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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
17 August 2018 
 
From the Deputy Headmaster…  
 
Week 4 has had it all. I trust you were able to meet with 
your child/rens teacher/s for a parent teacher interview 
sometime this week. If you were unable to attend, please 
do make contact with the relevant teachers and set up an 
alternative time to meet. We all know the power of the partnership between a 
school and its families, and setting rendezvous points like parent teacher 
interviews is one of the ways we can do this.  
 
Thank you to all that were able to attend our first ever ‘Winterlude’ event on 
Thursday night, hosted by the P & F. The Media Centre was beautifully decked 
out with a centralised grazing table compliments of the Agrestic Grocer, as well 
as fine wine and of course multiple performances by our HICES-bound 
secondary students. The students who performed at Winterlude are now off to 
the HICES music camp at Stanwell Tops on Monday and we wish them luck as 
they prepare to perform at Sydney Town Hall. 
 

As I type this I have just returned fresh from the dance 
Eisteddfod where I was the nominated chaperone for 
the junior boys hip hop dance ensemble. While I wasn’t 
quite up to scratch to make it on stage with the boys, it 
was fabulous to watch them 
perform from a distance. My ‘floss’ 
improved remarkably over the 
course of the morning - thanks boys! 
Congratulations to all the dance 
groups who performed from across 

the whole of Primary School. Your performances were a 
credit to you. I’d like to also make a special 
acknowledgement here of Miss Gabby Seton who has 
worked tirelessly to make the Dance Eisteddfod possible this year for all our 

students. Despite not being 
in 100% health in the weeks 
leading up, her 
commitment and 
determination has ensured 
a great experience for our 
students. Well done Gabby. 
 
 
At the other end of the 
campus our Year 12 

students are busily preparing for the Trial HSC Examinations which are held in 
week 5. My Chemistry students have been madly preparing for the task and I 
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Book Week & Book Fair 

20-24 August 2018 
 

Book Week Costume Day 
24 August 2018 

 
Primary HICES Athletics  

27-28 August 2018 
 

Secondary WAS Athletics 
30 August 2018 

 
Secondary AICES Athletics 

15 September 2018 
 

Primary CIS Athletics 
19 September 2018 

 
Secondary CIS Athletics 

25 September 2018 
 

Book Week Costume Day 
24 August 2018 

 
Secondary Soccer Gala Day 

3 September 2018 
 

Primary Milo Cricket Blast 
Gala Day 

13 September 2018 
 

Secondary T20 Blast Gala Day  
18 September 2018 
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know that all the staff are giving their all for the students to help them enter these exams in the best shape possible. For 
the last few weeks the Senior Study Centre has been in operation until well after dark as preparation sessions have been 
held by staff with their students. Good luck to all - this is a challenging time but also an exciting one as year 12 edge 
ever closer to their valedictory week and final HSC Examinations.  
 
A special shout out to all the Fathers and Grandfathers in our community. As per the term planner, we will be holding a 
BBQ breakfast in the Media Centre Carpark on Friday August 31st from 7:45am. See the advertisement later on in this 
newsletter. I’d like to invite you to drop your kids off to school that day and stay for a Bacon and Egg roll, coffee and 
good company to celebrate Fatherhood.  
 
Finally, today we farewell Mrs Pearson as she takes her Maternity leave to welcome her second child. Mrs Pearson will 
be missed by all, but we are thrilled to anticipate with her the arrival of number 2. Our prayers are with you Mrs Pearson 
for a safe and happy arrival of your new bundle of joy. The staff were lucky to gather with you on Friday afternoon for 
some High Tea to send you off. 
 
Blessings to you and your families this weekend. 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
40 Hour Famine Backpack Challenge 

    
The 40 Hour Famine, is World Vision’s most recognised fundraising event each year, raising money for social outreach 
and aid across the world. This year, Orange Anglican Grammar School students were asked to nominate as leaders of 
OAGS’s 40 Hour Famine fundraising team. A leadership team was established and on Thursday 2nd of August these 
students meet with Phillipa Paull from World Vision. During their meeting she shared what World Vision does as well as 
how our students could help and inspire others to make a change in the lives of others.  
 
In Chapel this term, students have considered what it means to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God. They 
have been challenged to consider how acts of service can take many forms in our lives. The 40 Hour Famine dovetails 
beautifully with this challenge. Over this time our student leaders have been promoting the 40 Hour Famine Backpack 
Challenge at Secondary Assembly and Chapel. The Backpack Challenge requires participants commit to living out of 
their backpack with only essentials for 40 hours….much like a refugee. 
 
It has been wonderful to see a large group of Secondary students register for the fundraising initiative. Most students will 
participate in the program this weekend, Friday 17th til Sunday 19th of September. The students participating in the 
Backpack Challenge are: 
 
Adelaide Webster 
Alicia Robinson 
Anastasia Skinner 
Emma McMaster 
Hillary Owen 
Isabella Kane 
Jessica Bennett 
Jessica Windus 
Kate McMaster 
Leah Hassler-Montoya 
Lilly Hassall 
Maddie Mackay 
Mitchell McGoldrick 
Neesha Pradhan 
Suzanne Daugherty 
Tyler Jones 
Vanessa Drabsch 
 



                                       
As of Wednesday 15th of August these students had raised $819. If you would like to sponsor one of our students 
please go to our school page: 
https://www.40hourfamine.com.au/school?id=S101384410 
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Head of Secondary Welfare 

 
Secondary School Honour Roll 
Congratulations to our latest Bronze Recipients in the Secondary Honour roll. Since the start of term 3 the following 
students have been recognised during a Secondary Assembly where they were presented with their Bronze lapel pin. 
  
·        Adelaide Webster 
·        Alicia Robinson 
·        Ethan Norcott 
·        Jessica Windus 
·        Jock Johnston 
·        Rhys Johnston 
·        Zac Oakes 
·        Zac Pavy 
 
 
 
Library@OAGS 
 
Book Week will run from Monday the 20th of August through till Friday the 24th. OAGS Library 
will also host a Book Fair. Please come along and browse the selection of books. CASH ONLY 
unless using the online ordering slip. Keep an eye out for a Book Fair catalogue and further 
details during Week 4.  
Dress up Day will be held on Friday the 24th of August along with a Special Book Week 
Assembly. This will start at 9.30am and run through till recess at 10.35am. All Welcome. 
Premier’s Reading Challenge: It is exciting to see some student reading records coming in! Well done to the students 
who have completed the challenge thus far. All reading records are due Friday the 31st of August at the latest. 
Ursula Dubosarky Author Visit: Students in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 were  treated to an Author Visit and Talk by Ursula Dubosarky. 
She entertained the students with an explanation of how she got her ideas for her new book “Leaf Stone Beetle”, which 
promises to be a very thought provoking story. There were many responses and thoughtful questions from the students 
and some were also lucky enough to purchase a signed copy of her book.  
 

                               
Mrs Karelle Taylor  
Teacher Librarian  

 
From the Sport Department 
         
Futsal State Championships 
Congratulations to our U16 Boys and U16 Girls Futsal teams who travelled to Penrith in Week 2 for the NSW Schools Futsal 
State Finals. After winning the gold medal at the regional round of the competitions our teams headed down high in 
confidence and ready to give the state titles their all. The boys got off to a winning start, defeating Mater Dei Catholic 
College 2-1 with a late goal before the end of full time. While that would be our only win for the day, the OAGS teams 
held their own against some very tough opposition from much bigger schools. Most games were decided by only a 
couple of goals and both teams are commended on the high levels of sportsmanships displayed in their games. 
 
 

https://www.40hourfamine.com.au/school?id=S101384410


                                       

 
Local Soccer Competition 
Once again in 2018 we have a number of teams playing in the Orange and District Football Association competition. 
These teams are ably coached by our generous parent volunteers and how teams have been experiencing great 
success on the chilly winter Saturday mornings.  Here is a mid-season photo update of some of our teams in action. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cumnock Soccer Day 2018 
 
Alongside their participation in the local ODFA competition, OAGS also had an U7 Team attend the Cumnock Soccer 
Day over the holiday break. A huge thank you to our supercoach Michelle Oh for providing this opportunity for our 
students. A great day was had by all involved. 
 
 

 



                                       

 

                
 

 
Swimming success 
In the school holidays Callum and Kyla Brown made their debut at NSW swimming country 
championships at SOPAC representing their swimming club Jets. A great achievement after 
only being in Australia just over 1 year!!  
 
 

 
Human Society in Its Environment 
 
Recently year 7 to 10 Geography students have been involved in the Education Perfect, Humanities Championships 
where year 7 Students Thomas Dixon and Tiffany Mitchell received a Bronze Award and Credit Award respectively. 
Congratulation to these students.  
 
In History students in years 7 to 10 competed in the Australian History Competition. The Competition is prepared by the 
History Teachers’ Association  of Australia and run in conjunction with The Giant Classroom. The goal of the competition 
is to provide an interesting and challenging competition for students. The students produced some excellent results 
including a number of High Distinctions and Distinctions. The following students are to be congratulated Harrison Baker, 
Oliver Colgan, Claire Ferguson, Fraser Fisher, Jackson Willis, Madeline Mackay, Mitchell M and Mitchell Oates. 

 
Chess 
 
Chess Club at OAGS has been continuing this term on Thursday lunchtimes with many newcomers in the last few weeks 
and many game upsets. The competition is heating up for who will take out number one spot in this years school 
competition.  
 
The performances at lunchtime games have carried into the Secondary Western Region inter-school competition where 
our secondary team made up of Jack Dixon, Scott McGoldrick, Rhys Johnson and Tyler Jones recently played James 
Sheahan Catholic High School, with the OAGS team winning a stunning 3-1 to reach the semi finals. Our highly 
anticipated semi final will be against Parkes High School in the coming weeks with all of the team buzzing from their 
recent display of top quality chess against highly skilled opponents. 
 
Jack Dixon 
Chess Captain 
 
 



                                       
Orange Eisteddfod - Dramatic Verse 
 
On Thursday the 9th August, I took a group of 20 students to the 
Orange Eisteddfod, to perform in the dramatic verse section. 
Dramatic verse is where the students are to perform a verse or 
prose piece, for a maximum of 5 minutes. Unlike verse 
speaking, the piece needs to be acted out. The students 
performed ‘The Bunyip Will Get You.’ They had been 
rehearsing the piece for about 6 weeks. They were awarded 
first place, with a total of 89 points. The group performed very 
well and reported that they loved their experience. I am very 
proud of the students involved, and congratulate them in their 
achievement. 
Mr Kyle Palmer  
Stage 3 Tonga Teacher, Drama Club Co-ordinator 
 

 

 
Japanese Exchange Students 

 
Last Saturday, OAGS held a Sayonara dinner for Tsukinoki Senior 
High School exchange students. On Sunday morning, the host 
families brought the exchange students back to school, bright 
and early, so they could catch the bus back into Sydney. During 
this time, there were a few tears at new friendships that had 
been made. The exchange students had a fabulous time while 
in Australia, studying English and learning about Australian 
culture, however, most of them didn’t like the vegemite. 

Reports and responses from the Japanese school and students have 
testified to the success of the 
visit. A big thank you to the 
OAGS families who hosted 
the 20 students and made 
this possible. It was a 
memorable experience for 
the Japanese exchange 
students and their host 
families. This event will occur 
again in 2020. 
 

 

 
Ms Claudette Andrie                                                                                                                                                    
Primary/Secondary Japanese Teacher 
 



                                       
Stage 2 Bearded Dragon Visit 
 
On Friday 3rd August, Stage 2 were excited to welcome a visit from Vanessa Drabsch 
(current Yr 12 student) and her pet bearded dragon Lex. Vanessa came to share with 
Stage 2 as part of our Science unit on plant and animal adaptations. Students were 
captivated as Vanessa knowledgeably shared information about bearded dragons, their 
care, lifecycle and the structural/behavioural adaptations they 
have developed to live within their habitat. Vanessa answered all 

student questions with great passion and enthusiasm, allowing each student time to observe 
and pat Lex. Stage 2 benefitted so much from this learning experience and we are very grateful 
to Vanessa for sharing her knowledge and passion for bearded dragons with us in such an 
interactive way! Stage 2 will now use this information to help them understand different 
adaptations made by animals and apply this to their own research of other plant and animal 
adaptations.  
 
Miss Christine Clissold 
Stage 2 Bermuda Teacher  
 
Secondary Chapel  
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