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It ’s a date… 
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are subject  to change given  
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20 September – 8 October  

OAGS School Holidays 

 

11 October 

Term 4 commences 

 

20 & 27 October  

Kindergarten 2022 Orientation 

 

4 November  

Year 7 2022 Orientation Day 

 

9 November  

HSC Exams Commence 

 

10 November  

Sports Awards  

 

8 December 

Last Day of School 2021 
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From the Headmaster…  

I want to take this opportunity to thank our community for your 
patience and unwavering support as we continue to be challenged 
by Covid-19 and stay at home orders. In past years this week would 
be the highly anticipated ‘Valedictory Week’ for our Year 12 
graduating class. The Valedictory Week is a key moment in time 
where we stop to recognise, give thanks and celebrate our departing 
Year 12 students. 

We all feel the loss of being unable to personally celebrate this time with them right now. In 
speaking with our Year 12 students and Executive Team, we have agreed that this right of 
passage for our School and our Year 12 students is too important to brush past, or try and 
replicate over a technology platform. The timing may be different, but the tradition of 
saying farewell and valedictory will be ensured and shared together as a community. We 
need it as much as they do, and it will happen in good time. I look forward to making 
announcements early next term. Our Year 12 students and their journey continues to be at 
the forefront of our minds, and the consistent point in our prayers. Year 12, we are so proud 
of your resilience, and we are here for you, to lift you up as you tackle this final challenge 
before the next step in your journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 

Blessings often come in small packages 
Whilst Term 3 presented many challenges, our community 
welcomed two wonderful blessings.  
 
Darcy Carlyle Hudson 
Mrs Hudson’s baby boy has arrived! Emma & Jimmy welcomed 
Darcy on 1st August 2021. Darcy is happy, healthy and the 
perfect addition to their family.  
 
 

Anderson Felix Palmer  
Mr Palmer’s baby boy has also arrived earthside! Kyle & Hannah 
welcomed Anderson on 24th July 2021 at 8:17am, weighing 
3.98kg. All members of the family are doing well, and Teddy is very 
smitten with his little brother.  
 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2vrt6CliBjdA_x1e6xnFTzEIIicRBzQx7ebBxcnBOj7AT6a_IEkWDpDyE


 
Farewell Natalie Daugherty 
It is with a heavy heart that we announce that our School Counsellor, Natalie Daugherty, will be leaving 
OAGS, and Orange, at the end of 2021. Natalie joined OAGS in 2018 and has been instrumental in 
establishing our School Counselling Service. Nat’s passion for pastoral and Christian care has been an 
absolute blessing to our community. In her time at our school Nat has established some wonderful 
programs, including, but certainly not limited to, the 46:5 Lunchtime group, Equip and Leave it on the 
Court. Natalie has also been a wonderful advocate for our parents, providing programs and events such 

as ‘Tuning into Teens’, ‘Parenting Under Pressure’ and the ‘Teen Brain’ presentation with David Gillespie.  
In the coming months Natalie and her family will be moving to sunny Queensland. Natalie has accepted a position at 
Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School, located in Tweed Heads, under the guidance of Principal Stuart Marquardt.  
We will also be farewelling Natalie’s husband, Andy, who has been a faithful member of our School Council for the past 
18 months. On behalf of the Chair of Council Rev Bob Cameron and the wider School Council I would like to thank Andy 
for his service and contribution.  
 
Welcome Katie Wallace 
I am thrilled to announce that Katie Wallace will be joining our team in early Term 4. Here is a short note 
from Katie.  
I’m Katie Wallace and I’ve been working as a Registered Psychologist in a local private practice for the 
past 6 years.  During this time, I have worked extensively with children, adolescents and families using a 
range of modalities and treatment styles to suit the individual. Alongside my Bachelor of Psychology, my minor was in 
Primary and Early Childhood Education, so I have long held a passion for working with children.  Outside the realms of work, 
I am a proud Mum of three young children and an involved member of the broader Orange community, having lived here 
for the past 15 years. I am very much looking forward to joining the OAGS community, not only as a parent, but in a 
capacity where I can provide assistance to the wonderful staff and students. 

Farewell Abby Tilburg 
In sad news we also farewell Abby Tilburg, who will be leaving OAGS at the end of this Term to pursue an 
exciting opportunity. Following on from her time in her learning support role Abby has been successfully 
accepted to study a Bachelor of Primary Teaching. Abby and her partner are also looking forward to 
travelling in 2022 (Covid permitting). We thank Abby for her service and care of our students, particularly 
in relation to establishing a thriving netball program in her time at OAGS.  
If you have any netball or touch football related enquiries please don’t hesitate to contact our Head of 

Sport, Mrs Dominique Hutchinson.  
 
As we come to the end of Term 3 we enter our three week break. Whilst travel is not yet on the cards for us, I 
hope that you will be able to rest and rejuvenate with your family. Our homes have been transformed to cater 
for remote learning and home work-spaces, and I understand the pressures many families continue to face. 
Our Chaplaincy team is always available to provide support through conversation and prayer 
(chaplains@oags.nsw.edu.au).  
 
Rev Louis Stringer  
Headmaster 
 
Archie’s 2022 Adventure 
Year 12 student, Archie Sippel, is set to embark on one of the biggest adventures of his life after 
completing his HSC this Year. I zoomed in with Archie to ask him all about his Gap Year adventure.  
 
Archie, can you explain what you will be doing in 2022, after you complete the HSC? I have been 
accepted into a Gap Year program, where I work at a School in England for one year.  
 
When will you be departing for this adventure? I actually depart on the 31st December and arrive 
in England on the 1st January. So you will be spending your first New Year’s after school on an 
aeroplane? Yes, I have a layover in Singapore for a few hours and then straight onto the UK. We are given a few days of 
orientation where they help us set up bank accounts, insurance etc and get to know the school. Then my first actual day 
is on the 4th January, 2022.  
 
 
 

mailto:chaplains@oags.nsw.edu.au


 
 
What school will you be working at? I have been accepted to work at Port Regis Boarding School in Shartsbury, England. 
It is a private co-educational boarding school for students from Transition to Year 9. The School houses about 400 students 
and even has a history with HRH Queen Elizabeth, with her Grandson Peter Phillips attending the school.  
 
What are some of the duties you will be doing whilst at the school. My main role is a boarding master for the students. What 
that means is that I will be in charge of waking the students, getting them ready for school, having 
meals with the group and sitting at the head of the table and teaching them manners. Once they 
are in class I take on a  learning support officer role. I am required to be involved in coaching 
sports (hopefully hockey and rugby) and ensure they complete their homework in the afternoons 
and entertain them on weekends. I think I finish at about 9pm each night once the lights are out.  I 
also attend all excursions, including an annual ski trip to Sweden plus other countries.  
 
Why did you choose to apply for an international Gap Year? Mainly because my sister did the 
same thing after she finished school and she always talks about how she had an excellent time. I 
think it is also a growing up experience where I have to quickly learn to be independent without 
my parents. I also really wanted to travel and see more of the world and experience new cultures.  
 
For those that are interested, how did you apply for this adventure? There are a few companies which offer this type of 
experience, including ‘Let’s live’ and ‘Latitude', and you apply directly with the companies. There are a few rounds which 
you have to pass before you are accepted. The first round requires you to fill out paperwork and answer questions including 
your grades at school, different school certificates, report cards, sporting and extracurricular activities you are involved in. 
If you pass you then move onto round 2, which is similar to the UAC questionnaires where you have to write a few essays 
and questions about yourself. For Round 3  you have an actual Interview with the company and they send all your 

credentials to different schools and then the school decides if they accept 
you.  
 
Obviously you passed all of these rounds, but how quickly were you 
accepted? I found out I was accepted on the 23rd May, which was really 
surreal as I was accepted to Port Regis straight away. It hit me straight away 
that this is actually going to happen, that I am going away for a whole year. 

There is a Facebook page with everyone who has been accepted into the Gap program for next year so I have been 
able to connect with them and already make a few mates.  
 
What else are you planning to do whilst you are overseas? We actually get paid a good wage whilst we are at the school 
so I am looking forward to being able to travel on my days off.  Anywhere in particular? Germany as I have family history, 
Greece and Italy as my best friend is from Italy and I want to learn more about his culture.  France and Romania for their 
historical perspectives and all around the United Kingdom also. I am just really interested to learn more about different 
cultures. The Commonwealth Games and the  Rugby League World Cup will also be on during 2022 in England so I am 
hoping to be able to attend these events also.  
 
What has been the hardest part of getting ready to leave? The hardest past has probably been all of the applications like 
organising my Visa applications, and bank statements. I have also had to make sure I have the covid jabs too. I think one 
of the hardest parts at the moment is trying to figure out what to pack and what to take as I am only allowed 25kg of 
luggage.  
 
What are you going to miss the most when you leave? My family and the security of being at home; driving as you cannot 
get an international drivers licence when you are on your P’s; my friends, and different culture barriers - they don’t have 
chicken schnitzels in the UK so I will struggle with that.  
 
What are you going to do when you get back? I know you have been accepted to a few universities, is this something you 
are thinking about? I have been accepted into Canberra University for a Sports Management degree and I have also 
been accepted into Wollongong University for a Bach of Sport or a Bach. Creative Arts/Communication and media so I 
have to decide what I really want to pursue. But, if none of that works out I can always buy a van and travel from Canada 
to Chile and live the dream.  
 
Amanda Jewell  
 



 
 
Stage 3 Fathers Day Cook-along  

The 5th of September gave us the wonderful opportunity to celebrate our fathers and 
incredible male role models in our lives. Traditionally at OAGS, we have enjoyed 
welcoming dads and grandads onsite to enjoy an egg and bacon breakfast. This year, 
however, given the current restrictions the Stage 3 teachers put our heads together 
and Mrs Bracks and I decided to don our aprons and host a cook-a-long. Remote 
learning has us suffering from a bit of 'screen fatigue’ so this provided the perfect 
opportunity to get into the kitchen instead. Stage 3 had requested some cooking and 
we hope we delivered. We are grateful for all the role models in our lives and we hope 
the fathers and grandfathers got to enjoy some sweet treats.  Stage 3, it looks as though 
you had as much fun as we did cooking these recipes.  
Mrs Walicki 
Stage 3 Teacher 

 
 

 
 

 
Stage 3 Budding Novelists 
This term in Stage 3 we have been reading Jackie French’s novel ‘The Valley of Gold.’ It is historical fiction and a collection 
of short stories about the Araluen Valley, the land and the people who have lived there through the ages. This novel has 
tied in beautifully with our history unit on Gold in Australia as well. This formed the inspiration for us to try our own hand at 
writing a  novella or a selection of short stories set in the time of the goldfields. While we had a writing workshop planned 
with author Kelly Rimmer, Covid interrupted those plans. So instead we had a video of Kelly’s top writing tips and our best 
story from each class was forwarded to Kelly for feedback. The teachers were blown away and so impressed with the 
quality of work from all our students and the effort despite the challenges of remote learning. We have compiled a few 
excerpts below for your enjoyment. Happy reading!  
 
Mrs Walicki 
Stage 3 teacher  
 
 



 
 
An excerpt from ‘Going for Gold’ by Skye Napier 
1823 
Invasion 
 
The clanging of poles and the chopping of the trees woke Kirri up suddenly. Yindi was pouring oats 
into the pot  while boiling some water over the fire. Kirri got up drowsily and picked up the thick 
pieces of bark from the ground. 
“Are you alright Mumma?” Yindi asked 
“I'm fine sugar-plum, just a bit tired.” 
Kirri poured the grains into the bark, and handed one to Yindi. 
“I’m scared Mumma. Who are they?” 
“Oh...umm..they are...” Kirri couldn’t think of anything to say that wouldn’t scare Yindi…...but she also didn’t know what to 
say to herself. 
 

An excerpt from ‘The Childhood of Charles Conder’ by Charlotte Johnstone 
“The leaves on the trees are green and lush. A few leaves have already turned golden; a sign that 
summer has finally faded as Autumn drew nearer. An opera of birdsong tumbled through the air, 
the world is colourful and alive. The water in the drains flows, murky and grimy. The water bounces 
as it hits bends in the system, throwing up droplets of water. The mountains in the distance are not 
yet covered in snow but they are old and tired and reach up to the sky. The first frosts begin to do 
away with the green grass stalks and every animal that can hibernate shall, escaping the icy fingers 
of Jack Frost and preparing to re-emerge in the ancient light of spring. 
Soon the green leaves are replaced by magma reds, flaming oranges, and glowing yellows as the 
trees become a riot of colour. The sun is bleak and pale, throwing down weak rays of light onto the 
cold city streets in England. Soon, the leaf stripping winds pass through the country. The winds shriek 

and wail, making the branches groan and crack. The trees look like skeletons and the bitter winds are just another reminder 
of the cold winter to come. The frigid cold is beginning to sneak across the land. Frost carpets the grass like frozen fairy 
dust and sap oozes from the trees' wood. The ancient mountains are weighed down by buckets of snow now. Autumn has 
come and gone with the first term, and at the beginning of the second, the world goes to sleep for the winter.  
I make my way across the frost covered oval, my cheap leather shoes slipping on the wet grass. I had agreed to meet 
Percy at the big tree, just behind the classroom…” 
 
An Excerpt from Rohan Mittal’s Novella 
Chapter 1  
A wine jar flew through the air, aimed at the slave girl’s head. She ducked out of the way. She was 
very experienced at dodging flying objects—from chicken bones to ink stones.  
Her master slumped back onto his bed, exhausted by the effort of throwing the jar. 
“Feed the beasts, wretch.” 
“Yes, Master Gao,” the girl replied. Gao scowled at her with the distaste he reserved for rats, spiders 
and maggoty meat. The only time he smiled was when he was laughing at her stupidity. 
 “Don’t take all day either.”  
“No, Master Gao.” 
 She slipped out of her master’s house as a bamboo bowl was hurled towards the door. It was a 
bitterly cold day. Snow crunched beneath the slave girl’s straw shoes as she hurried towards the 
animal pens. The sky was the colour of ashes. It looked like it would soon snow again.  

 
Story 3 by Dexter Loyd 
“What have you been doing!” the Master yelled utterly furious. Ping knew that their claim had been 
exhausted of its gold a long time ago. “You have found next to no gold all this week!” The English 
men gave the group some funny looks. Two of their group came over but only their translator knew 
how to speak Chinese. So they settled on chasing the group with their rifles. Ping was the brightest 
of the lot, almost gone before the attackers reached them. BANG the first shot ricocheted off a 
shovel narrowly missing Ping. Gulping, he continued. Ping ran on into the night heedless to the pain 
it was causing him and would cause him. All of a sudden Ping felt weightless, then he felt the ground 
on his face. Peeling himself off the Ping found he had tripped on a rock protruding from the ground. 
In his anger he tore the rock from the ground and smashed it on the floor. The rock cracked in two 

exposing its invaluable insides. “YEEEEW!” He yelled positively ecstatic “I’M RICH!” Ping lugged the rock  away to the 
neighbouring town of Kingsvale. When Ping arrived he knew he would have to go to the government in disguise as the 
English miners were jealous of the Chinese miners’ success. But the government on the whole remained un-corrupted. 
What other choice did he have? He wrapped his shirt around his head to make it seem as though he was extremely hot. 
He walked through the town careful to avoid main roads and marketplaces. Finally he made it to the government building. 
Anxiously he waited in the reception. Eventually it became too much, he ran up to the government receptionist and told 
him of the gold he had found. Ping showed the man his gold “That is worth 500 pounds!” he told him “I’ll pay right here 
right now, here you go.” So that day Ping left for the harbour to get back to his wife and 
child. 



 
 

Short Story 1 by Charlotte Meiring 
I can’t tell you enough, how all I want right now is to plop back into my rugged bed, even if it is 
not in the slightest soft. 
   “James, JAMES!”Merrien is screaming at me,“You forgot the sugar! How am I meant to do 
anything with no sugar!” 
   “Sorry Merrien!”all of us, the three boys, cried out in unison. 
   We’d moved here just today, and I forgot the sugar! Merrian is my wife, and the other two boofs 
of men, well, they are John and Mitchel and their wive’s, Lalya and Nimh. Lalya and John have 
four children (lucky!), little Herbert, Su, Amelia and Mack while Micthel and Nimh have little Charles 
and Charlotte. My brood, just two, little Emily and Alexandra. We are expecting another soon, but 
my wife refused to put the move off any longer! How do I survive? I have not the faintest idea!      
    “Boys” Nimh cooed casually,“Shouldn’t you be digging, developing the land and all that?” 
    “Nimh, we’re just getting started, and I’m pretty certain that you should check the crazy things that Charles and 
Charlotte are doing, oh my gosh! Charlotte, Charles, you get yourselves here right now!” Mitchel yelled. Charles and 
Charlotte are known by their naughtiness to climb trees and rip their clothes and have mud on their faces.  
   Finally enough though Charles and Charlotte were grabbed down from the tree and taken back inside the tent. We, 
however, were made to start digging.“Hey, Mitchel, James, I’m pretty sure rocks are meant to be grey, aren’t they?” John 
spoke with such sincerity in his voice that immediately we came to look. 
    “What’s the commotion?” cried Lalya, “You're only meant to be digging, not having a party!”Slowly John held up the 
gold for her to see. “Eeeeiiiiigggghhhh! GOLD! We’re goin- 
    “Don’t carry on like that now Lalya, it mightn’t even be gold!”John sighed a little too loudly.   
    “What’s this fuss about?”Nimh put forward accusingly.  
    “No, let us guess, hmmm, gold!”Merrian fired like a bullet, one that hit me, and the others, very painfully.“You, are so 
cheeky. Now, us ladies are going to get our tools, so that we to, can dig. And no, I mean no, saying no, to us being helpful! 
Come now ladies, we’ve got tools to fetch and ground to dig in.” 
    “Well, that’s not worth arguing the point then is it?”started Mitchel. And we just plainly replied with ‘Yes’.  
    As soon as the ladies were back, we set off to find out if this was gold, and though they said that it was, they said that it 
wasn’t - here’s how they are blabbing on - “...and this blah blah blah…by no means will be recorded blah blah blah...so 
don’t tell another soul and blah blah blah, so on, so on.”I guess, that this just means more gold for us!  
 

 
An excerpt from ‘Go Home or Go Gold!’ by Joshua Hazelton 
Chapter l 
Hunched over on the dusty, desolate main street of Orange sits a thin and malnourished man in 
hopelessness. He made the long, tiresome journey to Orange 6 months ago when his family deserted 
him. He had hoped to make a new life here but he could not find a job and his last decent meal 
was months ago. The bank had even taken his small, rundown cabin and the only possession he 
had left to his name was his trusty, brown, chestnut horse named Jock. Laid out in front of him was 
his old, worn hankey as he begged for anything to keep him alive for today...or maybe he should 
just give up and end this useless life he has found himself in. 
Out of his sad eyes he overheard a group of bearded men excitedly gossiping about a guy named 

Edward Hardgraves discovering gold in nearby Ophir. He remembered back to this familiar name, his best mate from year 
8 in Armidale High School. Immediately he gathered his few things and raced off as fast as he possibly could on the back 
of his chestnut, Jock. He had one thing on his mind...getting to Ophir and finding some hard earnt gold. When he arrived 
Edward recognised him immediately and greeted him with their old school handshake. Then he offered him an old, rusty 
pan for finding gold and they sat on the edge of the cool, shimmering stream and chatted away just like old times. 
After many hours Edward had found 5 small pickers but Jeff had not found a thing, despite his hard day's work. The sun 
had gone down so the old mates decided to call it quits for the day and try again at the crack of dawn. 
 
 
Stage 3 Virtual Excursion 
On Friday the 17th of September, Stage 3 had the amazing opportunity to 
attend a virtual excursion run by the State Library called ‘Rush for Gold.’ 
During the excursion we were shown many fantastic primary sources such 
as quotes, pictures and paintings. It was also incredible to have a trained 
researcher show us how she derives information from these primary sources 
about what happened in history. It was also really encouraging as teachers 
to hear our students contributing clever answers to her questions about the 
time. This is certainly one of the benefits of remote learning and I am grateful 
this technology allowed for such an opportunity. We look forward to 
exploring more of these opportunities later in the year. 
 
Mrs Walicki 
Stage 3 Teacher 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Stage 1 ‘It’s My Town’ Maths Investigation  

During Week 9 of online learning, Stage 1 students undertook a Maths Investigation 
called ‘It’s My Town’. In this investigation, students were required to go through a 
number of steps to design and construct their own model town. They had the option 
to use recyclables and other materials from around the house, or to create some 3D 
objects with paper from 2D nets. This 
investigation was a fun way for the students to 
revise 2D shapes, 3D objects and Position. The 
Stage 1 teachers were all so impressed with 
some of the towns that the students 
constructed. Have a look at some of the very 
creative results! 

While students were completing this Maths 
investigation, some students also did an 
extension activity where they were posed with 

the question; “If A = $1, B = $2, all the way to 
Z = $26, can you find a $100 word?” This was 
a bit of a brain-teaser, but some very clever 
Stage 1 students were still able to find a $100 
word! 

Parents, now it is your turn! Can you find a $100 word?  

Mr Cunial 
Stage 1 Teacher 



 
 

 

 

 
 
Canteen  
  
Thank you to our lovely OAGS  families for the support you have given the Canteen this 
term. We're not sure what next term will look like but we look forward again to a time when 
Burger Wednesdays and Pizza Fridays are back!!We hope that you have a lovely break 
enjoying some off routine, family days! 
Mrs Sally Francis  
Canteen Manager 
 



 
 

While restrictions might have us 
staying at home, many of you 
took on the challenge of 
participating in the Backyard 
Olympics over the past two 
weeks.  Thank you to those who 
sent in their videos and photos. It 
looks like you had a great time. 

 
  

 
Due to the impact of COVID-19 across NSW the following events have been cancelled for Term 4;  NSW All Schools Cross 
Country Championship, NSW All Schools Primary Athletics Championships,  NSW CIS Athletics Championships, HICES 
Athletics Carnival, NSW CIS Secondary Atheltics Championships and NSW All Schools Secondary Triathlon. While this is 
disappointing, the health, safety and wellbeing of our school community is paramount. Hopefully 2022 brings us a full sports 
calendar year. 
  
Wednesday Sport in Term 4 will look a little different this year. With the uncertainty of what restrictions we will be under 
when the term commences, the decision has been made, to have all sport activities on school premises. A letter will be 
going out to families soon providing information on what sport will look like for their child/children.  
  
Mrs Dominique Hutchinson 
K-12 Sports Coordinator 
 
2021 Hockey Season Wraps up  
 
It is with deep regret that the Orange Junior Hockey committee announced that due to Covid-19 restrictions they would 
not be able to complete the finals series for the 2021 hockey season. For our teams, this means they have played their last 
competition game for the 2021 season. Orange Hockey are in the process of planning some form of a presentation of all 
winning teams and ‘Best and Fairest’ players. This will be advised to the OAGS hockey group in due time. Discussions are 
also in place with the Orange Hockey Incorporate about hiring the turf and BBQ complex for a Final Game Fun Day for all 
OAGS players and their families so that players can have one last game this year and celebrate all of our success. More 
information will be released in due course and following the instructions regarding health regulations.  
 
It has been a very disruptive season, however it has also been one of the most satisfying seasons, with the school being 
able to field a large number of teams, seeing players having fun and team improvements. Each team has provided a 
summary of their season. We look forward to another great season in 2022 for all returning players and those looking to 
have a go at hockey for the first time.  
Amanda Jewell  
 



 
 

U18 Jelly Beans - written by Archie Sippel   
Only a few years back a small idea was implemented by a few OAGS girls to start a hockey team and from there the 
hockey community at OAGS has now become one of our most successful endeavours. For most of the secondary students 
hockey began in 2020, where the U16 and the U18 players were mostly beginners. No one would have guessed that just 
one year later, in 2021, the U16 Killer Pythons would go on to win the competition; and equally as impressive the U18 Jelly 
Beans would go from a season with just one win, to a top three contender (where AJ was positive we would have won the 
Grand Final if given the chance).  
Seeing both teams grow in such a way is in thanks to Amanda Jewell and her posse of Gabby Brand and Stacey Ellice 
and the amazing work they put in each week to ensure that each member of the team was happy and enjoying their 
experience. Hockey at OAGS for myself, being a kid whose main sport is rugby, was very challenging and tough at first, 
especially in 2020. However, seeing not only my skill development thrive over the 2 years but also the improvements of 
teammates was the most rewarding part. I really encourage everyone to give hockey a go. It's fast and physical (and 
painful if you get hit), but above anything else it's super fun.  
 
U16 Killer Pythons - Written by Olivia Hazelton  
For the OAGS Killer Pythons it was quite a season. The beginning was a little rocky with a majority of our players picking up 
a stick for the first time, but as soon as we found our groove we were unstoppable. The team worked extremely well 
together and, without any training sessions, managed to finish the season on top of the ladder. We faced some very skilled 
players and teams but proved that it isn’t about just one player, but how we connect as a team (with Tom even passing 
the ball towards the end and me using the right side of my stick!) The Killer Pythons could not have achieved such success 
without our wonder coach AJ (Mrs Amanda Jewell). I know the whole team would like to say a massive thank you for 
being so supportive and fun, even when there were a couple of bad calls. Cheers to a great season and to our awesome 
team! I cannot wait for the 2022 season where we can retain the title for OAGS.   
Oh and congratulations to Luke Cox who finished the season as the second leading goal scorer for the U16 competition.  
 
U14 Favourites - Written by Coach Georgia Oakes  
The U14 Favourites have achieved a great deal over the course of the season. Although they didn’t win a game this 
season, they improved so much which shows that sport is about more than just winning. Every week they went out and 
enjoyed themselves and should be proud of their improvements. A big thank you to the Open Primary players who assisted 
the team every week. Looking forward to next season to showcase their skills! 
A massive thank you to student Coach Georgia Oakes who gave up her Friday afternoons to guide this new team. She 
did an amazing job in her first season as a coach.  
 
Open Primary Pineapples - Written by Nick Irwin, Hallie Ellice and Celeste Rengger  
Hockey has grown in popularity so much at OAGS over the past couple of years. This year everyone put in lots of effort 
while having lots of fun. This season the Pineapples had a mixture of people who have played before with a few trying 
hockey for the first time. By the end of the season (sadly cut short due to covid) we were all playing so well together and 
proud of what we had achieved. It was amazing to see our team having so much fun and supporting each other. Everyone 
gave it their all and were always enthusiastic for training 
and especially game day. We should all be very proud 
of what we have done this year. A big thanks to our 
coach, Trent Rengger, and managers, Donna Irwin and 
Stacey Ellice, who gave so much of their time to train us 
and be there for us every game day. We could not have 
done it without you. We are all looking forward to the 
2022 season where we can continue our hockey 
journey.  
 
Joeys - By Lindon Jewell  
Hockey was so much fun; playing with my friends and 
scoring goals. I really loved lolly time each week. More 
kids should play hockey just for the lollies.  
Thank you to Leanne Wiggins (who coached the Joeys 
players) she was so much fun.  
See ya next season.  
 



 
 
 
Science at Home: Year 11 Physics    
 
Year 11 physics students have been working hard at 
home to continue building their knowledge of the 
physical world around them. Students are making use of 
online simulations to complete practicals on sound and 
light at home. The use of online simulations to improve 
student understanding is backed by strong academic 
research. Orill and Polley (2013) state that simulations 
bring abstract concepts back to the real world providing 
students with increased engagement, as well as a 
deeper understanding of topics. Similarly, Prusty and 
Russell (2019) describe simulations as an essential toolbox item that help students understand scientific concepts and 
communicate ideas. Finally, Roblyer and Doering (2014) indicate that simulations offer students a way to explore cause 
and effect relationships with the ability to manipulate data in a meaningful way. The Year 11 Physics class would agree 
that the ability to carry out practical experiments, even whilst at home, has improved their understanding, motivation, 
engagement and ability to explain the physical properties of the world around them.  
 
Whilst working from home in teams on zoom, our physics students took on the challenge of using simulations to prove the 
physics formulas from the Waves and Thermodynamics module. Students were placed in either Team Sound or Team Light 
proving the concepts of wavelengths of harmonic frequencies, Snell's Law and total internal reflection. Students had to 
use the simulation to explain their concepts and then report back to the class to demonstrate their ability to communicate 
their understanding. Well done to both teams for their amazing work. The battle for best physics proof was narrowly won 

by Team Sound with their detailed graphical analysis of harmonic frequencies.  

 
Miss Hayley Smith 
Science Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Drama  
 
Congratulations to all Drama students completing excellent work during remote learning. 
A special mention to Oscar Watson and Archie Sippel on the completion of their HSC Major Works. Oscar completed a 
series of costume designs for the play “Death and the Maiden” by Ariel Dorfman and Archie created a film that explores 
the prevalence of violence and assault committed against young men.  
Stage 5 has completed their theatrical study of “Hamlet” by William Shakespeare. Students have spent the term 
workshopping scenes, writing theatre reviews and developing production portfolios for their own adaptations of “Hamlet”. 
Here are some work samples by Charlotte Roach, Tobias Johnson and Claudia Horan. 
Rachel Crane, Drama Teacher 
 

“Hamlet” Review by Claudia Horan 
When you see  Melbar Entertainment Group's Hamlet by William Shakespeare,  you'll be astounded 
by the play's clarity, which works so well on the intimate thrust stage. This three-hour tragedy passed 
in such a blur that it seemed like only an hour! When a play is so engaging, so well-paced and, 
well-acted, time stands still because we are totally into the moments. 
Hamlet is a well-known story about Hamlet's rage as a result of his belief that Claudius, Hamlet's 
uncle and the deceased king's brother, murdered his father, the Danish king. The fact that Hamlet's 
mother, Gertrude, marries Claudius adds to his rage. Hamlet plots vengeance. Hamlet is a ghost 
story, a political intrigue, and a doomed romance all rolled into one, that plays out as a murder 
mystery. Hamlet is a seductive character with a contradictory personality. Is he insane, or is he 

feigning insanity to further his intrigue? Will he be able to exact his revenge, or will his plan destroy everything around him? 
Melbar Entertainment Group deftly presents the complex sides of the Danish Prince as we see him as a charming fellow 
brooding over his father’s death and haunted by his father’s ghost, who tells him of his murder. By looking straight into the 
eyes of each player, you can see the emotions: the guile, the rage, and the intensity – in vivid detail in this intimate setting. 
The lighting and sound design enhance the atmosphere. But, ultimately, it is the remarkable shifting emotions and detailed 
nuanced acting that distinguishes this Hamlet. 
No Hamlet production can ever contain Hamlet himself, who remains the truly central dramatic role because he encircles 
the "undiscovered country from whose bourn no traveler returns." But when the cast is this good and the story is this clear. 
 

 
By Charlotte Roach 
 
 
 



 
 

By Tobias Johnson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
International Dot Day in Transition   
  
International Dot Day is a great day to celebrate. The theme of the day is building acceptance 
that it is OK to create things that are not perfect. It is about being courageous enough to have a 
try. The book also explores the belief that there is potential for creativity inside us all. The Dot, in the 
book The Dot, by Peter Reynolds also represents the power within each of us to change another 
person's day or  life. With positive interactions and compassion we can all help someone feel better about their attempts 
to achieve, celebrate their original thoughts and provide others with the freedom to express themselves. The book also 
highlights the ripple effect of positivity and kindness. Here are some images of some Transition students celebrating 
International Dot Day.  

                       
My Family of Dots                                       Cherry Blossoms                                    Edible Ocean Dot 

   

  
     A Spotty Penguin                                    It started with a dot                                        Dots Dots Dots 
  
Mrs Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator 
  



 
 
Online Learning On Site  
  
Our students whose parents are essential workers have been 
enjoying online learning at school as well as anytime in the 
sunshine. 
  
Outside activities during morning and afternoon breaks include a 
game of hockey, soccer and throwing the footy around. 
Some days we have special activities like making Rocky Road for 
Fathers Day, decorating the mailbox to house letters for our 
awesome Year 12 students and painting a banner to thank 
essential workers.  
  
Thank you to our essential workers! Our Inclusive Learning Team is also doing a great job of supervising students who are 
on-site! 

    
 
 
Online Learning in Early Stage One 
As Term 3 comes to a close, we thought it a fantastic time to showcase some of the online 
learning that our Kindergarten students have been producing. Kindergarten students have 
been working hard at home to complete their learning tasks. Students have shared videos 
of themselves reading and explaining answers to activities, they have created wombat 
burrows in response to the book “The Snow Wombat” by Susannah Chambers and designed 
their own artworks and stories using aboriginal symbols reflecting on their learning from the 
book “ Cunning Crow'' by Gregg Dreise. Students explored many different areas of the Mathematics curriculum through 
hands-on experiments and learning experiences. The Kindergarten Teachers are very proud of how hard all the students, 
and parents,  in Kindergarten have worked this Term. 
  
Kindergarten Teachers 
  

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

.   
 



  
 
Parenting Under Pressure Webinar  
Orange Anglican Grammar School parents, caregivers and staff had the opportunity to attend a free ‘Parenting Under 
Pressure’ webinar in Week 9. We had over 70 people in attendance!  
 

Rowena Roweth, the Principal Clinical Psychologist 
at Wholechild Specialists shared about anxiety 
symptoms in children, adolescents and adults. 
Rowena  shared that our current anxieties are 
normal and OK because we are living in abnormal 
times. She stressed how important it is to invest in our 
own self-care such as taking a moment to breathe 
and practicing mindfulness. In regards to remote 
learning, Rowena encouraged parents to give 
ownership and effort to their children first; that their 
children will thrive under pressure with detailed 
praises, choices, and building on their strengths. 

 

Nicholas Marks, CEO of the Australian Institute of 
Family Counselling (AIFC) was our second 
presenter. Nicholas started off with a word of 
encouragement to all parents and caregivers. He 
reminded us that we are doing a great job, 
probably better than we think we are. Nicholas 
briefly highlighted the importance of self-care in 
these challenging times. He recommended that 
we think about our current expectations for remote 
learning, for our children and for ourselves during 
the pandemic. Nicholas discussed the importance 
of families having emotional regulation, 
adaptable routines, and to focus on the rhythms 

and priorities within the family unit. He stressed that a child’s mental health and emotional wellbeing were priority over 
anything else, including learning. Mrs Jessica Willis also addressed the importance of emotional wellbeing during the Q&A 
time.  

I had the privilege of being the third presenter. I 
shared on the five steps of emotion coaching 
from Tuning in to Kids as well as other ways we as 
parents and caregivers normally respond to our 
children’s emotions. I used anger as an example 
to parents. Healthy anger is a natural, normal 
and secondary emotion. Rather than looking at 
the anger in itself, we as parents can help our 
children identify what is underneath their anger. 
It could be that they are feeling lonely, 
excluded, misunderstood, rejected, 
underappreciated, nervous and so many more 
emotions. Helping our children label their 
emotions, while validating their feelings and 
using empathy will go a long way towards building their emotional intelligence as well as developing their trust. Problem 
solving and limits should only be used when necessary. Finally, I shared on digital wellbeing within the family context. I 
shared that digital wellbeing is something that is aligned with family values and goals. I shared that based on recent 
research, general parenting skills are essential for parents and caregivers as they continuously adjust the digital climates 
of their homes. I closed by encouraging parents to attend a fantastic ‘Technology Use Agreement’ webinar by Jocelyn 
Brewer on the 5th of October. I attended her webinar in September and highly recommend it.  

 



 

We finished the night with several great questions and answers. I would like to thank the large team of people that made 
the webinar possible: Reverend Louis Stringer (Host); Stacey Ellice, Gabby Brand and Joanne Daffern (marketing, Zoom 
co-hosts, RSVP and other administrative tasks); Mr Robert 
Watts and Mrs Jessica Willis (Zoom hosts and assisted with 
Q&A), and most importantly, to our special presenters 
Rowena Roweth and Nicholas Marks.  
 

If you missed the webinar and you would like to receive 
the Zoom recording, slides and handouts, please email 
admin@oags.nsw.edu.au.  Have a lovely school holiday 
and thank you for being such great parents and 
caregivers.  
 

Mrs Natalie Daugherty - School Counsellor 
 

Music News 
  
Even a lockdown can’t stop the music at OAGS!  
Since moving to remote learning, many students have 
embraced new opportunities for making music in their 
own homes. Remote learning projects include 
‘Basketball Beats’, in which students perform a 
basketball routine to music, ‘Loungeroom Live’, a 
chance to record and share musical performances 
with peers, and the very popular ‘Making Music’, a 

series of online composition tasks. Some students have taken the time to explore 
new and challenging repertoire on their instruments. Well done to all the students 
who have taken part in our music enrichment projects.  
  
There has been composition a plenty in the secondary school as well with Stage 4 writing some 
terrific songs and making music with objects around the house. Stage 5 has produced some 
exceptional work writing for chamber ensembles. If only the printed page would allow for sound. 
Most of our instrumental students have been maintaining their weekly lessons. Zoom lessons with 
tutors have become the norm, new pieces are being practiced and new scales learned. When we 
all come back together it will be business as usual in the music department. 
Please don’t let all this hard work go to waste, keep up your practice through the holiday break 

and come back ready to get straight back into all of our wonderful ensembles and choirs. 
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Monday Parades.  There will be no online Monday Parades  during the holiday break. The First Parade next 

term will be Monday 11th October (online). 
  
Recruiting.   This is “paused” until we return to F2F onsite Monday Parades. 
  
Cyber Taipan Competition. This is a national competition organised by the CSIRO for any schools to enter. Last year 
cadets had one team which finished in 39th place (from 70 teams nationally)after the two days of competition. This year 
252 ACU have two teams (Brynn Player, Scott McGoldrick, Thapelo Nare, Miles Bucknell, Richard Baldwin and Will Tait) 
entered in the competition.  The first round (6 hours) was undertaken on Sunday 12 September remotely from individual 
homes which added another degree of difficulty for team members to communicate and collectively solve the online 
problems (in 2020 we found it much easier to have all the team located together). Our 2020 experience has allowed the 
teams to be in 35th place (there are over 10 teams this year) after Day 1 of competition. We wish them well for their final 
day of competition on 17th October. The unit thanks Mr Russell Player for his many hours of preparation, training and 
mentoring our teams during the both days (6 hours each) of competition. 
  
Promotion Courses.  We wish success to those cadets attending the NSW AAC Brigade promotion courses (18-
25 Sep) - daily online.  
  
Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC) 
Officer Commanding  
 
 
Bangin’ Burgers and food galore  
 
Due to covid regulations, the practical components for Food Technology and Technology 
Mandatory has been a tough class to teach, however not even a pandemic has limited the 
OAGS students from getting in their kitchens and whipping up some amazing dishes.  

A major component of Technology Mandatory is the end of term 
Hamburger challenge, where students demonstrate their 
knowledge of nutrition and culinary skills by preparing a juicy 
hamburger. Luckily this tradition was still able to take place with 
the construction of the  home homburger packs’ which were 
made available for the students so that they could still prepare 
this delicious meal. A big thankyou to the families who took time 
to pass through the covid safe ‘kiss and drop’ drive-thru station 
and pick these up for the students. As you can see from the photos 
the students did an amazing job preparing their burgers, even 
going as far as Patrick Wright’s burger being the inspiration for 
Cafe Latte’s Biddy burger, which sold out in one hour. Great work 
Patrick.  
 
The Stage 5 Food Technology students have also been continuing 
to keep their cooking skills in check, by preparing a range of 
dishes including french toast, pancake and omelettes as part of 
our ‘Breakfast cook up challenges’ and plenty of baked goods 
for their families. Very proud of all the Foodies who have used their 
spare time to try new dishes and cook as a family unit or for their family unit. Keep up the good 
work and just remember that cleaning is also part of the cooking process!  
 
Amanda Jewell  
Food Technology 



 
 
 

 
 

Mrs Willis – Educator of the Year finalist  
Our very own Mrs Willis (aka Mrs Chocolate) has been nominated and selected as a finalist in the 
Central West Mummy Awards 2021, for the Educator of the Year category.  

Voting is open now: https://www.centralwestmums.com.au/votenow/educator-of-the-year/  
 
 

 
 

 
Due to current circumstances, unfortunately the OAGS Plus Holiday Program will not be running for 
the upcoming September break. We apologise for any inconvenience.   
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.centralwestmums.com.au/votenow/educator-of-the-year/
https://sco.wikipedia.org/wiki/Facebook
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar

