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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
 
22 November 2019 
 
From the Headmaster….  
 
OAGS is a busy place this time of year! In order to minimise 
the email traffic to your inbox, the following overview of events will 
hopefully assist you as you plan which events you can attend as we move 
toward the conclusion of the school year.  
 
Sunday December 1st - Millthorpe Markets stall 
Are you heading to the markets? OAGS will be hosting a stall. Drop by and 
say hello if you can! 
 
Wednesday December 4th - OAGS Christmas Carols 
This year we have revised the format of this fantastic event. The PnF are 
providing various input from 5pm with a chance to share a picnic as a 
family, take some Christmas photos in Christmas themed booths, and enjoy 
some good company and activities. From 6pm in the Hangar the ‘show 
starts’ as various items are performed and a visit by a certain jolly fellow 
ensues. ALL OAGS families and friends welcome. 
 
Thursday December 5th - Transition and Kindergarten Graduation 
We celebrate our littlest members of the OAGS community from 9:30am in 
the Hangar. Not to be missed! 
 
Saturday December 7th - Cadets final Ceremonial Parade 
An occasion that marks the conclusion of the cadet programme for 2019. 
All Cadets and their families are invited to attend. See separate note from 
Mr Nye for further details. 
 
Monday December 9th - Year 6 Valedictory 
We celebrate the conclusion of primary school with our Year  6 Graduates. 
5:30pm start time in the MC - see separate invite to families. 
 
Wednesday 11th - Final Primary Dojo Badging ceremony 
As per the success of 2018, we will gather as a whole primary school to 
present students with their achievement badges for the year. The coveted 
‘Headmaster’s shield’ awards and badges will be presented at this event. 
9:20am in the Hangar - the assembly will be opened by the newly formed 
primary rock band ‘AB/CD’! All parents and friends of primary students are 
warmly invited. 
 
Wednesday 11th - OAGS Presentation Night  
This is our ‘night of nights’ as we bring down the curtain on another school 
year. All of our most major awards are presented to students from T-12. 
Multiple performance items take place throughout the evening, 
culminating in the announcement of the incoming Primary captains for 
2020 and the issuing of School Reports. 6pm sharp, in the Hangar. 
 
I hope to see you as often as you can make it! 
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster  

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates please visit 

the live calendar on the Website  
 
 

Holocaust & Stolen Generation Seminars 

25 – 26 November 2019 

Ag Excursion - Carcoar 

26 November 2019 

Co-Curricular Ensembles Lunchtime 

Concert 

26 November 2019 

Primary 2020 Captaincy Speeches 

28 November 2019 

Yr 7 Girls Building Relationships Day 

28 November 2019 

OAGS @ Millthorpe Markets 

1 December 2019 

2019 Peer Support Leadership Training 

2 December 2019 

Transition – Living Safely with Dogs 

2 & 6 December 2019 

OAGS Annual Christmas Lunch 

3 December 2019 

OAGS Christmas Carols 

4 December 2019 

Transition/Kindergarten Final Assembly 

5 December 2019 

‘SHINE’ (Yr 6 Girls Day) 

5 December 2019 

Stage 2 Art Gallery Excursion 

6 December 2019 

Year 6 Celebration 

9 December 2019 

Wontama Christmas Carols 

9 December 2019 

Final Class Dojo Assembly 

11 December 2019 

OAGS Presentation Night 

11 December 2019 
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SOCCER - OAGS v MAGS 
At the start of term, Hamish Blair and Tom Bock approached me with the idea 
of having a soccer friendly against Macquarie Anglican Grammar (Dubbo). 
After some heavy lifting by Mr Jarrett to get the field marked and prepped, 
along with some able coaching by Mr Esson and Mrs Jewell, kick off at 
12:30pm today was full of excitement.  
 
It wasn’t long before OAGS scored their first goal, and then another, and 
another. The boys were well on top by half time and with a chance to 
rehydrate and cool down a bit they were back 
into the 2nd half in much the same manner. The 
final score was a thumping 13-1 to the OAGS boys 

and they thoroughly dominated the match. The whole school came down to watch the 
spectacle with around 450 ice blocks being sold to raise money for the ‘Ladies of the Land’ 
fundraiser. This money goes to help the women in our community who are adversely affected 
by drought. 
 
Well done to the 46:5 lunchtime girls group for organizing this initiative with Mrs Daugherty. It 
was a privilege to have one of our 2018 alumni graduates, Harry Isaacs return to OAGS to 
referee today. Harry is a fine young man that we are very proud of and his refereeing was 
flawless, measured and greatly appreciated. He was ably assisted by Jackson WIllis and Ryan 
Chirenje on the sidelines. What a fantastic way to finish exam week for Years 7-10!  
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 

       
 

 
 
Jessica Bennett - School Captain  
 
Recently, senior female students in rural Australia were invited to participate in a “Power Trip” 
leadership competition. The focus of the competition was on empowering rural girls to talk about 
how to break down gender barriers and so demonstrate their leadership potential. 
 
There were only 18 young women throughout Australia selected as winners, with 4 dynamic young 
leaders chosen from New South Wales. We are exceptionally proud to announce that our very own 
2020 School Captain, Jessica Bennett, has been announced as one of these finalists. 
 

From the 23rd to 27th November Jessica will travel to Canberra and experience a “Power Trip”,  meeting and talking with 
the Prime Minister and other leading Politicians, CEOs and media personalities. In addition Jessica will receive Leadership, 
Public Speaking and Resilience training and of course a tour of Canberra and “behind the scenes” at Parliament House. 
 
 



                                       
This is a significant and awesome achievement for this young lady and a life changing experience for her. We wish her 
every enjoyment and look forward to hearing from her about her experience. 
 
Please click on the link below to watch Jessica’s winning submission. 
https://youtu.be/YaLMuAQZRBc 
 
Mrs Karen Huntly 
Leader of Secondary Welfare 
 
Chess  

The New South Wales Junior Chess League Country Secondary Schools Chess 
Teams Competition is over for yet another year. The Grand Final was held on 
Friday, 15th November in Sydney, where our Secondary Team who came first 
place in the Western Region competed for the ultimate crown of Grand 
Champion Country Secondary School Team 2019. The day was an exciting time 
for the students, experiencing their first great Grand Final.  The Team Members 
Scott McGoldrick, Rhys Johnston, Tyler Jones, Clay Perkins and Archie Casey will 
receive trophies to be admired by all aspiring chess winners. The team came 
fourth on the day. A great achievement for all. 

The WAS Primary Chess Competition was held on Wednesday, 23rd October 
2019 with teams from Blue Mountains Grammar School and Kinross Wolaroi 
School entered. The Orange Anglican Grammar Junior Team, with some 
flourishing young players, won the Junior Division. This was a great accomplishment. The Senior Primary competition had 6 
teams with Kinross Wolaroi School winning. The Day was a great experience for all involved with many friendships forming. 

The OAGS Inter-school Chess Competition came to an end last week with our final games being played to ensure chess 
champions in each section. This year the competition ran from Term One through to Term Four with players improving their 
games with consistent practice and coaching. 

I wish to convey to Mr and Mrs Cummins once again, our sincere thanks and appreciation for taking the time each week 
to support and advise the students and also travel to each competition event.  
 
Erica Kerridge 
Chess Coordinator 
 
 
Secondary School Honour Roll 
To attain the Bronze award, secondary school students must receive 5 recognitions in at least one of the 4 strands of 
achievement: Academic, Sport, Cultural and Service. The following students have recently been awarded their Bronze 
lapel pin. 
 
·        Harry Stringer 
·        Jamie Lipscomb 
·        Jack Gordon 
·        Amelia Wirth 
·        Jess Curtin 
·        Mark Kemp 
·        Nate Lee 
·        Charlotte Roach 
·        Keegan Willis 
  
To attain the Silver Award, secondary school students must receive 10 recognitions in at least two of the 4 strands of 
achievement. The following students have recently been awarded their Silver lapel pin. 
 
·        Suzie Daugherty 
·        Emma McMaster 
·        Oscar Watson 
·        Scott McGoldrick 
·        Bayden Willis 
·        Tobias Johnston 
 
Mr Tim Brown  
Head of School Welfare and Wellbeing  
  
 
 

https://youtu.be/YaLMuAQZRBc


                                       
Year 12 GRIP Leadership Conference 
On Wednesday 6th of November our blurry-eyed, and tired Secondary School Student Leadership team boarded the 
school bus at 4:30 am. These students were heading off to Sydney to attend the GRIP Leadership Conference. The 
conference was attended by over 50 schools and was one of 60 conferences the GRIP team run across Australia this year. 
The day provided students with the rare opportunity to mix with a large group of other like minded student leaders. It was 
a fantastic event and consisted of practical and interactive sessions covering topics like -  Making Meetings Effective; 
Leading Exciting Events, Leading with Engaging Speeches and Positive Partnerships with Teachers. The students found this 
to be an eye-opening and inspiring experience even if they were a little weary when they arrived back at school that 
same evening. We look forward to seeing the great things these students will achieve in their tenure as student leaders at 
OAGS. 
 

   
 
Tim Brown 
Head of School Welfare and Wellbeing 
 
Year 12 Major Design Projects nominated for SHAPE 
 
No less than three of our 2019 Year 12 Design and Technology students have been nominated for consideration in the 
SHAPE Exhibition. This is an outstanding achievement. SHAPE is the exhibition of Year 12 Design and Technology, Industrial 
Technology and Textiles and Design projects held at the Powerhouse Museum each year. Projects displayed at SHAPE are 
considered to be the most exemplary in the state: Indeed they are projects that could ‘shape’ the future of Australian 
design. 
 
There are approximately 3000 students studying Design and Technology each year and approximately 200 projects are 
nominated for SHAPE. To be nominated is no easy feat. Alicia said she was “so happy and excited to be nominated for 
such an important design exhibition [and that it was] great to be able to share this achievement together with her peers.” 
Angus said, “I feel like this is a great reward for the time and effort I put into my project this year.” 
 
Congratulations Angus Johnston, Bronte Preston and Alicia Robinson on this great honour. 
 

   
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Head of School Welfare and Wellbeing, Year 12 Design and Technology Teacher 
 
Library@OAGS 

End of Year Book Round-up!  

*It is almost the end of the school year and that means ALL library books need to be returned. From 
Week 7 onwards there will be no borrowing. If your child is in Transition to Year 10, all loans need to be 
returned to the library. Year 12 students are encouraged to return books they no longer need from their 
Year 11 Preliminary courses. 

*Year 6 and discontinuing students need to return the school library bag to the library please. The rest of the library bags 
will be sent home with students for safekeeping over the summer holidays. 



                                       
* Thank you to all OAGS families for your support during 2019. This includes families who participated in Book Club and the 
Book Fair which enabled the school to purchase many new and useful books and resources for the library and classrooms. 

Premier’s Reading Challenge Certificates 

These will be placed in your child’s report folder, which will be handed out on Presentation Night or mailed to you. The 
Gold and Platinum Certificates, however, will be presented to your child during one of the last school Assemblies. Ms Taylor 
will notify families of the date of this presentation. 

Homework Club 

The last Homework Club sessions will be on The Monday and Tuesday of Week 8. It has been a pleasure hosting the 
Homework Club in the library for those students who attended during 2019 

Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 
 
Music News 

Beginner Music Programmes 2020 

Positions are still available for both the Beginner Band (years 3 to 6) and Beginner Strings (years 1 to 3) programmes in 2020. 

Information and Application forms are available on the school website. Contact Mr Noel Annett 
noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au if you require further information. 

Returning Music Students 2020 

If your child is currently engaged in music tuition with one of our tutors, it is time to consider re-enrolment for next year. 
Every child currently engaged in tuition must enrol again for the start of the New Year. This gives the music staff and tutors 
an opportunity to plan rooming and timetables as many work in other schools. 

All tutors would greatly appreciate knowing before the end of this school year if your child is not continuing in 2020. 

The application form for tuition also provides a chance to nominate for 
the various ensembles on offer at OAGS in 2020. 

Information and Application forms are available on the school website. 
Contact Mr Noel Annett noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au if you require 
further information. 

Miss Emily’s String Concert 

Parents and students were treated to an array of string pieces at Miss 
Emily’s String Concert on Monday. Aspiring violinists performed to an 
appreciative audience through lunchtime displaying the new skills they 
have learned this year. Many thanks to Emily for her dedication to the 
string programme at OAGS. 

Applications for the Beginner String Programme in 2020 are now open.  

Aladdin Excursion 
 
On Friday 1st November, the cast of Matilda, the Musical and all students 
who are members of a co-curricular choir travelled to the BMEC for a 
performance of Aladdin Jnr. The performance was dazzling, and 
because it featured school-aged children there was plenty of inspiration 
as we set about rehearsing for our own musical. We noticed their detail in 
costumes, sets and props, and the way that every cast member was 
acting and reacting to the story.  
 
Carillion Theatrical Society, who performed the show, was originally set up 
by our very own My Kyle Palmer. We were therefore very fortunate to 
have an opportunity to meet and chat to the cast and crew after the 

show. Our Matilda cast were full of questions and requests for advice.  The overwhelming consensus from the Aladdin cast 
was, “enjoy the ride!”. We hope that they will be able to visit us next year and witness our own performance.  
 
 

https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/music
mailto:noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au
https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/music
mailto:noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au
https://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/music


                                       
 

 
 
Orange Anglican Grammar would like to congratulate the following students would have be selected into the Orange 
Representative Netball teams for the 2020 Netball season.  
 

U11 Development Squad  
• Elyse Stringer           
• Holly Wilson 

 
 
 
 
U12 Representative Team  

• Lucy Martin 
• Grace Simpson 

 
 
 

 
U13 Representative Team  

• Isla Stringer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U13 Development Team  

• Jemma Curtin  
 
 
 
 
 
U15 Representative Team  

• Jessica Curtin  
 
 

  
 

 
Remembrance Day 
 
This year to commemorate Remembrance Day, the entire OAGS school community descended on 
Robertson Park in which a number of our students participated in this somber occasion. Be it poetry 
from Isla and Josh, set pieces by the school choir or Isabella’s rendition of the National Anthem, our 
students rose to the occasion and did both our school and Orange proud. Through many weeks of 
meticulous planning, research and preparation, Adelaide delivered a stirring Keynote Address, which 
beautifully threaded the needle between past, present and future. As such, it is an honour to include 
her speech in this week's Newsletter: 

n all my dreams before my helpless sight, He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.”  
  

ese were the words of Wilfred Owen in his poem ‘Dulce Et Decorum,’ as he recounted his traumatic experiences during 
the First World War.  
  
I found it both a challenge and an honour to undertake the task of writing and presenting this speech today. I have 
always been intrigued by the ways in which seminal events influence generations to come. I knew that I wanted to delve 
deeper into the history of the First World War, and so decided to focus my LEAP major project last year on the origins of 



                                       

the Great War, as I felt this World War was given less credit than it's latter counterpart. I discovered that these traumatic 
events are so often started by a range of different rationales and perspectives.  
  
By the end of the Nineteenth Century, Europe was in a toxic state, riddled with secret alliances and reigned by leaders 
with militant, nationalistic views. This ultimately led to an intense environment in which every individual, in every country, 
was prepared, and patiently awaited the world to be forced into a ferocious war. The assasination of Franz Ferdinand in 
1914 was the flashpoint that tipped all nations into this war that would never be forgotten, a war in which we are 
standing here today to remember.  
    
I often find that the Great War, the war that was believed to result in peace and unity among the nations is continually 
disregarded in our society. We frequently forget the integral role this war played in sculpting our modern world, and by 
doing so, it becomes so eminently difficult for us to consider why we stand the minute of silence to commemorate this 
event one hundred and one years later.  
  
Together, we stand here today to remember the 40 million lives that were lost during World War One. Including the 62,000 
Australians who died, the 156,000 Australians who were wounded and the 416,809 Australians who bravely served their 
country during this melancholy and disaster stricken time. However, these figures are easily mistaken for just numbers 
sitting on a page, or an account of misplaced objects. No, every number represents a brother, a father, a son, your best 
mate, your work colleague, your cousin, your uncle, your grandfather and so on. These numbers don’t even include the 
thousands of women who served as nurses, factory workers and in support of troops at home and abroad. Each of these 
Australians were alike to you and me, just living their day-to-day lives, standing up for what they believed in, and 
protecting one another with an imperishable bond. The bravery, mateship, comradery and selflessness shown by these 
individuals is something never to be forgotten. It is something we shall raise high and honour each and every year, and it 
acts as an inspiration for our lives today. That we should not only commemorate these diligent soldiers, but see them as 
role models, whose spirits live on, even after their physical existence is gone.  
  
The effects of World War One are widespread and evident in our society today. The very park we are standing in was 
established as a testimonial for our brave soldiers, and memorials such as these are found in every town and city across 
Australia. RSL’s are important institutions nationwide that were founded after the Great War, these clubs now unite 
communities and act as meeting places for many. We shall also never forget the soldier settler schemes that shaped the 
settlement patterns of country Australia, and moulded the agriculture industry in ways that still remain today. Every one of 
these effects from the First World War has made a lasting dent in our society that will remain indefinitely.    
  
I have recently been fortunate enough to have had the opportunity to visit the battlefields of Gallipoli. This experience 
was tremendously moving and put the full scale of war into perspective. After seeing row upon row of both Australian 
and Turkish soldier’s gravestones, all in which died side by side, it became very real. To think that friend and foe, whom 
had never met, were caught up in a blood-thirsty mess far beyond their understanding, and whom were slaughtering 
one another for the simple prize of freedom. Luckily today, we have learnt the lesson from our ancestors, and are able to 
use hindsight and wisdom to prevent traumatic wars such as this one from ever erupting again.  
  
At 11am, on the 11th day of the 11th month, Australians, and people from across the world have commemorated their 
courageous soldiers who served and died for the liberty of their country. It is so crucially important that these soldier’s 
valiant souls are never forgotten, for if it weren't for them, we would not be standing here today, living the lives we live, in 
the country in which we live.  
  
Lest We Forget.  
  
Adelaide Webster 

 
Mr Luke Simkins 
Learning Enrichment Coordinator/Teacher of History 

 
Transition 
 
This term, Transition have been learning about living 
things. What is a living thing and what do all living 
things need or do?  
We started the term reflecting on how the seeds we 
planted at the end of term 3 had grown and 
produced  flowers before bearing fruit. In week 2, we 

took ownership of 30 duck eggs. Last week, we had a poddy 
lamb that needed day sitting join us and our duck eggs started hatching. The students have been 
enthralled by nature and the pace of change. They have asked lots of questions and shown kindness, care 
and concern for the living things in our class.  
 
(Pictured are 2 day old Paddy Lamb, Hours old ducklings and 5 day old Chirpy the Chick) 
 

      



                                       
Transition 2020 Orientation Day 
 
Our upcoming Transition 2020 group came to school last Wednesday and had a wonderful day. We spent the day getting 
to know each other, sharing texts, creating artworks and trying out yoga poses all mixed in with lots of play. We also held 
the duck eggs and talked about how warm they were, held the chick and commented on how soft and chirpy he is and 
fed the 4 day old lamb. It was an opportunity for next year’s Transition students to get to know the Transition room and 
staff and importantly, get to know each other. It was a fun day with the children identifying the highlights as the animals, 
playing together and discovering the dinosaur eggs. There were lots of smiles throughout the day and we look forward to 
welcoming our new Transition students in 2020. If you know anyone who is thinking of joining OAGS Transition class in 2020, 
please encourage them to apply quickly as places for 2020 are filling fast.  

 

  
Mrs Sally Drury  
Early Learning Coordinator  

 
Year 7 2020 Orientation Day 
 
If you are entering Year 7 in 2020 then the Orange Anglican Grammar School Media 
Centre was the play to be last Thursday! With our largest cohort ever, over 50 excited 
students came and participated in a full and exciting orientation programme. Many of 
the students were understandably a little nervous at the start of the day but with the 
help of our great Year 12 students who took on a leadership role throughout the day, 
this quickly dissipated. 
 
A packed programme meant that students were kept very busy throughout the day. 
Participating in terrific team building sports, English, Art and Food Technology lessons, Q&A sessions, meeting student 
leaders, and get to know you games, were all part of their experience. 
 



                                       
It was a wonderful day and we look forward, with much anticipation to the commencement of Secondary School for 
these students next year. 
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Head of School Welfare and Wellbeing 

     
 
                
  

 
Dance Showcase 2019 
As 2019 comes to an end, the OAGS Dance Program held their Dance Showcase on Monday 18th November. With over 
80 students participating in the show at the Orange Civic Theatre the show was a raging success! Our groups from the 
Dance Program performed their routines that they’ve been working on since August, and we invited extra students along 
to perform solos and duos. It was an incredible night to acknowledge the work that the students, staff, parents and United 
Dance Project have put into the program this year, and we couldn’t be more grateful for how successful this year has 
been. Thank you to those who contributed to the program this year, in particular Mrs Purvis, Miss Harrison, Miss Dim (UDP), 
Miss Bella (UDP) & Miss Leesa (UDP). We look forward to a bigger and better program in 2020, and welcoming any students 
wanting to join! 
 
Award winners for 2019 Dance at OAGS: 
 
Stage 1 Group Teachers Award - Anashe Ndlovu 
Boys Hip-Hop Teachers Award - Sashreek Kaipu 
Stage 2 Group Teachers Award - Georgia Simpson 
Stage 3 Group Teachers Award - Grace Simpson 
Secondary Group Teachers Award - Lilly Hassall 
OAGS Dance Program Dance of the Year - Lucy Martin 



                                       

                     

      

   
 
Miss Gabby Seton  
Dance Coordinator  

 
Movember! 
 
OAGS students Miley and Isla O’Brien are extremely proud of their Dad Gav who is part of 
the Movember team ‘Stud Mos’. Gav and his team have already raised a whopping $30,000 
for Mens Health!  
 
Please donate to this cause for raising awareness of men’s health via the link 
https://moteam.co/stud-mo-s 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
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www.oags.nsw.edu.au  
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NEED FUNDS FOR STUDY AND TRAINING? 

FOR ORANGE & DISTRICT STUDENTS 
  
The Country Education Foundation of Orange and District 
is a community-based association that provides financial 
assistance and encouragement to local school leavers to 
move into further education or training through 
apprenticeships, universities, TAFE or other training 
providers. 
Grants are based on circumstantial need and desire to 
achieving your goal, not on academic ability. 
What funding can I get? 
Grants usually range from $500 - $2000 and are ‘non-cash’. 
This means they are distributed in the form of 
reimbursement to cover fees, text books, travel, 
accommodation, tools of the trade, uniforms, laptops and 
other costs associated with study. We can even pay an 
invoice you have sent to us so you are not out-of-pocket! 
Who is eligible? 
•    You will be aged between 16-25; 
•    Live or go to school in the local area; (Orange, 
Millthorpe, Blayney, Molong) 
•    Demonstrate financial need; and 
•    Show commitment to achieving your goal. 
HOW DO I APPLY? 
Apply online at 
www.cef.org.au 
  
COUNTRY EDUCATION FOUNDATION OF ORANGE AND 
DISTRICT 
1300 652 144 | ceforange@gmail.com | www.cef.org.au 

 

http://www.cef.org.au/
http://www.cef.org.au/

