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It ’s a date… 

 

Please  no te  that  a l l  da tes  

are  subjec t  to  change  g iven  

the  unpred ic tab i l i ty  o f  th e  

pand emic .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 September 

“Parenting Under Pressure’ webinar 

(see flyer in Newsletter) 

 

20 September – 8 October  

OAGS School Holidays 

 

11 October 

Term 4 commences 

 

20 October  

Kindergarten 2022 Orientation 

 

10 November  

Sports Awards Night 
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From the Deputy Headmaster…  

“One Father is more than a hundred schoolmasters.” 
 
George Herbert was not only a priest of the Church of England, but 
a Welsh-born poet and Orator from the Shakespearian era. One of 
his more impactful quotes is this one as stated above.  
As we draw the curtain down on this third week of lockdown and 
remote learning I’d like to take this moment to encourage and thank 
all the families of OAGS for the tremendous support you are giving 
your children during this time. 

Amidst the Zoom fatigue and remote learning frustrations, I am also hearing stories of joy 
and happiness. While we are disconnected from the school community, we are more 
connected with our family nucleus. For many this has brought about time for things that were 
rare. Family board games, backyard golf courses, a new found love of outdoor exercise, an 
excuse to renovate or even a family spring cleaning day!  
 
As we celebrate Father’s day I’m reminded of the importance of the Father figure. Herbert 
is right in what he says. While we as educators play an important role, it is but a skerrick of 
what occurs in the home each day - and none more so than during this particular time of 
lockdown. Father’s day means many things to many people, and of course it is often a 
challenging day depending on each family’s unique circumstances.  
 
It’s no coincidence that when Jesus’ followers pestered him to teach them how to pray, he 
told them to start with ‘...Our Father in Heaven...’ 
 

For the Father’s who have gone before us, we give thanks 
For the Father’s who are investing in us, we ask for strength 

For the Father’s who are weary, we pray for sustenance 
For the Father’s whom we miss and grieve, we pray for peace 
For the Father’s who will one day be, we pray for protection. 

 
Though not quite old enough to make the ‘shakespearean’ era, Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young’s song Teach your children well resonates with our current challenges.  
 

You, who are on the road 
Must have a code that you 
can live by 
And so, become yourself 
Because the past is just a 
goodbye 

Teach your children well 
Their father's hell did slowly go by 
And feed them on your dreams 
The one they pick's the one you'll 
know by 

Don't you ever ask them, "Why?" 
If they told you, you would cry 
So just look at them and sigh 
And know they love you 



 

 
 
The third stanza in particular brings a knowing smile I’m sure! One commentator suggests that the meaning is found in that  
 
‘Sometimes intergenerational dialogue isn't easy:  

"Don't you ever ask them why/ if they told you you would cry/ so just 
 look at them and sigh/ and know they love you..." 
This is basically an appeal to both sides of the "generation gap" (the parents and children) to remember that even if they 
don't understand the other group's logic, reasoning, or motivation, remember that they still love you and try to just get 
along. 
 
May God give us all increasing mutual understanding during this season! 
 
Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
 

 
 

Mrs Willis – Educator of the Year finalist  
Our very own Mrs Willis (aka Mrs Chocolate) has been nominated and selected as a finalist in the 
Central West Mummy Awards 2021, for the Educator of the Year category.  

Voting is open now: https://www.centralwestmums.com.au/votenow/educator-of-the-year/  
 
 

 
Mental Health Week 
 
The school counselling department is excited to announce a couple of mental health events in Week 9.  
  

 RU OK? Day is 9 September. An excellent day for parents to discuss mental health and emotional needs with your 
children and families. Encourage your children to wear their yellow colours all day as well as encouraging them 
to call a friend or family member to see if they are coping OK.  

  
If you are concerned for your child, family member, friend or self, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au or 6360 4811 during office hours. Orange is blessed with many amazing mental health 
practitioners and services. Additionally, I have included emergency contact information for other essential mental health 
services. Remember the analogy of the airplane oxygen mask - please look after your self-care first before helping others 
with theirs. This not only looks after you, it also models healthy wellbeing to your children.  
  
Mrs Natalie Daugherty - School Counsellor 
  

       
 
 



 
 
‘Parenting Under Pressure’ Webinar 
 
On Wednesday 8 September we will be hosting the 
‘Parenting Under Pressure’ webinar with special guests 
Nicholas Marks and Rowena Roweth. Please see the flyer for 
further information and email admin@oags.nsw.edu.au to  
book your spot.  
 
Natalie Daugherty 
School Counsellor  
 
 

Lockdown Ideas  
  
No one can deny that most of us are seeing way more of our 
four walls than ever, which also means seeing more of our 
family members than ever. But, that does come with difficulty. 
Being in each other’s space continually can be hard and 
sometimes finding the energy to do something together 
when we have been near each other all day can just be 
more exhausting. We’re thankful to have found some games 
that everyone can enjoy equally. It is a great way to connect, 
chat, fight and throw things at one another all in the name of 
fun. Here are some ideas which can bring some laughter, 
tears (for the competitive few) and a change of social 
interaction for you all.  
 
 

Younger - Primary age: 
 

Pass the Panda - A great dice game for those aged 4 and up. We play almost daily with game 
time ranging from 1 minute to 5 minutes.  

Sleeping Queens - A fairly simple card based game 
created by a little girl where you wake up Queens to 
collect points. But watch out for the Knights, Dragons 
and sleeping potions!  

Primary - Middle school age: 
 

Throw Throw Burrito - A game where you literally throw a 
soft (sooo soft) burrito at one another) So much fun to be had!  
 

Forbidden Island - A great entry level team game where the 4 of you 
have to work together to beat the board (great for the competitive 

families!!)  
  
Other recommended games: Uno Flip, Monopoly Deal, Phase 10, Jungle Speed, and Roll for 
it.  
Do you enjoy games? What other ways have you found for everyone to be enjoying time together? 
If you have any questions or need a hand learning a new game please reach out! 
  
James Esson 
Chaplain/Teacher’s Aide - james.esson@oags.nsw.edu.au 
 



 
 
While physically not a lot has been happening in 
the Sports department due to Covid restrictions, 
we have been working tirelessly behind the scenes 
to ensure that we are ready for the 2021/2022 
summer sport season to begin. If you filled in the 
Summer Sport Expression of Interest form at the 
beginning of this term you will soon be receiving a 
note from the sport organiser with all of the 
information you will need for the upcoming 
season. For some sports more information will be 

released once sporting associations have made final decisions in the coming weeks. Unfortunately, we have not received 
enough interest to create our own  Tee ball and Modball teams for the upcoming season, information regarding other 
clubs in town have been sent to those that were interested. 
 
An exciting development for our co-curricular sport is the new uniforms that have been designed for Hockey, Touch and 
Basketball. After a number of months working with Teammate Supplies and sport organisers, uniforms have been designed 
with each sport in mind. OAGS has been using Teammate Supplies to make the Netball dresses in the past. They have 
launched a new section to their website where families will be able to buy directly from them. Part of the uniform is a 
universal patterned short which means families do not need to buy a new pair of shorts for each sport their child plays. 
While the pattern is universal, shorts will still be available in different designs meaning basketballers can have longer shorts 
while Touch or Hockey players may prefer a shorter length. Details of how to access the online shop will be in the sport 
organisers notes. We will start designing the new soccer shirt soon! 
 

Touch football Shirt and short 

 
Girls Touch football bike shorts 

 
Basketball Reversible shirt and shorts 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Hockey shirt, short and skort 
 

 
 

 
Dominique Hutchinson 
Head K-12 Sport 
 

 
OAGS Netball 2021  
 
Net Set Go  
Attention 8/9’s 
The ONA Committee has been monitoring the NSW public health updates closely to see if we can safely return to our 
Winter Netball Competition in 2021. 
The current Regional NSW stay at home orders will keep us off the courts until after 10 September 2021. 
With uncertainty around what a return to Community Sport may look like after 10 Sep, the Committee has made the 
difficult decision to abandon the last round of our 8/9’s competition on 15 September, 2021. 
The Committee will be in touch with clubs about medal presentation when we have more certainty about public 
gatherings and community sport. 
Keep safe and as soon as you are eligible please get vaccinated. 
  
Juniors / Seniors 
The ONA Committee has been monitoring the NSW public health updates closely to consider a safe return to our Winter 
Netball Competition in 2021. 
The current Regional NSW stay at home orders will keep us off the courts until after 10 September 2021 and round 14 games 
have been abandoned. 
If the restrictions around community sport will allow ONA to safely host a finals series the current plan is a two week finals 
series: 
 



 
 
Semi- Final 18 Sep 2021: 
Semi-Final 1 - Ladder 1 v Ladder 4 
Semi Final 2 - Ladder 2 v Ladder 3 
Grand Final 25 Sep 2021: 
Winner Semi-Final 1 v Winner Semi Final 2 
At this stage there is still a lot of uncertainty with cases continuing to increase in Orange and the Western Area Health 
District and ONA may need to change this plan for finals. 
It will all depend on Public Health orders and keeping our community safe. 
If ONA is unable to host a Grand Final Day before 27 September we will announce winners and runners up based on the 
competition ladder at that time. 
Keep Safe and as soon as you are eligible get vaccinated. 
 
OAGS Teams - Teams in bold writing progress to finals 
  

 U9 Sour Patch Kids - Season is finished 

 U10 Pythons - Finished in 3rd position 

 U11 Bullets - Season is finished 

 U12 Chomps - Finished in 4th position 

 U13 Twizzlers - Season is finished 

 U13 Sour Straps - Finished in 2nd position 

 U14 Zappos - Finished in 3rd position 

 U14 Crunches - Finished in 3rd position 

 U15 Fizzers - Season is finished 

 OAGS Opens - Finished in 2nd 
 
Abby Tilburg 
Netball Coordinator  
 
 
Sharing a book is so much more than just a story!  
 
Children big and small love to hear a story, whether it is a book that has been read to them so many times that the pages 
turn easily or they can tell when you miss a page, because you don’t need to read it one more time, or if it is an oral tale 
that you create together as you go. The pleasure and joy that shared stories bring to a child’s life can not be overstated. 
So during these challenging times when there are so many demands on your time, the quality time spent sharing a story is 
well worth the investment. Evidence shows there are benefits to parents sitting down with their kids telling stories together 
and the benefits go way beyond literacy. These benefits include building strong bonds between parents and children, 
helping children feel secure and develop socially and emotionally, helping them make sense of the world, and literally 
helping build their brain architecture by connecting neural pathways through positive, back-and-forth interactions. With 
the recent 2021 CBCA book week celebrations, and lots of new books hitting the shelves, I thought I would share with you 
some wonderful picture books that can appeal to a wide range of ages.  Books that begin the storytelling and memory 
making process and encourage the sharing of ideas and wonder about the world.  
 

Stay safe and healthy, happy reading 
Mrs Drury 

           
Wonder Walkers by Micha Archer               The Tree in Me                 Extraordinary by  Penny Harrison  
                                                                         by Corrina Luyken 

 



 

    
I Wonder by Kari Anne Holt          Windows, by Patrick Guest                What We’ll Build by Oliver Jeffers 

  
 
Chaplain's Chat  
 
Once again the world has reminded us of just how painful life can be.  COVID, Afghanistan bombings, hurricanes in 
America…  Even saying those big picture things can not capture the individual events that we are all facing.  It's 
reasonable to ask, “where is God in all this?” 
 
The Bible’s picture is not of a distant God.  In fact, God was so concerned about the state of this world that he put on 
flesh and came and lived with us in the person of Jesus Christ.  God does not just intellectually understand the suffering of 
this world – he has personally lived it.  More importantly, he’s provided hope of an end to the pain.  When Jesus faced his 
horrific death his disciples thought that was the end of the story.  God had other plans though.  He raised Jesus to life as 
the conqueror of death, giving the greatest hope humans have ever been offered. 
 
God offers us what he knows we desperately need.  When we come to Jesus and put our trust in him he adopts us into 
his family.  He cares for us through the pain of this world as one who understands it, and he prepares us for the next world 
where there will be no more death or pain of sadness.  If you are feeling the weight of this world, then I encourage you 
to cry out to the God who knows that weight, who loves us, and who has provided hope through Jesus. 
 
David Whittingham 
Head of Chaplaincy 
 

Chapel through Zoom 

This week both Primary and High School chapels went live via Zoom.  The way we deliver the good news about Jesus 
needs to keep adapting, but thankfully the good news of hope through Jesus never changes.  It was lots of fun playing 
games, having a poster competition and seeing a puppet (in primary).  Most importantly, it was great to hear about how 
the God of love transforms life. 

The Chaplaincy Team 

 



 

Words of Encouragement  
 

Wow. Who could’ve imagined that we would be here? I’m sure we all had our own expectations for what 
this year would bring, and that this current lockdown was not one of them. As someone enduring the day-
to-day tedious repetition of events that is isolation, it has never been easier to think negatively… to think 
that time is passing by without any real productivity, or to think that the world will never return to “normal”. 
But there is hope, and I think that one of the best ways we can find hope is by connecting with others. 
Instead of using the extra time we now find ourselves with to perfect our online shopping skills, beat our PB 
on a computer game or become Tik- Tok ‘famous’, we should arrange frequent and meaningful phone 

calls, conversations, and outdoor exercise sessions with our friends and family, or even those who we might not usually talk 
to, but who we feel might need encouragement and care during this tough time. We are all in this together, as lonely as 
it can feel. It is crucially important to fill our days with meaningful connection with others, but also to take some time out 
for ourselves, such as going for walks, playing with pets, jamming out to music, taking long baths, reading books, watching 
movies, or whatever else helps you to escape from the day-to-day. Together we will get through this!!  
Adelaide Webster - Vice School Captain  
 

Three weeks of listening to the same stuff, having to get Covid tested, wearing a mask, and if you can 
get vaccinated, do so. With all these current things in life, we must take a minute to treat ourselves. This is 
not something like planning a huge “staycation,” rather just telling yourself that you are strong enough. I 
know our government is doing their best to get us back to school. We will get through this together, but 
we must keep ourselves safe and happy. A smile every once in a while will change how we feel everyday. 
Times will change, they will get better. 
Hallie Ellice - Primary Prefect 

 
 

 



 

 
Lockdown Drama with Mr Palmer  
 
Drama is a confidence building activity that allows students to engage their creative minds. It is also something that can 
be done at home that is fun and involves the whole family.  

While in lockdown, here are some drama ideas to build memories with your family and to 
have some fun.  
 

Charades 

Charades is a game I am sure everyone is familiar with, however, you may find your children 
are not. Take lockdown as an opportunity to teach them how to play charades. You may 
find it to be a fun family game. This could also be done over Zoom with extended family 
and friends as well.  
 

A Short Performance 

Most children love to dress up and pretend to be someone else. Encourage your 
children to develop a performance about a well-known fairy tale. Have them raid 
their cupboard for costumes and props. They can perform the performance live to 
family and friends, or video the performance to share.  

 

Dramatic Musical Statues 

Children are very familiar with how to play musical statues. Mix it up a little by 
suggesting animals they can pretend to be while the music is playing.  

 
 
 

A Fashion Show 

The great thing about dress-ups is you can basically wear anything. Encourage your kids 
to make some weird and interesting clothes combinations and host a fashion show where 
they can show off their creations.  

 

Blanket Fort 
A blanket fort provides a great base for developing imaginative play. It could be a castle, 
cave, secret room or tent. Have your children design and build a blanket fort and see what 
happens. You may find it a good hiding place to get some work done.  
 
 

Mr Kyle Palmer 
 

 

Stage 1 Narratives 
 
Over Term 3, Stage 1 have been learning about the structure of narratives. We have looked at the texts, ‘The Story of the 
Little Mole Who Knew it Was None of His Business,’ ‘The Worm who knew Karate,’ and ‘Russell the Sheep’ as guides to 
understanding narratives. During lockdown, Stage 1 students have been working on applying their knowledge to develop 
narratives based on some stimulus. Even though they may be at home, the Stage 1 students have been producing some 
creative and well-designed narratives.  

 
UFO by Nate Andreassen 
It was Sunday night at the Rocket family home. They were in the dining room eating dinner.  
A UFO landed in the garden. The Rocket family felt surprised and scared. They thought the aliens 
were coming for Dede the cat.  
The aliens got out of the UFO. They said hello to the Rocket family. The Rocket family said, “Are you 
here for our cat Dede?” 
The aliens said, “No, we are hungry and want some dinner.” 
The aliens ate dinner with the Rocket Family. The aliens felt full.  



 
 

The Escaped Rabbit by Bridie Wiggins 
A princess named Rose was putting her rabbit named Flower away. Princess Rose put Flower in her 
cage so she could eat her lunch.  
While Rose was having her lunch Flower broke out of her cage. Flower got out and landed in rainbow 
paint. Rose came back and said, “Oh no, what a mess!” The rainbow paint made a trail. 
 Rose followed the bunny’s footprints to the cupboard in the bedroom. Rose said, “Yipee!” because 
she found Flower. Rose gave Flower a cuddle and they cleaned the rainbow paint together.  

 
The Escaped Rabbit by Luke Peterson 
Once I was looked after by a lady called Jane and I was her pet rabbit. We lived in a little house and 
I could run and play. She fed me juicy carrots.  
But one day she locked me in a cage!! I did not like being locked in a cage one bit and felt sad. 
Because I did not like being locked in a cage, I came up with a plan.  
This is how the plan works. Me and the other rabbit in the cage would pretend we ran out of food 
and we were hungry. Then Jane would come along and while she unlocks the cage door we jump 
out and escape! So that’s what we did. We pretended we were hungry and did the rest of the plan 
and escaped! We hid in the house for a few hours but then she found us.  
 
UFO by Elizabeth Knighton-Jones 
One night Emma and her family were having tacos at home for dinner. The family cat was also having 
dinner too. Suddenly, a UFO crashed into the front yard! 
Emma, her family and the cat felt fear seeing the UFO. Emma thought, “Oh no!” 
The aliens quickly walked out of the UFO. The family screamed, “Ahhhh!” 
The aliens began to speak. They said to the family, “Can we be friends?” 
The family were happy the aliens were friendly and said, “Yes.” 
The aliens liked the family so much they stayed on Earth.  
The family felt relieved.  
 
The Escaped Rabbits by Oliver Arndell 
Once upon a time, there was a girl and two rabbits. They were in a house.  
The rabbits escaped by opening the door at the top. The girl was worried that they might get lost. 
The girl thought about where they would go.  
The girl looked and looked. She looked in her garden. She looked in the park and on the chair. The 
girl looked and looked.  
Finally, she found them in the fridge. The girl felt very happy.  

 
UFO by Toby Bourke 
Last Friday night Tom’s family were having dinner at home. So was the cat. 
Suddenly, an alien pod landed in their front yard! 
Tom’s family were shocked and scared. They thought the aliens might have weapons. 
Tom’s family rushed to the window to find the aliens coming out of the pod with lightsabers. 
As the aliens approached the door, Tom’s family rushed to make sure it was locked. 
The alien knocked on the door and asked to use the toilet. 
Tom’s family let the aliens use the toilet. Tom’s family felt happy, and thought that if they came across 
another alien they would know what to do.  
 
UFO by Caterina Masters 
One night a family was eating dinner at the table. Then all of a sudden, a loud sound was created. 
BANG! They all rushed to the window to see what it was. Emma said, “Mum what is that?”  
“I don’t know sweetie.”  
“WOAH so cool let me see,” said Billy.  
The cat said “Meow,” dad thought it was amazing. Mum thought it was dangerous. 
It was a UFO. The aliens (Luke and Henry) said, “Who are you?” The family didn’t respond.  
With a bit of silence, the family went back to eating dinner. The aliens wrote a note and slid it under the door. 

The note said: 
We’re not here to harm you, our names are Luke and Henry. We got lost in space and we need help because our spaceship 
crashed and broke. Now we can’t go anywhere. 



 
 
The dad read it aloud, so they went out to fix the ship. The aliens asked if they could stay. Billy wanted them to stay along 
 with dad. Mum said, “Only if there not in my room and you look after them”. The little girl also wanted them to stay so it 
was a yes. 
Every day and night for a month the cat would hiss at them. The aliens felt warm and loved and the family loved them.  
They wanted them to stay and now their new car is a spaceship. 
 
The Stage 1 Team 
 
 

CHESS 
 
All our chess players are encouraged to enjoy the game and improve their skills during lockdown by either  

 playing games with other members of the family 
 playing online against friends, or  
 trying their skills against the computer and swapping sides to explore move options 

  

Chess.com is a free program recommended by the NSWJCL or for more information you can visit their website  
https://www.nswjcl.org.au/ 
  

NSW Country Secondary Schools Chess Competition 

I have received the draw for the Quarter Final. You would remember from previous Newsletters that the OAGS Team made 
it through to become the 2021 Western Region Champions. Now the competition goes up a level as we play for a chance 
to become the NSW Country Champions. The other Teams competing are- 
  

Edmund Rice College (Wollongong) 
Merewether High School (Newcastle) 
Armidale Secondary College (Armidale) 
Hennessy Catholic College (Young) 
St John's College, Woodlawn (Lismore) 
  

OAGS has drawn Edmund Rice College as our opponents for the Quarter Final. These games need to be played in the 
next two weeks unfortunately so our team will have to play from their homes......please wish Scott McGoldrick, Rhys 
Johnston, Archie Casey, Rebecca Kemp, Mykayla Hazelton and Clay Perkins  GOOD LUCK as they try to raise the OAGS 
banner even higher up the pole!!! 
   
Terry Nye 

Chess Coordinator 
 

Unfortunately no 
change to the NSW 
“suspension” of all F2F 
activities due to the fluid 
COVID situation and the 
statewide lockdown. 
HOWEVER….. 
  
Mondays - we continue 

to improve our ability to meet (5-6pm) online and provide engagement and skills lessons plus keep the cadets informed of 
what is happening and future events. The Cadet Rank will be making phone calls to their allocated section members if 
they do not appear online as a welfare check and to see if there are technical issues that we can assist to resolve.   
  
Contact Details and Medical Conditions. For the safety of ALL and ensuring your cadet receives timely communications, 
Please check the details recorded on CADETNET are correct.  Updates (changes) to physical or email address, phone 
numbers, injuries or health conditions can be submitted at any time.  
  
3/21 NSW AAC Brigade Promotion Courses (18-25 Sep). Due to the cancellation of the AFX, HQ NSW decided to 
conduct extra (normally only Jan & July) Promotion courses as an alternative. All the members of 252 ACU who nominated 
(requested to attend via cadetnet) were approved by the NSW panelling authority. We wish them well as they spend a  
 



 
 
 
week (daily 8am-5.30pm) of their vacation attending lessons and workshops (online) to learn the skills and be assessed on 
their proficiency.  
  
CUO/WO - Andrew Ingham, Jess Weir, Faith Naveau, Scott McGoldrick 
SGT - Tom Wright 
CPL - Will Tait, Utah Middleton, Paul Schumann, Amelia Wirth, Ethan McAlister, Patrick Wright  
  
CUO Linde and SGT Player have also volunteered to be Instructors on the CPL Course (138 trainees). 
  
Term Fees. OAGS families have these added to their school account at the end of each term. External families are 
now able to pay fees via EFT or credit card into the 252 ACU account. Invoices were emailed to external families last week. 
Due to the Covid suspension the Term 3 fee will be reduced from $60 to $20 (per cadet) which will allow our budget to 
cover planned activities, Rank Training and the purchase of necessary equipment.     
  
Storage Containers. Our application to the Army for two 40 foot containers (storage and office) was successful. These 
have been purchased and the site (next to existing containers above the Top Oval) prepared - THANKS Mr Jarrett. The 
delivery plan/date was in place BUT the statewide lockdown was announced. The transport company in Sydney is currently 
negotiating with NSW authorities for permits to move them to Orange.   
  
My continued appreciation and thanks to the volunteer adults and parents who have been steadily completing online 
training and governance procedures as well as giving their time to assist develop and refine our training and procedures. 
  
Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC) 
Officer Commanding 

 

 
Due to current circumstances, unfortunately the OAGS Plus Holiday Program will not be running for 
the upcoming September break. We apologise for any inconvenience.   
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 


