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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
8 May 2020 
 
From the Headmaster….  
Securing Success in our Gradual Return 
As I considered the shaping of our teaching and learning experience in Term 2, I was struck by the 
relevance of our School key learning dispositions. We are RELATIONAL, we are RESOURCEFUL, we are REFLECTIVE & 
RESILIENT. These four elements promoted by our dedicated team of teachers and staff, have provided an agility and 
determination to meet every challenge. Success being made possible by a united and supportive community, willing to 
explore uncharted territory, well outside any previously experienced comfort zones.  
 
In this newsletter, Mr Hazelton rolls out the logistics behind the gradual safe return of our students and staff. But it is the 
relational, resourceful, reflective and resilient nature of our community that provides me confidence that we will journey 
this road map to recovery well. We will have to continue to adapt our plans and be agile enough to avoid any road 
blocks in the way of our children’s growth and development. OAGS has not missed a beat, has not missed a day of 
learning, and is determined to leave no one behind. Please read our Deputy’s directions on returning to school, knowing 
that a very dedicated team has considered carefully a safe return that will continue to prosper our children and keep our 
community safe. 
 
A world-shaking event such as the current COVID crisis can raise some big questions.  Life is short.  What is it all 
about?  Where does God fit into all this?  We want to give the adults in our school community an opportunity to take some 
time out together and explore some of these questions.  From week 3 onwards one of our Chaplains, David Whittingham, 
will be running a short course called Christianity Explored.  You can find a short invitation from David here. If you’d like to 
read up a bit more about the course you can find the course website here.  Let me encourage you to take up this 
important opportunity. 

Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 

From the Deputy Headmaster… 
 
The following information is designed to outline for you, the parents and families of OAGS, the measures we 
have in place to facilitate a smooth, safe and sustainable return to school over the next several weeks. 
These measures are current and in keeping with a broad range of guidelines from relevant authorities. I do 
apologise for the length of this documentation, however these are extraordinary times and as such we 

have gone to extraordinary lengths.  
 

Arrival to school 
Arrival to school at OAGS commences from as early as 8am and concludes at 9:05am with the last bus to arrive. Our 
current procedures around student arrivals to school organically provide a staggered arrival across the student body as 
a whole. Buses arrive periodically to deliver small groups of students, while the dual drop-off zones of kiss and drop and 
the secondary drop zone experience minimal crowding and run smoothly. Hence, OAGS is in a good position to accept 
students onto the school grounds in small, staggered arrival groups.  
 
Parents are reminded to drop off their children at the designated drop off zones. As per existing health guidelines, parents 
are asked to remain inside their vehicles and practice social distancing. All students from Year 1 to Year 12 are to alight 
from their car and enter the school grounds on their own  - no parents are to accompany their children on site and are 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqTLnyBJItk
https://www.christianityexplored.org/


                                       
asked not to congregate outside of the school to wait for students or socialise with other parents at this time. As is already 
Kiss and Drop protocol, parents are asked not to exit their vehicle.  
 
Parents of children in Transition and Kindergarten are invited to accompany their children onto the school grounds for 
drop-off if they need to. Please observe the signage at the school entry points, sterilise hands and observe social distancing 
measures when on the school grounds. Parents of our youngest students are asked to minimise the time that they spend 
on the campus as much as is possible and not to enter classrooms or other school facilities when dropping their child to 
school.  
 
Students will move directly to classrooms for Roll Call at 9:05am; there are no mass-gatherings for lines or assembly. All 
students and staff are asked to utilise the hand sterilisation stations at the school entry gates. 

  

Dismissal from school - ‘Stay in car process’ 
Only parents of Transition and/or Kindergarten may collect their child/ren from inside the school gates. Kindergarten 
parents are invited to now use the Transition car park if they wish (see map below).  
 
Students from Years 1-12 are not to be collected by parents from anywhere inside the school grounds. Students in these 
year groups will be escorted to the ‘Greet n Go’ zone at the top car park (cars), or supervised at the lower bus shelter 
(buses). ALL Parents who are collecting their children from the Greet n Go zone are asked to remain in their vehicles. We 
will have extra staff assisting with the collection zone and students will be directed to your car as you arrive at the collection 
bays. Parents are reminded that the upper-most collection bay (beyond the pedestrian crossing) will also be in use. Please 
proceed to positions in this bay as they become available from the convoy. 
 
During this phase of return to school, parents are advised that they must not meet their child/ren at the crossing or 
anywhere else around the campus. This would unfortunately compromise social distancing guidelines. Instead, all parents 
must join the convoy of cars and students will come to your car, under the direction of a teacher, as you reach the Greet 
n Go bays.  
Parents who are collecting ONLY high school aged children may wish to drive past the ‘Greet n Go’ bays and park in the 
upper car park and wait in their vehicle for their child to cross the pedestrian crossing and meet you at your car. No 
primary aged children will be permitted to cross to a parked car and parents of primary children must collect via the 
convoy of cars and ‘Greet n Go’ bays as outlined above. 
 
As a result of these changes, please expect delays, especially between the busy time of 3:20 - 3:35pm. Parents who are 
able to delay their collection until after 3:35pm are encouraged to do so in an attempt to reduce the volume of traffic at 
peak collection time.  

 
 

Travel to and from school via bus 
The school has sought a brief from local bus companies which details their increased hygiene practices in accordance 
with relevant health advice for the industry. These practices include (but are not limited to) 
 



                                       
a. Minimum twice per-day bus cleans 
b. Seatbelt and surface sanitation 
c. Increased signage and hand sanitation availability 

A full statement from Orange Buslines can be found at the end of the Newsletter for your reference.  

Before and After School Care (OAGSplus) 
The before and after school care programme continues to run in a largely unaffected manner. Parents dropping off and 
picking up students from this programme do so outside of school hours. As a result, there are minimal people on-site. 
Parents are asked to: 

a. Enter the school grounds via one of the accessible, signposted entry points and sterilise their hands at the 
available station. 
b. Proceed to the OAGSplus classroom to drop off or collect their child/ren. 
c. Observe social distancing to other adults as per current health guidelines and adhere to the signage on-site. 

Classroom practice 
Hand sanitiser is available in every classroom; students and staff have been briefed on the requirement to use it upon 
entry and exit of each class. There will be no sharing of personal items and teachers will welcome students at the door to 
sanitise hands on entry and reduce contact on handles. 
Staff and students will ensure strict sneeze and cough etiquette and tissues are available in every classroom. All classrooms 
will have cross ventilation and wherever possible air conditioners will be used only when necessary.   
Teachers will maintain safe distance from students when giving feedback. 
 
Teachers and students will adhere to a twice daily workspace sanitation routine; 

o Every classroom is equipped with 2 spray bottles of surface disinfectant, paper towel and bin liner bags 
o Every morning, upon entry and after the sanitation of hands, students and teachers use the spray bottles 

and paper towel to wipe down their own work desk/station.  
o This process is repeated upon the return to class after the afternoon break 

A rigorous clean of the entire campus by professional cleaners will be in place on a rotating daily basis which ensures that 
on average, every workspace surface is disinfected 13 times per week.  
 

Canteen 
The Canteen will be operational while observing strict health and social distancing guidelines. Students will congregate 
outside for food collection, observe social distancing as is possible and not engage in the sharing of food. Food orders 
must be placed using the Flexischools facility.  
 

Teachers 
As per current guidelines, adult to adult transmission is a higher risk in schools. As a result stringent social distancing and 
hygiene measures are in place to keep our teachers safe. This means that there are: 

• No staff common areas 
• Restricted staff common kitchen use 
• Staff meetings via Zoom 
• No more than 4 staff in a room at any given time, and only for the purposes of core teaching business, not social 

interaction. On these odd occasions, social distancing measures are in place.  
Thank you for taking the time to read this overview of our safe-work practices at this time. As stated, this is merely an 
overview of our far-reaching procedural documentation and should you need further clarity, do please reach out via 
Stacey at admin@oags.nsw.edu and we will respond to your enquiry. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
Library@OAGS 
 
Book Club Online 
OAGS will offer Book Club online for Term 2. You can view the Issue #3 online catalogue HERE (Links to an external site.) 

mailto:admin@oags.nsw.edu
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/


                                       
Please use the LOOP ordering function to limit use of cash and contact with Admin. Due date is  Friday 15th of May. Orders 
will be distributed to students upon arrival. If you are remote online learning, families will be informed via email with regards 
to collection options. 
 
PRC 
Congratulations to Veronica Lipscomb, Year 1, who is the first student to complete her PRC for 2020. Students in K-4 can 
access PRC resources in the Story Time section of their Canvas courses. Year 5-6 students will have this feature available 
soon. The due date for the PRC is the 28th of August. 
  
Ms Karelle Taylor  
Teacher Librarian 
 
Transition News 
 
We would like to send a big thank you to all our families, mums, dads, nans and pops that have made the home learning 
possible for the special children in their lives. This weekend though, If you click here you’ll find a special message for all the 
mums from their Transition children.  
Even though the children have been at home, we have managed to be very creative. Here are some of our recent art 
works.  
 
Self Portraits - fine motor skill pencil control 

 
 
Autumn colour pears inspired by Cézanne and Van Gogh 

 
 
Cutting skills inspired by Kandinsky 

 
Mrs Sally Drury  
Early Learning Coordinator  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdy2xIcW7S4


                                       

 
 
Secondary Wednesday Sport 
Some of our students have gotten creative with their Wednesday sport sessions. Week 1 of Term 2 students were given the 
task to create an obstacle course of equipment they had at home! Students used all kinds of things, from soft toys to run 
around to their cattle yards! Take a look at some of the creative obstacle course students created and enjoyed 
completing.  

 

 

 
 
Ms Lauren Della Ca 
Sports Coordinator  
 
 
 



                                       
Project Based Learning in the Primary School  
 
This term, our Primary students have been engaging with a range of projects through Canvas that have been designed 
to allow for more flexibility in the way learning is demonstrated. Each project encourages students to investigate, explore, 
question, explain, observe and record, with topics ranging from the weather and our environment through to Street Art 
and special places around the world. 
 
The idea of project-based learning is not new. It is a teaching and learning model that has been described for well over 
100 years in various forms. However, it’s principles remain largely unchanged. Project Based Learning is a rigorous, relevant 
and engaging education model that promotes self-directed learning. It makes learning relevant and useful to students 
by establishing connections to life outside the school gate, focusing 
on real world concerns and developing real world skills. Research 
has found that the essential elements promote deeper learning, 
greater engagement and higher quality work. Learning through 
projects assists to develop skills such as time management, high 
order thinking and risk-taking through learning. The fact that there is 
no one “right” answer also allows students to feel successful in the 
completion of their work and allows them the flexibility to 
demonstrate and present their learning in a variety of ways.  
 
Academically, project-based learning integrates content from 
across the NSW Syllabus by focusing on a driving question. To 
respond to this question, students may be required to engage with 
content from a variety of subject areas such as English, 
Mathematics, Science & Technology, Geography, History and 
Personal Health & Development. Research has found that when 
activities and tasks are more authentic to real life and linked to prior 
knowledge, a deeper level of learning can occur. By creating 
natural links across the curriculum, students are able to experience 
the content in more relevant and meaningful ways, enhancing their 
ability to build meaning and understanding. 
 
We look forward to the opportunities that our Term 2 projects provide for students. We can't wait to see the student’s 
completed projects and to provide them with the opportunity to showcase all that they have done. 
 
Mrs Jessica Willis 
Leader of Learning 
 

Christianity Explored   
  
Need some good news for a change?  A world shaking event such as the current crisis can raise big questions.  Life is 
short.  What is it all about?  Where does God fit into all this?  To help with this we would love you to join us for Christianity 
Explored. 
  
Who   The adults of our OAGS community  
What  An opportunity to explore some of these big questions and, as you do, 

find the best news in the world.  
When  Thursdays, 7:45pm from Week 4 onwards (21st May).  
Where  Your lounge room, via Zoom. 
How  Each week involves watching a couple of short videos with an 

opportunity for discussion and questions.  If you’d prefer to just listen 
that’s okay as well.  

Why   Because big questions need big answers.  
 
Watch a short video invitation to the course here.  See the course website here. 
To join or find out more information email david.whittingham@oags.nsw.edu.au 
or call me at the school. 
 
David Whittingham 
School Chaplain 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqTLnyBJItk
https://www.christianityexplored.org/Groups/276315/Home/CE_ORG/CE_ORG.aspx


                                       
 

 

MUSIC NEWS 
 

 

ANZAC Day - Music for Mateship  
 

 
This picture shows the wonderful effort by some of our fine trumpet players, keeping the ANZAC spirit alive at this difficult 

time. It’s not easy getting up before dawn, it’s even harder to stick a cold instrument on your face and play. 
Congratulations to all who participated. 

 
Music Lessons 
Tutors and students have been getting together for Zoom lessons and 
for most this has helped to maintain the lesson flow. As we move back 
to regular classes it is vital that you communicate with tutors about 
lesson times and where students will be. By week 5 it is hoped that the 
majority of lessons will be back ‘live’ at school. If you have any 
concerns about lessons or the return to school tuition please contact 
your tutor. 
 
Music Ensembles 
At this point in time we are unable to resume ensembles. As soon as 
we get the green light I will contact all those involved to let you know 
when we can start up again. Don’t forget to keep up your practice, 

make the most of the extra time at home to hone your musical skills. 
 
 
 



                                       
Online Performances 
Need to get your fix of fabulous live performances? Lots of companies all over the world are making their performances 
free to watch online while they are unable to perform for a live audience. This is an incredible opportunity to see world 
class artists for free in your own lounge room! www.whatsonstage.com has a live roundup of the best shows which are not 
to be missed! Opera, ballet, plays, music theatre - from David Walliams to Cirque du Soleil then around to Andrew Lloyd-
Webber! You’ll find something for everyone to enjoy.   
 
Mr Annett recommends the Tiny Desk ‘At Home’ concerts. You can watch one of his favourites featuring  John Fogarty’s 
concert here. He plays ‘Centre Field’ on a guitar made from a baseball bat. 
Mrs Colgan recommends joining Eric Whitacre’s Virtual Choir 6. Eric Whitacre is one of the world’s leading choral 
composers and the brains behind the original Virtual Choir. Sign up, download the music and get singing! 
 
Mr Noel Annett & Mrs Priscilla Colgan  
OAGS Music Department  
 

Primary Chapel News 

In Primary Chapel this term we are learning all about the kindness of 
God.  Kindness is at the very heart of God.  We’ll be exploring how He 
has acted on that kindness throughout history from beginning to 
end.  We’ll especially see the extent God will go to in order to be kind as 
we look at the life, death, resurrection and ongoing work of Jesus Christ. 

We’ll be saying goodbye to Mrs Edwards from the end of week 4 and 
wish her the best as she heads off on maternity leave.  Mrs Edwards has 
done a great job over the last few years making chapel a fun place to 
learn about Jesus.  To help fill the gap we’ve welcomed Mrs Priscilla 
Colgan to the team.  She is already using her creative flair in lots of fun 
ways!  This term we’re also joined by our puppet friends Blue and 
Flopsy.  They don’t always get things quite right but they’re always ready 
to learn.  As we wait for the current restrictions to ease Mrs Colgan, Mr 
Whittingham, (Mrs Edwards for a couple more weeks), Blue and Flopsy 
will keep making exciting chapel videos for all the primary kids to enjoy. 

David Whittingham  
School Chaplain 
 
Drama News  
In the midst of a pandemic we keep seeing our shops, parks and theatres closed, but the theatre is not dead and here at 
OAGS Drama students are keeping themselves busy and connected through their own creative work at home. Students 
have been writing, designing, filming and watching ‘live’ theatre.  
Currently the ABC are streaming productions such as Michael Gow's “Away” and David Williamson’s “Emerald City” on 
Iview. These are wonderful productions, for year 11 and 12 students. Andrew Lloyd Webber is also streaming one of his 
musical productions every week at 
https://www.youtube.com/theshowsmustgoon and the 
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre is also live streaming their productions 
at https://globeplayer.tv/. Needless to say that this international 
lockdown has awarded us regional areas access to theatre that we 
often do not have.  
I would like to congratulate OAGS Drama students on their 
commitment to exploring new ways of appreciating Drama and 
pressing on to engage with and complete exciting new projects.  
 
Mrs Rachel Crane  
Drama Teacher 
 
Pictured: Design for Matt Cameron’s “Ruby Moon” by Suzie Daugherty 
 
 

https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/stage-shows-musicals-opera-free-stream-online_51198.html
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/24/842977961/fogerty-s-factory-john-fogerty-family-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/24/842977961/fogerty-s-factory-john-fogerty-family-tiny-desk-home-concert
https://virtualchoir6.com/
https://www.youtube.com/theshowsmustgoon
https://globeplayer.tv/


                                       
Secondary English 

 

English is online! 

Mrs Mulligan and I have been busy over the last few weeks making sure students are able to access their work on Canvas. 
We’ve been getting really imaginative with our learning activities including film clips, creative writing and essay 
work.  We’ve also been working hard to make sure our Canvas pages are engaging and fun! 

Despite the challenges that COVID-19 has brought to our usual delivery of lessons, we are confident our students are 
working hard at home – we’ve been inundated with some amazing and creative work from across all levels.  

Year 10 has just concluded a study of the Hunger Games, their assessment was to convince President Snow (me) not to 
annex their district from Panem – bribes were aplenty!  

 

By Rhys Johnston 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 finished studying Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by creating Harry’s Scrapbook from his first year at 
Hogwart’s School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Josie Fuller                                                           By Sheridan McGoldrick 

With this level of creativity, we know English is in good hands with our students at OAGS! 

Miss Catherine Stevenson 
Secondary English 
 
 



                                       
Wellness Webinar 
 
OAGS Parents, Caregivers and your outside family and friends are invited to attend a free wellness webinar.  Mental health 
experts Melissa Theobald and Pamela Chetty will be joining me live to help provide you the most effective psycho-
education on the topics listed below as well as answer your questions.    
Details:  

• Webinar Topics - Sibling Rivalry & Loneliness/Grief 
• Date: 13 May, 2020 
• Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm (beginning with Sibling Rivalry and finishing with Loneliness/Grief) 
• RSVP: email natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au to receive the Zoom link 
• Please email through questions or issues you may like answered or addressed by Tuesday 12 May to 

natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au  
 
Webinar Panel Specialists: 
 

Melissa Theobald   
Melissa is an experienced Clinical Psychologist with over 25 years clinical experience working across a 
range of settings. Melissa started her journey working in both Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 
and in GP practices working with adults. She soon recognised the need for additional services across 
Orange and the Central West and opened a private practice 18 years ago.  Over time Melissa has grown 
the PsychSolutions service to include Clinical Psychologists, Psychologists, Provisional Psychologists, Mental 
Health Nurses, Social Workers, Speech Pathologists, Psychiatrist, Dietitian and a wonderful administration 
team providing services in Orange, Dubbo and Bathurst. 

Melissa is trained in and has expertise in a range of treatment models such as Cognitive Behavioural Therapy, Interpersonal 
Therapy, Schema Focused Therapy, Family Therapy, Brief Solutions Focused Therapy, Non-Directive Play Therapy, 
Parenting Training, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Trauma Focused CBT, Mindfulness, Dialectical Behaviour 
Therapy, EMDR and Neurofeedback.  

Pamela Chetty 
Pamela Chetty is an accredited Level 4 Counsellor and Supervisor with the Australian Counselling 
Association. She has more than three decades of international and local experience in counselling 
and education. Pamela has worked as a school counsellor, relationship therapist, educator and 
professional supervisor.   
Over the course of her training and career in counselling and education, Pamela has obtained a wide 
variety of experience working with children, youth and families, couples; and women from diverse 
cultural backgrounds. She has a special interest in working with relationship and couple’s issues; 

domestic and family violence; grief and loss; youth and family and life’s transitions. Pamela has trained teachers, 
supervised counsellors in-training and lectured Social Work students.  
Pamela is a holistic counsellor and draws on different counselling modalities such as Emotionally Focused Therapy; Imago 
Relationship Therapy; Solution-Focused Therapy; Cognitive Behaviour Therapy; Motivational Interviewing; Mindfulness and 
Narrative Therapy.   

 
Natalie Daugherty - Webinar Host  
Natalie is an experienced holistic Counsellor with five years of individual and family counselling with the 
Australian Counselling Association.  Natalie has been the OAGS School Counsellor since 2018.  Prior to 
counselling, Natalie worked six years internationally in corporate and government recruiting, and she 
was a Centrelink Job Service Case Manager for three years.   
 
Natalie is trained and practices counselling modalities such as Solutions Focused Therapy, Sand Tray 
Therapy, Adlerian Therapy, Acceptance and Commitment Therapy, Emotional Coaching (Tuning in to 

Teens), Family-of-Origin Therapy, Parenting Training, Mindfulness, Cognitive Behaviour Therapy, Grief and Loss Therapy, 
and Careers Counselling.  She has a special interest in Assertiveness Training, Anger Management Training, and delivering 
youth social skills programs.  
 
As previously outlined, to RSVP please email natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au to receive the Zoom link 
 
Mrs Natalie Daugherty 
School Counsellor 
 
Remote Stage 1 
 
In Stage 1, our daily Zoom meetings have become the highlight of our day. These meetings have given us a chance to 
see the lovely faces of the students as well as do some explicit teaching. Our daily Zoom meetings have been a great 
way for us to introduce Mr Linde (Mrs Edwards’ maternity leave replacement) to Stage 1. He has made a great 
contribution to our Zoom meetings by providing the students with a daily Mathematics challenge. These Zoom meetings 

mailto:natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au
mailto:natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au
mailto:natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au


                                       
have also allowed us to continue phonics instruction and provide an overview of the tasks students are to complete each 
day.  
 
On Wednesday May 6th we enjoyed using Zoom to gather as a Stage for a well-being activity. Students attended the 
Zoom meeting dressed in house colours and spent the time drawing someone they could see in the meeting. It was 
wonderful seeing all the students so diligently focused on their drawings, and spending some time with them doing an 
enjoyable and relaxing task.  
The Stage 1 teachers are looking forward to seeing all of their students face-to-face once again.  
 
Stage 1 Teachers 
 

 

        

 
 
 
CADETS - 252 ACU 
 
While we have not been parading on Mondays there has been much going on behind the scenes. The adults and rank 
have been in regular communication preparing for when we can resume our face to face training. Last Monday we held 
our first online lessons (via zoom) and the rank appreciated those who attended. I encourage cadets to attend these 
sessions on Mondays so we can stay in touch plus continue to develop teamwork and learn the theory in preparation for 
a Bivouac (overnight camp) as soon as we are given approval and can conform with the current OAGS and state 
government regulations.      
 
CAPT Nye will meet briefly with cadets on their rostered day at school next week to update them on plans. Recruits will be 
given their Name Tags for sewing on shirts.      
 
 



                                       
A reminder that cadets are NOT to wear uniform or post photographs in uniform on social media. Social media is monitored 
daily in Canberra and some cadets in other units around the country have been identified as not following this directive. 
Please remember the Army is very sensitive to its public image and compliance with government and health guidance 
plus community expectations on isolation at this time. 
 
Captain (AAC) Terry Nye 
Admin Commander 
 
 

Year 12 Design and Technology 
 
The Year 12 Design and Technology students have been working hard this week on their Major Design Projects in a series 
of sessions. As the name alludes to, the Major Design Project is the most important assessable component of the course. 
Whilst students have been able to continue making progress on their portfolio during remote learning, there is nothing 
quite like being in a workshop together where you can talk about projects and share ideas. There is still a long row to hoe 
before the projects are finished but it was great to see students make good use of their time in the workshop this week. 
Great work! 
 

   
Mr Tim Brown  
Head of Welfare, Design and Technology Teacher 
 

 
 



                                       
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=45&v=8u0QCA6u8s4&feature=emb_logo
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