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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
14 June 2019 
 
From the Deputy Headmaster….  
Research suggests that word of mouth is one of the most (if not the most) powerful 
tools of promotion for a product or business. The reason given for this is usually linked 
to the power of relationships. As humans we 
are relational beings and if the person 
speaking to us is someone we respect and 
trust, then what they say tends to gain 
traction with us. We are generally ‘too smart’ 
for clever advertisements delivered by slick 
celebrities, we listen more closely to those we 
know.  
Source:http://thepakistanaffairs.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/digital-word-of-
mouth.png 
 
As it currently stands, we have had more prospective students tour the school with 
the Headmaster than we have had days in the month. Enrolment interest is keeping 
his calendar very full. As I look at each enrolment enquiry, what is becoming 
increasingly common is that people ‘want in’ at OAGS because the reputation we 
are building in the community is increasingly attractive. Put simply, people are talking 
about OAGS and what they are saying is being well received.  
 
‘We have heard it is the best school in town’, ‘we aren’t happy with the status quo 
and we have heard you’re doing exciting and new things’, ‘our child’s friend made 
the move last year and won’t stop talking about it’ are some of the reasons that are 
given for wanting to apply for enrolment.  
 
All of you have your own enrolment story. There are reasons you first came to OAGS 
and there are reasons you continue to make it your school of choice. 2019 marks the 
first year that we will have a Year 12 graduate who first started as foundation 
Kindergarten 13 years ago. I am looking forward to sharing some of her story with you 
as the year progresses. Part of the power of her story is the joy that comes from 
seeing, embracing and celebrating change and growth over a period of time. 2020 
is projected to have more than 50 students starting Year 7 with a waiting list for those 
who miss out. Our aforementioned year 12 graduate can remember a time not so 
long ago when the entire school was less than 50.  
 
Being part of something that is ‘bigger than ourselves’ brings a sense of 
empowerment, even when we feel like things aren’t always going to plan. There is 
power in being in a positive community that is committed to the collective good. A 
community who roll up their sleeves and press forward with a common goal and 
vision. Next time you’re on campus, please take a moment to wander through the 
recently opened HANGAR and reflect on the core values you see emblazoned on 
the ‘superstructure’. As a community, we have committed ourselves to the pursuit of 
truth, excellence and service in all that we do.  
 
I am proud to be a member of this community we call OAGS and it is endlessly 
encouraging to hear that you are too. 
 
God’s Blessings to you this weekend, 
 
Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please visit the live calendar 

on the Website  
 

OAGS Athletics Carnival  
19 June 2019  

 
NSW Futsal Schools Cup 

20 June 2019  
 

Kindergarten Open 
Classrooms 

20 June 2019  
 

Transition Excursion – Air 
Ambulance at the Airport 

26 June 2019  
 

Kindergarten/Stage1 Disco 
27 June 2019, 4 – 5:30pm 

 
Stage 2 Disco 

27 June 2019, 5:30 – 7pm  
 

Stage 3/4/5/6 Disco & 
Social Event 

27 June 2019, 7-9pm  
 

‘Snow & Ski’ Out of Uniform 
& Pizza Fundraiser 

28 June 2019  
 

Year 11 Snow & Tertiary 
Education Camp 
21 – 25 July 2019  



                        

Transition News    
 
We have enjoyed another exciting two weeks for students in Transition. 
As part of our learning about our local community, we had a day 
exploring Orange, visiting The Orange Library, Robertson Park, Bakers 
Delight, Cook Park and the Orange Fire Station.  
Students learnt about the different jobs librarians do, had a peek 
behind the scenes at the bakery and learnt what to do in case of a 
fire. We also joined Kindergarten for a day at Lake Canobolas, looking 
at natural places in our community. We visited the Pump House and 
talked about how we use pumps in our community. We walked around 
Lake Canobolas. During our walk we found a Kangaroo Skeleton and 
discussed what might have been the predator! We saw cows and 
played in the playground, enjoying the wonderful Winter sunshine. The 
students have been so responsible and it has been a pleasure to take 
them out and about in our community. 
 

         
 

    
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten explored Lake Canobolas this week as part of their learning about natural and man made materials and 
environments. On a wonderfully sunny day, Kindergarten walked around the man made lake, played on the play 
equipment made from man made materials, and constructed sandcastles decorating them with natural materials. It 
was a lovely day. 
 

        



                        

Mrs. Sally Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator 
 

WELLBEING NEWS AND CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 
Shining a Light on Wellbeing - AIS Student Wellbeing Annual Conference 
 
Last week I travelled to Sydney to attend the Student Wellbeing Conference, “Shining A Light on Wellbeing”.   
The conference is a major event on the AIS calendar and offers a program of professional development that is second 
to none. It was a valuable opportunity to reflect upon wellbeing in our own school context and the evidence based 
approaches that are being used to improve student success and staff wellbeing. Keynote speakers addressed the latest 
research related to student and school belonging as well as adolescent development, health 
and wellbeing. Delegates discussed the work being done in schools and focused on best 
practice as well as those that need updating and improving.  A highlight was the presentation 
by Professor Susan Sawyer, Chair of Adolescent Health at the University of Melbourne and is 
Director of the Centre for Adolescent Health at the Royal Children’s Hospital. Her research aims 
to highlight the benefits of good health for educational outcomes.  Dr Annie Gowing also 
presented a keynote address. 
 
Dr Annie Gowing is a teacher and researcher at The University of Melbourne. With qualifications 
in both social work and education, she had worked extensively in student wellbeing roles in 
schools in Queensland and Victoria and held a student wellbeing management role in the 
Victorian Department of Education.  Her PhD researched school connectedness, along with school climate and how 

concepts of care, help and support are enacted, She provided a lot of very useful, 
practical and user friendly resources that we can 
use in our school context. 

 
1. The Team from Reach Out presented a guide 
to their website and how it has helped thousands 
of young Australians           
 2. Nicky Sloss - a passionate educator working as 
the Student Wellbeing Consultant at the AIS 

                                   
 
Mr Keith Macleay  
Head of Wellbeing  

 
House of Cards - LEAP@OAGS 2019 

According to the ‘reliable’ source, Wikipedia, a ‘house of cards’ can be described as 
one of the following: 

A house of cards (also known as a card tower or a card castle) is a 
structure created by stacking playing cards on top of each other in 
a pyramid style structure. ‘House of cards’ is also an expression that 
dates back to 1645, meaning a structure or argument built on a 
shaky foundation or one that will collapse if a necessary (but possibly 

overlooked or unappreciated) element is removed. Structures built by layering in this way, such as 
Stonehenge, are referred to as ‘house of cards architecture’, which dates back to the Cyclopean 
and Megalithic ages. The origin of the phrase is debated to be from the 18th century England but 
some believe that it has an American base. 

This last week, students of Secondary LEAP participated in a challenge, that called upon them to participate in the 
former from the reference above. They were given a deck of ordinary playing cards and a twenty-minute timeframe in 
which to create the highest ‘house of cards’.  



                        
There were some interesting initial designs and I must say that early on it certainly looked like Rhys was attempting to 
make fire, rather than a pyramid of cards. Other students, such as Mark, decided that they would 
depend on their peers’ failures and stick to a stack of cards one storey high and hope for the best. 
Ultimately, while many students, just like Rhys and Mark thought outside the box, there was only one 
winner, with both Adelaide and Snigda winning the challenge with a ‘house of cards’ three levels 
high. An honourable mention also goes to Trinity in second place and Scott and Hayden rounding 
out the top three. 

This challenge taught students some valuable lessons and upon reflection, members of LEAP made 
the following deductions; “I can’t build towers”, “I have no patience”, “I lack a steady hand”, “trash 
talk is king”, “the time-limit made it hard”, “there was added pressure for points” and finally it was “all 
Mr Simkins’ fault for making people laugh”. I must admit, there is some truth to that last statement. I 
am always so impressed with our students’ ability to reflect on themselves individually and as a group 
as through what appeared to be a relatively simple activity, they were able to gain an understanding of the importance 
of both patience and mentally suppressing outside influences in order to meet the requirements of a task. These are all 
skills which are imperative in the task oriented world that students live in, both at school and later on in the workplace, 
particularly in regards to patience and care for ourselves and others is a virtue that should be a life-long pursuit as it 
bleeds into both our professional and personal life.   

           
Mr Luke Simkins 
Coordinator of LEAP 
 
Science News 
 
On the 28th of May, the Year 12 Biology and Investigating Science students travelled to Sydney to participate in activities 
designed to enhance their learning in their respective subjects. Investigating Science students travelled to Lucas Heights 
to visit ANSTO. They learned about linear particle accelerators, radioactive isotopes and the impact of radiation on 
society. Biology students visited the Human Disease Museum at UNSW to study a wide variety of tissue specimens that 
brought their current topic of Infectious Diseases to life. They then navigated their way by public transport to the Royal 
Botanic Gardens where they participated in a workshop on plant diseases that impact Australia. A guided tour around 
the gardens and in greenhouses behind the scenes helped students to understand how diseases are managed at the 
gardens. 
 

 
Students in Years 7-9 participated in the Questacon Smart Skills workshop on Friday, 31st May. The theme of the workshop 
was Rollercoasters. In an introductory session students discussed the factors that might go into designing a rollercoaster. 
Some students had the opportunity to utilise the VR headset to ride a virtual rollercoaster - clearly a very different 
experience when compared to the rest of us watching it on the TV screen! Working in teams, students were then 
challenged to develop a prototype rollercoaster using materials provided. This required them to test and refine ideas 
through hands-on prototyping, and then discussing their choices and process with their peers. Some creative and 
exhilarating rides were presented! 



                        

  
 
Most recently, students in Years 9 and 10 travelled to CSU, Bathurst, to attend EngFest. They had the opportunity to tour 
the Engineering department, including a visit to the department’s Maker Space and participate in the Engineers 
Australia Discover Engineering Event. Finalists of High School STEM Pitching competition presented projects that they had 
developed at school. The CSU Engineering Expo featured projects completed by engineering students to solve existing 
problems in the world. OAGS students were able to discuss these projects with the teams that developed them as well 
as provide feedback that teams can use to refine their designs and presentations. It is hoped that these experiences will 
provide our students with insights, ideas and inspiration for the projects that they are developing this term. 
 
Miss Kelly-Ann Sackey & Mrs Kate Collins  
Secondary Science 
 
Secondary AICES Cross Country  
On Thursday 6th June, 16 secondary students travelled to 
Sydney to compete at the AICES Cross Country 
Championships. The students completed courses ranging 
in distances from 3km to 6km around the Sydney 
International Equestrian Centre, which proved to have 

some testing terrain. It was a 
successful day with Thomas Dale 
and Jackson Willis, who finished 2nd and 10th respectively, qualifing for the CIS Cross Country 
Championships and Bayden Willis and Jessica Curtin finishing 11th in their heats and taking 
shadow positions. All the students ran impressive races, improving on their positions from last year 
and should be very proud of their efforts.  
Tom and Jackson have since competed at the CIS Carnival, Tom coming in 13th and Jackson 
coming in 54th position. A great effort from both boys in a very tough field. 
 
Mrs Amanda Jewell & Miss Lauren Della Ca  
OAGS Sports Department  

 

Netball NSW Schools Cup - Primary & Secondary  
 
Primary School 
On Tuesday the 11th of June Orange Anglican Grammar had four teams compete in the Netball NSW Schools Cup in 
Bathurst competing in four different ages division.  

 U10 Fruit Loops - Coach Lily Martin Umpire Bronte Preston 
 U11 Skittles - Coach Catherine Keniry Umpire Ruby Kane 
 U12 Leopards - Coaches Claire Ferguson and Jessica Curtin Umpire Isabella Kane  
 U12 Sweet & Sour - Coach Abby Tilburg Umpire Megan Cox  

 
The Day started off as all of the Orange Anglican Grammar Netball teams departed school at 7:30am ready for their 
big day. Each team was lucky enough to play at least 6-9 games of netball on the day competing from school around 
the Orange and Bathurst area.  
All teams had a successful day winning games, building team skills and having a great day with their friends. 
This event wouldn’t of been able to happen without the amazing assistance of teachers, parents, coaches and umpires. 
I wish to send a massive thank you to all of these people.  
I would also like to congratulate the U12 Sweet & Sour Netball team who were successful and have made it through to 
the next level of the Netball NSW Schools Cup which will be played in Orange on the 7th of August 
 
Secondary School 
On Wednesday the 29th of May the U13s and U15s/ Opens Netball Teams competed in the Netball NSW Schools Cup in 
Dubbo.  
The two teams headed off departing school at 6:00am ready for their big day of netball. Both teams had a successful 
day competing against schools from Dubbo and Mudgee. Unfortunately after their great efforts neither team will 
advance through to the next stage of the Netball NSW Schools Cup. 
 



                        
The U13s Finishing 3rd in their pool and the U15s/ Open finishing 2nd 
U13s - Coach Amanda Jewell umpire Alicia Robinson 
U15s -  Coach Abby Tilburg 
 

 
 
Upcoming Netball Events  
 
On Friday the 28th of June the Netball Girls at Orange ANglican Grammar will be having a Mufti Day and Pizza Day to 
help support our U15s and Opens netball teams fundraise for their New Zealand Trip in the October school holidays.  
The Mufti Day will be a snow/ ski theme with a dollar coin donation. Pizza will be sold from the canteen for $2.00 per slice 
 
Date: 28th June 
 
What to Wear: Snow/ Ski theme clothes 
 
Pizza: $2.00 per slice sold from the canteen (optional) 

 Simply cheese 
 Margherita 
 Pepperoni 
 Beef and Onion 
 Ham and Cheese 
 Spicy Veg Trio 

 
Please help support these netball players fundraise for their New Zealand Trip  
 
Miss Abby Tilburg 
Netball Coordinator  
 

Winter Concert 
Thursday 20th June 6 - 7:15 

OAGS Media Centre 
All co-curricular ensembles will be presenting new works at the Winter 
concert in week 8. All performing families have received a note. 
Please ensure that performers bring their instrument and music to 
school on Thursday for a concert rehearsal in the MC during Periods 
1 and 2.  Students are to arrive at 5:30pm and report to MC3.  
 

 
 



                        
AMEB exams will be held early next term however we have not yet been advised of the timetable. Reverend Stringer 
has again kindly offered to parents the opportunity to be accompanied by Mrs Colgan for instrumental exams at a 
subsidised rate. Information will be sent out to parents very soon. All candidates are encouraged to keep practising hard 
right up to the end of term and through the holidays! 
 
HICES Music festival successful auditioners will be notified as soon as we hear any news! Our fingers are still crossed for 
you all.  
 
Thank you to the wonderful members of the Senior Vocal Ensemble who performed at recent commemorative services 
for the Boer War and D-Day in Robertson Park. I was proud to see how well you represented our school.  
 
Mrs Priscilla Colgan 
OAGS Music Department 

 
Cadets (252 ACU)  
Cadets resumed on Monday after the long weekend break.  
 
22/23 June Bivouac onsite at OAGS.  
 
It is critical that students return the Bivouac form ASAP. It was emailed 
on Thursday last week and provided more information about the 
Bivouac. No forms have been returned to date so this activity may 
be cancelled due to lack of interest. A decision will be made on 18 June before we order food and make final 
arrangements.  
 
Information Session - new Recruits - There will be an Information session for parents and students who wish to join the 
Cadet Unit on Monday 29 July next Term. Please spread the word in the wider Orange community. It is likely that we will 
almost double our size by recruiting another 40 cadets from other schools in the district. With increased numbers comes 
economies of scale and the ability to purchase / acquire more resources for weekly training. Any questions should be 
referred to Captain Nye via email or phone. 
    
Annual Camp (28 September - 5 October) at Singleton. This is run by the Army for ALL cadets in NSW, ACT and Norfolk 
Island. There will be many exciting opportunities and equipment on display including live firing of the service rifle and 
machine gun. NOTE - Attendance at this activity is essential if you wish to attend future promotion courses.  
  
Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC)  
252 ACU Admin Commander 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  



                        

 
 
 
 


