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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
 
6 December 2019 
 
From the Headmaster….  
 

Securing Success in 2019 

It has been an honour to serve another great year as Headmaster in 2019. 
I have had the privilege of witnessing another year of amazing growth, not 
only in our student population, but also in our facilities, programmes and 
initiatives.    

‘The Hangar’, officially opened this year, has had a significant and positive 
impact on the daily operations of the School. This year we hosted many 
great events under ‘The Hangar’ including the Book Week Parade, The 
OAGS Sports Awards, Christmas Carols Evening, The inaugural 252 Army 
Cadet Parade this Saturday the 7 December and the major event of the 
year, Presentation Evening on our final day of School for 2019. Next year, 
we look forward to this venue hosting the highly anticipated ‘Matilda the 
Musical’. It’s humbling and encouraging to see our entire school 
community gather together under this wonderful facility with the promise 
of more still to come.  

At the presentation evening on Wednesday next week, I look forward to 
announcing the advancement of the next phase of development. The 
new two million dollar initiative over the next two years is part of the OAGS 
10 year master plan, meeting the needs of the school and its growing 
community. 

Whilst I have been impressed with the new facilities, I cannot express 
enough gratitude for the amazing team of staff assembled at OAGS. Their 
strength, professionalism and dedication to each of our students and 
families of OAGS is ultimately, what makes this school such a thriving and 
enjoyable place to be. God has truly blessed us with good things at OAGS, 
may we continue to honour Him as he prospers the work of our hands. 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates please visit 

the live calendar on the Website  
 

Click for 2020 Term Dates 
 

2019  
 

Year 6 Celebration 

9 December 2019 

Wontama Christmas Carols 

9 December 2019 

Final Class Dojo Assembly 

11 December 2019 

Final day of school 

11 December 2019 

OAGS Presentation Night 

11 December 2019 

 

2020 
Year 7, 11, 12, Transition & Peer Support 

Leaders (Yrs 9/10) commence 

28 January 2020 

Year 1 – 12 commencement 

29 January 2020 

Kindergarten commencement 

30 January 2020 

 

Alinta Uniform Shop 

 Pre-commencement hours 

Monday 20 January, 8am-12pm 

Tuesday 21 January, 8am-12pm 

Thursday 23 January, 8am-12pm 

Tuesday 28 January, 1pm – 4pm 

Wednesday 29 January, 8:30am – 10:30am 

Thursday 30 January, 8:30am – 10am 

 

Online shopping and bookings here: 

https://www.alintaapparel.com.au/ 
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As I sign off on the last newsletter of 2019, I look forward to meeting with you all at the Presentation Day here at the School 
on the 11 December. I pray for a time of rest, that each of us will be energised and take up our place in the fabulous 
community of Orange for 2020. 

In Christ’s service, 

Rev Louis Stringer 
 
Business Studies Excursion to Nestle Purina Blayney Plant 

The HSC Business Studies students recently travelled to the Nestle, Purina Plant 
in Blayney to participate in a presentation about the business's operations and 
they took a tour of the plant. The aim of this excursion was to cover the HSC 
Business Studies Operations topic and provide students with a valuable case 
study for the HSC Business Studies course. The students had an informative and 
enjoyable day. 

Mrs Erica Kerridge  

 

Kindergarten Koalas - STEM 

In Kindergarten Koalas we have been engaging in the diverse world of STEM 
and STEAM. Students are beginning to develop skills such as problem solving, 
critical thinking, team work, communication, independent thinking and 
digital literacy. We have been incorporating the skills of STEM into our 
Literacy lessons by engaging with digital texts and embedding critical 
thinking whilst learning about fairy tales. Kindergarten have explored the 
term ‘floating’ and researched about how something floats. Students were 
tasked to design and create a raft to carry their gingerbread man across a flowing river. They 
were given a limited amount of materials: 6 straws, 6 paddlepop sticks and some masking tape. 
Upon reflection students discussed with partners how they could improve their design to make 
sure their gingerbread man didn’t get soggy and break.  

We have also explored the use of Bee Bots in Mathematics and Science, 
engaging in positional language and direction to move an object around 
a set path. Kindergarten Koalas designed and built a race track using 
concrete materials from the classroom. Firstly students had to explore the 
world of simple coding and how a simple machine such as a Bee Bot uses 
those codes to move in different directions. Once students become familiar 
with the beginning ideas and phases of coding they were then able to put 
this into play using their Bee Bot to move around the floor. As a class we 
discussed using directional language, how we could create a race track for 
our Bee Bots and to correctly code the machine to follow directions. This 
lesson had a lot of trial and error, although, we did manage to get our Bee Bots from the starting 
line to the finish line! We love exploring STEM!  

Mrs Erin Purvis 

 

    
 



                                       
Cross Country Training 2019 
For the past 3 terms, a dedicated group of students have turned up to weekly Cross Country training. These students have 
braved cold and wet conditions, and recently the heat, to improve their long distance running skills. The students have 
been committed to each and every training session, and have seen their run times improve. I have been extremely 
impressed by the dedication and commitment of these students and can not wait to continue training next year.  
 
Miss Stephanie Harrison  

            
 

Transition 
 
Another wonderful week in Transition as the year draws to a 
close. It is lovely to reflect and hear the students' reflections on 
what they feel they have learnt this year and what they enjoyed 
about being in Transition. Their comments about friendships and 
being ready for Kindergarten made us all so proud. It has truly 
been a wonderful group. We celebrated the end of the year 
with our families at the Transition and Kindergarten End of Year 
Assembly.  
This week,  we also had a visit from the 'Living Safely with Dogs' programme 

which is specifically designed for Preschool children. It discusses with them how to be safe around 
dogs at home and out in the community. We also had a visit from some Grandparents who are visiting 
from Germany. The students were curious and asked interesting questions relating to food, toys and 
school in Germany. The animals have all been doing well, and as you can see from the photographs 
have grown with all the love and care they get from the Transition staff and students. 
 
It has been a wonderful year. Enjoy the Summer break. 
The Transition Team 
 

 

 
 
 



                                       

Library@OAGS 
Premier’s Reading Challenge: Congratulations to the following students who achieved their Gold PRC 
Certificate for 2019; Georgie Simpson, Max Rimmer, Alyssa Oh, Lucy Jurd, Charlotte Johnstone, Leo 
Hutchesson, Isobel Harris and Susannah Fox. These certificates are awarded to students who have 
completed the challenge 4 times. A BIG congratulations to Ethan Petschel of Year 6, who achieved 
his Platinum award (for completing the challenge 7 years running from Kindergarten to Year 6). Well 
Done!! All participant certificates will be sent home in student report folders. 
Library Book Round-up: Thank you to all who have returned their library books thus far. If your child still 
has library books at home, please ensure they are returned by the last day of the school term at the very latest.  
Merry Christmas to all and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year!  
 
Mrs Karelle Taylor 
Teacher Librarian 

Year 7 Girls Unity, Service and Friendship Bonding Day 

On Thursday 28 November, the Year 7 Girls came together with Mrs. Karen Huntly and Mrs. Natalie Daugherty for a day of 
friendship bonding, service and unity building.  Our first exercise consisted of a forgiveness activity.  We liked this activity 
because it allowed us to forgive and let go of our grudges.  Our second activity involved affirming each other. Each girl 
gave the girl sitting next to her  a ribbon that had a colour depicting affirming words such as loyalty, humble, kindness, 
energetic, etc.  We then baked and gift wrapped cookies, in teams, for the residents of Wontoma.  

We loved visiting the residents of Wontoma because they had many interesting stories such as how they lived their lives 
when they were younger.  It was a good challenge for us because some of us are shy and it forced us to get out of our 
comfort zones.  We then enjoyed a pizza lunch in Cook Park sharing with everyone one thing we are grateful for and one 
thing that has been a challenge for us in 2019.  We also enjoyed a fun team activity involving keeping a beach ball off 
the ground.  

Our fun day ended with writing affirming letters to a different girl in the cohort.  We loved giving and receiving with this 
activity because it made us feel happy, and it made us realise that we are truly loved, strong, beautiful and a gift to the 
world.  Thank you to Mrs. Huntly and Mrs. Daugherty for all of your efforts and support. We had a wonderful, awesome 
day! Holly Lane, Jessica O’Connor - Year 7  



                                       
Ladies of the Land Fundraiser  
 
The Girls of 46:5 would like to thank all of the students and families that helped make the ‘Ladies of the Land’ fundraiser a 
huge success.  We raised over $600!  After costs, we were able to purchase enough gifts to fill 30 shoeboxes!  The 
shoeboxes are filled with candles, journals, pens, teas, biscuits, lip gloss, shower caps, etc., and will be delivered to New 
Life City Church where they will be collected and distributed to different ladies of the land throughout Australia.  This 
fundraiser has really given the girls in 46:5 a chance to serve in the community. While packing each box, it felt personal 
because we wanted to make sure each lady would feel recognised and loved by God from the moment they opened 
their shoeboxes. Thank you again for your donations and support.  God bless you and your family this Christmas season.   
Acts 20:35 (NIV) - ‘It is more blessed than to receive.’ 
Suzie Daugherty - Year 10  
  

   
 

    
  
 
Secondary School Honour Roll 
To attain the Bronze award, secondary school students must receive 5 recognitions in at least one of the 4 strands of 
achievement: Academic, Sport, Cultural and Service. The following students have recently been awarded their Bronze 
lapel pin. 

 
Brynn Player    Clay Perkins  Cleaa Taylor  Jade Branwhite 
Kaitlyn Davis  Kiara Wiggins  Luke Reed  Oliver Thompson 
Snigda Kaipu  Storm Rapley  Thapelo Nare  Tiffany Mitchell 
Tiffany Pretorious  Zali Whybrow 

  
To attain the Silver Award, secondary school students must receive 10 recognitions in at least two of the 4 strands of 
achievement. The following students have recently been awarded their Silver lapel pin. 

 
 
Ryan Chirenje 
Trinity Radburn 
 

 
To attain the Gold Award, secondary school students must receive 20 recognitions in at least three of the 4 strands of 
achievement. The following students have recently been awarded their Gold lapel pin. 

Adelaide Webster 
Charlie Watson 
Hayden Spedding 
Rhys Johnston 
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