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Stay in touch…  

 
NEWSLETTER            
8 February 2019 
 
From the Headmaster….  
We have had a very encouraging start to the term, with our new 
staff and students settling in to our school community well.  
Last night we joined with our Transition and Kindergarten families for 
a welcome picnic. In the usual Orange fashion, a storm hit and the 

skies opened up just in time for the families to arrive. This was the perfect opportunity 
for our community to take advantage of the brand new undercover courts! The 
children had a great time shooting hoops, playing cricket and congregating on the 
sandstone steps whilst the families and teachers mingled in a relaxed setting. This is 
the first of many OAGS community events to be held on the courts in the coming 
years.  

New Faces 
Just prior to the students commencing, we welcomed back our staff team. I would 
like to introduce some new faces who have joined us in 2019.   
 
Introducing Mrs Erin Purvis:  

1. What class are you teaching this year? I am teaching 
Kindergarten. 

2. What about OAGS really excites you? I am excited about the 
development and continuation of visible learning throughout 
the school. The use of technology in the classroom to guide 
students on a 21st century learning journey and how I can 
build and connect this into the classroom environment.   

3. Why did you choose to be a teacher? I love to inspire 
children, to help them grow and learn new knowledge. I love seeing their 
smiling faces every morning knowing that they are excited to see you. 

4. If you could describe OAGS with one word, what would it be? Future 
5. What is your ideal Holiday destination? My ideal holiday destination would be 

the Maldives, crystal clear water, pure white beaches and scorching sun rays. 
6. My favourite meal is: I love to cook all types of cuisine, although my ultimate 

favourite dish is Chicken Green Curry. 
7. I simply cannot stand: The smell of Tuna. 
8. My current philosophy of teaching, in a sentence is: I believe every classroom 

has its own unique community; as their teacher I will guide each child to 
develop and discover their own potential and learning styles. 

9. If I could only listen to one musical artist for a day, it would be: Angus and Julia 
Stone. 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please visit the live calendar 

on the Website  
New Student Pizza Lunch 

11 February 2019 
 

OAGS Swimming Carnival 
12 February 2019 

 
 Kindergarten 2020 
Information Night 
13 February 2019 

 
 MOAGS Swimming 

Carnival 
18 February 2019 

 
Kindergarten 2019 Parent 

Info Session 
19 February 2019  

 
Transition 2020 Information 

Session 
20 February 2019  

 
PS WAS Swimming Carnival 

28 February 2019 
 

HICES Swimming Carnival 
5 March 2019 

 
Year 11 Commencement 

Dinner 
7 March 2019 

 
SS WAS Swimming Carnival 

5 March 2019 
 

OAGS Athletics Carnival 
27 March 2019 

 
Stage 3 Camp 
1-5 April 2019 

 



                        
Introducing Miss Stephanie Harrison  
1. What class are you teaching this year? Stage 1 (Year 1 & 2) 
2. What about OAGS really excites you? Working as part of the committed team and the positive 

vibe with in the school community.  
3. Why did you choose to be a teacher? Because education is the most powerful way to provide 

the next generation with the values, skills and abilities necessary to become lifelong learners. 
4. If you could describe OAGS with one word, what would it be? Welcoming  
5. What is your ideal Holiday destination? Europe or Disneyland. 
6. My favourite meal is: Any dessert. 
7. I simply cannot stand: Being late. 
8. My current philosophy of teaching, in a sentence is: Learning is about more than knowing facts, and students should 

be able to take control of their own learning in a caring and supportive environment. 
9. If I could only listen to one musical artist for a day, it would be: Ed Sheeran. 
 
Introducing Mrs Kate Collins  
1. What class are you teaching this year? Science (years 7-10) and Year 12 Investigating Science 
2. What about OAGS really excites you? The caring and supportive school environment, allowing 

the teachers to get to know all of the students and really care for the students at the school. 
3. Why did you choose to be a teacher? To support students in their learning journey and 

encourage them to find a path that interests them when they leave school. 
4. If you could describe OAGS with one word, what would it be? Community 
5. What is your ideal Holiday destination? Queensland beaches 
6. My favourite meal is: Lasagne 
7. I simply cannot stand: Bananas 
8. My current philosophy of teaching, in a sentence is: Encourage students to take ownership of their learning and 

provide support for this to occur effectively. 
9. If I could only listen to one musical artist for a day, it would be: Keith Urban 
 
 
Introducing Mrs Carina Card  
1. Tell us about your position at OAGS this year? I am a Teacher Assistant and will be helping lots 

of kids grow this year. I will be hanging out in stage 1 classes and also at OAGS plus, before 
and after school. 

2. What about OAGS really excites you? I love the positive vibe. 
3. Why did you choose to work in a school? I am passionate about helping children of all 

abilities achieve their potential and be the best person they can be. Making God's world a 
better place begins with our children. 

4. If you could describe OAGS with one word, what would it be? Exciting. 
5. What is your ideal Holiday destination? Santorini, but I can afford Shellharbour. 
6. My favourite meal is: Most meals...but I love a good lamb roast. 
7. I simply cannot stand: Any type of offal…e.g Lambs Fry and Bacon.  
8. My current philosophy of teaching, in a sentence is: Everyone can learn something, including me. 
9. If I could only listen to one musical artist for a day, it would be: Coldplay 
 
 
Introducing Mr David Whittingham 
1. Tell us about your position at OAGS this year?  I will be assisting in Transition and Kindergarten, 

as well as at OAGS Plus. 
2. What about OAGS really excites you?  Helping kids learn about and explore God’s world. 
3. Why did you choose to work in a school?  I really enjoy working alongside kids to discover 

new things. 
4. If you could describe OAGS with one word, what would it be?  Enthusiastic. 
5. What is your ideal Holiday destination?  Any castle surrounded by snow. 
6. My favourite meal is:  Pizza. 
7. I simply cannot stand:  Haggis 
8. My current philosophy of teaching, in a sentence is:  God’s world is fascinating, so let’s go 

together to discover it! 
9. If I could only listen to one musical artist for a day, it would be:  Colin Buchanan 

 
 



                        
Introducing Mr Terry Nye 

1. What class are you teaching this year? Stage 3 (Year 5&6) 
2. What about OAGS really excites you? Working with a committed and positive staff team, the 

great facilities, helping to achieve the ‘vision’ and the amazing potential to be 
achieved/realised in future years.  

3. Why did you choose to be a teacher? To enjoy my work shaping the minds and character of 
young people and know I am able to make a difference with significant long term 
benefits.  To help students understand their potential, develop greater resilience and set 
achievable goals. 

4. If you could describe OAGS with one word, what would it be? IMPRESSIVE 
5. What is your ideal Holiday destination? A ski resort with plenty of snow and no crowds 
6. My favourite meal is: one that someone else cooks 
7. I simply cannot stand: Not owning your own choices and wasting opportunities 
8. My current philosophy of teaching, in a sentence is: To foster a positive approach to learning by creating 

understanding using real world examples. 
9. If I could only listen to one musical artist for a day, it would be: Fleetwood Mac 

 
Not quite ‘new’, but certainly noteworthy, we would like to congratulate Mrs Christine 
Edwards, formally Miss Clissold, who married her new husband Hugh over the Christmas 
holiday break. Many of our students were absolutely delighted to share this special moment 
with Christine and Hugh. We wish them all the very best for a blessed union and wonderful 
future together.  

Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 
 
School supervision 8am - 8:35am 
 
With the completion of our new undercover hardcourts, an opportunity exists to provide our students with more time for 
active play. Traditionally, students in years K-10 arriving from 8am have been supervised in the library. While this system 
has served the school well, growth in numbers and improvements in facilities have catalysed the following change.  
 
From Week 3, February 11th, please be advised that all students K-10 arriving at school between 8am and 8:35am are 
to make their way immediately to the new hardcourt area where they will be supervised by the teacher on duty. Students 
are to take their bags with them and are not to visit their locker prior to 8:35am. After 8:35am, the normal supervised 
areas in primary and secondary school will be operational. There is no change for students in Years 11-12 who are 
welcome to arrive at the Senior Study Centre from 8am each school day. 
 
For those students who do not wish to be active during this morning duty, a classroom will be made available for quiet 
reading, homework and quiet activity.  
 
Date:           Every day from Monday, Week 3 
Venue:       Media Centre Hardcourts 
 
Please note that as of February 11th, no student is to report to the library at this time.  
I am hopeful that this new arrangement offers a greater variation of activity for students who are onsite between 8am 
and 8:35am. Please be reminded that there is no supervision for students prior to 8am. All students arriving prior to 8am 
must be signed into OAGS Plus. Please visit:  
https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/before-after-school-care for further details and costings for this service.  
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 



                        

From the Sport Department   
  
OAGS Swimming Carnival 
Welcome back to what promises to be another fantastic year in Sport at OAGS. As you may have already noted, the 
first important date to mark in the calendar is the OAGS Swimming Carnival on Tuesday 12th of February. Students are 
strongly encouraged to show some house spirit and dress up in their house colours at the carnival, and of course don’t 
forget to pack goggles, swimming cap and towel. We had great participation in the carnival in 2018 and are looking to 
go even bigger and better this year! Just a reminder that in 2019 the 100 metre freestyle event will take place at 8:45am. 
Any competitive swimmers wishing to take part in this event will need to make their own transport arrangements to the 
Orange Aquatic Centre. All other students will be required to travel to and from the carnival on the buses provided. 
 
Weekly Sport 
Weekly sport kicked off in Week 1 on Wednesday the 30th of January with students in Primary doing Athletics, while the 
Secondary students in Year 7-10 headed off site to the PCYC or the Wentworth Golf Club to participate in a range of 
recreational sports. Students are therefore reminded to wear their full school sports uniform to school every Wednesday. 
As the weather can be quite hot in Term 1, all students are strongly encouraged to ensure they have a water bottle for 
sport. 
 
Winter Sports Launch 
The 2019 launch of our Winter Sports (Netball, Hockey and Soccer) took place on Tuesday 5th of February. It was great 
to see a large number of new and returning players and we are looking forward to the exciting Winter of sport ahead 
of us. For those families who were unable to make the afternoon, nominations to be part of a team can be made via 
the school website. Simply click on the Sport tab on the front page and follow the prompts. The online forms for any 
families needing to purchase can also be found on this page. 
 
Representative Sport in 2019 
Throughout the year there are various opportunities for students to trial for, and be selected, in representative teams in 
a wide range of sports. Orange Anglican Grammar School is a member school of HICES (Primary) and AICES (Secondary) 
sporting associations as part of the Combined Independent Schools (CIS) representative pathway to State and National 
teams.  
 
Any student who wishes to trial for individual sports in 2019 will need to complete the online nomination form on the 
school website. Mr Doyle will then provide specific information relating to trials for that sport. There are a significant 
number of individual sport trials that take place in Term 1 so please ensure you check the representative sport information 
page on the website. 
 
Calling all Coaches/Volunteers 
I will also use this opportunity to put the call out to any parents/friends of the school who would like to be involved in 
coaching, contributing to, or helping out with sport at OAGS in 2019. If you have an interest in any particular sport/activity 
and would like to be involved, please get in touch by emailing ben.doyle@oags.nsw.edu.au. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
OAGS Swimming Carnival: Tuesday 12th February- Orange Aquatic Centre 
 
Primary 
WAS Swimming Carnival- Thursday 28th February- Kinross Wolaroi School 
HICES Swimming Carnival- Wednesday 6th March- SOPAC, Homebush 
CIS Basketball Trials- Friday 22rd February, TBA 
CIS Tennis Trials- Monday 25th February, TBA 
CIS AFL Trials- Friday 8th March, TBA 
CIS Football Trials (Girls)- Monday 18th March, TBA 
CIS Football Trials-(Boys- Monday 8th April, TBA 
*Please note for some sports HICES trials may also take place. Dates yet to be announced* 
 
Secondary 
WAS Touch (Boys) and Hockey Trials- Tuesday 5th March- Kinross Wolaroi School/Orange Hockey Centre 
WAS Swimming Team Trials- Monday 8th February- Orange Aquatic Centre 
WAS Swimming Carnival- Friday 8th March- St Stanislaus College, Bathurst 
WAS Basketball Trials (Open Boys and Girls)- Tuesday 12th February 
AICES Swimming Carnival- Tuesday 26th March- SOPAC, Homebush 
WAS Netball Trials- Thursday 4th April- Orange PCYC 
WAS Football Trials (Boys and Girls)- Thursday 4th April- Kinross Wolaroi School 
  
If you have any questions relating to sport in 2019 please feel free to get in touch at any time! 
 
Mr Ben Doyle 
OAGS Sport Coordinator 
 
 



                        

Music News 
 
The Music department is already abuzz with exciting plans for the year ahead. Thank you to the many parents who have 
already enrolled in our many instrumental lessons and ensembles. We have been working hard to make sure everything 
was  ready to go in Week 2. Many thanks to Mr Noel Annett who has been doing a lot behind the scenes.  
 
In breaking news, we are extremely proud to be offering Elective Music in Stage 5 for the first time this year. We have a 
strong cohort of students in the elective class and can’t wait to see what they achieve together.  
 
Instrumental Tuition has commenced in Week 2. Tutors will always collect K-6 students from their classrooms in time for 
their lesson. Please ensure you have purchased any books or resources requested by your child’s tutor and perhaps a 
quick check of the instrument to make sure everything is clean and ready after the holidays.  
 
Ensembles have kicked off during Week 2 as well, apart from Beginner Band which will start in a few weeks once the 
students have had some time on their instruments.  
 
Instrument hire - All students requesting a hire instrument have been able to 
collect one from Mr Annett from Monday Week 2. No instruments will be 
handed out until the enrolment/hire form has been completed by a parent 
or guardian.  
 
Online Enrolments and Information 
Please use this form for enquiries and enrolments in music lessons and 
ensembles. The form will soon be available on the school website for mid-
year enrolments.  
 
You may refer to The Terms & Conditions for Individual Tuition here,  the Terms 
& Conditions for Instrument Hire here, and the Terms & Conditions for 
Ensembles here.   
 
It certainly is shaping up to be a musical year at OAGS! We are pleased to 
be able to offer all our ensembles again this year with a couple of new 
ensembles starting up. It’s never too late to learn an instrument or join a choir - get involved in music and reap the 
benefits! 
 

 
News from Kindergarten and Transition  

It was wonderful to meet so many new and returning Kindergarten and Transition 
families last week as the new school year began at OAGS.  The kindergarten 
students have transitioned well and are adapting to the demands of Kindergarten. 
However, there were lots of tired faces on Friday afternoon! The social skills 
programme the Kindergarten teacher’s  have implemented, provides students from 
both classes the opportunity to come together and interact in a less formal 
environment. The purpose of these sessions is to provide each child with the 
opportunity to practice socially acceptable behaviours that allow them to interact 
effectively with others. Some of the skills developed during these sessions are; 
communication, cooperation, self-control and engagement.  

In Transition, we have been getting to know each other, learning new routines and adapting 
to a very busy day. Our two class bears, ‘Bear’ and ‘Flower’ have been on their first visit to 
two student’s homes. Each child will have the opportunity to take a bear home throughout 
the year. We look forward to reading about the adventures Bear and Flower have being part 
of your family.  
There will be an information session for Transition 
families on  Wednesday 13th of February. We will talk 
about Kindergarten 2020 and share some ideas for 
reading books with your children as they continue on 
their reading journey.  On Wednesday the 20th of 

February there will be an information session for Kindergarten families, which will 
focus on how parents play a vital role in supporting their child as they start to 
move towards becoming independent readers. 
Have a wonderful week.  
 
Mrs Sally Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator ‘Children need the freedom and time to play. Play is not a luxury. Play is a necessity.’      
Kay Redfield Jamison 
 
  



                        

Library@OAGS 
Welcome to another exciting year at OAGS! Classes and borrowing from  the library has resumed and it is wonderful to 
see students excited about learning and reading. 
New students should have all been given a school library bag. New library bags will be arriving shortly and Ms Taylor will 
make sure that all new students receive one to replace the spares that have been issued. Borrowing happens weekly, 
during your child’s library lesson.  
 
Book Club: Book Club at OAGS will begin with Issue 2. Brochures being sent home with each child from Transition to Year 
6. Ordering can be done online through the LOOP system or via the form with cash. Cash orders are to be delivered to 
Admin. Due dates will be communicated through Dojo, the newsletter as well as via the brochure. 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge: The Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) will begin again March 4th, 2019. Students in 
Kindergarten and Stage 1 will complete the challenge in class with their Teacher. Stage 2 and Stage 3 will complete 
their challenge independently. Their PRC Reading Logs will be sent home in the coming weeks along with an information 
letter. 
  
Primary Homework Club: Homework Club will start up again, for 2019, on Monday 11th of February. Ms Taylor is extending 
the club to also  include Tuesday afternoons. The club, on both days, will be held in the Library starting 3.15pm and 
finishing 4pm sharp. Parents may pick up their child/ren from the library or from the old kiss and drop area at 4pm. The 
club is open to Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 students. Kindergarten can join the club in Term 4. Parents/carers of these 
students will have received an email outlining the club. 
 
Ms Karelle Taylor  
Teacher Librarian 
 
Supporting our new Year 7’s 
Moving into Secondary School can be a daunting prospect for Year 7 students as they adjust to a new environment. 
Establishing new routines, meeting new teachers and making new friends are just some of the changes students face. 
To support students through this time of change, Year 7 students are participating in Peer Support. The Peer Support 
Program is a peer led, skills based learning program. It encourages peer connections throughout the school and assists 
students to develop skills that enhance social and emotional wellbeing. 
 
Year 11 Peer Support Leaders have begun to meet with year 7 once a week and will continue to do so for the remainder 
of the term. They have been considering how to grow and develop in resilience, how their thoughts affect the way they 
respond to challenges, as well as helpful ways to view challenges. 
 
It is encouraging to see the positive attitude both Year 7 and their Peer Support Leaders have brought to their first 
meetings. 
 

     
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Welfare Coordinator 
 
Cadets  
Full steam ahead! We had another well attended Information Night last week. Thanks to Andrew Jarratt our storage 
area was ready as a large delivery arrived on Monday with 2 pallets of boxes containing boots, shirts and trousers. We 
have over 50 students who have commenced the online enrolment process with email notifications arriving constantly. 
 
We’re all looking forward to our first day next Monday 11 Feb starting at 4.30pm. If you have any questions or concerns 
please email 252acu@oags.nsw.edu.au  
  
Mr Terry Nye 
 



                        

To the Moon….and beyond 

LEAP@OAGS 2019 
Echoing JFK’s statement of nearly 60 years ago, LEAP is launching in more ways 
than one. Not only has it expanded into the Primary School, to include Stage 3 
students, we will also be launching into space as our core initiative of 2019. 

Students of LEAP have been presented with a 
Lego superhero and a design brief based on the 
paraphrased words of JFK himself almost 60 years 
ago;  
“To commit themselves to achieving the goal, 
before this semester is out, of landing a person on 
the Moon and returning them safely to the Earth.” 
This coincides with the recent announcement from 
NASA that they are making the next great leap by 
planning to return to the Moon, this time to stay, 

with the plan to go beyond and send humans to Mars. 
The other key element of this initiative is for students to undertake an academic 
investigation based around a hybrid of both Blooms and SOLO Taxonomy. This will 
require participants to use both their verbal, mathematical, spatial, kinaesthetic, 
musical and intra and interpersonal skills to complete a range of tasks that differ in 
complexity from prestructural to extended abstract. Choice has always been an 
outstanding factor in influencing student achievement as stated by John Hattie in 
his 2017 text, Visible Learning Plus. Through his analysis of more than 800 meta-
studies, Hattie concluded that cognitive task analysis has an effect size of 1.29 and 
self-efficacy 0.92, both within the top 20 factors influencing student achievement 
and well above the benchmark of 0.4 growth that a student should achieve in a 
calendar year. These two factors require students to use decision making, problem 
solving, memory and judgement while constantly analysing performance, 
persistence and a growth mindset that favours approach over avoidance. These 
elements form the pillars of this year’s space exploration initiative.       

As Billy Joel stated “haven’t you heard we won the war, what do they keep on 
fighting for?” It is important to understand the context in which humanity shot for 
the stars in the 1960’s. At the conclusion of WWII, the Cold War pitted the world’s 
two great powers; the democratic, capitalist United States and the communist 

Soviet Union against each other. Beginning in 
the late 1950s, space would become another dramatic arena for this competition, 
as each side sought to prove the superiority of its technology, its military firepower 
and, by extension, its political-economic system. It is through this lens that students 
will also undertake a number of tasks to help understand this era in our history and 
how it has coloured the society we live in today. For example, at the conclusion of 
WWII, many Nazi scientists, whom were branded war criminals at Nuremberg had 
their backgrounds whitewashed in an attempt to justify hiring them to work for 
NASA. These scientists were those and the same who engineered the bombing of 
Britain. One such scientist, Wernher von Braun was a member of various German 
political organisations, including the SS and later was instrumental in NASA landing 
a man on the moon in 1969. Previously, he had been the chief developer of the V-
2 rocket, which was the first ballistic missile ever created and used to bomb Britain. 
In regards to this bombing, Braun stated “The rocket worked perfectly except for 
landing on the wrong planet”. Students of LEAP will be faced with such ethical 

questions as do the ends justify the means in regards to the United States decision to turn a blind eye to Braun’s affiliations 
as a result of the Space Race? 

This is an exciting time for students of LEAP as they will be feeding forward that which was pioneered in our inaugural 
year. The school community looks forward to seeing them amplify what is possible through bold designs to further their 
and our own understanding of space and beyond.  

Mr Luke Simkins 
Coordinator of LEAP 
 
Netball @ OAGS 2019 
 
The 2019 Netball season is approaching quickly! Don’t miss out! Make sure that all athletes interested in playing old 
and new fill in a Athlete nomination form. This form can be found on the website. 
https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/netball-oags  
Athlete Nomination Forms close 1st March 2019 
 
Miss Abby Tilburg  
 



                        
The OAGS Plus Before and After School Care program will continue in 2019. Please see the below schedule of fees. All 
bookings are taken via Flexischools. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to email Tracy at 
oagsplus@oags.nsw.edu.au  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  
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