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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
1 November 2018 
 
From the Headmaster…  
  
Surveying future success 
 
What a busy and rewarding start to the final Term of 2018; the 
weather is beautiful, our students are thriving and our grounds 

are looking delightful, given recent rain. Semester One of 2018 saw a staggering one 
hundred and two new students join OAGS. This second semester saw a further fifteen 
students join us in Term 3 and a further six students have already signed up for Term 4. 
An amazing 123 new students and counting! The excitement builds as new students 
bring great new facilities and staff to OAGS. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their support in completing the recent emailed 
surveys drawing parent feedback on the possibility of an Army Cadet Unit at OAGS 
and languages. Female student 
uniform options have also been 
surveyed amongst Secondary 
students. We are currently analysing 
the feedback for future response 
and action.  
 
Overwhelmingly, 85% of parents 
surveyed on the value and 
possibility of an Australian Army 
Cadet (AAC) Unit at OAGS replied 
with a resounding ‘Yes’, whilst 10% 
thought ‘Maybe’ with some requests for more information. That being the case the 
Commander of NSW AAC Brigade Colonel Brendan Casey visited OAGS today to 
announce that a new Cadet Unit, namely 252 ACU Orange, has been approved. An 
information evening will be held on Tuesday 27 November from 6pm in the OAGS 
Media Centre for those who are interested or would like to know further information.  
 
The recent rainfall, while wholeheartedly welcomed, unfortunately set our building 
project back briefly. As of Wednesday 31st, half of the concrete slab had been 
poured which ought to see the steel superstructure go up in the weeks ahead. We 
look forward to having this Creative and Performing Arts and Sports facility open and 
available for use in the New Year.  
 
We are over a week into the HSC Examination period and I have to say that regardless 
of the overall outcomes I am so proud of our Year 12 Class of 2018. They have taken 
this stressful period in their stride and shown commitment to supporting each other 
right through to the end. Please continue to pray for these students as they tackle 
their final few exams and prepare to put their pens down for the final time at our 
School.  
 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important 

dates please find the live 
calendar on the Website: 

http://www.oags.nsw.edu.a
u/notes-info 

 
P & F AGM 

1 November 2018 
 

Kindergarten Orientation 
7 November 2018 

 
Grandparents Day 
2 November 2018 

 
Dudley Debating 

Competition 
7 November 2018 

 
Finale Music Concert 

8 November 2018 
 

P & F Second Hand Clothing 
Store 

8 November 2018 
 

Stage 1 History Excursion 
9 November 2018 

 
Year 7 Orientation 
15 November 2018 

 
OAGS Community 
Christmas Carols 
4 December 2018 

 
Year 6 Celebration 
10 December 2018 

 
Presentation Night 
12 December 2018 

 



                        
On the ‘other side of the coin’ we were blessed to welcome our Kindergarten Class of 2019 to their first Orientation Day 
on Wednesday. With excitement and only slight trepidation, the children entered their classrooms for the first time, and 
had a productive day getting to know each other, playing and learning.  Thank you to all of Kinder 2019 families for 
choosing OAGS to take the first ‘big step’ into formal education. We are humbled to be sharing this 13 year journey with 
you and your children. We look forward to watching them learn, grow and secure success in everything they do.  
 
I would like to make special mention of our committed staff and parent volunteers who continue to support the many 
events and programs we have ‘on the go’ at OAGS. In just two weeks we have seen the commencement of Touch 
Football and Basketball seasons, the Parents as Partners Evening, The P & F Clothing store, The Middle School Disco, The 
Music Information Night, The Cyber Safety Info Session, The Wellness Evening, Kindergarten Orientation, The Australian 
National Field Days Trip and many more wonderful offerings! Without committed Teachers, Support Staff and our many 
invested student and parent volunteers, it would be impossible to offer such varied opportunities to our students. My 
deepest gratitude to you all. I hope to be able to thank many of you in person, who I know will be on-board this coming 
Friday for Grandparents Day, a ‘premiere event’ in the OAGS calendar every year.  
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 

 
June Graham Hockey Gala Day.  
 
 
On Tuesday October 30th, a group of Stage Two and Three students 
attended the June Graham Hockey Gala Day along with Miss Capps, 
Mr Lipscomb and Mrs Fowler. It was an extremely well run day with 
many other schools in attendance. 
 

There was a mixture of experienced players and first timers amongst our students and we were so 
pleased to have enough participants to have 5 teams take the field - Stage 2 mixed, Stage 2 boys, Stage 3 boys and 
two Stage 3 girls teams - who played between 4-5 games each. 
 
All of our students encouraged each other, behaved with great sportsmanship and came away tired but happy after 
a fantastic day of hockey. This was capped off by Orange Anglican Grammar School coming away equal Runners-Up 
with Cudal Public School - quite an achievement!  
 
Mrs Lisa Fowler 

       

 
Library@OAGS  
 
PRC 
 Certificates for those who completed the Premiers Reading Challenge 
should arrive and be presented to students towards the end of Term 4. 
Students from Kinder to Year 2 will have their certificate included in their 
report folders. Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students will have their certificates 
presented during assembly, including the Gold and Platinum 
certificates.  
 
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher Librarian  
 
 



                        

Kinder orientation #1  
 

Wednesday the 24th of October 2018 was our first of three OAGS 
Kindergarten 2019 orientation days. It was a great day with lots of 
smiles all round.   
 
All current Transition students were given the opportunity to 
undertake the orientation programme, please note that some of 
our students pictured will be staying on for another fun-filled year in 
Transition.  
     

 

Primary Dojo Award Winners 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Stage 3 Colonial Day 
 
During Term 3, Stage 3 were studying the life and experiences of people who lived in Australia during the 1800s. History 
is a subject best taught when it is brought to life and for this reason we created the Stage 3 Colonial Day. 
Colonial Day was held on the 25th of September, and started with an obstacle course that contained a number of 
different questions based on their studies. The obstacle course was used to represent their travel to Australia. Once they 
had completed the obstacle course, students needed to build a model of their house. After recess the students were 
treated to some pottery and damper making. The day finished with the students making a video about people who 
lived during the 1800s, and then being awarded with a Certificate of Freedom.  



                        
It was great to see all of the students dress up for the day as colonial Australians. All students thoroughly enjoyed the 
day, with many mentioning that it was the highlight of their year. 
  
Mr Kyle Palmer 
Stage 3 Tonga Teacher  
 
 

 
 

Japanese Language News 
 

Osaka Earthquake Appeal  
During term 3 we raised money for the Osaka Earthquake Appeal through 
bento lunch orders. The city of Osaka was hit by a large earthquake on the 
18th of June, just before our Japanese exchange students arrived at OAGS. 
The students were from Osaka and located about 20km from the epicentre of 
the earthquake. We raised close to $500 and donated this money to the 
Japan Red Cross. Thank you all for supporting this cause. The students enjoyed 
their lunches plus, it was a healthy lunch option too! 

 
Education Perfect Regional Language Competition 
Charlie Watson Yr 10, participated in the Education Perfect Regional Language Competition and received a Silver 
Certificate for answering questions, obtaining over 2000 points.  
おめでとう Congratulations! 
 
Ushiku Cup Japanese Speaking Competition 
On Tuesday 30th October, several Japanese students will be participating in the Ushiku Cup Japanese Speaking 
Competition. This is a public speaking event and will be held at the Orange City Council Chambers. The students will be 
judged by a panel and one judge will be judging via Skye from Ushiku City. Ushiku is located in Ibaraki Prefecture in 
Japan, and is the sister-city of Orange. Other schools from the Orange region will be participating in the event. 頑張って 
Good luck to our students! 
 
Ms Andrie 
Japanese Primary/Secondary Teacher 

 
School Biosecurity Plan 
As part of our school community, students at Orange Anglican Grammar school are using plants and animals in the 
curriculum. Under the Biosecurity Act 2015, it is recommended that schools with a Property Identification Code (PIC) 
develop and use a biosecurity plan. The purpose of the school plan is to protect Australian agricultural industries from 
diseases and will develop an appreciation of the importance of biosecurity in students. 
The success of the school biosecurity plan relies on the actions of the whole school community and we seek your 
cooperation in maintaining good biosecurity practice. Specifically, we ask that you observe the following 
requirements: 
 

Come clean: 
·             Please ensure that you and your students do not inadvertently carry bio materials on or off the school site. 

This can be as simple as washing hands and ensuring soils and seeds are cleaned off shoes. 
Notify: 

·             Please let the school know if you are in a high risk agricultural industry that would prohibit your child from 
working with particular plants or animals. 

 



                        
·             Notify the school if your own plants or animals have an outbreak of disease. 
·             Notify the school at least 3 weeks prior, if you wish to bring animals onto school grounds to enable us to 

organise a meeting to discuss any requirements prior to any animal arrivals. For the safety of your own 
animals as well as the school’s animals. 

Observe: 
·                     Please observe the requirements of the school biosecurity plan and follow the direction of signage. 

  
We are fortunate enough to have animals at our school and for both their safety and the safety of our school 
community we need to together ensure that we all work to maintain our high biosecurity standards. 
Thank you for your assistance with maintaining good biosecurity practice on the school site. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me for more information or a copy of the school biosecurity plan. 
 

Leanne Ferguson 

Animal Welfare Liaison Officer/ Agriculture Teacher 
 

Jump Rope For Heart 
Even though it was pouring down with glorious rain on the 26th of September, it didn’t stop us 
from fundraising for Jump Rope for Heart. The whole primary school gathered in the Media Centre 
to watch each class perform their choreographed skipping routine. It was great to see how 
talented our students are with skipping ropes.  
However, the rain did stop the mini competitions from running, which were postponed to the 19th 
of October. Students enjoyed competing in a number of mini skipping competitions to win a 
number of different prizes. As a school we were able to raise $225.60 for the Heart Foundation.  
Thank you to all of the students who took part. They are all encouraged to continue skipping during recess and lunch, 
as it is an enjoyable way to stay fit and healthy. Thank you also to the Yr 6 Leadership Team who organised and ran the 
mini competitions.  
Mr Kyle Palmer      

 

Secondary School Honour Roll 

Congratulations to our latest Bronze recipients in the Secondary Honour Roll. Since the start of Term 4 the following 
students have been recognised during a Secondary Assembly where they were presented with their Bronze lapel pin. 
 

·        Claire Ferguson 
·        Isabella Kane 
·        Jackson Willis 
·        Oscar Watson 
·        Ryan Chirenje 

 

Exchange Student – Jessica Bennett  
Year 10 student, Jessica Bennett, leaves the familiar sights and sounds of the 
Orange district in a week's time and will travel to Canada as an exchange 
student. In Week 2 of this term, she was interviewed during assembly about her 
forthcoming adventure. Here is a condensed version of some of what she had to 
say: 
  

Where are you going on exchange Jess? 
I am going to Hazlet, a little village with a population of 106 people in 
Saskatchewan province, Canada. 
  



                        
How long are you going for? 
I leave on Saturday 3rd of November and will be over in Canada for 3 months. Yes, I will be enjoying my first 
White Christmas in Canada. I can’t wait! 
What do you do whilst on exchange? 
I will be living with my Canadian host family and will be doing the things that they normally do. Whilst everyone 
back in Australia is enjoying their Christmas holidays I will be enjoying my weeks going to school in Canada. 
What made you want to go on exchange? 
It was a spontaneous decision! I didn’t have a part time job, I wasn’t doing much in my free time and I always 
thought studying overseas would be fun so I decided (...after checking with my parents) to just go for it! 

  
We wish Jess all the best as she travels over to Canada. You will be missed. We hope you enjoy this experience of a 
lifetime. See you again in 2019. 
 
Tim Brown 
Head of Secondary Welfare 
 
Music News  
 
Congratulations to all of our students receiving AMEB music awards! We are proud of the way you have represented our 
school so well in your achievements.  
 
Thankyou to everyone who came to support our studio concerts last term. It was wonderful to see so many parents, 
grandparents, siblings, and other students coming to support our performers, many of whom were very nervous before 
their performances. Despite this they persevered through their nerves to present their pieces. It certainly is quite different 
to performing in your bedroom! Learning to perform is a very important skill, and these studio concerts are a safe place 
to develop confidence on stage.  
 
Special mention must go to the Jones family, who had 4 generations 
represented at Henry’s piano concert under the direction of Mrs Jo Lenton.  
 
Upcoming Performance Dates for your diary: 

Week 4: 
Thursday 8th November - Finale Music Concert featuring OAGS music 
ensembles. 6pm in the Media Centre. Free entry. 
 
Week 6: 
Monday 19th November: Emily Killen Strings Studio concert - Lunchtime in 
C10. 
Tuesday 20th November: Laith Ismail Reeds Studio Concert - Lunchtime in C10 
Wednesday 21st November: Bill Moxey Voice Studio Concert - Lunchtime in C10 
Friday 23rd November: David Shaw Piano & Flute Studio Concert - Lunchtime in the Media Centre.  
 
Beginner Music Programme 2019 
Thank you to the many parents who expressed an interest in having their child participate in the Beginner Band or 
Beginner Strings Programme in 2019. If you would like to enrol your child there are forms in the front office, or please 
email noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our performances soon. 
 
Yours Musically,  
Mrs Priscilla Colgan and Mr Noel Annett 

 
 
 
 
 

TERM 4 UPDATE 
 

We’ve started Term 4 with a bang! The final OAGS Wellness Night 
was well attended with over 70 parents and friends attending the 
Gut-Brain Connection evening where Dr Jo Braid, from Braid 
Health https://www.braidhealth.com.au/ and Dr Bianca 
Newcombe from Bianca’s Kitchen, @BiancasKitchenVinegar 
spoke about the importance of gut health to our physical and 
emotional well-being as well as the impact of gut function and diet on our brain and behaviour.  
 



                        
 
A big thank you to Felicity Harris from the P&F catering team for co-ordinating the delicious and nutritious array of food 
on the night, our treasurer Michelle Oh for welcoming people at the door and coordinating the receipt of tickets, Alicia 
Blowes for initiating and driving the Wellness Night, and Rev Louis Stringer who provided a warm welcome and 
introductions, and for supporting this initiative together with the P&F. Thank you to everyone who came and made this 
night a success! 

The final P&F meeting for the year is also our AGM. This will be held at 
7pm, MC5, Thursday 1st November. There are three positions now 
available on the Executive: President, Treasurer, and Secretary. Please 
email oagspandf@gmail.com for further information about the roles 
and what might be involved. We thank our President, Lucinda Bradford, 
and Treasurer, Michelle Oh, for their enthusiasm, time, and friend raising 
. It has been a wonderful opportunity to form new friendships and 
meet other parents – get involved any way you can! We will start to 
more actively recruit volunteers to the P&F later this term and into 2019 
– the aim of the P&F is to facilitate and maintain a sense of community 
within the school and to promote our wonderful school community to 
others. Signing up to the P&F is as 
simple as providing your name and 

email address to one of the Executive, or to oagspandf@gmail.com. Please let us know 
what you enjoy doing most when you drop us a line (e.g. food prep, graphics, 
media/communications, event organising, helping with the Clothing Store etc)– we 
look forward to hearing from you! There is no set time commitment involved - you can 
help out with one event a year, or with anything you have the time available for 
throughout the year.  
 
The Clothing Store has been very successful this year and has a team of committed 
volunteers making sure everything runs smoothly – thank you to Annette Brown and Sue 
Lee for looking after this! We are in need of more donations however and will do small 
repairs on garments if needed. You can drop clothes into the front office or contact 
oagspandf@gmail.com for any queries if needed.
 

Grandparents’ Day is fast approaching! Friday 
2nd November. The P&F will be helping out with 
morning tea – if you’d like to volunteer to help 
out with the tea, coffee and scones please drop 
us a line  oagspandf@gmail.com  
P&F also have some things planned for the 
Carols on 4th December – again – if you’d like to 
help out in any way please send us an email… 
We look forward to seeing and meeting you 
over this busy term!! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
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