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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
13 November 2020 

From the Deputy Headmaster….  
  
In Flanders fields the poppies blow, between the crosses, 
row on row.  
 
As someone who has spent most of my working life in and 
around schools I am used to the various ceremonies 
and events that make up the usual school calendar. 
I was caught off guard somewhat last Wednesday 
when we gathered as a full school to 
commemorate Remembrance Day together. 

Although I always approach such events with sombre respect, there was something very 
special about what happened at OAGS at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
this year.  
 
Perhaps it was the context of 2020? So many mass gatherings and special events cancelled. 
Who would have thought there would be no ANZAC day march to attend this year? And yet, 
as we stood in silence at the lowering of the flag as one of our own young men proudly played 
the Last Post there was a tremendous feeling of unity and respect. How proudly our Transition 

students displayed their poppy 
flowers on their puffed-up chests. 
How resplendent and disciplined were our Cadets, standing in 
formation ably lead by one of our own young women, Natarsha 
Linde (CUO). Major Nye’s oversight and planning meant that this 
was a most significant ceremony and one that landed heavily 
and meaningfully on all in attendance.  
 
Speaking of 
meaningful, despite 
a false start due to a 
storm front, the 
NAIDOC assembly 
was another 
occasion this week 
that drew us together 
in remembrance and 
celebration. Mr 

Macleay and Mr Reid formally unveiled the magnificent House banners while the assembled were entertained with some 
traditional dance and some not-so-traditional cake!  
 

http://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/
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Speaking of attendance, please be sure to read my most recent emailed letter detailing the continually easing restrictions 
on schools. Many of our much loved end-of-year events can now have parent attendance and I know how much it 
means to our students to have you attend with them. While Christmas Carols are still not possible, everything else is back 
on and I look forward to gathering with you all at various times over the next 4 weeks. First off the rank in celebrations is 
our Year 12 Valedictory dinner on November 25. In term 2 we strategically booked our venue in the hope that this later 
date would be an option for schools and as forecast we are able to celebrate the class of 2020. It will be a fantastic event 
for the graduates and their families.  
 
Have a restful weekend,  
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 

 
LEAP 
 
As a part of the LEAP programme we have been investigating the 
brain; it’s different functions and how memory works. Our hope 
from this investigation is having a better understanding of how the 
brain functions and so we may be able to implement strategies 
to best utilise our brains and commit important information to 
memory, thereby improving our overall academic achievement. 

We have been considering different techniques to best use our working memory. To best 
understand the brain it was decided a brain dissection would be most helpful. All LEAP students 
across the school worked together to dissect a brain and discover the different structures, 
locations and their relationships to each other.  
 
Ms Kelly-Ann Sackey and Mrs Dimity Walicki 

 
 
Ag News - Plan Bee  
 
These lovely Year 9 ladies gave up their lunch time to help Mrs Eyb prepare the Flow Hives for our new bee colonies arriving 
at the school soon. Bees are such an important part of our environment; they pollinate our plants and are at the base of 
our food chain to keep this world going. With world bee numbers in decline, looking after our populations through 
backyard hives is an important step in learning to care for our environment. These hives will be painted in house colours 
by our talented art teacher, Mr Keith Mcleay, and placed at the front of the school where we can have a house honey 
competition. 
  
The school is lucky to be working with Goldfields Honey and local apiarist, Mr Sam Lockwood, to ensure our bees stay 
healthy and happy.  Mrs Eyb is currently recruiting for the ‘Bee Team’ to care for the bees as an extracurricular activity.  
 
Mrs Sarah Eyb - Agriculture Teacher 

   
 



                                       
CHESS 
 
NSW Secondary Schools Western Region Championship.  
On Thursday 5 Nov the senior chess Team (Scott McGoldrick, Rhys Johnston, Archie Casey, Clay Perkins and Rebecca 
Kemp) played our final game in the Runners Up competition, with games played against St Johns College Dubbo. The 
result was a resounding success with 4 wins out of 5 games. It has been an “interesting” year with only one match being 
played face to face at the start of the competition, and the remainder remotely via computer. Hopefully 2021 will allow 
travel and opponents to face each other in person rather than via a computer screen! 
 
Weekly Chess.  
Attendance at the weekly chess on Thursdays has continued to be strong throughout the term. We have the regular 
players and then occasional visits by friends who come along to see what it is all about. 
 
Terry Nye  
Chess Coordinator 
 

Mathematics News -Australian Mathematics 
Competition 2020 (AMC) 

This year we had 46 students from Stage 3 through to Stage 6 enter the 
AMC in August. We had a significant increase in Year 5 and 7 students 
participating this year. 

I wish to particularly commend the two students who attained a certificate 
of Distinction. These students were placed in the top 20% of participants in 
Australia and over 30 participating countries. 

Year 6- Mykala Hazelton 
Year 9- Hayden Spedding 

Almost 40% of entries achieved a certificate of Credit or better. A summary 
of these students are listed.  

Students who received a Credit or better will be presented with their 
awards during assembly. All other entrants in the competition will receive 
a Certificate of Participation or a Proficiency Certificate by their class 

teacher.  I wish to thank the office staff for helping organize notes and entries, and Mr Paul Lipscomb for his assistance 
during the competition this year.  

Jane Keene 
Australian Mathematics Competition Coordinator 
 
CADETS - 252 ACU 
 
Unfortunately we had to cancel the onsite Bivouac scheduled for 7/8 Nov, as it was not possible to obtain the AAC 
approval before the event. Paperwork is usually submitted at least 6 weeks ahead to allow it to be checked and 
progressed through several layers, before being sent to Canberra for final approval by the Brigadier. After consideration 
of the timetable, other commitments and the lead time requirements, it was not possible to defer to another weekend 
this Term.  
Our focus is now on the Ceremonial Parade and Dinner (5 Dec) plus preparing the cadets that will attend leadership 
courses in January 2021. Planning is also underway for the 2021 year and submission of documentation for Term 1 events. 
Once finalised, the 2021 calendar of 252ACU events will be distributed to cadets and their parents.  
 
Captain (AAC) Terry Nye 
Admin Commander 

 
Transition News 
 
It has been an eventful start to our Term 4 exploration of living 
things. We have had a visit from Lucky the Lamb, with lots of 
frolicking around the playground. We are lucky to have 7 
chicks in our classroom and this is helping us develop our 
observation skills. We are waiting patiently, some more than 

others, for the possibility of more chicks hatching and joining our class.  
 



                                       
We also have some duck eggs in the incubator and the countdown is on. We have not only been looking at animals, we 
have planted some seeds and observed some of them sprouting. The students have also been wondering how plants get 
their food, so we have observed food colouring move through celery. Lots of wonderful discussions and curiosity shown 
by the Transition students. It has also been great to hear the children making links to their own experiences and making all 
sorts of predictions.  

  

                   
 
 
 
Library@OAGS 
 
End of Year Returns  
It’s that time of year again where Ms Taylor asks for all library loans to be returned.  

• Borrowing will cease at the end of Week 5. This means that returns only will occur in Week 6 and 7, and those last 
remaining days of Term 4.  

• This is especially important for those families who will no 
longer be with us in 2021.  

• Students in Year 12 should keep their texts for their HSC 
courses in 2021. All other Secondary texts must be 
returned ASAP. 

• Year 6 students should also return their orange library 
bags. 

Kinders in the Library  
This term Kindergarten students are studying the book “One 
Bean” by Anne Rockwell. As part of their learning, students 
decorated a paper cup, filled it with soil and planted a broad 
bean seed. They will track the growth of their bean using 
photography as well as writing an explanation of where bean 
seeds come from. Look forward to what is hopefully going to be 
a healthy bean plant coming home at the end of the year! 
 
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher Librarian 

         
 
 
 



                                       
Chaplain Chat  
 
As chaplain to both Primary and High School students, I was recently reminded about the importance of caring for our 
children in the online world. More than ever we are in a world where we need to take control of our online presence. 
We don’t realise it but sometimes even before our children are born they have a digital footprint when we may put an 
announcement of their upcoming birth on social media.  
So as well as our own online presence, we must work to be aware of our children’s online presence. Whether it is 
gaming, social media or even YouTube, we can work with our kids to be aware and increase their understanding of 
what their online presence is.  
The E-Safety Commissioner has some great resources about how to have conversations with your children and keep 
them aware of their online presence without feeling “controlling.” There may be a time where we have to “take control” 
of their online usage, but the more we have open conversations about online presence and safety the better we can all 
tackle the hard situations if they come.  
For more information please check out the esafety commissioner: https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/online-safety-
book 
  
James Esson 
Chaplain  
 

 
 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/online-safety-book
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/online-safety-book


                                       
NAIDOC Assembly and Celebration 
 
Yiradhu marang mayiny-galang,  
Ngadhu banhi-gulbarra Wiradjuri mayiny-galang, ngangu 
ngurambang-ga nginha ngangirra dhurinya gayi 
Yindayamarra-dhu mudyigaan-galang maradhal, nginha-bu girra. 
 
I would also like to pay my respects to elders past and present. 
 
In 1938, a national day of mourning was observed and in the following 
years, this day would continue on the 1st Sunday of July. In 1975 this 
day became a weeklong event and the acronym for the week comes 
from the national aboriginal and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee and this name was adopted in 1991. 

 
 

In Orange we usually celebrate this time in October as it is warmer than in July. This year though has been flipped on its 
head. NAIDOC week is a time for us to come together to celebrate the achievements of and culture of the Aboriginal 
elements of this great land. I encourage all of you to 
take ownership of this culture. Forget what you think 
you know and learn from those who live it every day. 
No longer are we divided, but we are one, united by 
the land. Aboriginal culture is as much yours as it is 
mine for we are all Australians.  
 
Throughout the year I have had the privilege of 
sharing my culture with you all and in Kindergarten, 
we have been learning language through story and 
language, culminating in written books.  
 
Mandaag guwu wudhagarbinya-gu 
 
Thank you for listening. 
 
Peter Reid 
 
Aboriginal Liaison Officer 
Orange Anglican Grammar School 
 
 
Year 7 to 10 Educational Experience 
 
On Thursday 29th and Friday 30th of October, students in Years 7 to 10 participated in an exciting two day outdoor 
Educational Experience. On the Thursday, students and staff left school early to participate in a full program of activities 
in Dubbo. Visiting the Old Dubbo Gaol, Royal Flying doctors, the Western Plains Cultural Centre and learning about native 
food, medicine and culture from a Wiradjuri Elder were all part of the day. The following day, the Urban Challenge came 
to OAGS and ran an exciting day of adventure activities that were designed to develop problem solving and teamwork 
skills, in a fun and engaging format. Both days were a great success and well received by our students in a year which 
has otherwise been characterised by cancelled activities. Well done students on being such great role models as we 
travelled about Dubbo and for your positive energy. I hope that the photos below do justice to the great time that was 
had by all. 
 

     



                                       

   
 

    
 

Year 7 2021 Orientation Day 
 
On the morning of Thursday 5th of November the Media Centre was a hive of activity as our new Secondary Student 
Leaders were meeting and networking our Year 7 2021 students together in readiness for what was going to be a great 
day of orientation. Many of the students were understandably excited and nervous at the start of the day but this quickly 
shifted to positive energy. Ably assisted by teachers and student leaders, our students participated in a variety of activities 
that help them to develop connections with each other. A significant aspect of the day's programme were experience 
lessons. This saw students engaged in a variety of activities in English, Art, and Food Technology as well as some terrific 
team building sporting activities. We look forward, with much anticipation, to the commencement of Secondary School 
for these students in 2021. 
 

    
 

       
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Head of School Welfare and Wellbeing 
 



                                       

 
Junior and Senior League Tag Gala Day  
Secondary students at OAGS waited patiently throughout 2020 to represent a team sport, until finally COVID restrictions 
were lifted during Term 4. These players who trained for two Rugby Sevens carnivals, a separate earlier League Tag 
competition and two Touch Football competitions were finally rewarded with some games of League Tag at Bathurst. 
Their persistence and patience paid off. Other schools who participated 
in the league tag carnival travelled from Grenfell, Kelso, Orange, Cowra 
and Molong.  
  
Under 14 League Tag Team 
The Under 14’s first game was against Henry Lawson High School-Grenfell 
and it started off at a blistering pace with Leading Try Scorer of the day 
and Coaches Award receiver Charli Hunter controlling the game from 
the back with two length of the field tries. She was unlucky not to get two 
more tries, only to be stopped just short of the line. Strong in defence 
during this game were Dhennise Bueno and Charlotte Roach. Workhorses 
in attack were Isla Stringer, Sharon Dawo and Josie Fuller who often made 
line breaks. 
  
The remaining games were against Kelso High School and Cowra High School. Despite their early success, they lost the 
next two games. The team put in a huge effort during these games to match the skilful players on the opposing sides. 
Special mention goes to the enthusiasm that Jemma Curtin brought to the team. Jem was a model team player, 
encouraging her fellow teammates before and during the  
game and showing her true sportsmanship towards the  
opposition in each game. 
  
OAGS had to be strong in defence for the remaining games, and improvements in this area by Snigda Kaipu and Leah 
Phiri allowed this to happen. Growing in confidence in attack were Bridget Watts, Annabelle Wrigley and Shanlei Christian, 
all making some impressive individual runs. Captain Holly Lane, was spotted a number of times around the field 
spectacularly breaking the line of defence. She deserved a try on many occasions but unfortunately came up short each 
time. Players Player and Vice Captain, Lucy Martin was successful in getting points on the board for her team against 
Kelso High School, with a dangerous left foot sidestep, wrong footing her opposing player on many occasions, to allow 
her to cross the line untouched. 

  
Senior League Tag Team 
The Senior Girls team had a tough run with no chance of a break, 
having no byes throughout the day. They were matched against a 
very well drilled Kelso High School, and unfortunately were unable 
to win their first game. Special mention goes to receiver of the 
Coaches Award, Jessica Curtin for her tireless effort in attack and 
especially in defence for the duration of the game, which would 
extend to each of the other games played throughout the day. 
Without Jess’s workload, the scores would have been much higher 
if she hadn't been present at fullback. Player’s Player and Captain, 
Lily Martin drove up the middle all day and was unlucky not to 
score.  
Vice Captain Kate McMaster delivered textbook perfect clean 
passes to set up her teammates in attack, and on top of this’ found 
energy to support her team in making multiple long runs through 

the games to be a real stand out in her team. Hannah Dewar directed the team around the field and backed herself to 
score a try with the team narrowly losing 2:1 to Henry Lawson High School from Grenfell. Hannah had an important role 
and in her league tag debut, she played above her level of experience with an impressive performance.  
  
Georgia Oakes was elusive in attack often confusing her opposition with her footwork. This, matched with the natural 
pace and competitiveness of Olivia Hazelton-Berry, made them a dangerous combination that linked well. Other 
standouts in attack were Sylvia De Graaff, Tamzin Hall, Storm Rapley and Ashley Squire. Strong defence from a determined 
Claudia Horan was followed by Trinity Radburn, Ella Stringer and Alex Windus to keep the momentum going for OAGS.  
  



                                       
It was an impressive start to the OAGS League Tag chapter with some great individual efforts, increased confidence and 
an improvement in skill level making the future look bright for the new players next year. The players can hold their heads 
up high, with only two players in each team having played a game of League Tag before. All players did their best in 
making their coach proud. I would also like to thank Mr Esson for assisting with the teams throughout the day. Finally, thank 
you for the work done by the OAGS admin team. The day wouldn’t be possible without their assistance and the work 
done behind the scenes. 
 
Mr Christopher Doyle 
PDHPE Teacher 

 
Ensembles Are Back 
  
It is exciting to finally have our major music ensembles back up and 
running. With social distancing in place we are, once again, able to 
rehearse. Trumpets, flutes and all the other wind and brass can join with 
the patient percussion to make music together. All of our groups are 
looking forward to the opportunity to perform at the upcoming CAPA 
Showcase, for many it will be the first public performance since March. 
  
Rehearsal times reminder 
Beginner Group - Tuesday before school 
Woodwind Ensemble - Tuesday before school 
Senior Concert Band - Wednesday before school 
Primary Concert Band - Thursday before school 

 
 

 AMEB Music Examination Results 
  
Music Exams have concluded and most of the results are in. We have a strong contingent of candidates, both 
instrumentalists and singers, completing anything from 1st grade all the way up to 8th grade. Students who take lessons at 
school as well as those who take lessons outside school are both represented (apologies if I missed anyone) below.  
2 students received High Distinctions, 7 Distinctions and 13 Credits. We are still waiting on a couple of results for guitar. 
This is an outstanding result for all of these students who have maintained their lessons through a difficult year of Zoom 
lessons, missed rehearsals and performances. They all deserve to be congratulated for their resilience and dedication. A 
big thank you should also go to their wonderful tutors. 
  
Pictured - Toby, Imogen & Rhys Johnston who all performed exceptionally well in Grade 6 Trombone, Grade 3 Flute & 
Grade 8 Clarinet 
  
Amelia Otukolo  Violin  Grade 2 
Andi Ferrito  Singing  Grade 2 
Ben Postma  Trumpet  Grade 4 
Bethany Baker  Trumpet  Grade 4 
Bridget Watts  Clarinet  Grade 4 
Calai Bunworth  Euphonium Grade 2 
Charlotte Johnstone Piano  Grade 3 
Charlotte Johnstone Violin  Grade 4 
Charlotte Meiring  Classical Guitar Grade 1 
Cherry Kaipu  Piano  Grade 3 
Ethan Petschel  Trumpet  Grade 4 
Genevieve McGoldrick Piano  Grade 1 
Harrison Baker  Classical Guitar Grade 2 
Holly Wilson  Trumpet  Grade 2 
Imogen Johnston  Flute  Grade 3 
Lucy Jurd  Singing  Grade 1 
Noah Smith  Trombone Grade 2 
Oliver Colgan  Saxophone Grade 5 
Oliver Hyde  Piano  Grade 3 
Oliver Hyde  Viola  Grade 2 
Olsen Kennedy  Flute  Grade 3 
Patrick Wright  Trumpet  Grade 3 
Rhys Johnston  Clarinet  Grade 8 
Snigda Kaipu  Piano  Grade 4 
Thomas Wright  Piano  Grade 1 
Tobias Johnston  Trombone  Grade 6 
 
Mr Annett & Mrs Colgan  
Music Department 

 



                                       
English News 

For Assessment, Year 10 were asked to rewrite scenes from Macbeth from a perspective other than Macbeth’s.  The results 
were outstanding! Here are a few samples from the group. 

Ms Catherine Stevenson 
English Teacher 

 
Scene rewrite 
 
Scene: Act 3 Scene 5 
Perspective: Hecate 
By Rhys Johnston 
 
Hecate, goddess of magic, queen of evil and mother of all the dark things that stalk the night, awoke from her timeless 
slumber. She looked around her cave, stretching her neck like a cat. It was illuminated in a dreary monotone by luminous 
grey fungi that made her skin look like old parchment that had been dunked in dishwater. She had been a creature of 

beauty once, able to seduce a man with a glance, but millenia spent marinating in her own dark power had somewhat marred her appearance. 
 
“Margaret,” Hecate hollered, her voice sounding like gravel that was screaming in pain. 
“Yes mistress,” the woman, Margaret, answered, as she appeared out of the shadows on the far side of the cave. She was a short woman, with 
curly, light brown hair that clung to her head. She did not look ancient, but she definitely was past her prime. She looked like someone's kindly 
aunt, not the kind of person that would be the servant of an ancient goddess. 
 
“Did anything particularly interesting happen while I was slumbering?” Hecate questioned her. 
“Not really, mistress,” she replied, “there were some major witch hunts in England. None of your witches were caught, they just burnt a bunch of 
hapless women. There wasn’t really anything else, except …” 
“What?” Hecate demanded suddenly. 
“Well,” Margaret began nervously, “there are some witches stirring up trouble in Scotland. Something about some prophecies, a coup and a civil 
war. They didn’t ask for permission before doing this. I just found out when I went to buy food, not an hour ago.” 
 
Hecate calmed her temper, eventually. The disobedient witches would have to be dealt with immediately. Their plan was definitely mischievous, 
but ill advised and definitely against protocol. All of her witches had to report to her before trying any such shenanigans. Fate was a delicate thing 
and letting mere mortals play with such powers was a terrible idea; she had learned that long ago. She found herself pacing, plotting and 
scheming, trying to make the best of an impossible situation. 
 
After a long time, Hecate called out to Margaret, “I am going out to deal with this problem.” 
“Yes mistress, is there anything you need in particular,” she replied. 
“No, I will just wear my cloak and bring my staff. You can have the rest of the day off.” 
“Thank you, mistress.” 
 
Hecate donned her cloak, which looked like little more than rags, yet it was what gave her clarity when peering into the turbid waters of the 
future. Her staff was the true masterpiece and the source of power for all of her witches. Without it, they were nothing. She strode stridently towards 
the shadows at the edge of her cave and her surroundings changed. It was not exactly teleportation, for she did not move, rather, reality simply 
shaped itself around her, letting her travel wherever she wanted. 
 
She found herself in a dank, damp moor, surrounded by mist and a fetid smell. She saw her targets silhouetted by flickering firelight, cackling and 
brewing a sickly concoction. Hecate glided over to her targets, not making a sound, a shadowy expression on her face. The tallest of the three 
witches spun, asking Hecate, “What wrong Hecate? Why the sour expression?”  
 
Hecate growled at the three witches, “Don’t I have reason to be angry with, you disobedient hags? How dare you mislead Macbeth about the 
future, without contacting me, the source of all your powers? I am the one who holds the strings of fate, who decides when evil things happen, 
but you decided to overstep your mark and decide for yourself. What’s worse is that you’ve done this all for a man who behaves like a child, who 
cares only about himself. He will abandon you at the first opportunity, but you can make things up to me.” 
 
Hecate smiled, fear radiated off the repulsive hags, like how heat radiates from a pot that contains boiling broth. The witch who first questioned 
her tried to stammer a reply, but no sound emanated from her lips. Hecate continued to the cowering hags, “In the morning, you can meet me 
by the river in hell. Macbeth will come to meet you there and learn of his destiny. You will bring your cauldrons and potions and I will spend the 
night ensuring that something terrible happens. I have much to do; I will test my means and work my magic to ensure that Macbeth will be tricked 
by spirits and illusions of my creation. He will be fooled into believing that he is greater than fate, that he is more powerful than death. As you 
should well know, if I have taught you anything, overconfidence is a man’s greatest enemy.” 
 
Hecate’s ranting was cut off by a voice in her head. “Mistress, you must come,” Margaret’s voice began. This was the new system that they had 
devised, where Margaret could speak to her telepathically in the case of an emergency. It was annoying at times, but useful. “I am being called,” 
Hecate told the disobedient hags, “I must go.” Hecate turned away, smiling under the hood of her cloak. The plan was a good one: mischievous 
and properly evil. Despite her rage, she had to admit that she was secretly quite grateful to her witches for bringing this situation to her attention. 

This was going to be very fun. 
 

Scene rewrite 
 
Scene: Act 5 Scene 8 
Perspective: Macduff 
By Scott McGoldrick 
 
I strode up the winding staircase leading to the now accursed ramparts of Dunsinane castle, my blood boiling with 

vengeance. As I ascended the final steps, I witnessed a figure shrouded in darkness, standing in a lake of crimson, the moonlight reflecting off its 
surface broken only by patches of black and gleaming silver. I could feel my heart beating ever stronger and faster in my chest as I drew my 
sword by instinct and with intent to kill. 
At this, I exclaimed “Turn around, you dog from hell!” My voice filled with pure rage stained by pain. 
 



                                       
The shadow began to speak with a terrifying calmness that sent a shiver down my spine; “You, Macduff, are the only man that I have avoided. 
However, you should leave for I am already guilty of the murder of your entire family.” 
 
A tear fell from my eye as the pain of my loss once more overwhelmed me, and almost rendered unable to speak, I uttered “Th-There is nothing 
that I have left… to say… to you… “ I moved forward, with increasing pace and determination, fueled by an insatiable hunger for vengeance. I 
swung at the tyrant’s head framed by shadow, but with a panther’s agility he evaded my blade, again, and again, as my blind fury drove me 
forward. With unnatural confidence, the false king tauntingly proclaimed; “Your efforts are fruitless. I cannot be harmed by anyone of woman-
born, for my life has been charmed.” 
 
“You and your charm can return to hell, for I… I am not of woman-born!” I expelled through gritted teeth as I watched the blood drain from the 
murderer’s face. 
 
Now ghostly, ghastly and gleaming in the moonlight he spoke with lost confidence, “Curse you, Macduff!” The tyrant’s eyes darted manically and 
his face contorted as he yelled, voice quivering with fury, “Those… evil creatures tricked me with their word games! I… I will not fight you!” 
 
I, sounding surprised for a moment at this response, found my voice soon consumed by rage once more, “Then surrender, coward! We will cast 
you into a freak show where everyone can gawk at you like the other deformed animals, and erect a sign with your picture that reads: ‘Come 
see the tyrant!’” 
 
The false king was lost in contemplation for a moment, if only for a moment, weighing his options. He chose to gamble. His voice, now imbued 
with a fragile renewed determination as hollow as a dying tree; crumbling and decayed, echoed; “I… will… not surrender, and be made to kiss 
the ground at Malcolm’s feet, nor be ridiculed by the common people. Even though the impossible has occurred against all odds, Birnam Wood 
itself and now you, Macduff, not of woman-born, I will fight until the bitter end. I will take up my sword one last time, and curse the name of the 
first man to cry, ‘Stop, enough!’” 
 
Year 7 students have been studying poetry, learning about the power of words can have to express ideas and feelings.  This is a taste of some of 
the work our students have come up with. 
  
Drift away 
  
Drift wood floats on a beach 
Words drift out of your mouth 
All we want to do is drift away like wood 
We drift away in our dreams 
But I can’t drift away like others 
To drift away you need to let go 
Wood can only last so long before it hits a barrier again 
We hit a barrier that we hit when we drift away 
All I want to do is drift away 
It is life 
  
By Lachlan Thompson 
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