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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
3 July 2020 
 
From the Headmaster….  
 
It is with a degree of sadness that I announce the 

retirement of Mrs Robyn Bennett. Robyn has worked at OAGS since 
January of 2014 as a teacher’s aide and has done so with sincerity and 
care for the students that she has supported. Robyn has seen the school grow and 
change over the years and she has been an integral part of the Learning Support team 
over that time. Her husband Bruce Bennett has also served on the OAGS School Council 
and to their family we are indebted for their service and support over many years. I 
mention a ‘degree’ of sadness as Robyn also begins a new and exciting chapter in her 
life post-OAGS. She is a proud Grandmother and is looking forward to having more time 
and energy to invest in her grandchildren. We wish her well as she starts her new journey 
and are grateful to God for her enduring investment in the students of Orange Anglican 
Grammar School. We will miss you! 
 
Rev Louis Stringer  
Headmaster 

 
From the Deputy Headmaster… 
 
Around 150 years ago, a scientist by the name of Dmitri Mendeleev 
formulated the first Periodic Table. Up until then, although many 
elements had been discovered, there was no universally accepted way 
to organise the elements. For the Chemistry nerds looking back from our 

throne of modern science, there were many aspects of Mendeleev’s achievement that 
could be called remarkable. However, perhaps the greatest of them all was the fact that 
he left blank spaces for elements not yet discovered. In other words, Mendeleev’s work 
with the elements that he had in front of him was done with such precision, that he was 
able to boldly predict - with certainty later confirmed - not only the existence of, but the 
chemical properties of future elements. WOW. 
 
Today we hosted our ‘new student pizza lunch’. An annual 
tradition where we invite newly minted OAGS students to gather 
together and celebrate their successful transition into our 
community. These students gathered in the Media Centre, a 
space that has served us well, but one which is about to be 
expanded and renovated into the new student HUB, Library and 
Administration precinct. This major capital works project will 
culminate with brand new spaces for student learning and 
collaboration. It will also free up the space currently hosting the 
library in order to provide two more classrooms to accommodate 
our growth moving forward. With our current waiting lists in Transition and Year 7, the evidence is quite clear - we need 
more space and our building programme will deliver it.  
 

It’s a date… 
 

Term 3 commences 

20 July 2020 

 

Whole School Disco 

28 July 2020 

 

Kindergarten & Transition 

2021 Open Day 

1 August 2020 

 

School Photos 

17 August 2020 

 

Valedictory Service 

23 September 2020 

 

Valedictory Assembly 

24 September 2020 

 

Valedictory Dinner 

24 September 2020 

 

Spring Fair 

25 September 2020 



                        

  
One of the most intriguing spaces that Mendeleev left open on his ancient Periodic Table was for element number 43 - 
Technetium (Tc). He knew it would have to be discovered one day, and approximately 70 years later it was, but only by 
chance. Tc is a radioactive element that is a by-product of its lighter cousin Molybdenum. As nuclear science took off in 
the 1900s, Tc was discovered as a left-over product of reactions with Uranium. Mendeleev’s space was now filled and Tc 
went on to become a revolutionary diagnostic isotope in Medicine which changed the way certain cancers could be 
detected and diagnosed.  
 
The spaces we are building at OAGS will soon be filled with our steadily expanding student population. Who knows what 
they will go on to achieve as they graduate and pursue postgraduate studies and opportunities? Some will find themselves 
in Medicine, others in Engineering, some in Trades, still others Apprenticeships. As they occupy and thrive in the spaces we 
provide here at OAGS we are building a reputation as the school of choice to launch our students into the opportunities 
that lie beyond. Seven of our scholarship applicants are current Year 6 School and Vice Captains from schools around our 
region, invitations have just gone out for enrichment via our talented student program ‘LEAP’ and our Year 12 cohort are 
only 50 days shy of graduation.  
 
But for now, we make space for a break. Semester 1 has thrown its challenges at us all and our students and staff are in 
need of a break. To that end I wish you all a safe and joy-filled winter holiday and I look forward to seeing you back in 
Term 3.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 

Uniform shop announcements  
 

We are excited to announce that the OAGS Uniform 
shop is on the move, and from early in Term 3 will be 
available for purchase and fittings from Orange 
Clothing Company. The decision to move the retail 

sales of our uniforms from the current building was the result of our consistent growth and the need to move building 
projects forward to cater for our students. 
Orange Clothing Company will continue to provide Alinta branded Uniforms, but this move will also allow our parents and 
community more access to purchase uniforms with the Orange Clothing Company being opened Monday - Saturday 
each week.  
We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Alinta group, particularly Emma, Kate and Katherine who, over the 
years, have dedicated their time and service to the OAGS community.  
Please note that there will be no retail sales available over the upcoming school holidays, with Orange Clothing Company 
likely commencing sales early in Term 3. Further information will be sent to our community when the details are available. 
If you require uniforms prior to the Term commencement please contact Administration on 02 6360 4811 to discuss other 
options available. 
 
Chess - OAGS Team beats Kinross Wolaroi   
 
Our defending champions in the NSW Country Secondary Schools Chess Teams Knockout Competition played their 
second round matches on Thursday 25th of June, against the Kinross team, via an online program as the COVID restrictions 
at Kinross prevented them travelling to play at OAGS. Our players settled down to some intense concentration, thinking 
and nail-biting (for myself watching) play after overcoming initial IT problems of connectivity, a computer malfunction in 
the KW computer room (after 10 moves into a game) which necessitated a move to another computer and reset.  
 



                        
Scott McGoldrick and Rhys Johnston won their matches while Archie Casey and Bec Kemp were narrowly defeated. Due 
to the rules of countbacks and player priorities, OAGS are declared the winners, allowing us to progress to the next 
round….watch this space!!!!   
 
Mr Terry Nye 
Chess Coordinator 

 
News from the Art Department  
Year 11 Vexillology Unit. 
What is Vexillology? Vexillology is the scientific analysis of all 
aspects of a flag, including its history, colors, and symbolism.  
A vexillologist (a person who studies flags) looks at flags from all 
over the world and from various time periods and examines their 
usage by different cultures. Year 11 Visual Arts students have 
been working in consultation with Mr Peter Reid (ALO) to 
develop flag designs that will be used to make House Flags. The 
designs are based on the animal names that represent each house, and the colours selected are 
indicative of the habitats in which they are found.  Careful analysis of the cultural aspects of the 
project have been central to the designs, and with Peter’s guidance we are able to present the 
finished product knowing that it is culturally appropriate, and will stand the test of time. 

    
 
                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CADETS - 252 ACU 
 
RETURN TO MONDAYS - We are hoping to gain approval to return at the start of Term 3. The AAC have placed a condition 
that EACH cadet and ADULT staff must return a signed copy of the form (acknowledging COVID conditions which was 
emailed to them by HQ NSW on Thursday 25th of June) BEFORE they can attend parades. One form was emailed back 
(signed) within an hour….well done!!!! 
 
Growth - We continue to receive new applicants to join as cadets. The unit has reached our Authorised Establishment of 
59 cadets. I have gained provisional approval to enlarge to 99 cadets (which is dependent on achieving the required 
number of adult staff). It is essential we keep adding to our list of adult helpers (male and female with registration 
paperwork completed) to show Canberra we have healthy supervision ratios for safety and enjoyment of the cadets  
and to support our plans. Much paperwork has been flowing behind the scenes to get the adults approved and initial 
online courses completed. This week has been particularly rewarding as; 
 
 

Mr Macleay working with Vexillologist Suzie Daugherty 
on colour choices and design layout for the Gugaa Flag. 

Resident vexillologist Reala works on her design for the 
Biladurang flag 



                        
 Russsell Player - officially appointed a TOOC (Trainee Officer of Cadets). 
 Michael Linde’s appointment should follow in the coming weeks 
 Miss Gabby Seton has volunteered (with much enthusiasm and excitement) to join us in Cadets   

 
New Uniforms - The AAC has been advised that from 2023 we will begin the change from our existing DPCU to AMCU (the 
current Army uniform.)   
 
Cadet Values  - COURAGE,  INITIATIVE,  TEAMWORK,  RESPECT 
 
Captain Terry Nye 
Admin Commander 
 

It has been an interesting term at the OAGS Canteen!  With restrictions on parent volunteers 
and the number of people permitted in the canteen, OAGS had to get creative in making 
sure lunch still goes out on time and in a timely manner.  Thanks to both our Stage 3 students 
-  who have been helping during the lead up to Morning Break -  as well as our wonderful 
Canteen Crew, we were still able to fill lots of hungry tummies.  
  
We look forward to a time where the Canteen will be operational with our full range of 
wonderful parent and student helpers and burgers back on the menu!  In the meantime, here 
are some of our wonderful Canteen Crew and S3 helpers in action! 

 

 
Mrs Sally Francis   
Canteen Manager 

 
Transition News 
 
This week has seen our Transition class create a model 
community in the classroom. This reflects their 
exploration of Our Community throughout the Term. 
We would like to thank the community members who 
enriched our learning by connecting with us digitally 
and sharing what they do in the community. We would 
also like to thank everyone who provided resources for 

the construction of our community. 
Before we began our construction students discussed what is a community, who is in a 
community and what buildings do you find in a community.  Here are some of their 
responses: What is a community? ‘People together’ Sophie, ‘People helping each other’ 
Zahria. Who is in our community? ‘Mums, dad’s, brothers, sisters, nans and pops.’ Poppy. 
Families live in houses and families make communities’ Piper. What buildings are in a 
community? Chickens help us have food. Chickens live on farms. Farms help our community’ Maddison. ‘There are 
electricity towers in communities because people need electricity to charge their phones’ Vinnie.  



                        
As you can see, our wonderful Transition students have a very diverse understanding of communities, we have a school, 
church, a yarning circle, a beach and swimming pool, homes, caves, mountains and parklands.  The photos below show 
our community growing. Kindergarten came for a visit to see our community, and the Transition students explained the 
different buildings and jobs people do in our community. Kindergarten asked lots of questions and gave Transition some 
feedback on their construction.  

   

   

  

   
 
Library@OAGS 
 
Homework Club: Term 3 will see the return of Homework Club for Primary students (Year 1 to Year 6). This is held in the 
Library on Monday and Tuesday afternoons, from 3.15 - 4pm. Students simply come straight from class and complete their 
homework tasks with Ms Taylor providing guidance and supervision. Pick up is 4pm SHARP from the Greet & Go area where 
Ms Taylor will assist students with being collected. No booking is necessary, but if you could remind your child/ren, as well 
as their class teacher/s, that they are to attend that would be helpful and much appreciated. 
 
Holiday Borrowing: You may have noticed your child has borrowed extra books this past week. This is to encourage good 
reading habits as well as provide books of interest for children over the holidays.  
 
Book Club Apologies: Scholastic recently contacted all Book Club Co-ordinators to apologise to families for any orders 
that were not able to be filled with exact items. There may have been substituted items or there may have been vouchers 
given instead. Due to COVID-19, some International supply chains have been disrupted. 
 



                        
MS Readathon: Just a reminder that the school has registered for this and 
the link to the school fundraising page is HERE . Simply register your child 
and off they go with reading and campaigning for donors. Ms Taylor 
hopes to have a special guest speaker attend our first assembly in Term 3 
to talk about MS and the importance of fundraising to support research 
into treatments. You may wish to tie-in the PRC with this to cover two 
reading activities at once!  
 
Drew Bale Book Donation: Recently, local Author Drew Bale donated two copies of his book titled “Following the Leader”. 
Oliver Colgan (Year 10) has written some information about the book. 
“This book is good for learning how to be a leader, what a good leader does and doing the right thing over the “easy 
thing”. Mr Bale was my favourite teacher in primary school. When I was in his class he would talk about writing books and 
I couldn't wait to read them. Mr Bale understands kids and you can see that in the way he writes interesting and engaging 
stories. I'm looking forward to reading his next book which is set in Orange and is being released soon.” 
The comments below have been borrowed from the Central Western Daily:  
https://www.centralwesterndaily.com.au/story/6624674/from-the-classroom-to-the-bookshelf-bale-publishes-his-first-
novel/ 
 
"It's a book set in a school setting about students joining the school council, the leadership team and the main character 
finding ways of how he can make a positive impact on the school. He opens his eyes to a few things that he wasn't aware 
of before." Mr Bale said Following the Leader was based on a year 5 student and the book is suitable for older primary 
school students, high school students up to adults. 
 
Ms Karelle Taylor  
Teacher Librarian 
 
Drama News 
 
Wow, what a brilliant end to the term our Thespians have had 
in Drama classes at OAGS. Year 9 are finishing up their unit of 
work on Masks by developing their own characters and 
performances based on the performance and mask wearing 
techniques they have learnt in class. Year 11 have produced 
detailed and creative theatre design portfolios, including set 
designs, lighting designs and elaborate costumes. They have 
loved using the play “Ruby Moon” by Matt Cameron to learn 
about the elements of production, and have performed 
some convincing and engaging scenes from the play, well 
done year 11!  
Over the holidays year 12 will continue to work on their 
Individual Projects with workshops running on Tuesday 
mornings of the school holidays.    
During term 3 on Monday morning’s at 8am we will start the year 7 and 8 Drama Ensemble. I’m looking forward to bringing 
lots of creative playbuilding ideas to life with year 7 and 8 during term 3. If your son or daughter is interested in joining the 
7/8 Drama Ensemble please email Rachel Crane at rachel.crane@oags.nsw.edu.au 
 
Mrs Rachel Crane  
 

COVID-19 has had a huge impact on the Creative and Performing Arts. Many schools, 
amateur theatre companies and professional theatre companies have had to 
postpone their shows until next year, or cancel their shows altogether. There is a great 
deal of uncertainty about when we will be able to gather an audience, and the 
practicalities of resuming rehearsals after what is now our second long break in 
rehearsals. Accordingly, the production team, in consultation with the Headmaster, 
have made the hard decision to cancel Matilda the Musical 2020. The production team 
is hoping to perform a different musical in 2021.  

The Musical Production team is still offering Creative and Performing Arts opportunities 
through co-curricular groups. The aim of these co-curricular activities are to keep the 
students engaged in the Creative and Performing Arts, as well as providing 

performance opportunities. We have been so excited to see the tremendous talent amongst our student body at OAGS 
and encourage all members of the Matilda cast to seize every opportunity for development in the co-curricular groups.  

 



                        
The Creative and Performing Arts Co-curricular groups that are on offer are as follows: 

Drama - Primary contact Mr Kyle Palmer, Secondary contact Mrs Rachel Crane 

 Infants Drama Club during 1st break on Thursdays (Kinder to year 2) 
 Primary Drama Club during 1st break on Fridays (Year 3 to 6) 
 Year 7 and 8 Drama Ensemble Monday Morning 8am to 8:45am 

Vocal - contact Mrs Priscilla Colgan 

 Supertonics: Stage 2 lunchtime choir (Monday lunch) 
 Mediant: Stage 2 lunchtime choir (Tuesday lunch) 
 Senior Vocal Ensemble: Secondary lunchtime choir (Friday lunch) 

Instrumental - contact Mr Noel Annett 

 Guitar Ensemble with Mr Moran: First break on Mondays 
 Woodwind Ensemble with Mr Ismail: 8:15 to 9:00 on Tuesdays 
 Beginner Band with Mr Annett: 8:15 to 9:00 on Tuesdays 
 String Ensemble with Mrs Thorburn: 3:30 - 4:15 on Tuesdays (returning to after school rehearsals in Term 3) 
 Senior Concert Band with Mr Annett: 8:00 to 9:00 on Wednesdays 
 Primary Concert Band with Mr Annett: 8:00 to 9:00 on Thursdays 
 Brass Ensemble with Mr Annett: 8:15 to 9:00 on Fridays 

OAGS Dance Academy- Contact Erin 
Purvis, Gabby Seton or Stephanie Harrison 
with general queries regarding OAGS 
Dance Academy and Rachel Crane 
regarding Secondary Dance.  

 Dance will begin Term 3 2020 - date to 
be advised. 
 Dance will continue to fall on 
mornings from 8:15 am - 9am 

 At this stage (days may possibly change): 
o Stage 1 Mrs Hudson - Friday Mornings 
o Stage 2 Miss Harrison - Thursday Mornings 
o Stage 3 Miss Jamie (Central West Performing Arts) - Tuesday Mornings 
o Secondary Mrs Crane - Wednesday Mornings 

 All stages will have their own dance group except for Secondary which will run as one large group. There will be 
no separate boys group this year, they are encouraged to join their stage dance group. 

We encourage all students to get involved in these groups, especially if you haven't been involved in a creative and 
performing arts group before. They are a great opportunity to explore our creativity and our God given talents.  

OAGS CAPA Team 
 
Upcoming Sporting Events in Term 3 
 Orange Soccer Competition commencing 
Saturday 25th July.  
 Orange Netball Competition commencing 
Saturday 18th July. 
 Orange Basketball competition commencing 
Monday 20th July. 
 Orange Hockey competition commencing 
Monday 20th July.   
 

Term 2 & Term 3 Wednesday Sport 
What a crazy Term 2 we have had! Many of us were craving physical activity and sport after returning to school. Although 
we haven’t been able to resume our “normal” sporting experiences and activities fully since returning, the staff have 
provided some fantastic opportunities for our students to get back out and move around!  
 
Our primary students have been completing a programme focusing on Fundamental Movement Skills since returning to 
school. A special thank you goes out to Mrs Emma Hudson who has created this outstanding and successful programme 
for our primary students.  
 



                        
Our Secondary students have been rotating between different activities in their house groups over the past 4 weeks. 
Students have been engaging in various ball games on Trinity Oval, newcombe ball/badminton under the Hangar, soccer 
on Wilpour Oval & Martial Arts with Mr Watts. This week (Week 10), they competed in a house competition where they 
played a variety of games such as Ultimate Vortex, Dodgeball, Capture the Flag & Matball. It was incredibly competitive 
to say the least! Special thanks to the HSC PDHPE students who organised and ran these activities for our Year 7 - 10 
students. Below are some photos of our secondary students in action during these Week 10 activities.  
 

 
  
Not only are the students excited about Term 3 Sport for both Primary & Secondary, but so are the teachers! We are thrilled 
that we can start going to external venues and also getting providers into the school to instruct our students. Primary are 
mostly onsite in Term 3 with programmes in Dance, Fundamental Movement Skills and Martial Arts with High Impact Gym 
instructors and Gymnastics offsite at Central West Gymnastics.    

Our secondary students were able to select their sport preferences for Term 3 with “first in best dressed” when nominating 
for their preferred sport. Students were able to pick from activities such as mountain biking at Mount Canobolas, ten pin 
bowling, a workout through Elephant Park and a Crossfit program at Red City Gym.  

We hope all students have a great break and are looking forward to getting back into sport in Term 3! 

Ms Lauren Della Ca 
Sports Coordinator 

Year 11 PDHPE  
 
What a better way to learn about the body then with lollies and chalkboards!  
The Year 11 PDHPE class has been engaging in the topic ‘Body in Motion’ where they have been learning about the 
skeletal system and how it impacts movement. As part of engaging all students in different ways, the students were given 
creative outlets to showcase their knowledge about the bones and their articulations by creating the skeletal system out 
of lollies and drawing the bones on mini-human shaped chalk boards.  
 

             
 
Amanda Jewell  
PDHPE Teacher 
 
 



                        

Food Technology ‘Master Parma Challenge’ 
 
This term, students in the Stage 5 Food Technology class have been looking at foods for ‘Special Needs’. A particular area 
of focus for this topic is foods for specific cultures. An Aussie cultural favourite is the Chicken Parmigiana. The students were 
given a deconstruction and reconstruction ‘Masterchef’ style challenge where they had to deconstruct the ingredients 
and flavours of the ‘parmy’ and reconstruct it in a new way. The students were also tasked with making most of the 
ingredients from scratch including crumbing the chicken, making the sauce and preparing any other components that 
were part of the dish.  
The creativity in the room was extraordinary, with all 8 teams bringing something spectacular to the table. Team 1 created 
a ‘Nacho Parma’ whipping up a Mexican themed parmy bowl, which included succulent crumbed chicken and perfect 
guacamole. Team 2 created a Vegan Parmigiana using eggplant and the most delicious tomato-based sauce. Team 3 
created Parmigiana tenders, a side of divine crumbed mozzarella sticks and four dipping sauces. Team 4 created chicken 
parmy rissoles (which were better than any butchers) with loaded fries. Team 5 created a Chicken parmigiana pizza, 
which would put most pizza companies out of business. Team 6 created a mozzarella stuffed, baked chicken parmy which 
was seasoned and crumbed to perfection. Team 7 created a Parmigiana Stromboli, all the flavours of the parmy wrapped 
up in a delicious baked bread. Team 8 also created a mozzarella stuffed parmigiana, topped with crispy bacon and a 
sweet caramel based marinara sauce.  
To ensure that the judging was fair and just, the Food Technology kitchen welcomed our Headmaster Rev Stringer along 
with the Admin team members Mrs Stacey Ellice and Miss Gabrielle Seton as judges to join Mrs Jewell on the panel. After 
tasting all eight amazing dishes and consulting on areas including taste, presentation, attention to detail and creativity 
the scores were extremely tight between all eight teams. By the very slightest of margins, the winning team was Team  4 
Haylea Whybrow and Adam Lipscomb with their parmigiana tenders and crumbed mozzarella sticks.  
A huge congratulations to all the amazing teams and a big thank you to Rev. Stringer, Mrs Ellice and Miss Seton.  

       

         
Mrs Amanda Jewell  
Food Technology Teacher 
 
Are you interested in playing hockey?  
The 2020 Winter Hockey competition is set to start next term and will run for the whole 
of Term 3.  
A fun, non-competitive competition is set to go with OAGS entering a team in the 
four mixed divisions - Junior Primary (ages 5 - 9), Open Primary (9 - 12), Junior 
Secondary (Years 7 - 9) and Open Secondary (Years 10 - 12).  
If you are interested and would like more information please contact Mrs Amanda 
Jewell at amanda.jewell@oags.nsw.edu.au  
Mrs Amanda Jewell 
Hockey Coordinator 
 
 



                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

OAGS Community Business Directory. 
 
Do you own a local small business? 
The P&F are compiling a School Community Business Directory.  This directory will be made available to the school community to 
raise awareness of local small businesses with connections to OAGS.  At a time where we are recovering from the effects of lockdown 
and encouraging people to buy local, we hope that this initiative will be a small step in the right direction.   
The link below will take you to a simple form to complete - it will take you no longer than 3 minutes! The directory should be ready to 
search by September.   We also hope to conduct some video interviews later on for the FB site with business owners.   
If this is you, or someone you know - please click on the link below - TODAY! 
https://forms.gle/RLvRQd2R4y4hUGVg9 
PS - it will be helpful to have a small logo ready to upload. :)  
Yours with encouragement in this tough season.  
OAGS Parents and Friends assoc.   
Contact oagspandf@gmail.com for further information. 
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