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NEWSLETTER            
8 March 2019 
 
From the Headmaster….  
 
Year 11 United 
The last two years of a student’s formal education can be fraught 
with difficulties and challenges. The Preliminary (Year 11) and HSC 

(Year 12) years are amplified with 
anxious moments in full view of 
individual and family expectations, 
coupled with the pressures of a 
packed curriculum, assessment and 
rigorous examination.  
 
Last night we gathered to celebrate 
our Year 11 students as they 
commence their Preliminary and 
HSC Years. They, and we, are ready 
for the challenge. Ready to take on 
whatever comes our way. 
 
‘How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!’ Psalm 133:1 
 
 

Psalm 133 reminds us of how good it is 
when our School community is united, 
working together in all things. This 
allows us to be of one mind and 
purpose, working together for the 
benefit of our students, parents and 
staff. Our Year 11 students are 
positioned well for success, they know 
that they are loved. Loved by their 
family, loved by their community and 
loved by God. They have an amazing 

network of support to protect them and guide them as they meet their challenges 
head on. From their peers and friends, to counsellor, welfare team members, 
dedicated teachers and family. United we push on, confident. Confident that for 
each of our students, together we can secure success at the highest levels by any 
measure. 
 
 
Many thanks goes to Mrs Huntly, Mrs Jewell, Mr 
Simkins, Mr Hazelton and our Year 10 for making 
sure the night was seamless and successful. Thanks 
also to Mrs Hannelly for the amazing chocolate 
cake, Cass and Cafe Latte for the sensational 
catering during the course of the evening. 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please visit the live calendar 

on the Website  
 

Year 7-10 Camp 
Information Night 

13 March 2019 
 

Police Liaison Officer 
Presentation 

13 March 2019  
 

Year 12 English Excursion 
14 March 2019 

 
Netball Trivia & Movie Night 

14 March 2019 
 

Year 7 Geography 
Excursion 

15 March 2019 
 

K-12 Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

19-20 March 2019 
 

RYDA (Year 11) 
20 March 2019 

 
AIS Netball Tour 
22 March 2019 

 
SS AICES Swimming 

Carnival 
26 March 2019 

 
OAGS Athletics Carnival 

27 March 2019 
 

OAGS Easter Fair 
29 March 2019 
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Gone Fishing 
The Transition ‘Turtles’ Team provided me the most successful fishing trip I have ever been on. We managed to bag 
around 23 fish in a little under an hour. As quickly as our students from transition were pointing out the fish, Alice from 
Petbarn was hauling them in. Our Transition room now boasts a tropical aquarium with neons, guppies, mollies, catfish 
and…… a shark! The whole fishing trip went without a single snag. Thanks Turtles for a great trip out. I look forward to our 
next aquatic adventure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 
 
 
 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS ON THE MOMO CHALLENGE 
 
From the Office of the eSafety Commissioner: 
 
It is concerning when young people have been exposed to any content that scares them or plays on their emotions, 
like those reported via the Momo Challenge. Unfortunately, the Momo Challenge is not the first, nor will it be the last, 
harmful online “challenge” or phenomenon to target our children. 
  
Our research shows 81% of parents hand their child an internet-connected device by the age of 4, so active parental 
engagement and oversight of a child’s online activities is critical from the start, to help ensure they are prepared for 
what they may encounter. As young people often do not have the maturity or judgement to cope with confronting 
content online, it’s important to guide and instil critical reasoning skills, so they are aware that not everything they see 
or receive online is real. 
  
We encourage parents to co-view, co-play, ask questions about the games and apps they are using, and let them know 
you are there to support them if they are upset or uncomfortable about anything they see online.  
  
Five top tips to help limit your child’s exposure to harmful content online: 
  

• Engage in your child’s online activities – ask what apps, sites and games they’re using and make sure they’re 
age-appropriate 

• Use parental controls on devices to help limit what your child is exposed to   
• Let them know not everything they see online is real or true.    
• Help them report and block upsetting content they see on social media sites or apps.   
• Let them know they can come to you about anything upsetting they see online, and to contact Kids Helpline if 

they need further support.    
  
Parents concerned their child has been exposed to the Momo Challenge, or other upsetting content should: 

• Ask their child if they have come across or heard about Momo 
• If they have, ask how it made them feel 
• Reassure them they are safe and do not have to participate in the “challenge”  
• Let them know they can come to you about anything they see online that makes them feel upset or 

uncomfortable, and contact Kids Helpline if they need further support.    
  
Parents who are concerned their child may be susceptible to self-harm should be aware of the signs to look out for and 
know where to go for help – see more info here:https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/newsroom/blog/is-your-
child-at-risk-of-self-harm-or-suicide 
  
We encourage parents to visit www.esafety.gov.au/iparent for information and advice on keep your child safe online 
 
 
 
 
 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/newsroom/blog/is-your-child-at-risk-of-self-harm-or-suicide
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-the-office/newsroom/blog/is-your-child-at-risk-of-self-harm-or-suicide
http://www.esafety.gov.au/iparent


                                       
From the Sport Department 
 
Senior Boys Basketball@OAGS 2019 - Flashing signs of brilliance 
Some of our parents might have heard of the basketball player, John Stockton who played during the late 80’s and 90’s. 
While he was not revered for his stylistic choices, (he wore extremely short shorts), he was revered for his basketball 
fundamentals. He was a master of the pick and roll and still holds the NBA record for most assists (15,806), by a margin 
of over 3000, as well as most career steals (3,265). He is Hall of Fame inductee, an All-star multiple times and represented 
his country as part of the Dream Team in the 1992 Olympics. Not once in his career did Stockton bounce the ball through 
his legs or orchestrate a flashy spin-move or lay-up, his game was predicated on a high IQ and playing a fundamentally 
sound game. These are skills that our boys basketball team looked to emulate as we found ourselves in an early 10 point 
hole that we were never able to overcome as a result of too much flash and not enough fundamentals, ultimately falling 
15-20. 

There were a range of positives to derive from this contest however, most notably, our man of the match, Aaran Maxon 
who brought a well needed spark off the bench with his high intensity play, which sparked our comeback effort. Our 
vaunted zone defence also was key to our comeback as it led to successive stops during a decisive third quarter run in 
which we trimmed the deficit to two points. Harry Taylor went on a scoring binge and Jock Johnston chipped in some 
timely points during this stretch run as well. These two were set up time and again by the on point passing of Tim Phiri and 
Ryan Chirenje and was emblematic of the potential that this team has. Campbell Preston and Harry Buckland were also 
key contributors with their rebounding and defence that they turned into offense. If we can play the right way for four 
quarters, we will be an unstoppable force, unfortunately for us on this occasion we met an immovable object. 

Michael Jordan famously said, I fail over and over again and that is why I succeed, so too will this team rise from defeat 
to be a stronger more cohesive unit if they employ fundamentals over flashiness. 

Mr Luke Simkins 
Basketball Coach 

                          

 
 
All Schools Triathlon  
On Friday march 1st, 6 students from secondary school arose early to head to the International Regatta Centre, Penrith 
to compete in the teams event in the All Schools Triathlon Championships. The boys team of Jock Johnston (swim), Harry 
Buckland (bike) and Thomas Dale (run) were first to compete in the senior division and produced a fantastic team effort 
to take 33rd position outright out of a 
field of nearly 200. This was good enough 
to place them in 11th for CIS. The girls 
team was next to tackle the course with 
Charlie Watson (swim), Amy Fullwood 
(bike) and Jessica Curtin (run) 
combining to place 86th in the female 
division and take 40th position for CIS. 
The team was an absolute credit to take 
away and did themselves proud in what 
was a first for Orange Anglican 
Grammar School in the sport of Triathlon. 
Well done all! 
 
Scott Hazelton 



                                       
Hockey Gala Day  
On Wednesday the 27th of February, a group of 35 Stage 3 students attended the Orange Primary Hockey Gala Day. 
The day was very well organised and allowed students to experience hockey before the season starts. Students spent 
the morning being coached in hockey skills by completing drills in dribbling, safe tackles and passing. In the afternoon, 
the students split into teams to compete in a friendly afternoon of hockey games where they also had targeted 
coaching. The improvement from the beginning of the day to the end was impressive and the sportsmanship from OAGS 
students was visible to all. The students all reported they had a great day and that they are waiting in anticipation for 
the next one. 
 
Miss Capps 
Stage 3 Teacher 
 

         
 

Orange Running Festival 
Last Sunday morning OAGS entered two teams in the 5km Schools Challenge, one Primary and one Secondary. Schools 
are allowed to enter as many runners as they like, with a minimum of 5. The first 5 runners across the line have their times 
added together to give an overall team time. 

It was a warm day and by 10:30 am it was quite hot out on the course. Our runners met and headed to the start with no 
expectations. Some of the other school teams had as many as 30 entrants so our teams of 6 (Primary) and 8 (Secondary) 
were likely to be outgunned. All of our team members gave the run their best, some 
crossing the line completely spent. Although quitly confident of the depth of talent we 
have in running at OAGS, when the winners were announced we were all surprised to 
hear that the OAGS Primary Team had come first, by a mere 15 seconds ahead of 
Millthorpe PS, with Nashdale PS in 3rd. 

Congratulations to Blake Gleeson, Jocelyn Blair, Milla Jurd, Josh Hazelton, Lucy Martin 
& Isaac Lee. 

 

Our Secondary team also performed admirably coming 4th overall in the teams event, 
with Ethan Norcott setting a blistering time of 18:50, 14th overall in a field of over 700 
runners and 3rd in his age group. Our most impressive run was that of Yr 11 student 
Thomas Dale. Thomas ran the 5km in an extraordinary time of 17:05 which placed him 
4th overall and 1st in his category. Thomas was only 6 seconds behind a 3rd place 
podium.  

Mr Noel Annett 
 
 
LEAP@OAGS 
Aide-mémoire 
Aide-mémoire is a French term that has become absorbed into the English language, although it isn't especially old. The 
term is used to refer to notes, or memoranda, that are taken in order to jog one's memory, which is exactly what those 
in our junior LEAP programme did this week. 

They were presented with a story about the origin and history of Orange Anglican Grammar School and had to respond 
to a range of unseen questions. After each question was revealed, students had approximately five seconds to write 
down and reveal their answer. This was a winner-takes-all knock down elimination game in which students who came 
first, second and third earned points towards their overall LEAP score. 

The use of memory games and guessing competitions are particularly important for students. Slattery and Willis (2001) 
suggest, memory games “help children become familiar with new vocabulary in an enjoyable way”. Similarly, Wright, 
Betteridge and Buckby (1984) agree that memory games “challenge the players’ ability to remember”. 

Additionally, the use of guessing games can also enhance vocabulary learning, according to Al Zaabi. The guru of all 
things education, himself, John Hattie even weighs in on memory by stating that “speed of access in memory functions  



                                       
also predicts confidence and positive feelings.” Congratulations to those in Junior LEAP who performed admirably in 
their first challenge, in particular Mykayla, Blake and Bethany, who came first, second and third respectively. Secondary 
LEAP students also decided to test their memory in this challenge, with Brynn and Mark fighting it out for first place, with 
the former ultimately being victorious. An honourable mention goes to Adelaide who placed third. If you would like to 
test your memory too, here are the questions that were posed to our students (spoiler alert: answers to follow questions 
in chronological order): 

1.     Who is OAGS’ current Headmaster? 
2.     Who is OAGS’ current Deputy Headmaster? 
3.     Who is the Director of Teaching Innovation and Learning? 
4.     Identify the current name of the lane on which OAGS is located? 
5.     What Orange landmark is located on the OAGS school crest? 
6.     What constellation do the stars on the OAGS crest represent? 
7.     On the school crest, the three circles stand for what? 
8.     What type of religious faith is OAGS? 
9.     How many hectares is the OAGS site? 
10.   OAGS was opened in what year? 
11.   Which peculiar science subject was originally offered by the school? 
12.   What was one of the two languages offered by the original school? 
13.   How many students will OAGS be able to accommodate at capacity? 
14.   What street in Orange was the church of the original school located? 
15.   How many schools are part of The Anglican Schools Corporation network in NSW? 
16.   What was OAGS originally called? 
17.   What year was the school originally founded? 
18.   What was the name of the school’s first Headmaster? 
19.   The school motto, “Seek the Truth” comes from which bible verse? 

Answers: Reverend Louis Stringer, Mr Scott Hazelton, Mr Robert Watts, Murphy Lane, Mount Canobolas, Southern Cross, 
Father Son Holy Spirit, Christian (Anglican), 10, 2007, Botany, French and Latin, 700, Anson Street, 20, Trinity Grammar 
School, 1924, Mrs Howe, John 14:6 

Mr Luke Simkins 
Coordinator of LEAP 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Visit from Aura Go 
Stage 5 Elective Music hosted a visit from renowned pianist Aura Go on Tuesday. 
Aura spoke to the class about her path to life as a professional musician and 
about her visit to Orange for performances and workshops with Musica Viva.  
Aura performed a work for the class by Finnish composer Einojuhani Rautavaara 
which was full of musical colour and tunes from the Finnish folk tradition. She then 
had a discussion with the class about their musical aspirations and experiences. 
Aura will be returning in May and is looking forward to hearing some of us play for 
her. 

Mr Noel Annett 
Secondary Music Teacher 
 

 



                                       
Ukulele Ensemble - change of day 

Due to popular demand, the stage 3 ukulele ensemble has been moved to Friday 
morning at 8:30 in C10. Please fill out this form to register. Places are limited to 12.  

 
Mrs Priscilla Colgan 
Music Teacher 
 

 

CLICK HERE to learn an instrument at OAGS. 

 
 

Transition@OAGS 
Transition students have settled well into their new routines and are demonstrating that they are a wonderfully caring 
cohort. Over the past few weeks we have had a turtle visit our class for the day, sparking lots of questions like: Where do 
turtles live? What do turtle eat? How big is the biggest turtle? We have made fluffy slime, cooked and eaten  scones 
and welcomed Stage 3 Wombats to the Transition playground as they performed Wombat Stew for us.  We have been 
working on our cutting, counting, letters and pencil grip, as well as shared lots of stories and enjoyed playing outdoors.  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uIDRD65dBHtrxN7TWghapwV6piO7WN0JQoZxCKw98rM
https://goo.gl/forms/hmTzEe8NSfbUG7563


                                       
Welfare@OAGS 
SECONDARY PASTORAL CARE PROGRAM 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
entleness and patience.  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” - Colossians 3: 12 – 14 
  
To have “good” character involves promoting virtue, responsibility and caring, based on Christian Values. At Orange 
Anglican Grammar, our Pastoral Program this term is focused on building and strengthening character and friendships. 
Challenge is an inevitable part of life and we hope that by fostering the virtues of loyalty, empathy, friendship, integrity 
and authenticity our students will leave school with a strong sense of purpose. They can then always consider the needs 
of others above their own, owning a strong sense of self 
to have the moral courage to stand up for what is right. 
  
Each week, students from Years 8 and 9 have, and will 
continue to be, engaged positively in purposeful 
activities aimed at promoting positive relationships with 
others. Activities are focused on connection and 
belonging – all with a strong foundation of values each 
student holds dear. This has been run enthusiastically by 
Year 10 – 12 students, who also lead group reflections 
after each activity in order for students to see the 
relevance of each exercise. Activities have involved 
building Jenga Towers, completing “Personality Treasure 
Hunts” , building straw towers and creating human knots 
to name but a few. All activities have reflection time 
aimed at fostering the values of respect, kindness and 
empathy. This is then supported with time spent with their 
pastoral care teacher, who leads a discussion based on 
the theme for that week. 
  
It is wonderful to see our senior students taking a stand and leading these activities. It is hoped that Pastoral Care time 
will continue to encompass opportunities for development in leadership, values, life skills(social and emotional) and 
service learning. 
 
Mrs Karen Huntly 
Leader Secondary Welfare 
 

 

 

 

The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence (NDA) is on next Friday March 15th. Our whole school will unite 
in their message to  

It is a day that we encourage our entire school school community to stand together against bullying and violence. 
OAGS is getting set to bring this event to a whole school assembly on Friday 15 March 2019. 

For the 2019 NDA the OAGS community will pledge their commitment to say Bullying. No Way! and put our anti-bullying 
strategies in the spotlight by involving our students and the wider community in our whole school event, to be run by our 
senior student leadership group.. 

Planning is already well underway to ensure a successful NDA at OAGS, so keep a look out for how you can get involved 
with our NDA event. I encourage everyone to visit The Bullying. No Way! Website to see how people all over Australia 
are getting involved and contributing to a NO bullying and NO violence school environment. 

 



                                       

 
 
 

Alinta Winter Fittings: 

Saturday 16th March (9-12pm) and 23rd March (2-5pm) 2019.  Fittings will be by appointment only.  Please go on to the 
Alinta Website, register (if you have not already done so) and make an appointment. Alternatively, you can drop in to 
uniform shop and Emma will book appointment for you or email or call the shop to secure your fitting time. 

If students require a blazer they will need to go to the uniform shop and get measured so that the appropriate size can 
be ordered in.  

Alinta Secondary sport caps are now back in stock.  
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