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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
14 September 2018 
 
From the Deputy Headmaster…  
  
I find the rhythm of the seasons exhilarating.  Last Sunday’s beautiful 
Spring warmth meant an acquaintance at church said to me 
casually ‘this is why we choose to live in Orange’. Indeed we are 
privileged to live in such a place aren’t we.  We choose to live in Orange for many 
reasons, but the great distinction 
between all 4 seasons is certainly one 
of them. I think it’s part of our human 
nature to mark our lives by seasons - 
some of us love September because 
it’s ‘footy finals season’, or we will 
speak fondly to one another of the 
‘season of our youth’ or at times 
reflect quietly that life’s challenges at 
the moment sees me facing a 
‘difficult season’. In the life of any T-12 
school, September marks the ‘season 
of graduation’. Our Year 12 students are on the cusp of closing out their entire ‘season 
of school’ and we are duly proud of them. The final 2 weeks of this term sees us enter 
a ‘season of celebration’ as we recognise the completion of their formal school years 
with several important occasions.  
 
Wednesday September 26th is a formal and solemn occasion as we gather at St 
Barnabas’ church for the Valedictory Service from 6:30pm. Here, we formally 
recognise each student’s graduation from secondary schooling and usher in the new 
captaincy team for 2019. All families and friends of the graduating class are invited 
to attend. Any OAGS student who wishes to attend must wear full school summer 
uniform. 
 
Thursday September 27th is an ‘in-house’ special assembly at school to give the staff 
and students a chance to celebrate and say goodbye. This occasion is student lead 
and is always a fun and engaging time - although there are inevitably a few tears! 
Please note that this assembly is for staff and students only. 
 
Friday September 28th is the night of the Valedictory Dinner. This year we celebrate 
the graduating class at DuntryLeague for an evening of fine dining, dancing and 
memory sharing as we bring down the curtain on Term 3 and bid our graduates good 
luck. Families and invited guests of Year 12 are reminded to please pay for their tickets 
before Friday September 21st.  
 
Of course, the completion of Year 12 by one cohort always marks the beginning of 
the ‘final season’ for  Year 11. As week 9 looms, so do the Year 11 final examinations. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Year 11 students the best for their 
examinations. This period can often be quite stressful as it marks the first genuine 
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intensive week of examinations and requires considerable effort and application. So, our prayers are for you, go well! 
 
This article marks my final one for the Term 3 season. I look forward to catching up with many of you as we gather multiple 
times across various events (don’t forget the PnF trivia night on Saturday 15th and the Sports Awards Night on Thursday 
20th)! When we come at last to the end of Term 3, I offer my best wishes for the spring vacation break - may you 
reconnect with one another and enjoy a more relaxed (and warmer!) season. 
 
God’s blessings to you and yours 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
 
HICES Athletics Carnival 
 
The OAGS Primary Athletics Team performed 
brilliantly at the HICES Athletics Carnival on 
Tuesday 28th August, 2018.  For many, this was their 
first experience of running at Sydney Olympic Park 
and they relished the atmosphere of the carnival 
and the stadium.  Being in Division 1 for the first time 
was a big step up in competition and our students 
handled it brilliantly, with many coming away with 
PBs or ribbons.    
With an overnight stay in Sydney, our students were 
complimented on their behaviour and manners at 
our accommodation at Sydney Olympic Park.  It is 
always a pleasure to take away our students, as 
their behaviour is exceptional and this is often 
recognised by people in the public. 
Thank you to Mr Macleay and Miss Capps who came with us on the trip and fulfilled our 
designated duties for the carnival. 
Congratulations to the following students who were selected in the HICES Team to 
compete at the CIS Athletics Championships on Thursday 13th September: 
Jocelyn Blair - 100m, 200m, Long Jump, 800m, High Jump, 4x100m Junior Girls Relay 
Sam Brown - 100m 
Elyse Stringer - 100m 
Nate Lee - 200m, 800m 
Isla Stringer - 800m, Long Jump 
Lucy Martin - 4x100m Junior Girls Relay 
Milla Jurd - 4x100m Junior Girls Relay 
Grace Simpson - 4x100m Junior Girls Relay 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



                        

WAS Secondary Athletics Carnival 
 
A large OAGS Secondary Athletics Team travelled to Dubbo to compete in the WAS 
Athletics Carnival on Thursday 30th August.  In unseasonably warm weather, the team 
performed well against stiff competition from Kinross Wolaroi School, All Saints College, St 
Stanislaus College, The Scots School and Macquarie Anglican Grammar School. 
Thank you to Mr Doyle and Ms Jewell who travelled with us and completed the day long 
duties for us. 
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected in the WAS Athletics 
Team to compete at the AICES Athletics Championships at Sydney Olympic Park on Friday 
14th September:  Hamish Blair, Oliver Colgan, Jessica Curtin, Lily Martin, Molly Duffell, Claire 
Ferguson, Olivia Hazelton-Berry, Joshua Lawson, Tiffany Mitchell, Ethan Norcott, Jacob 
Norcott, Georgia Oakes, Zac Pavy, Campbell Preston, Storm Rapley, Charlie Ross, Hayden 
Spedding, Grace Stringer, Oscar Watson, Jackson Willis, Bayden Willis, Alexandra Windus, 
Brooke Windus. 

 

 
Orange Secondary Schools Gala Day   
 
Well done to the Secondary Open Boys and Girls Soccer teams 
who took part in the Orange Secondary Schools Football Gala last 
Monday. This is an annual event and 2018 was the first time that 
OAGS has been invited to take part. Against schools with much 
larger student cohorts, our students held their own with both teams 
registering wins and the girls also came away with a hard fought 
draw. The results from the day were as follows: 
 

Open Boys Open Girls 

OAGS 0-1 Kinross Wolaroi OAGS 5-0 Kinross Wolaroi 

OAGS 0-1 James Sheahan OAGS 2-2 James Sheahan 

OAGS 0-2 Orange High OAGS 1-2 Orange High 

OAGS 12-1 Canobolas High OAGS 4-2 Canobolas High 

 



                        

 
 

 
Library@OAGS 
 
PRC: Congratulations to all of the students and classes who completed the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge this year. 
In total, 141 students completed the challenge. Ms Taylor looks forward to 
handing out a number of Gold Certificates for those who have completed 
the challenge 4 years in a row.  
 
BOOK CLUB: Due to there being a Scholastic Book Fair held this term, Book 
Club issues for this term have not been distributed. Book Club will start up as 
normal for Term 4. 
 
BOOK FAIR: Ms Taylor wishes to extend a warm thank you to the families who 
participated in the Book Fair this year. The school was able to earn almost 
$700 in commission, which was taken in books. These new titles will refresh the 
current library stock as well as replace old/damaged stock. 
 
BOOK WEEK: Thank you also to all parents and families for making the dress-
up day so special for the students from Transition to Year 6.  
 
MAKERSPACE: The Tinker Club started during Week 8 and will run through till late Term 4. Currently the 4 Stage 3 boys are 
dismantling old hard drives and laptops. They are having a great time, learning from each other and discovering what 
the inside of these machines look like. Already they have some interesting ideas as to what they could do with the bits 
and pieces they have in boxes. 
 

                 
Ben N, Ethan P, Harper T and Charlie C tinkering with tools. 

Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 
 



                        

The NSW Junior Chess League’s Country Secondary Schools Competition. 
The NSW Junior Chess League’s Country Secondary Schools Competition is a knock-out teams competition and OAGS 
play in the Western Region competition. On Wednesday,12th September 2018 our team made up of Jack Dixon, Scott 
McGoldrick, Rhys Johnston, Tyler Jones and reserve player Clay Perkins won with a score of 3.5 against The Scots School, 
Bathurst. This was Jack Dixon’s final competitive game as Chess Captain at the school and he did a fabulous job winning 
his game and encouraging our talented younger players. Coming second is a great achievement as there are many 
very competitive schools in the Western Region.  Congratulations to all players. 

 
Human Society in Its Environment 
 
Australian Geography Competition 
 
In May this year HSIE students in year 7 and 10 competed in The Australian Geography Competition which is a contest 
for Australian secondary school students, assessing their geographical knowledge and skills. The Competition aims to 
encourage student interest in geography and to reward student excellence. Our students Oliver Colgan and Harrison 
Baker in Year 7 received a distinction and credit respectively. A great achievement. 
 
HSC Business Studies Conference, Sydney 
 
On the 6th and 7th September 2018 the HSC Business Studies students travel to Sydney in order to attend the HSC 
Business Studies Conference. The students found the Conference entertaining and helpful in consolidating their 
knowledge of content and examination techniques.  They will be in the next few weeks working on revision for their 
final examinations.  

Week 7 Assembly  Dojo  Awards 

Amelia Newcombe PNG 
Arlen Roach  PNG 
Charlie Wright  PNG 
Harper Quirk  PNG 
Isla-Rose Henry  PNG 
Sam Piggott  PNG 
Tevita Masila  PNG 
Thomas Wotton  PNG 
Vincent  Sharp  PNG 
Snigda Kaipu Silver Jamaica 
Leah Phiri  Jamacia 
Mitchell Molloy  Jamaica 
Laynee Visser Silver Jamaica 
Sheridan McGoldrick Jamaica 
Andi Ferrito - Silver Kenya 
Orlagh Fock - Silver Kenya 
Tillia Kendell - Silver Kenya 
Callum Brown  Kenya 
Manvir Kaur  Tonga 
Mischa Dwyer -  Silver Kenya 
Charlie Macdonald T&T 
Lucas McClelland T&T 
Marshall Smith  T&T 
Alexander Newton T&T 

Students reaching 120 Dojo points have received their Silver Award. Well done to everyone for your perseverance and 
hard work to reach this significant benchmark. Keep up the great work! 

Stage 2 ZoosnooZ Excursion to Taronga Western Plains Zoo 
 
In week 7, Stage 2 were privileged to visit Taronga Western Plains Zoo for a ZoosnooZ. This overnight excursion away from 
parents was a first for many and students certainly rose to the occasion in their responsibility. Upon arriving at the zoo, 
we broke into groups and toured the circuit throughout the zoo, capturing the sights of many amazing animals, such as 
the Galapagos Tortoise, Asian Elephant, giraffe, blackbuck, meerkats, otters and elands. Zoo staff then escorted us to 
the Billabong Camp, with tents awaiting us for the night. 
No rest for the weary though as we set off again for a guided tour to the lions, whetting our appetites for our own 
scrumptious BBQ dinner. After an eye-opening night-time tour of the Australian animal’s exhibit and getting up close to 
a variety of different lizards, we finally settled down to a delicious supper and a solid night’s sleep.  
 



                        
Woken to the sounds of the siamangs and lions, we devoured our breakfast 
and set off for a guided tour of the highly amusing gibbons and the 
ferocious Sumatran Tiger. This was followed by pack up at the campsite 
and a very hands-on education session, learning about the conservation 
of endangered animals. 
After visiting the last few animal exhibits, students had the opportunity to 
eat a delicious packed lunch, play in the playground and pick up some 
goodies from the zoo’s souvenir shop. After a tiring journey back to Orange, 
we were all ready for a good night’s sleep, ready for another day back at 
school.  
Following are some highlights from students of their highly anticipated 
ZoosnooZ at Taronga Western Plains Zoo 
 
Elke Watts: The thing that really stood out for me was when I could hear the 
lion in the night and seeing the baby joey and its mum. 
 
Alex Trott: The thing that really stood out for me was seeing the tiger feeding 
and how it searched for its food and that it climbed the tall pole to look for 
its food.    
 
Celeste Rengger: A really amazing experience along with getting up close 
to some incredible animals, then going back to camp and sleeping in tents, 
listening to all of the different animal calls, then waking up to the birds 
chirping and the feeling of an amazing day ahead. 

 
Lily Englund:One of the highlights for me was seeing all the amazing 
animals like the otters, lions and the tigers. Another highlights for me 
was sleeping in the tents and hanging out with friends. 
 
Imogen Johnston: I enjoyed visiting the native Australian animals, 
patting a wallaby and seeing its young joey. We also got to see the 
Siamang which make a very unique sound!  
 
Joe Jeffress: I enjoyed listening to the barking noises of the Siamang 
early in the morning. It was strange because I did not expect them to 
make that noise.  
 
Max Maclean: I really enjoyed camping at the zoo because it was a 
new and unique experience - it was also lots of fun!  
 
Charlotte Meiring: Seeing the animals was an amazing part of the 
ZoosnooZ and the tours in the evening were great because we got up 
close to some Australian animals like possums, wallabies and quokkas.  
 
Amrinder Dhaliwal: I enjoyed all the yummy food they served us at the 
zoo, but my favourite thing was watching the lions. They stalked us 
along the glass windows hoping we would be their next meal!  
 
Calai Bunworth: The ZoosnooZ was great! My favourite part was the 

lions, otters, possum and the snake. It was fun being at the zoo! 
 
Rohan Mittal: Overall I enjoyed my experience. I liked the 
animals, the campsite and the food. My favourite animals that I 
saw were the small-clawed otters, the meerkats, the siamangs 
and the white-handed gibbon. The thing that really stood out for 
me was the three types of lizards that we saw before we got 
served our dinner- the bearded dragon, the shingleback lizard, 
and the blue-tongue lizard.  
 
Blake Gleeson: I loved the overall experience of the ZoosnooZ 
because I got to see animals that I never thought I would see, 
and the education and facts were amazing. My personal 
favourite was the siamang  because of its interesting behaviour 
and unique sound! 
 



                        
Macey Paul: I think that the Siamangs were amazing their songs were unique and they had an amazing story behind 
them. Their family had a song and when they mated their songs joined and became bigger. I think that the zoo was a 
big hit! 
 
Mia Kendell: The highlight for me was going to sleep with all the animal noises around me and waking up to the siamang 
calls and the birds chirping but the thing that really stood out was spending time with people I didn’t really know. For me 
the zoo was a big hit. 
 
Oliver Molloy: The best part of my trip to Taronga Western Plains Zoo, was probably the Simang or the cute Echidnas, in 
general the Zoo trip was AMAZING. The food was really good too, I loved the Zoo trip.  
 
Written by Stage 2 Students  
 
 
Sports Colours Day- A fundraising initiative from Dinawan House 
Dinawan House will be running a SPORTS COLOURS DAY on Wednesday 19th of September to raise money 
for drought affected families in NSW. Students are invited to dress in their favourite sporting team’s jersey or 
colours and bring a gold coin donation. Students from Year 10-12 will collect donations at the start of the 
day. 
 
There will also be a variety of games for students of all ages to take part in on the oval at lunchtime. Bring a 
gold coin donation to come down and take part. There will even be some prizes on offer. All money raised 
will go to Rural Aid. 
 
Message from Alinta Uniforms Re: Summer Uniforms next term 
Come into the uniform shop in the next two weeks for fittings 
Alinta Uniform Shop will be open 9th October 1:30-4pm and 11th October 8:30-10am 
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Cavaliers Cricket Club    

Cavaliers place great importance on developing players 
– Ability, Skill, Spirit and Values through our junior 
programme in readiness for senior cricket and 
representative pathways and we also know that forming 
teams in sport develop long term friendships in the 
subsequent years. 
  
Registrations are now open so get down to Cutcliffe Oval 
on Sunday, 26 August 2018 (2pm – 3.00pm) to sign on for 
Cavaliers Cricket Club. 
  
Alternatively, for those who would like to register securely 
online this can be done at www.playcricket.com.au by 
simply entering your post code i.e. 2800, select Cavaliers 
Cricket Club then choose the competition by selecting 
either Master Blaster OR Junior register tab and following 
the prompts. 
  
For any girls that are interested, again there will be 
separate u13 (7 a side) and u17 (9 a side) competitions - 
held this year on a Tuesday night, and starting on 23 
October 2018 (NB - the girls can still play with the boys on 
a Saturday if they like) - one fee only for each player. 
There is a form of cricket for all school ages, boys and girls 
so play with your mates and have a go!! 
  
For more information and a registration form, please 
contact Stuart Middleton (0404692340) or Jon Harris 
(0407013053) or orange.cavaliers@gmail.com 
 
 

  


