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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
6 April 2018 
 

From the Deputy Headmaster…  
                 
What a phenomenal day we had as a school community last 
Thursday for our inaugural OAGS Easter Fair. Brilliant sunshine 
greeted us as we gathered as a whole school to celebrate Easter 
together. Students engaged in a meaningful Chapel service, 

followed by House based activities, a combined morning tea and then the 
‘running of the OAGS eggs’ on the Trinity oval. The afternoon saw parents and 

friends join us for the ‘Fair’ where 
our Senior Secondary Students 
hosted stalls for our younger 
school students. The day 
concluded with the drawing of 
the Easter Hampers (kindly 
donated by the P&F).  
 

As Deputy Headmaster, I cannot 
help but pause and articulate my 
pride in our seniors. I saw 16, 17 

and 18 year old senior students paint faces, spray hair, organise lines, issue prizes, 
adjudicate karaoke and find ‘lost teddies’ for hours on end. Always with a smile 
on their face and always with the best interest of the younger students in mind. 
Late in the afternoon, I tried to relieve two year 12 girls to give them a break but 
they simply refused to leave their post and continued on face painting until the 
very end! What a marvellous testament of the community we enjoy here at 
OAGS, a community that is unafraid to explore what it means to genuinely serve 
one another in a Christ-like manner. Thank you to all who came 
and enjoyed the day with us, if you missed the P&F’s pulled pork 
rolls; you mustn’t do so in 2019!  
 
Please click this link for a short video that captured some of the 
day.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22B857M7sng&feature=youtu.be 
 

Kind Regards, 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
 

 
 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please find the up-to-date 

Planner on the Website: 
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.a

u/notes-info 
 

Year 12 Half-Yearly Exams 
9 – 13 April 2018 

 
Urban Challenge Camp  

9 – 13 April 2018 
 

Lake Keepit Camp  
9 – 13 April 2018 

 
Last Day of Term 

13 April 2018 
 

Anzac Day March 
25 April 2018 

 
Term 2 Commencement 

30 April 2018 
 



                        

Year 11 RYDA Excursion  
 
On Friday the 23rd of March, Year 11 participated in the RYDA Road safety 
program. RYDA’s main goal is to raise awareness about how easy it is to have an 
accident as well as how you can prevent accidents. The excursion consisted of 6 
presentations and covered topics including: car stopping distances, what 
happens after a crash, how to prevent a crash, restrictions for L and P plate drivers, 
as well as how to minimise distractions inside your car. Some of the presenters on 
the day included police and ambulance officers, members of Rotary and 
survivors of serious car crashes.  The event had a great influence on all the students 
and we left with a greater appreciation for the danger associated with driving 
and our responsibility to make wise and responsible choices behind the wheel. 
 
I would like to thank the Rotary Clubs of Orange that put on this great event. 
 
Angus Johnston 
Year 11 Student 
 
 

Library@OAGS 
 
Book Club: Thank you to all of those families who made orders for Issue 2. Closing date was 
March 28th and the items should arrive later in Week 10 or early Week 11. 
PRC: Congratulations to Erin Dewar in Stage 3 Jamaica who has completed her Premier’s 
Reading Challenge already. A reminder that students in Stage 3 are completing independently, 
Stage 2 have their lists in their Reading books at school but are borrowing PRC books to add to 
the lists and K-2 are completing the challenge in class. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to ask Ms Taylor.  
MakerSpace: This will be starting in Term 2 at lunch times on Monday through till Thursday. Stay 
tuned! 
Book Week: It’s not too early to start thinking about this! The 
theme this year is “Reading Treasure”. This is fairly open to 
interpretation but I expect many pirates! However, 
everyone’s reading treasure is different. A child’s favourite 
book is their own special treasure.  Book Week is not until 
Term 3. Stay tuned for dates. 
Stage 1 Mini Beasts: Many of you would have seen dojo 
photos of students and their research projects. These were 
completed in library during the term and they have done 
an amazing job. Feel free to come along to the library to 
see some of them.   
  
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 
 
Screen Smart Tool 
 
You may have seen that the Office of the eSafety Commissioner have recently released an interactive screen smart 
parent tour. The Screen smart tour is a self-reflective tool that helps parents and carers of pre and young teens keep on 
track with online safety. 
 
The virtual tour moves through six important online topics including social media, screen time, 
personal information, inappropriate content, cyberbullying and contact with strangers. Each 
topic offers practical tips and advice on how to allow children to explore safely and manage 
online issues. 
 
If you have children in this age group then I encourage you to check out this resource. 
 
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/screen-smart-tour 
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Head of Welfare, Secondary 
 
 
 



                        

Peer Support Pizza Lunch 
 
Tuesday 3rd of April was the final peer support meeting for the Year 7s and the Year 11s. They celebrated with a 
special pizza lunch. The Year 7s had fun making their pizzas, taking turns in selecting from the wide range of ingredients 
available. During the peer support session, Year 7 cooked their pizzas while the Year 11s made theirs with mounds of 
toppings! It was agreed by all that the pizzas were delicious because everyone was able to make their own. Although 
formal peer support for the year has ended, support for others will still go on in different ways, be it helping friends in 
their class learning, working together as part of a team, or even being mindful of quiet time in the library. All the Year 7s 
say "Thank You" to the Year 11s for showing interest in helping us transition to high school and taking the time to teach 
us valuable life skills. We are now ready to go it alone! 
 
Ashleigh Squire 
Year 7 Student 
 
Science News 
 

There have been a number of opportunities lately 
for our students to participate in Science activities 
beyond the classroom. 
Year 11 Biology and Agriculture students recently 
undertook a field trip to investigate ways in which 
we can improve agricultural land. They visited sites 
restored after being affected by salinity and 
erosion. The main focus of the visit was to 
investigate the use of biosolids (treated sewage) as 

a fertiliser for pastures. They collected and analysed data from various locations to determine the effect of biosolids on 
soil and pasture growth. This provided a valuable opportunity to apply their classroom learning to an authentic context 
and to develop their practical skills.     
Year 9 and 10 students exhibited their skills of perseverance and problem solving as they competed in the recent Science 
and Engineering Challenge, a partnership between The University of Newcastle, CSU and 
Rotary. Student teams competed against other local schools in a range of engineering 
challenges including communications, electricity, turbine construction and biomedical 
engineering. Congratulations to students who won their challenges; Isabella Kane, Suzie 
Daugherty, Isabella Noble and Meg Cox conquered in “Helter Skelter” and Ryan Chirenje, 
Jock Johnston and Zac Oakes with their  high load bearing but incredibly light bridge.  
The Science teachers have been working hard with the Technology and Mathematics 
teachers in partnership with the University of Sydney to develop a STEM Project for Stage 4 
students next term. We are keen to hear from members of the OAGS community with expertise in architecture, building, 
engineering and related fields who are willing to share their expertise with our students. Exciting things are coming next 
term … Watch this space!   
 
Mrs Kelly-Ann Sackey and Mrs Erin Gibson 
 

 
 
 



                        

Gugaa House- ‘Schools Clean Up Day’ 
 
As a part of Danygamarra Shield all secondary students participated in the ‘School Clean Up Day ‘which was part of 
the Clean Up Australia campaign. Each house was assigned an area of the school to pick up rubbish. All houses had 10 
minutes to collect as much rubbish as possible and the house with the heaviest bag won. After weighing each bag, it 
was announced that Gugaa was the winner, followed closely by Biladurang, Bandhaa and Dinawan in 4th place. We 
can now say that OAGS is a cleaner place! 

 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is an internationally recognised program for young people, building their skills to equip 
them for life and work. By creating opportunities for young people to develop skills, get physically active, give service 
and experience adventure, the Award can play a critical role in their development. 
 
The choice to do The Duke of Ed is entirely voluntary and every Award is different. Each Participant chooses what 
activities they want to take part in for each Section. It is a very personal program that offers young people a structure 
to fulfill their passions and ambitions in a way that suits them. They have the freedom to progress through The Duke of Ed 
according to their personal needs and abilities. 
 
If you are aged 14 and over and are interested in completing The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award or have any 
questions please contact Mrs Kerridge at erica.kerridge@oags.nsw.edu.au or for more details about the award go to 
http://www.dukeofed.com.au 
 

Mrs Erica Kerridge 
H.S.I.E Secondary Teacher 
 
Music News 
 
We are very excited to announce a new addition to the music 
department in the form of a shiny new drum kit! We hope all percussion 
students enjoy working on this terrific kit. We hope that lesson times will 
benefit from having a dedicated practice kit so that we don’t have to 
keep moving it around.  
 
On that topic, we are pleased to advise that Mitch Davis will be taking 
over teaching Cassie Key’s percussion students next term while she is 
on maternity leave. We wish her all the best with the new addition to 
her family.  
 
Guitar Lessons We know that many of you are on a waiting list for guitar 
lessons. Thank you for your patience as we try to source an additional 
guitar teacher as our current teacher is full up already. Great to see so so many of you taking this opportunity!  Looking 
forward to hearing some more ‘Smoke on the Water’ and other songs soon.  



                        
Central Western Daily Did you see us in the paper? Congratulations to all those students involved. Click here to read the 
article.   At this rate they will soon be writing an article about our world-class orchestra! 
 
Reminder to please email or text your child’s tutor directly with more than 24 hours notice if your child will not be at a 
lesson. If you do not give enough notice the lesson will be forfeit. This includes absences for things like excursions, sport 
and other school related commitments. 
 
Mr Noel Annett & Mrs Priscilla Colgan  
Music Department  
 
Japan Day  
 
On Tuesday 27th March, three official visitors attended OAGS from The Japan Foundation (Japan Consulate). The visitors 
watched Year 7.2 in action, playing Kahoot and Quizlet live. The students became very competitive trying to come first 
in the Japanese learning activities. 
 
On Wednesday 28th March, students from Year 8 visited Orange High School to attend a Japanese Culture Day (run by 
The Japan Foundation & OHS). The students participated in a shodo workshop (Japanese Calligraphy). They learnt about 
the art of calligraphy writing and zen mindfulness. Then the students played a few Japanese games including kendama 
and badminton, Japanese style. To finish the day, students watched an anime in Japanese with English subtitles called 
“Summer Wars”. 

 

 
Ms Claudette Andrie                                                                                                                                                               
Primary/Secondary Japanese Teacher 
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Coles Sports for Schools 
 
Thank you to all of your for your support with the Sports for Schools vouchers.  
There are only a couple more weeks to collect, so don’t forget to drop any vouchers 
you have to either box in the administration office before Friday 13th April (last day of 
Term 1). 
 
 

*Knee high socks are in stock also 
 



                        

 
 
        

 
 


