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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
 
27 September 2019 
 
From the Deputy Headmaster….  
 
“Well we busted out of class, we had to get away from those fools. We learned 
more from a 3 minute record than we ever learned in school.”  
 
As an educator and the Deputy Headmaster I never know whether to belt out 
these lyrics alongside their author; Bruce Springsteen, or feel deeply insulted and 
undervalued by ‘The Boss’. Sorry if you’re not a Bruce fan - I couldn’t help myself! 
 
For year 12, the graduating class of 2019, this week has been one of final 
farewells. Starting with the inaugural Year 12 Retreat, the cohort travelled to 
Ridgcrest to journey through a 3 day programme that engaged them through 
the lens of ‘past present and future’. Upon their return on Wednesday the group 
had galvanised and united, ready for the events of Valedictory week that were 
to come.  

Wednesday evening saw us pack out St Barnabas’ church to the point where it 
was standing room only. During this service we not only farewelled the 
graduating class, but as has become tradition, the newly elected leadership 
team for 2020 was announced. It is my privilege to inform our school community 
that the student leaders for 2020 are: 
 
Jessica Bennett and Jackson Willis (School Captains) 
Charlie Watson and Mitchell Oates (Vice Captains) 
Tom Dale, Ethan Norcott, Ebony Whybrow, Amy Fulwood (House Captains) 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 

please visit the live calendar on 
the Website  

 
NZ International Netball Festival  

27 September – 4 October 2019 

Cadets Annual Camp 

27 September – 4 October 2019 

HSC Study Sessions 

1 – 10 October 2019 

Music 2020 Parent Info Night 

15 October 2019 

‘Matilda the Musical’ 2020 Info 

Night 

15 October 2019 

Music 2020 Parent Info Night 

15 October 2019 

Stage 2 Camp 

16 – 18 October 2019 

Steven Herrick Author Visit 

17 October 2019 

WAS Primary Chess 

23 October 2019 

Grandparent’s Day 

25 October 2019 

2019 OAGS Sports Awards 

25 October 2019 

Scone Show (Stage 5 Ag) 

25-27 October 2019 

CIS Triathlon Championships 

28 October 2019 

GRIP Leadership Conference 

28 October 2019 

NAIROC 

30 October 2019 
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Claire Ferguson and Tim Phiri (Vice House Captains) 
Justice Robinson, Maddie Mackay and Aaran Maxon (Prefects)  
 
On Thursday morning our Year 12’s had an early start by cooking 
their teachers breakfast on the Media Centre Lawn before 
bringing down the curtain with their final Valedictory Assembly. 
As I type this, the Year 12’s are preparing for their Valedictory 
Dinner to be held tonight (Friday) at the Greenhouse in Orange.  
 
During these events, the School Captains (Angus and Alicia) 
and the Vice Captains (Jessica and Tyler) all had their moment 
to address the assembled parents, students and dignitaries. 
What struck me as I listened to these fine young men and women speak was their continued refrain of thanks. Each one 
of them made a point of thanking their teachers. One of them went on to make the point that the cornerstone of what 
makes OAGS great is the professional and relational nature of the teachers. Another of them choked back tears as they 
spoke of the families and parents who had relentlessly supported them when they the students had all but given up. Of 

course, we as teachers would contend that part of what 
makes our school the school that it is, is largely the quality 
and respectful nature of the students and families that 
choose OAGS for their scholastic journey. This was a point 
that the Headmaster, Rev Stringer made on several 
occasions.  
 
And so we farewell these fine graduates from the safety, 
reliability, comfortable and familiar routine of the school 
day. They go on now to study and examinations before 
pursuing university, trades, the odd gap year and 
apprenticeships. What I see in them is a growing sense of 
‘can do’ and a deepening resilience to see things through, 
even when they’re tough and giving up seems like a viable 
option.  

 
Having started with Bruce Springsteen, perhaps it is fitting to give him the final words as well. You see, having romanticised 
about ‘busting out of class’ he then goes on to deliver this phrase for the chorus; 
 

Well, we made a promise we swore we'd always remember 
No retreat, baby, no surrender 
Like soldiers in the winter's night 

With a vow to defend 
No retreat, baby, no surrender 

 
Year 12, you have indeed now ‘busted out of class’. But you’ve done it the right way - you are now graduates on the 
cusp of gaining the highest secondary certification possible, the HSC. What awaits you is challenge, opportunity, victory 
and disappointment. What you need now is a ‘no surrender attitude’. We have given you all we can. It’s time to go.  
 
Go well, in God’s grace and in God’s care.  
 
God’s Blessings to you all, 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
Toastmasters - LEAP@OAGS 2019 
Members of LEAP across both the primary and secondary schools have embarked on a 
Toastmasters initiative lately in order to hone their speaking skills. Toastmasters is an 
international organisation, which fosters the improvement of public speaking skills through the 
practising and presenting of speeches. This skill is extremely important both in a school, work 
and even social setting. It can be argued that refining our speaking skills is actually as important as our written prose, which 
we spend so much time sharpening. As Plato stated; “Wise people speak because they have something to say; fools 
because they have to say something”.  



                                       
Epictetus built on Plato’s statement when he said; “First learn the meaning of what you say, then speak”, which is 
something we should all take to heart as criticism, like rain, should be gentle enough to nourish a person’s growth, without 

destroying their roots. This quote is at the heart of what Toastmasters is all about as it allows 
participants to maximise their potential and build personal growth and self-awareness, 
which is a fundamental factor in developing into a functional member of society.  

With all of this in mind, LEAP students have undertaken impromptu speeches during recent 
LEAP sessions to sharpen their public speaking skills. The challenge works thus, students 

select a random topic from a jar, read it out aloud to the group and then have a ten-second countdown before they are 
to speak on the topic for two minutes. Now at first, this appears rather simple, however, students may not have long 
pauses, go off topic, or use lower-order linking words, such as “umm”, “ahh” or “like”. This has proven to be quite the 
discriminator as only one of our LEAP students, Mark Kemp has been able to reach the hallowed ground of two minutes 
successfully.  

You too at home might like to test yourself in this regard, as perfecting one's proficiency in the spoken word is a worthwhile 
endeavour, which we all can enjoy. Below are some of the questions that students have tackled thus far: 

• Wisdom – what it is for me 

• An interest that you find personally rewarding 

• I kissed a frog and it turned into…. 

• My regrets and what I did about them 

• Someone we should all respect and why 

• If you could make a fantasy come true 

Mr Luke Simkins 
Learning Enrichment Coordinator 

Kindergarten and Transition   

Last week, Kindergarten and Transition had a visit from the local 
community safety services informing the students on how to be safe 
in an emergency. Mr Smith from New South Wales Ambulance 
returned for another visit. Mr Palmer, who volunteers at the local rural 
fire brigade, brought a Fire Truck.  The Police also came along. We 
spoke about when to call ‘000’, what we need to do if we are caught 

in a house fire and how 
to keep safe. 

We also had open classrooms in Kindergarten and Transition. Once again it 
was great to see so many families visiting our classes. Thank you for your 
support. 

Enjoy the photos.                                                                                                      

The Early Learning Team 

 

 



                                       
Equip Service Projects 

Week 8 found our generous year 7 students serving their teachers and school community during Equip (social skills 
class).  Mr. Esson and I had the students brainstorm their own service ideas this term.  They came up with: delivering positive 
words of affirmation and treats to all staff members; writing letters and creating HSC study care packages to all year 12 
students; preparing and serving morning tea for staff; and creating several words of encouragement cards/boxes that 
are located throughout the school property.  As service is one of OAGS’ core values, the students truly served from their 
hearts, parents should be very proud.  During Equip, term 4 will look at proper self-care, anger management, assertiveness 
training, healthy technology use, creating goals and strategies, and much more.  Mr. James Esson joined Equip this term, 
and it has been an honour to serve with him.  Have a restful spring break.   

Mrs. Natalie Daugherty  
School Counsellor 

 

Building Confidence in Children Using Drama 

With the help and support from secondary students Jessica Bennett and Suzie Daugherty, a new social skills class was 
developed and implemented in term 3.  The focus of this social skills group is to increase confidence and resilience, 
while playing interactive drama and acting/improvisation games.  Some children might choose to sit and observe, while 
others jump into action.  Regardless of how they participate, there is always laughter from everyone!  If you feel that 
your child would benefit from this social skills group, please let their teacher know.  Thank you to Jessica, Suzie and our 
other secondary helpers, Ethan Norcott & Hailey Spirit-Jones.   

Natalie Daugherty 
School Counsellor 

     
 

DINAWAN FUNDRAISER  
 
OAGS students had a fantastic day of fun, dressing in yellow, participating in colouring in 
and lolly guessing competitions (Primary) and ice block eating competitions (Secondary), 
all the while raising much needed funds in support of the Cancer Council of Australia. A 
total of $523.00 raised altogether. 
  



                                       
The Cancer Council is the only charity in Australia to work across every area of every cancer, from research to prevention 
and support. They help people from the point of diagnosis through to treatment and survivorship so the money we raised 
will support a very worthwhile cause. 
 
Thank you to the teachers, parents and students whose participation made the day such a success. 
 
Mrs. Lisa Fowler, Ms. Staniforth and the Dinawan House Captains 
Jessica Bennett, Jackson Willis, Isabelle Hassall and Marley Ash. 
 

Library@OAGS 

Up-coming Author Visit:  

Steven Herrick! On Thursday the 17th of October, award winning Australian 
author Steven Herrick will visit the school. He will deliver two talks. The first to 
students from Year 5 to Year 7. The second session will be delivered to 
students from Year 8 to Year 10. Steven is the author of the well-known and 
award winning HSC text ‘The Simple Gift’ and this year, his title ‘The Bogan 
Mondrian’ was short-listed for the Older Reader Book of the Year award. 
Other titles include ‘By the River’, ‘Bleakboy and Hunter Stand out in the Rain’, and ‘Pookie Aleera 
is Not My Boyfriend’. The focus of these two talks will be poetry and his writing of verse novels and will no doubt be of great 
interest and benefit to the students involved. 

Thank you! A big thank you to the Green family for donating two excellent books to the library 
recently. The first title is the junior version of Bruce Pascoe’s title ‘Dark Emu’. This title is ‘Young Dark 
Emu’ and looks at evidence of Indigenous Australian’s practising agriculture, building permanent 
dwellings and shaping the land for farming. The second title is ‘Call of the Reed Warbler; a new 
agriculture, a new Earth’ and looks are new ways that we can farm, eat and think about food into 
the future. I am sure that these titles will be a valuable addition to our school library. 

Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 
 

 
 

 

Annual Camp - Cadets depart OAGS late on Friday night 27 Sep for their 8 day camp to be held at the Holsworthy and 
Majura (Canberra) Army tTraining Areas. They will return on the evening of Friday 4 Oct. 

Term 4 - Mon 14 Oct is a Planning Day for staff and rank only. Normal training commences for all in Week 2,  Monday 21 
Oct.  

Leadership Course - 16 Nov. This will involve ALL current rank and those cadets who are selected to attend. More details 
early next Term. A reminder that it is an AAC requirement that attending Annual Camps is one of the criteria to be eligible 
to attend Promotion Courses.  

Fees - The cadet fee ($60) for OAGS students will appear on the School Fee statement issued during the holidays. Non-
OAGS Cadets are expected to pay before the end of October. Term fees will continue to be charged until clothing and 
equipment has been returned. 



                                       
Annual Parade and Dinner Sat 7 Dec - A reminder to mark this date in your calendar. More details in  early Term 4. Families 
and friends are warmly invited to attend the ceremonial parade which culminates our first Year of operation. The formal 
dinner will be for the cadets, their parents and invited guests.  

Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC) 
Admin Commander   
 

Netball Grand Final  

On Saturday the 14th of September the OAGS Fruit Loops and the OAGS Opens both took the court in the 2019 netball 
season Grand Final! Both teams showed great sportsmanship and talent, dominating against their opposition and coming 
home with the win. 

Congratulations to the OAGS U10 Fruits Loops and the OAGS Opens who are Grand Final winners!!!!!  

    

   
 
OAGS New Zealand Trip  

The OAGS Netball Senior girls are off to New Zealand on Thursday the 26th of September until the 3rd of October to 
compete in the International Netball Festival for 2019. We would like to wish the girls the best of luck and a safe trip. 
Players  

• Isabelle Kane  
• Claire Ferguson 
• Brooke Windus 
• Lily Martin 
• Jessica Curtin 
• Emily Patterson 
• Megan Cox 
• Ella Stringer 
• Arkira Sheldon  

Good luck Girls!  
Miss Abby Tilburg  
 



                                       
Basketball Summer Competition  
 
Orange Anglican Grammar would like to offer students the opportunity to play basketball for school teams in the local 
summer 2019/2020 basketball competition. We currently have a senior boys team already playing and are looking to put 
together a senior girls teams and several junior teams. Registrations open shortly and I would like to get a rough number 
of interested players before proceeding with registration. There are two competitions that can be entered, Primary 2,3 
and 4 (ages 9-12 years) and Miniball (ages 7-10 years). 
In order to gauge interest, please fill out an individual form for each interested child at: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbA8A21egl_MK4DMR_RsX2LwD_6Bgy0vif0Ol-KYQ7IQEyQw/viewform  
 
Mrs Erin Purvis 
Basketball Coordinator 
 
 
Touch Football News  
 
Representative Touch Football News  
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected 
into the Orange Touch Football Representative Teams and 
Developments Teams for 2019 
 
U10’s Representative Development Team  

• Lucie Fowler  
U12’s Representative Team  

• Lucy Martin  
U12’s Representative Development Team  

• Celeste Rengger  
• Ava Cameron  

 
Local Touch Football Competition News 
All players playing touch football in the local competition must be registered prior to taking the field.  
The Minis and Junior Competition commences on Wednesday the 16th of October as Waratahs Sports Ground.  
Please check to draw to see what time your child/ children player.  
 
Orange Anglican Grammar School Touch Football Teams  

• OAGS U7 Thunder 
• OAGS U7 Storm 
• OAGS U6/U7 Lightning 
• OAGS U9 Typhoons 
• OAGS U10 Cyclones 
• OAGS U11 Whirlpools 
• OAGS U11 Twisters 
• OAGS U11 Tornadoes 
• OAGS U13 Tsunamis 
• OAGS U13 Hurricanes  

 
Thank you  
Miss Abby Tilburg  
 

APSMO Maths Olympiads  
 
Throughout Terms 2 and 3, students from Stage Two and 
Stage Three participated in the Australasian Problem 
Solving Mathematical Olympiads.  
 
The overall aim was to challenge and develop students’ 
mathematical problem solving skills in an enjoyable 
environment. Although students competed against 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbA8A21egl_MK4DMR_RsX2LwD_6Bgy0vif0Ol-KYQ7IQEyQw/viewform


                                       
other members of our own team as well as teams from other schools, they primarily competed against themselves. 

The Olympiads consisted of 5 separate contests held approximately a month apart from each other at school. 
Supplementing this was plenty of time for practice and improvement in between each Olympiad. Through participation 
in the program, students have gained greater understanding and developed stronger skills in real-life mathematical 
problem solving. 

Paul Lipscomb 
Maths Olympiad Coordinator 

    
 
Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical 
 
Orange Anglican Grammar 
School is very excited to announce 
that the school will be performing 
Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical in 
May 2020. This will be the first 
school musical for OAGS. The 
musical is open to students in 
Stage 3 to Year 12 in 2020. An 
information night will be held for 
parents and interested students on 
Tuesday 15th October at 6:45 pm 
in the Media Centre. The 
information night will outline the 
rehearsal schedule and the 
commitment requirements for 
participants. Auditions will be held 
for current Stage 3 and Secondary 
students from 10:35 am - 1:50 pm 
on Wednesday 16th October. 
Current Year 4 students, who will 
be in Year 5 in 2020, will be 
auditioned during their choir time 
on Tuesday 29th October. 
Rehearsals will begin from 
Wednesday 30th October 2019. 
This is very exciting for the whole 
school, and the production team is 
very eager to get it underway.  
If you have any questions about 
our upcoming production, please 
contact the Producer, Mr Kyle 
Palmer, at 
kyle.palmer@oags.nsw.edu.au  
 
Kyle Palmer 
Matilda Producer/Co-director  
 

mailto:kyle.palmer@oags.nsw.edu.au


                                       
  
Equestrian  
Congratulations to Jessica Williamson and 
Zoe Seckold who have represented 
OAGS at a number of Equestrian events 
this semester. The girls have travelled to 
Coonabarabran on two separate 
occasions to participate in Show Jumping 
and Dressage events where they have 
competed against schools from all over 
NSW.  
At the North West Equestrian Expo, Jessica finished first in the Combined 
Training, which involves dressage and showjumping, and second in the 15 

years Restricted Height Show jumping event. Whilst at the St Lawrences Horse Sports Expo Jessica finished with her personal 
best score in the Dressage.   
 
Rugby Union 
Congratulations to Oscar Watson who has been selected as part of the Central West School Boys team to take on the 
touring Samoan U18 boys team on Saturday 28th September in Bathurst 
 

Hockey  
Congratulations to the OAGS U16 Girls hockey 
team who finished third in the 2019 winter season. 
On Monday 9th September the girls braved the 
freezing conditions to battle for a spot in the 
Grand Final against a very talented KWS team. 
Unfortunately it wasn’t our night with the girls 
going down 2-0 but proving they are a force in 
the competition with everyone demonstrating 
amazing skills and showing just how much this 
team has improved throughout the season. A big 
thankyou to all of the parents, particularly 
Rebecca Mitchell, who have supported the team 
and assisted me throughout the entire season.  
The girls are already looking to come back bigger 
and better in the 2020 season.   
 
Mrs Amanda Jewell  
OAGS Sports Department  
 
David Gillespie Event 
 
Thank you to everyone in the OAGS and Orange 
community for attending the sold out David 
Gillespie event, held on Tuesday 24 
September.  David’s message was practical and 
informative.  He discussed the biochemistry of 
addictions, particularly related to device and 
screen addictions.  He explained why screens are 
making teenagers and children depressed and 
anxious.  As a father of six, he recognises that 
throwing devices out is not a practical 
solution.  However, he encouraged parents to 
lock up the devices during school holidays so that 
they can get outside, read books, play with their 
mates, etc.  In addition, David recommended 
that all devices are used and stored in a common 
room such as the kitchen or living area.   



                                       
David commented that the best free agent to combat 
things like depression and anxiety is something that we 
all require - proper sleep.   
 
OAGS wishes to thank Margaret from Collins Booksellers 
for providing David’s book ‘Teen Brain’ for sale during 
the evening.  Collins still have a handful of books for sale 
if you missed out.  Another book that I highly 
recommend is called ‘Growing up Social’ by Gary 
Chapman and Arlene Pellicane.  This book can be 
ordered through Collins Bookseller.   
 
2020 will see further OAGS parent support regarding 
devices and screens.  A new program is currently in 
development that will equip and empower parents as 
we all navigate around parental mediation.  Stay 
tuned.   
 
Mrs Natalie Daugherty – School Counsellor 
Mr Keith Macleay - Primary Teacher andLleader of Wellbeing 
 
Year 12 Design and Technology Major Design Projects 

After almost a year, the hard working Year 12 Design and Technology class submitted their Major Design Projects for 
marking in September. The objective in each design project is to identify a need or problem and then set about 
developing a solution by working through their design process. As you may be able to gather in the pictures below, 
problems this year included bullying in sports groups, incentivising young people to put rubbish in the bin, agricultural 
transportation systems, flexible chess games and temporary play areas for outdoor imaginative play. As part of their 
project, students prepared a portfolio and video that documented each stage of its development. Congratulations Year 
12 on your outstanding work and creativity. You have worked very hard on your projects and each one truly reflects the 
emerging designer behind each idea. Congratulations! 

   
 

   
 

 



                                       
Bandhaa House Fundraiser for Drought Relief 

On Friday 20th September, Bandhaa house held a fundraiser as an 
initiative to raise money for drought relief raising funds in relation to 
the charity Rural Aid. From transition to year 12 getting involved and 
dressing up as farmers then joining in to perform the schools largest 
nutbush we as a school raised $692 in donations. 
 
Rural Aid, founded in 2015 provides a holistic support program to 
rural Australia, their mission is to ‘develop sustainable rural 
communities in Australia’ and their mission being to ‘provide 
economic and emotional assistance to rural communities by 
partnering with key 
stakeholders to 

achieve meaningful outcomes’. Rural Aid first became prominent through 
their highly successful campaigns in order to raise funds for drought relief, one 
of these is the Buy a Bale campaign which allowed distribution of fodder, 
hampers and more.  The most recent campaign being the  beach to bush 
ride which is in action at the moment occurring this month on the 1st of 
September until the 30th. 
 
Bandhaa house captain Charlie Watson organised many fun activities to take 
place throughout the day to gain more funds for Rural Aid and only costing 

a gold coin donation. To start out all students of the school were 
given the opportunity to dress up in their best  country outfits and 
dress up as a farmer, we saw students from Transition to Year 12 
get in the farmer spirit. There was also sack races for the Primary 
students to enter only costing a gold coin and gave them a 
chance to race against their friends and the lucky first place 
winners getting a prize. Finally the main event of the day was the 
nutbush! Students of all years gave a gold coin donation to join 
in on the schools largest nutbush which was a major success with 
even the teachers joining in. All in all the Bandhaa fundraiser was 
a well rounded fun day which was enjoyed by students and 
teachers across the school. 
 
Mollie Patterson 
Bandhaa House 

 

 
Term 4 comes with a change to the summer uniform.  
The Alinta Uniform Shop will be open in the second week of the 
upcoming school holidays at the following times for all of your uniform 
needs:  
Tuesday 8 October,  1- 4pm 
Thursday 10 October, 8:30-11:30am  
Orders can also be placed online: https://www.alintaapparel.com.au/  
View the full OAGS Uniform Guide here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  
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 Learn water confidence 
and water safety skills – 

register to join Orange Bush 
Nippers for the 2019-2020 
season! 

Sign on day will be Sunday 
20st October at the Orange 
Aquatic Centre 9am – 
10.30am 

$45 per nipper or $90 per 
family 

Compulsory Uniform $40 (skull 
cap & high viz singlet) or $50 
(skull cap & high viz rashie) 

  Like Orange Bush 
Nippers on facebook for 
more information 
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