a Mindfulness Activity where narrated by Jen, we all 
centred our minds and concentrated on the senses of our bodies and slowed 
down our thoughts. This was followed by a video about the Mental Health 
continuum and how there is no good or bad state of mental health but rather a 
spectrum that we travel up and down constantly. 
Representatives from Headspace Orange gave us a presentation on the services 
available to all at the local centre, as well as hotlines and websites to assist us at any time, during some of the most 
stressful years that we as teenagers will experience. Skillset also came and showed us that there are other paths to 
getting our dream careers other than a university degree. 

The session overall helped us all with strategies on how to handle and reduce our stress but also that mental health is as 
vital as our physical health. With the help of Mr Brown, Mrs Daugherty, and the guest speaks, students from Year 11s 
and 12s will now stress less. 

Caitlyn Wright 
Year 12 Student 

OAGS Talented Athlete Program (TAP)  
The OAGS Talented Athlete Program is a new initiative in 2018.  It is designed to support students who have previously 
competed at a high level of Athletics and/or Cross Country competition.  The programme is aimed at enhancing skill 
development, improving fitness, ensuring adequate preparation in the lead up to school-based representative events 
and providing a support structure for students performing at high level of representative Athletics or Cross Country. 
Interested students nominated themselves for this program and the number and standard of applications received were 
extremely high.  Congratulations to the following students who have been selected into the 2018 OAGS Talented Athlete 
Program: 
Jocelyn Blair, Milla Jurd, Blake Gleeson, Isla Stringer; Lucy Martin, Molly Duffell, Jessica Curtin, Bayden Willis, Claire 
Ferguson and Jackson Willis. 

Athletics Training 
OAGS Athletics Training has started for 2018 for students in Years 2-10.  Any student who is interested in athletics and 
running, is enthusiastic and who is looking for some fun, should come along and join us for weekly group based training 
sessions. This year, Athletics Training will be held on Friday afternoons, 3.30 - 4.30pm. 
Training runs from Term 1 to the end of Term 3 each year.  In Term 1, we cover fitness and Cross Country skills in the lead 
up to the OAGS Cross Country early in term 2.  In Terms 2 and 3, the focus shifts to Athletics (Track & Field) and we spend 
time learning the correct techniques and skills for each of the main events, while having fun and keeping fit.  The sessions 
are suitable for beginners through to those with intermediate skill levels. 
Students are to meet at Mrs Willis’ room (MC3) at 3.30pm, in comfortable training clothes and with a full water bottle.  At 
the conclusion of training, students can be collected from the Murphy Lane end of Trinity Oval. 
For any questions or enquiries, please email Mrs Jessica Willis at jessica.willis@oags.nsw.edu.au. 

Mrs Jessica Willis
(OAGS Athletics Coordinator) 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is an internationally recognised program for young people, building their 
skills to equip them for life and work. By creating opportunities for young people to develop skills, get physically active, 
give service and experience adventure, the Award can play a critical role in their development.

mailto:jessica.willis@oags.nsw.edu.au


The choice to do The Duke of Ed is entirely voluntary and every Award is different. Each Participant chooses what 
activities they want to take part in for each Section. It is a very personal program that offers young people a structure 
to fulfill their passions and ambitions in a way that suits them. They have the freedom to progress through The Duke of Ed 
according to their personal needs and abilities.

If you are aged 14 and over and are interested in completing The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award or have any 
questions please contact Mrs Kerridge at erica.kerridge@oags.nsw.edu.au or for more details about the award go to 
http://www.dukeofed.com.au

Mrs Erica Kerridge
H.S.I.E Secondary Teacher 

Bandhaa Pastoral Care News 
“Small deeds done are better than great deeds planned.”

(Peter Marshall)

Domestic violence, or family violence, is violent, abusive or intimidating behaviour in a relationship. Abusive behaviour 
isn’t just physical violence. It can be any behaviour meant to control, dominate, humiliate or scare the other person. 
One in three women have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by someone known to them. One in four 
children are exposed to domestic violence.

Through education, raising awareness, creative campaigns, preventative programs, partnerships and political 
advocacy, White Ribbon Australia highlights the positive role men can play in stopping violence against women, 
enabling them to be part of this social change.

It was with this in mind that Bandhaa have agreed to support this organisation as their 2018 charity. During Pastoral Care 
time, it has been wonderful to see the students proactive in discussing how they can help White Ribbon. Led by House 
Captain Hillary Owen, we are super excited for the activities we can run to not only raise money for this worthy 
organisation, but also awareness for their cause. Further details on what fundraising activities are planned will follow 
soon.

Mrs Karen Huntly
Bandhaa Pastoral Care Teacher 

Yr 11 Investigating Science 

Students have been exploring the presentation of primary data collected from scientific investigations. Today involved 
collecting Beetles (order Coleoptera), and producing visual representations through scientific drawings and 
photographs. 

Mrs Erin Gibson

mailto:erica.kerridge@oags.nsw.edu.au
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Please submit your ‘Sports for Schools’ vouchers to administration. We appreciate your support! 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/ 

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  

mailto:enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/


Charles Sturt University (CSU) Information Night 
Starting university is an exciting time for students and 
their families. It’s a time to be proud of everything 
your child has achieved so far, as you look forward 
to watching them stand on their own feet and 
become independent young adults. 

We understand that navigating the higher 
education landscape can be like learning a whole 
other language. That’s where our Prospective 
Student Advisers can help you. They’re here for you 
– to simplify the application process so you can give
your child the best support possible.

Join us at our Orange parent information evenings 
to find out everything you need know about your 

child getting into uni, including: 
- how and what to research when it comes to choosing a uni
- what to budget for and tips on saving for study
- how you can help your son or daughter prepare for university.

Date: Tuesday 13 March 
Time: 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
Location: Orange Ex-Services Club, Tobruk Room, 231-242 Anson Street, Orange 
Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/337001460132329/ 

It’s free for parents to attend and they can register online at the following link http://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/school-
leaver/preparing/parents/parent-information-evenings, or register on the night. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=242+Anson+Street,+Orange&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.facebook.com/events/337001460132329/
http://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/school-leaver/preparing/parents/parent-information-evenings
http://futurestudents.csu.edu.au/school-leaver/preparing/parents/parent-information-evenings

