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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
22 May 2018 

 
From the Deputy Headmaster…  
                 
‘The sun comes up it’s a 
new day dawning’ is 
the opening line to the 
Secondary School’s 

favourite song that we sing in Chapel. 
This photo captures the view out my 
office window this morning and I 
can’t help but feel a bit spoiled as I 
look out over the chestnut trees, now 
quietly dropping their autumnal coat 
and inviting a moment of reflection.  
 
 
If you’ve visited the chestnut trees in upper secondary school this time of year, 
you’d also note that they drop something else - chestnuts. At first glance, these 
rather prickly ‘echidna like’ capsules are less than inviting. I don’t recommend 
handling them as they are covered in needle-like spines such that even the most 
gentle of handling usually results in at least one unanticipated pin prick.  
 

But as April wanes into May and the Orange Winter 
takes up residence for the next several months, these 
spiky uninviting shells give way to a treasure lying 
within. The prickly exterior can hold on no longer and 
against the chill and uncertainty of the wintery 
mornings, a smooth, symmetrical, well rounded 
chestnut is found in its place. It’s not that it hasn’t 

always been there, it’s just that it has taken its time to emerge. 
 
Having worked in schools my entire adult life, I 
am struck by the message of the chestnut. You 
as parents will know exactly what I’m talking 
about. Sometimes as ‘the new day dawns’ you 
don’t know if the child emerging from bed to 
face another day will be the prickly exterior that 
requires careful handling (and inevitably still 
inflicts a pin prick or two), or the beautifully 
rounded inner person you know dwells deep down inside! Children are not as 
predictable as chestnut trees and sometimes no matter how warm and 
unchanging their environment may be, even in the absence of a winter chill they 
will switch between prickly exteriors and well balanced interiors - and sometimes 
many times in one day! 
 
Of course if we’re honest, we as adults suffer the same fate don’t we. The 
pressures on us, not enough minutes in the day and the weariness of life’s 
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commitments can see us bristle against one another and our genuine care for each other can be hidden down too 
deep to breach the surface. Sometimes it’s just easier to keep people at arms length and other times past ‘prickles’ are 
never forgotten and serve as a barrier to keep others at bay. Sometimes we wear our prickles with pride and will justify 
them by pointing to our current life season as the catalyst for their dominance in our demeanour.  
 
This week at OAGS has seen five key moments hosted by the school to draw us together as stakeholders for discussion, 
partnership and a chance to question and critique - in a welcoming environment. I have enjoyed immensely the 
‘Headmaster’s meetings’ that gave parents of each primary stage a chance to gather together to discuss the vision 
and future of our growing school. On Monday night, the secondary school LEAP program was launched which is our 
way of enriching and maximising academic achievement in those students who show exceptional academic potential. 
Thursday night saw the next of our much loved ‘Wellness’ nights as our team of wellness experts presented our most 
recent initiatives, before parents connected over a curry and a glass of wine.  
 
These kinds of gatherings, while not the heartbeat of our school, provide a flow of oxygen that serves to keep our 
community connected and our school vision shared. Your feedback and conversions have already prompted 
discussions around how we can continue to improve and I have been encouraged to hear your perspectives on what 
we’re doing well, and on what we can do better.  
 
I pray that your term has started well and I look forward to further conversations with you as we commit to ‘nutting out’ 
what it is that makes OAGS great and how we can continue to secure success. 
 
Have a great week 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton  
Deputy Headmaster  

 
Farewell Mrs Harbison  
It is with great sadness that I inform you of Nicola Harbison’s resignation. 
As many of you know, Mrs Harbison is a foundation teacher at Orange Anglican Grammar School. 
Under the visionary leadership of Mrs Ann Brown, Mrs Harbison and the School with a handful of 
children and staff, commenced their journey together in 2007 in the Memorial Hall of the Holy Trinity 
Church. Since those early beginnings, the School has changed location and grown in to a thriving 
Transition to Year 12 School of 400 students and 40 staff. 
We owe Mrs Harbison a debt of thanks whilst acknowledging her enormous contribution over the 
School’s first 11 years of growth and development. 

Mrs Harbison will finish at the end of this Term, where we look forward to recognising her work and wishing her well in her 
future.  
We look forward to announcing the appointment of the new member of the Kindergarten teaching team who will join 
Mrs Eve Bowman at the helm of Kindergarten Trinidad and Tobago in the not too distant future. 
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster  
 

CWA Speeches 

Recently students from Stages 2 and 3 presented their speeches to the 
Primary School as part of the  selection process that will now see them 
progress to the next stage in the prestigious CWA Public Speaking 
Competition.  It was very evident that a lot of hard work had gone into 
preparing and practicing the speeches and the results were extremely 
close. 
 
Mischa Dwyer, Isabelle Hassall, Mikayla Hazelton and Dorothy Grounds 
and Rohan Mittal (reserve) were successful in being selected to represent 
OAGS at All Saints today. They joined the Secondary CWA speakers; 
Isabella Kane, Jessica Bennett, Thomas Dixon and Hayden Spedding. Our 
students spoke brilliantly in what was a very tough competition. We are 
very proud of them.  
 
 



                                       
First Primary Bronze Award Assembly 
 
The first round of Bronze Award Certificates were presented at last Thursday’s Primary Assembly. The students that have 
reached 60 dojo points were recognised for their growth across all subject areas as well as for demonstrating outstanding 
contributions to their own learning through consistent effort, willingness to participate as well as care and character 
across the playground and in the sporting arena. 

Mr Keith Macleay  
Head of Primary Welfare  
 
OAGS Cross Country 

        
 
What a wonderful day we had at the 2018 OAGS Cross Country.   

The focus for this year’s carnival was on participation and House spirit.  There were increased opportunities for war 
cries, cheering for friends and watching others compete.  The highlight of this year’s carnival was the Transition Race, 
where the whole school, T-12, were congregated together on Trinity Oval to clap and cheer on the youngest members 
of our school community as they completed a tough (and fast!) 400m lap of the oval. 
Special thanks goes to our Stage 5 elective PASS (Physical Activity and Sports Studies) students who ably assisted in the 
running of the day, from course set up, timing, manning checkpoints and running as guides for younger students.  Their 
assistance and enthusiasm were greatly appreciated by all. 
 
The 2018 Cross Country Champion House is Dinawan. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded Champions and Reserve Champions following 
their performances on the day: 
 



                                       
 

Champion Reserve Champion 

8 Years Georgie Simpson 
Samuel Brown 

Lucy Jurd 
Hayden Blowes 

9 Years Imogen Johnston 
Gregory Finlay 

Charlotte Meiring 
Oscar Paul 

10 Years Jocelyn Blair 
Blake Gleeson 

Milla Jurd 
Ben Polley 

11 Years Isla Stringer 
Marley Ash 

Anja Jakab 
Olsen Kennedy 

12+ Years - Primary Eva Green 
Nathaniel Lee 

Kyla Brown 
Keegan Willis 

12 Years - Secondary Grace Stringer 
Hamish Blair 

Storm Rapley 
Hayden Spedding 

13 Years Jessica Curtin 
Tom Bock 

Molly Duffell 
Jacob Norcott 

14 Years Lily Martin 
Bayden Willis 

Adelaide Webster 
Harry Buckland 

15 Years Claire Ferguson 
Harry Taylor 

 
Jock Johnston 

16 Years Jackson Willis Ethan Norcott 

17+ Years Hailey Spirit-Jones 
Jack Dixon 

Jessica Windus 

 

WAS Secondary Cross Country  
 
It was a cold and blustery 
afternoon when our team 
of 18 Secondary students 
travelled to The Scots 
School to compete in the 
WAS Cross Country 
Carnival.  In miserable 
conditions, our team 
represented the school 
with pride and showed 
amazing school spirit in the 
way they encouraged and 
supported each 
other.  Ably supported by 
Mr Hazelton and Ms Jewell, 
the team came away with 
a swathe of podium finishes 
and personal best results. 
We congratulate the following students on their selection in the WAS Cross Country Team to compete at the AICES Cross 
Country Carnival at Horsley Park in June: 
Grace Stringer, Storm Rapley, Hayden Spedding, Hamish Blair, Jessica Curtin, Molly Duffell, Tom Bock, Jacob Norcott, Lily 
Martin, Adelaide Webster, Bayden Willis, Harry Taylor, Jackson Willis, Ethan Norcott, Hailey Spirit-Jones and Jack Dixon. 
 
 



                                       
WAS Cross Country Carnival 
 
Sunny skies greeted our visiting schools for the WAS Cross Country on Friday 18th May 
Our OAGS participants performed brilliantly. The carnival atmosphere, school spirit and great food provided by the P&F 
was the perfect combination. The results speak for themselves. We had several first places and some very exciting close 
finishes. We look forward now to HICES and the next step up in this fabulous season of running events.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Jessica Willis 
Cross Country Coordinator 
 

Career Opportunities in Civil Construction 
  
Did you know that it is projected that there could be as many as two million new 
jobs in Australia by the year 2025. The Federal Government has identified the Civil 
Construction Industry as an area of significant growth during this time. On 
Thursday 3rd of May, Ms Kaylene Bosman from the Civil Contractors Federation 
and Mr Rex Wilson from Ted Wilson & Sons spoke to Secondary School students 
about career opportunities in civil construction. 
  
Travelling out from Sydney just to make this presentation, Kaylene spoke to our 
students about the different employment opportunities available, ranging from 

site supervisors, plant managers, surveyors, project managers, plant mechanic, and civil engineers. Students learnt about 
the types of construction projects they could be involved in and the different paths into those careers. Rex spoke 



                                       
passionately to the students about his own experience in the civil industry and the rewards and enjoyment he has gained 
from employment in the industry. 
  
Thank you for giving generously of your time to share your knowledge and experience with our students. 
  

Wood that Work? 
Last week at the Primary Assembly, Year 11 Design and Technology student Alicia Robinson handed over her finished 
project to Transition. 
  

                                                     
As part of a school assessment task, Alicia has designed and constructed a play area for our keen and energetic 
transition students. Constructed out of timber, the tent is designed for use in either an indoor or outdoor setting. Openings 
in the side of the tent enable teachers to see what is happening inside the tent, fulfilling duty of care responsibilities. 
There is a blackboard at the back to enable students to draw and help personalise the space to “make it their own.” 
Currently the tent is being used inside as a reading corner in transition. 
  
Congratulations Alicia on your terrific project. We look forward to seeing what you create next. 
  
Mr. Tim Brown 
Secondary Head of Welfare and 
Design and Technology Teacher 
 

 

Library@OAGS 

The Great Book Swap: During Week 5, from Monday 28th of May till Friday 1st of June, The Great Book Swap will be held 
in the library. This ties in with Reconciliation Week. The Book Swap involves students bringing along any unwanted books 
(in good condition) that they believe other students might like to read, placing them in one of the provided tubs, and 
paying a gold coin donation to “swap” out another book of their choosing. This is a great way to share books and also 
to help raise funds for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation. Students may start bringing along books for donation during 
Week 4. 

 

PRC: Congratulations to Erin Dewar, Marley Ash and Nate Lee, all from Stage 3, for completing the 2018 PRC thus far. I’m 
sure there are many more that are close. Please note that Kindergarten and Stage 1 students are completing their 
challenges in class with their teachers. For further enquiries, please contact Ms Karelle Taylor. 

 

MakerSpace:  Week 3 sees MakerSpace in the Library begin again. The first group, which will run all term, is the Lego 
Mindstorm Club. The second group, Drawing Club, will run from Week 3 till Week 6. The third group, a Construction/ Craft 
Club, will run from Week 7 to Week 9. Stay tuned for Term 3 offerings. 

 



                                       
Book Club: Issue 3 was due on the 16th of May. Once orders are processed, delivery is usually 7 -10 business days 
afterwards. Thank you to all families who participate in this. Points are accrued by the school to spend on necessary 
resources for the Transition and Primary Classrooms, which are much appreciated. 

Homework Club: A reminder that Homework Club is open on Monday afternoons from 3.15 till 4pm. There are many 
students who are waiting for siblings to finish team sport training that are more than welcome to attend the club. It is a 
great opportunity to get some Homework tasks completed at the beginning of the week.  

 

NAIDOC Week: This important week falls during the June July school holidays. However, Orange celebrates NAIDOC 
Week during November. During this week a NAIROC event is held where students from local High Schools and Primary 
schools perform. Each year a competition is held to create the NAIROC promotion poster. Josh Wheeler (Year 4) won 
this last year. Stage 2 and Stage 3 students are invited to enter the competition again this year. See your child’s classroom 
teacher or Ms Karelle Taylor for details. 

Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 
 
 

LEAP@OAGS 

LEAP was launched at OAGS this week with an 
information session for students selected to 
participate in the program and their parents.  

Two key elements are at the core of LEAP; 
visible learning and mentoring. Visible learning 
is based on meta-studies conducted by John 
Hattie into the maximisation of student 
learning. As such, LEAP has integrated aspects 
from this study such as, critical evaluation skills, 
collaborative learning and that it is ok to “fail”. 
The mentoring aspect of the program is 
twofold with secondary staff members being 
selected by students in the LEAP program to 
guide them on their academic journey and 
Year 9 and 10 students mentoring Year 7 and 8 students in subjects that require improvement. Through this process of 
mentoring students are encouraged to self-reflect and develop a set of personalised learning goals to help them 
achieve mastery across all subjects undertaken. These can consist of things such as, improved time management, the 
submission of drafts and being proactive in asking questions. However, by themselves these learning goals can be 
difficult to achieve which is why students are required to articulate why they have the learning goal and how they will 
achieve it.  

To conclude the launch of LEAP, students and their parents worked to complete a siege engine made of a range of 
household items to successfully launch a ping-pong ball into a medieval keep. 
Those who were successful gained points that will contribute to their overall score 
in the program. An honourable mention goes out to both Rhys and Tobias 
Johnston who successfully laid siege to the castle.  

Mr Luke Simkins 
LEAP Coordinator and Teacher of HSIE 

 



                                       

 

Over the last weekend of the Easter holidays 11 
OAGS high school students teamed up with students 
from Kinross Wolaroi School to head up to Katoomba 
for a great weekend at the KYCK Christian youth 
conference.  

 
Katoomba turned on its winter best with fog and 
drizzle but there was no dampening the spirits of the 
more than 2000 youth gathered together to learn 
from God’s word, praise Him in song and encourage 
each other to follow Jesus. 
The theme for the weekend was Out of this World 
and 3 engaging speakers led us through 1 Peter as 
we explored living as aliens and strangers in this world. It can be hard to follow Jesus when that means living differently 
to the world around us but we were encouraged that this is for God’s glory, our good and blessing to the whole world. 

 
We also enjoyed a chilled out lunch in Leura (including the essential visit to the lolly shop), racing through the ninja warrior 
course, sumo suit battles, a silent disco, massive jenga, live music and more. 
In 2019 we hope to take an even bigger group so keep an ear out at the end of this year for your chance to come 
along.  
And in the meantime come along to the senior school Christian Group which meets every Wednesday lunch time in C9. 
Everyone is welcome - bring your lunch, build friendships and be 
encouraged as we learn and grow together. 
 
In Junior Chapel this term…  
Throughout Term 2, infants and primary students are exploring the work of 
the Holy Spirit in the hearts of those who trust in Jesus. What wonderful news: 
God not only saves us from sin and death but He also transforms our hearts 
to love like His!  
 



                                       
Each week we explore a specific virtue that the Holy Spirit nurtures in our hearts as we grow in maturity in Christ. While 
not an exhaustive list, these virtues are most famously captured in Galatians 5:22-23. Maybe you could make this the 
memory verse in your house in the coming weeks?  
 
If you’d like a really catchy version look for the song To Be Like Jesus by Sovereign Grace Music. (Warning - it’s likely to 
be in your head for weeks to come!) 

 
In Junior Christian Studies lessons this term… 
Do you find it easy to trust God? When things in life get complicated and painful, can 
we still trust God? In Christian Studies throughout Term 2 we are exploring what it 
means to trust God - in the good times and the bad. We’ve had some fun doing trust 
falls in class and have learnt that trust can take different forms but that 3 big areas in 
which we exercise trust are in trusting someone else’s: 
 
• Knowledge 
• Ability 
• Heart 

 
Each week we will be examining a character in the Bible who has trusted God. They are people from all sorts of 
backgrounds and in all sorts of situations but the one constant is that God knows their deepest needs, He has the ability 
to act to achieve His good purposes and His heart is overflowing with love. God truly is worthy of our trust! 
 
Jesus Over Lunch Time (JOLT) 
This term at JOLT we are having lots of fun with games, activities, prayer and learning from the Bible. Our big idea for the 
term is OUR AWESOME GOD! Each week we are thinking about a different characteristic of God and getting to know 
our amazing God even better. 
Come and have fun, learn and make friends every week: 
K-2: Thursday Lunch 
3-6: Friday Lunch 
 
More on the senior school next time… 
But for now, here’s an overview: 
Senior chapel - The Lord’s Prayer. We pray it all the time. We may even have it memorised. But do we really understand 
what it is we’re praying? Week by week in Senior Chapel we are looking at what it is Jesus wants us to pray when we 
talk to our loving heavenly Father, one line at a time.  
Christian Studies - Term 2 
Year 7 - The life of Joseph - “You planned evil against me; God planned it for good...” Ex 50:20 
Year 8 - The Death and Resurrection of Jesus: historical fact or flight of fancy? 
Year 9 - Christian Ethics: living well in a broken world 
Year 10 - Faith and Life: when the rubber hits the road 
 

Mr Steve Thompson and Miss Christine Clissold  
Chaplaincy Coordinators 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The P&F will meet this Thursday, 24th May at 7pm and would like to welcome all newcomers and 
existing members. If people have anything they would like raised could they please send it to me 
for noting in the agenda? Please direct all correspondence to 
oagspandf@gmail.com 
 
You can also follow us on Facebook @OAGSP&F  https://www.facebook.com/oagspandf/  
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New Canteen Ordering 
System is here! 

  
Orange Anglican Grammar School is constantly on the lookout for new ways to make your 
interactions with school more convenient. That is why we have engaged Flexischools, Australia’s 
leading school payment system, to provide a new cashless way for you to pay for your canteen 
orders. 
  
Order and pay for canteen orders online with Flexischools online ordering… 
  
Flexischools is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for Canteen orders from home 
or on your mobile. Flexischools makes our canteen available to you 24/7 
  
·         Parents set up a Flexischools account online and pre-load the account with funds. 
·         Parent can use the funds in their account to order and pay for a range of services online 
·         Parents can view their orders online and can set a daily spending limit. 
  
Get Started with Flexischools… 
  
Set up an account for online ordering… 
  
You can set up an account online – it only takes a minute.  
1.     Register for Flexischools by visiting www.flexischools.com.au.  Add your student, their school 

and form class to get started. 
2.     Top-Up your account via Visa, Mastercard, PayPal or direct deposit. 
3.     Make an order by selecting from the range of options made available by your school and 

proceed to make payment for the order listed in your order pad. 
4.    Review Orders by logging back in to your Flexischools account. You can set recurring orders, 

view transaction history or cancel orders via your Flexischools login. 
  
All orders must be placed by 9:30am on the day the order is required. The canteen menu will 
continue to be emailed on a weekly basis so that you are able to see what the meal packs are 
offering on any given day. Cancellations can also be made prior to 9:30am on the day of the 
order.  
  
What does it cost? 
  
Online Canteen Ordering Fee -  $0.29 per canteen order 
  
Account Top-Up Fees -            Direct Deposit (2-3 days) - Free 
                                                 Credit Card/PayPal Surcharge (immediate) $0.15 + 1% 
 

 
 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  
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Parent Information Night 
  

Dianne Gill from the Rural Adversity Mental Health Program (ramhp) 
will present a free Community Support Skills/Mental Health Education 

course on 13 June 2018. 
 

This 1.5 hour training course will cover: 
·         Signs that someone may not be travelling well 
·         Finding and providing help 
·         How to look after your mental well-being 
·         How to help someone at risk of suicide 
·         How to have a conversation with someone you're worried about 
·         Cyber-bullying awareness/information 
·         and more.... 

When: Wednesday 13 June 2018 - 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
Location: OAGS Media Centre 

Cost is free. Please RSVP to natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au 
by 11 June 2018 

 
 

 

 
Camp Australia Information 

Session 
 
Mark Bohan, Partnerships 
Manager (NSW/ACT), will be 
onsite and available to discuss 
recent changes, feedback 
and any questions parents 
have regarding the 
Before/After School Care 
service.  
 
This information session will be 
held from 5pm on Friday 24th 
of May in C9.  
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