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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
30 October 2020 
 
From the Headmaster….  
  
Developing Student Leadership with State and National Recognition 

 
During the holidays Brynn Player (Yr 10) was awarded joint student of 
merit on completion of the state held Army Cadet Promotions Course. 
Topping the course amidst many other high quality candidates across NSW is a significant 
achievement for both our student and our cadet unit.  
 
This week I was thrilled to receive the news that our incoming School 
Captain Suzie Daugherty has been successfully chosen as a winner in 
the nationally recognised Country to Canberra Leadership 
Competition. That’s right; it’s ‘two from two’ as you may remember our 
outgoing School Captain Jessica Bennett was also a winner of the 2019 
competition, participating in a ‘Powertrip’ to Canberra.  
The Country to Canberra Leadership Competition is a prestigious 

annual competition that awards winners with a ‘Power Trip’ to Canberra where winners meet 
inspiring politicians/CEOs, receive leadership and public speaking training, tour Parliament, score 
a mentor, get their work published and more.  
Like many programs and experiences globally, COVID-19 has changed how Country to Canberra will run the Power Trip 
prize for our 2020 Leadership Competition winners. Due to COVID-19 we decided that we need to postpone our 2020 

Power Trip. 
Although the Power Trip prize has been postponed, not cancelled, we know our 
rural communities need connection and support more than ever. Country to 
Canberra has developed a new online experience called C2C on Screen, that will 
give winners the chance to meet each other, participate in workshops, and hear 
from powerful women. 
 
We are very excited for Suzie and all of the opportunities this prize offers. You can 
read more about Suzie and her application here:  
http://countrytocanberra.com.au/bio-2020-winner-suzanne-daugherty/ 

 
Whilst I am speaking about the amazing achievements of our students, and marvel at what 
they are capable of, I would like to mention Loti Ward 
from Year 3. Loti made the great sacrifice of lopping her 
long locks for a good cause recently, raising over $6000 
for the Variety ‘Hair with Heart’ fundraiser. Whilst not 
being gifted myself, having 4 daughters of my own I am 
well aware of the importance and connection that they 
can have to their long flowing hair, but this did not seem 
to phase Loti at all. I am very proud of how brave and 
considerate she is. I feel very blessed to hear so many 

great stories about our students participating in service opportunities, and giving so 
courageously for good causes.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/
https://edumate.orangegrammar.nsw.edu.au/
http://countrytocanberra.com.au/bio-2020-winner-suzanne-daugherty/


                                       
 
Mrs Fowler 
I would like to extend a debt of gratitude to Mrs Lisa Fowler, our current Leader of Welfare (Primary) who will be leaving 
OAGS at the end of 2020 to take on new opportunities in 2021. As part of the Welfare Team, Mrs Fowler has been a key 
member in managing the welfare and wellbeing of our primary girls over the past 2 years. We wish Mrs Fowler all the very 
best. As a School community, staff and students, we will look forward to celebrating her time with us at an appropriate 
farewell at the completion of this Term.  
 
Leader of Welfare Primary 2021 – Kate Bracks 
It is with great pleasure that I introduce Kate Bracks who will be joining our school on the primary 
teaching team as the Leader of Welfare (Primary). You might be thinking that Kate’s face is very 
familiar, and you would be right! Kate was the Season 3 Winner of Channel Ten’s Masterchef, and 
was dubbed a local celebrity from that point onwards. Whilst incredible in the kitchen, Kate comes 
to OAGS with an absolute wealth of experience in the classroom in both teaching and Chaplaincy 
roles.  
 
Kate grew up in Sydney and together with her husband and three children, moved to Orange in 
2006. Kate’s teaching career began teaching English to five and six year olds in Indonesia before 
five wonderful years as a classroom teacher at Greenacre Baptist Christian Community School where 
she enjoyed teaching in both the Infants and Upper Primary departments. During the years following the birth of her own 
three children, Kate undertook a range of short-term teaching contracts in various roles including Music, Dance and 
Drama as well as involvement in The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program. After a five-year stint dabbling in the 
food industry, Kate returned to teaching in the role of Religious Education teacher at Kinross Wolaroi School. She also 
enjoyed 18 months of teaching Food Technology classes in the high school. For the past five years she has also been the 
Junior School Chaplain there and enjoyed further developing her understanding, skills and passion for student wellbeing. 
This year, due to Covid-19 changes in the school, Kate has returned to full-time classroom teaching and has rediscovered 
her love of it. 
Kate has been a Christian for most of her adult life. She has regularly attended and been heavily involved in the life of her 
local church community wherever she has lived. Her faith shapes who she is and inspires her to serve wholeheartedly and 
with integrity. 
Kate is very much looking forward to joining the OAGS community in 2021 and getting to know students, staff and families. 
 
New Leadership Opportunities 
Our school has been experiencing unprecedented growth in the last couple of years. With growth comes the opportunity 
to expand our exceptional team of educators to cater for more students and introduce great new programs. With some 
exciting plans to announce in the near future in regards to sporting and wellbeing programs, we are currently advertising 
for the newly developed position of Head of Sport K-12 both internally and externally. The Head of Sport would lead the 
charge on all curricular, co curricular and representative sporting opportunities within the school, working alongside our 
PDHPE and Sports Coordination team and volunteers.  
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster  
 

From the Deputy 
 
I’d like to take a moment to acknowledge and encourage all the 
parents who pickup of an afternoon. Let’s face it, no-one loves the line-
up. However, what I see each day is patience, understanding, 
community mindedness and a combined effort to keep our students 
safe and do our bit in response to the pandemic. Thank you for your 
patience, thank you for your understanding and thank you for keeping 
the smiles and waves going despite the hold ups. Our latest ever line up 
has been 3:41pm, with a more regular clearing completed by 3:35pm 
most days. Some tips to remember: 

1. Park as close to the car in front of you as is safely possible. It’s 
amazing how much of a difference this makes to the length of 
the line.  

2. If you can arrive at 3:30pm instead of 3:10pm, you will likely end up getting home at the same time. 
 
 
 



                                       
 
I’d also like to acknowledge the staff who have braved all kinds of weather to ensure the safety of everyone. It has been 
a smooth and committed effort by you all. Finally, to our local community. As a school we are committed to being an 
extension of our local community, not an ‘island unto ourselves’. As we continue to serve the families of Orange by 
providing the highest quality education, we do so on your doorstep. The waves from those going past of an afternoon, 
the understanding you have shown and the partnership we see in you as you do your bit to care for the students of OAGS 
does not go unnoticed. Thank you for your patience and partnership.  
 
We soldier on! 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
Kindergarten 2021 Orientation - Day 1 
 
On Wednesday 28th October, we welcomed our incoming Kindergarten class 
of 2021 for the first of two orientation days. The children arrived with bright smiles, 
eager to experience a day in the Kindergarten classroom, looking very grown 
up in their special Kindergarten 2021 sports shirts.  
This week, Group 1 enjoyed the day in the classroom with Mrs Purvis exploring 
multiple texts of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. They completed a STEAM activity, 
looking at different types of parachutes and then designing, creating and 
testing their own parachute, for Jack to safely descend from the top of the beanstalk. They also used their creativity and 
different art process to create an artwork linked to the text.  

Group 2 had a lovely day in the classroom with Mrs Pearson. They took part in lots of activities 
based on the story ‘The Gingerbread Man’. After listening to the story, and the sad ending for 
the gingerbread man, we came up with an idea to make a raft/boat to get the gingerbread 
man safely across the river. The children showed how clever they are, by sequencing the events 
from the story, retelling the story and then creating a raft for the gingerbread man. A 100% 
success rate with the rafts was very impressive!  
At Lunch and Recess the children loved spotting familiar faces as they explored the Primary 
playground.  
We can’t wait to welcome back the children on Wednesday 4th November for their final 
orientation day, before they commence in 2021. 
 
The Early Learning Team  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



                                       
ART in the Admin 
 
This week’s Admin Artists in Residence are Suzie 
Daugherty and Sabrina Mackay.  
Suzie’s portraits are digital images modified from her 
own original drawings. She is looking forward to 
doing Visual Arts in her HSC year and encourages 
everyone to try different drawing techniques. It’s a 
great way to relax and unwind even if you don’t 
think you’re very good at it. 
Sabrina’s piece is a testament to her hard work and 
dedication in Textiles and Design in Term 3. She uses 

finger knitting to make a continuous line of knotted wool that is spiralled and glued to the canvas to produce a wall 
hanging. Her unique work is reminiscent of the wall hangings created by the central western desert Tjanpi weavers.  
 

Term 4 Plant Production in D&T 
 
Stage 4 has begun the long but rewarding process of germinating and 
growing giant pumpkins in our D&T Plant Production unit. It is a 6 month 
journey from germination to giant pumpkin and if all goes well our 
pumpkins will be entered in the giant pumpkin growing competition at 
Sydney’s Royal Easter Show in 2021.  We will keep you posted on their 
progress in the coming weeks and months. 
 

Pictured: Manvir, Ayva and Sarah are the proud parents of their pumpkin seeds.  
 
 

 
We started again last Monday after the holiday break, in less than ideal weather. This term we will be focusing on teaching 
new field skills as well as improving radio communication procedure. Many of these skills will be used on the overnight 
Bivouac. We have commenced planning for 2021, in adding a number of activities and experiences to make Monday 
training more competitive and skill based.   
 
Key Dates 
7-8 Nov - Bivouac onsite 
5 Dec - Ceremonial Parade (live streamed for families and friends) 
5 Dec - Annual Dinner (cadets and staff only - onsite)  
Dec and Jan - NO Cadets unless on a promotion course (9-16 Jan) 
1 FEB 2021 - First Parade 
 

Promotion - congratulations to Natarsha Linde (Y11) who was promoted to Cadet Under 
Officer last Monday night. This is the highest rank that can be obtained by a cadet in any 
unit - well done!!!! 
 
Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC) 
Administrative Commander 
 
 



                                       
 
CHESS 
 
Interest in chess continues to grow each Thursday as students come along to watch their 
friends play. It is very encouraging to see so many primary students keen to learn or improve 
their knowledge of the game. This will ensure that we have plenty of seasoned “veterans” 
able to hold their own when external competitions resume and also to replace senior players 
as they graduate and move on to life beyond OAGS.   
 
Our last external competition game is against St Johns College Dubbo on Thursday 5 Nov.   
Mr Terry Nye 
Coordinator 
 
Library@OAGS 
 
Book Week: 
A big THANK YOU to all families who helped students with costumes for our Book Week Dress-up Day in week one of this 
term. It was a really fun day for the students and staff. It had been a long time since we could have a day like this after 
Covid lockdown and restrictions, and many students mentioned to me how much they had missed dressing up. The 
students also enjoyed the virtual performance titled “The Greatest Discovery”. Not only did the actors discuss some of the 
shortlisted books, their story also had an important message about being a good sport, playing fair and having a positive 
attitude. 

          
 

             
Book Club: 
Issue #7 closes on the 30th of October, 2020 and this will be the last issue for the year. Thank you to all families who 
participated in the Book Club program this year. Your orders helped build Reward Points for the school to spend on 
classroom and Library resources that enhance your child’s education at OAGS. 
End of Year Loan Returns: 
Starting Week 6 of Term 4, borrowing will cease for the year. It is vital that any outstanding Library loans are returned by 
the last day of Term 4 (Wednesday 9th of December). This is especially important for any students who may be leaving 
the school. Please contact Ms Taylor if you require a loans list to be emailed to you to assist your child/ren in returning 
loans. 
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 
 

http://cerebralboinkfest.blogspot.com/2011/09/who-invented-chess.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


                                       

 
Primary & Secondary Wednesday Sport 

Term 4 is only a short term, but we have so much sport to offer our students over the 8 weeks! Our Primary students are 
both on and offsite this term due to venues and COVID restrictions. Our Kindergarten students are participating in a unit 
of Fun Games with Mrs Purvis & Mrs Pearson, Year 1 will be busting a groove in the Media Centre with Mrs Hudson, and 
Stage 3 are participating in a Fundamental Movement Program based on a games-sense approach. Our students 
travelling offsite are Year 2 who are rolling, jumping and flipping at Central West Gymnastics, and our Stage 2 students are 
swimming up a storm at the Orange Aquatic Centre in a swimming program. Below are some photos of our Primary 
students participating in sport so far this term.  

 
 
Our secondary students had four sports to select from this term. Our student’s favourite selections were definitely hockey 
with a Hockey NSW coach, and Footy Codes with Mr Doyle & Mr Brown. Closely behind these were our Onsite Crossfit with 
Red City Gym instructors, and Triathlon with Miss Harrison. All students enjoyed their first two weeks of sport, and instructors 
and teachers have all commented on how involved students are in their chosen sport. All our students are keen to 
continue in the weeks to come! Below are some photos of our Secondary students participating in sport so far this term.  
 

                                  
 
 



                                       
OAGS Touch Football 
OAGS Mini Touch Football Competition  
The OAGS Mini Touch Football Competition commenced on Monday the 19th of October. The OAGS Mini Competition is 
an in-school competition with students ranging from Transition through to Year 4. Students get the opportunity to learn 
and develop new skills in touch football whilst also having a lot of fun! The OAGS Mini Competition is lucky enough to have 
fantastic student helpers ranging from Year 7 to Year 11. These amazing helpers are Isla Stringer, Charli Hunter, Lucy Martin, 
Amelie Fowler, Isaac Clarke, Seamus Dwyer, Lily Martin and Megan Cox.  
 
OAGS Junior Touch Football 
The Junior OAGS Touch Football players play in the local Orange touch football competition on Wednesday afternoons. 
All teams have shown great sportsmanship and teamwork so far this season.  The following are some of our OAGS touch 
football representatives in their respective teams: 

U11 Cyclones - Coach Jane Chung 

             
U13 Twisters - Coaches  Emily Patterson & Grace Stringer 

 
U13 Whirlpools - Coach Trent Rengger 

                
 
 
 



                                       
U13 Hurricanes - Coaches Abby Tilburg & Elli Wilson 

           
Miss Abby Tilburg 
Touch Football Coordinator 
 

Transition News 
  
A wonderful start to Term 4 with lots of Transition students engaged in different activities. 
We had Book Week in the first week and Thursday students had the opportunity to dress 
up, tell their friends what book character they were and why it was their favourite book. 
We also had some students who demonstrated wild minds, coming as scientists and 
astronauts. On Friday, Mrs Eyb, OAGS’ new agriculture 
teacher, visited Transition and delivered an incubator and 
some chicken eggs, as well as shared some information 
about chickens and their development. Throughout this 
term, Transition will be observing the eggs and counting 
down the days until they hatch and then caring for the 
chicks. The chicks will become part of the OAGS chicken 

collection.  
This week, Transition students are linking their Fruito to data collection and are making 
graphs. As our learning about data grows,  students will link their observations of the eggs 
and chicks to create graphs and interpret the data.  
Making connections between the students' own lives and experiences and  learning 
makes the learning more relevant and engaging for the students and results in deeper 
questioning and understanding. It is important we all take the time to answer questions 
and encourage curiosity, as this helps them develop their critical thinking skills. 

   
 
 
Year 10 English  
 
For Assessment, Year 10 were asked to rewrite scenes from Macbeth from a perspective other than Macbeth’s.  The results 
were outstanding! Here are a few samples from the group. 
 
Ms Catherine Stevenson 
English Teacher 
 

 



                                       
Scene Rewrite 
Scene: Act 2, Scene 1 
Perspective: Lady Macbeth 
By Tiffany Pretorius 
 
Lady Macbeth quietly creeps around the corner, staring down the corridor at Macbeth. She watches him 
closely as he haltingly walks toward King Duncan’s chamber. He starts talking to himself out loud, and Lady 
Macbeth listens intently. 
 
“Is this a dagger I see in front of me, with its handle pointing toward my hand? Come, let me hold you. I don’t 
have you but I can still see you.” 
 

Lady Macbeth thinks to herself as she watches Macbeth, ‘Fool, fool! Now he’s imagining things. Floating daggers? He’s going to mess 
this up, he’s going to fail. What will I do? I’ll have to do it myself. But, no Duncan reminds me too much of my own father, sleeping 
peacefully in that bed. Macbeth, focus, remember, you are man enough. Do it for you, for me, do it for our future.’ 
 
She continues to listen. 
 
“Are you nothing more than a dagger created by the mind, a hallucination from my 
fevered brain?” 
 
‘For the love of God, Macbeth you are seeing things. Stop being silly and do what needs to be done. I knew you didn’t have what it 
takes to seize this perfect opportunity to take the crown. Won’t you ever do something for yourself? No everything has to be done for 
you and given to you. You want this, I know you want 
this, but you are not willing to do what has to be done for you to get it.’ 
 
“You’re leading me toward the place I was going already, and I was planning to use a weapon just like you.” Macbeth says to himself. 
 
‘Yes Macbeth, go, follow the imaginary dagger to Duncan’s chambers and kill him. Make his blood spill, make it cover the daggers and 
make it drip from your hands. Take the throne, take what must be yours. Come evil spirits guide Macbeth through this treacherous murder. 
Show him the way, make him feel the cruel power and ambition to go through with this.’ 
 
Lady Macbeth continues to listen. 
 
“There’s no dagger here. It’s the murder I’m about to do that’s making me think I see 
one.” 
 
‘Oh, evil spirits fill his mind with murderous thoughts. Show him the crown and all that will be rewarded to him for his heinous deeds. Do it 
Macbeth! Prove to me that you are worthy of my love.’ 
 
“Hard ground, don’t listen to the direction of my steps. I don’t want you to echo back where I am and break the terrible stillness of this 
moment, a silence that is so appropriate for what I’m about to do. While I stay here talking, Duncan lives. The more I talk, the more my 
courage cools.” Macbeth whispers before he disappears through the door that leads to King Duncan’s room. 
 
‘Yes! Wicked Spirits, Macbeth has gone to fulfill his fate, now follow him and keep him strong and eager to finish the job. Listen to his words 
and cover the evidence of 
what’s about to happen. Bring him back to me with a heart full of evil and hands covered in the thick blood of Duncan. Allow him to 
leave and feel no remorse for the crimes he committed.’ 
 

 
Scene rewrite 
Scene: Act 3 Scene 4 - Macbeth Sees Banquo’s ghost  
Perspective: Lady Macbeth 
By Hamish Roberts 
 
The banquet hall, rich and sumptuous in its grandeur, was replete with all of Scotland’s thanes. My love, 
Macbeth, prepared himself to greet our guests however something bothersome lingered on his mind… it was 
not hidden well. He was gathered in the hall the same as all the other’s though his focus was travelling far 
beyond what his eyes were observing as if he knew something had happened. 
 
Macbeth’s apprehensive nature persisted as he conducted his address to the lords, it was rushed and 

apathetic. After our guests had all taken their seats Macbeth left for the door in a hurry. He appeared as if he was speaking to someone 
but all that were invited to the banquet were assembled in the hall already, apart from Banquo that is, though there was no way Macbeth 
would have known the exact timing of his arrival let alone would have halted him at the door. Maybe he was exchanging with a servant 
though the encounter seemed rather long and informal which is uncommon for a king and his worker. No matter the business he was 
attending to, this was in no way the manner in which you host a feast, especially one of such importance. I brought it upon myself to 
intervene with his arrogance. 
 
“My Royal Lord, you are forgetting to entertain our guests. If you don’t make your guests know they’re welcome, they’ll feel like they’re 
paying for their meal. When you’re eating out with people, you need to have a little more ceremony. Otherwise, dinner parties would be 
boring,” I explained as I approached him, quickly glancing to the other side of the door, however, I could not see anyone there. 
 
“It’s nice of you to remind me,” Macbeth replied as he lifted his glass, “Here’s to good appetites, good digestion, and good health!” 
 
Macbeth walked back to the table and was quickly invited to take a seat. In return, he wore a puzzled expression and the colour drained 
from his face. Odd considering it was such a simple appeal. “The table is full,” Macbeth claimed to the lords, their faces beginning to 
bear a similar expression to his own. 



                                       
 
“Here’s an empty seat, sir.” Lennox, one of the thanes, assured Macbeth though his character only grew stronger. Abruptly, with no 
previous warning, Macbeth began to cry aloud in allegations. They seemed to be directed toward thin air. He was embarrassing not only 
himself but also me. My skin began to turn a pale, ghastly white before reddening to a shade similar to that of a strawberry as Macbeth 
continued his theatrical fits of lunacy. Discomfited by his behaviour, the lords, springing to their feet, were quick to inquire about the well-
being of the king. 
 
“Sit! My husband is often like this,” I vowed to the men, “This is just a brief fit. In a moment he’ll be well again. If you pay too much attention 
to him you’ll make him angry, and that will make his convulsions go on longer. Eat your dinner and pay no attention to him.” Grabbing 
him by the ear, I pulled him closer so that only he could hear me, “Are you a man?” 
 
“Yes, and a brave one, who dares to look at something that would frighten the devil,” he said back to me. 
 
I invited the Thanes to depart from the banquet hall leaving Macbeth and me alone, “Oh, that’s nonsense,” my mind was quick to 
saturate itself in frustration, “This is just another one of the hallucinations you always get when you’re afraid. This is like that floating dagger 
you said was leading you toward Duncan. When the vision passes, you’ll see that you’re just looking at an empty stool.” 
 
Macbeth’s face soured as if he had just seen a ghost.  
 
“Why are you making these faces,” I questioned him, “you are only looking at a stool.” 
 
“Look, Look there,” Macbeth exclaimed back, pointing his finger to the still-empty seat. It seemed as if his idiocy had paralyzed his 
thoughts completely. His delusion spread through him quickly like a poison and was embedded into his brain too deeply before there 
was time to stall it.  
 
“My dear lord, come to your senses, your guests are wondering what is happening.” 
 
Macbeth looked as if he had gathered himself for a split second. 
 
“Yes I had forgotten about them,” he said. He invited the Thanes back into the room and was quick to excuse his actions.  
“Don’t be alarmed on my account, my most worthy friends. I have a strange disorder, which no longer shocks those who know me well. 
Come, let’s drink a toast: love and health to you all.” 
 
Although his illusions had now passed, my faith was still not strong in Macbeth and I began to await the moment when they would visit 
once again. 
 

            
 
 Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 

(02) 6360 4811 
admin@oags.nsw.edu.au 

www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  
www.oags.nsw.edu.au  

 

mailto:admin@oags.nsw.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/

	I’d like to take a moment to acknowledge and encourage all the parents who pickup of an afternoon. Let’s face it, no-one loves the line-up. However, what I see each day is patience, understanding, community mindedness and a combined effort to keep our...
	Term 4 Plant Production in D&T

