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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
 
3 April 2020 

From the Deputy Headmaster….  
 
What utterly extraordinary times we find ourselves in. I am so very proud of the transformation we have 
undertaken at OAGS in the past 10 school days to reinvent the way we deliver schooling. I am likewise 
keenly aware of the challenge that this new world of learning brings to families, students, teachers 
and friends. Therefore, it is with this in mind that I announce the first ever… 
 

ZOOM-based remote Easter Egg Hamper draw! 
 

Please watch this quick video, which explains the process for you and your child. Simply click on 
this link or the image below: 
 

 
 

 
So there you go. This table outlines the ZOOM meeting times. 
 
Remember, as long as your child is in the zoom meeting they are eligible to win if their name is 
drawn out.  
 
If you are the winner, you will receive a phone call straight after the ZOOM and I will deliver 
your hamper to a nominated address within the Orange city limits. If you live out of town, you 
can nominate an address in Orange for delivery to. Good luck to all! 
 

http://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/
https://edumate.orangegrammar.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHBZvUmmn7E&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHBZvUmmn7E&feature=youtu.be


                                       
Online Learning Update 
 
So much has happened in the last 10 days of schooling as we have adapted our practice to meet the challenges of 
remote and online learning. The message from the Prime Minister and the NSW Premier can be distilled down to: 

1. Where possible, school students are to remain at home 
2. School’s must continue to deliver educational content to their students via online and remote means 

 
Darryl Buchanan (Associate Chief Executive; Association of Independent Schools NSW) states;  
Coronavirus (COVID-19) requires all Australian schools to transition to less familiar ways of 'being and working at school', 
while still providing excellence in teaching and learning — at least for the immediate future.   
 
I am hopeful that you have seen that we are here to help you as you find your rhythm as parent-teachers of your own 
children at home. Help is going to look very different depending on individual circumstances. Some of you have children 
who are self-driven, self-motivated, older in years and are craving more work. Others have very little ones who need 
constant guidance to complete even the most simple of online tasks. Between these two examples comes a myriad of 
other experiences and challenges. Juggling your own work-from-home environment, keeping a house in order, dealing 
with illness, battling cabin fever and lining up for groceries in the dark and rain are just some. We are here to help. The 
term has been long. For many of our students we are aware that the ‘fun’ activities have been sorely missed. Camp week, 
Secondary School experience week, Easter Fair, Athletics Carnival, excursions and sport have all been replaced with an 
online learning experience that has a focus on academia in isolation from normal school life. No wonder everyone is 
feeling it! 
Nevertheless, all schools have been asked to continue to deliver remote schooling to all students - and this is what we are 
committed to doing.  
 
I am aware that some families may wish to apply for approved leave. COVID-19 and its many social, emotional and 
medical ramifications for families will, in some cases, become reasonable grounds for leave to be considered.  If your 
family is one that intends to apply for leave for this reason, please email admin@oags.nsw.edu.au with your request for 
leave. When leave is granted to a family, it is done so under the usual protocols surrounding days absent from school. 
Families need to remember that the ‘delivery of excellence in teaching and learning’ will continue to be provided and 
ought to be accessed again as soon as the period of leave concludes. 
 
The Education Act requires that parents ensure their children of compulsory school age are enrolled at, and regularly 
attend school. Even with campus closures, parents and schools are still governed by this act. We will work with our families 
to ensure this can be done and school attendance rolls maintained. 
 
From Week 11 of Term 1 we will be rolling out the following as part of our remote learning delivery.  
 

Tracking Attendance - SECONDARY School 

Are you battling to get your teenager out of the bed in the morning? We are fully aware that with the incentive of a roll 
call at school now removed from your morning routines, many families will be finding it increasingly challenging to get 
their children moving and accessing their online courses in the morning. To help you with this, we are rolling out a 
compulsory ZOOM roll call for all Secondary students (Year 7-12) every day from 9:05am sharp. In this virtual roll call, 
students will experience an online version of what is the daily routine onsite at OAGS. They will: 

1. hear from their tutor and receive any notices and updates 
2. see their roll call peers via ZOOM, and 
3. be marked present for online learning or absent if not in the ZOOM meeting. 

We understand that for some students attendance at this meeting may not always be possible. Perhaps they are assisting 
a younger peer in the morning, helping with necessary tasks around the home at that time or organising their working time 
to be more evening focussed for other family reasons. If secondary students cannot make the roll call ZOOM meeting, it 
is a requirement that they send an email BEFORE 9:05am forecasting to their tutor the reason for their absence from roll 
call. In this instance, students will still be marked present as long as they are completing their coursework as is evidenced 
via their Canvas courses.  

In the event that a student is not present in their ZOOM roll call and has not sent an email explaining their absence with a 
valid and verifiable reason, they will be marked absent from school. As per current WHS guidelines, should this continue 
for three consecutive days the student’s family will be followed up via a phone call.  
 
Tracking Attendance - PRIMARY School 
 
We are conscious that the younger a child is, the more parent input is required to engage with online learning. Hence, 
we are not going to use a daily roll call meeting via ZOOM to log attendance for Primary students. Instead, classroom 
teachers are equipped to track student work and engagement on Canvas. Each day, teachers will use the analytics from 
Canvas to ensure their students have been accessing work daily, and spending sufficient time on their course work. 
Students who do so will be marked as present. Students who fail to demonstrate a baseline engagement with their course 
work will be marked as absent for the previous day’s work and should this be recurring over a three day period, the school 
will follow the family up via telephone to offer support.  
 

mailto:admin@oags.nsw.edu.au


                                       
Should you require any further clarity around these systems, please do make contact with us. These times are 
extraordinarily challenging for all, but I am repeatedly encouraged to hear the many stories of how our OAGS community 
is adjusting to the challenge.  
 
OAGS goes positively viral!  
You will no doubt have heard about the excitement in our community this week involving a 
video that we rolled out to the OAGS community. If you haven’t seen it, here it is 
https://youtu.be/dc4sFeBKwAE  
 
 
What was initially aimed at being a staff and student morale boosting video designed to 
encourage everyone to embrace the new ‘online’ nature of school, quickly took a turn!  

Mrs Colgan and Miss Stevenson put their creative 
minds together and cooked up some adapted 
lyrics for the iconic Daryl Braithwaite song 
‘Horses’. Mrs Colgan took some fun footage of 
our staff as they worked hard on their online 
programmes and continued developing 
connections with the students. Now, over 60,000 
people on YouTube and across numerous Facebook pages, including ABC’s 
Australian Story, have viewed the video. Mrs Colgan even received a 
personal phone call from Daryl Braithwaite in response! He was very 
impressed!  
 
 
Here are some links to see the wonderful coverage. We are so proud that our 
wonderful School is putting smiles on so many faces. We are all in this 
together!  

https://www.facebook.com/ABCAustralianStory/ 
https://www.centralwesterndaily.com.au/story/6708222/starstruck-colgan-blown-away-by-braithwaite-call-after-viral-
video/?cs=103&fbclid=IwAR14OprzHsqq6LbK6VU_2rlS3mTEfAhkjLGAJOMWxewuMW1LOw3yF4mQ8Zs 
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/centralwest/programs/breakfast/breakfast/12098982  (go to 3.00.20) 

Warm Regards, 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 

Chaplaincy Team  
We are particularly aware of the impact of the COVID-19 social distancing on what has historically been a core value of 
our school - our sense of close community. We are well equipped, via our chaplaincy team to serve and connect with 
our families in the face of ongoing isolation. All OAGS families can expect a phone call by the end of term from one of 
our Chaplaincy team to offer you our support, hear how you are travelling at this time and connect with you. 
 
It is with great excitement that I can confirm that Mrs Edwards is expecting her first child and will be taking Maternity leave 
from Week 4 of Term 2. We will miss her and wish her well. Through her work in music and performance across all stages of 
the school in both Primary and Secondary settings Mrs Priscilla Colgan will fill this void by working as an assistant Chaplain. 
We welcome her on board from Term 2 in this capacity as she continues with the great work in music that has been her 
main focus since commencing with us at OAGS.             

  

 
Mrs Priscilla Colgan 

priscilla.colgan@oags.nsw.edu.au 
 

Mrs Christine Edwards 
christine.clissold@oags.nsw.edu.au 

Mr James Esson 
james.esson@oags.nsw.edu.au 

  
Mr Steve Thompson - 

stephen.thompson@oags.nsw.edu.au 
Rev David Whittingham - 

david.whittingham@oags.nsw.edu.au 

 
 

https://youtu.be/dc4sFeBKwAE
https://www.facebook.com/ABCAustralianStory/
https://www.centralwesterndaily.com.au/story/6708222/starstruck-colgan-blown-away-by-braithwaite-call-after-viral-video/?cs=103&fbclid=IwAR14OprzHsqq6LbK6VU_2rlS3mTEfAhkjLGAJOMWxewuMW1LOw3yF4mQ8Zs
https://www.centralwesterndaily.com.au/story/6708222/starstruck-colgan-blown-away-by-braithwaite-call-after-viral-video/?cs=103&fbclid=IwAR14OprzHsqq6LbK6VU_2rlS3mTEfAhkjLGAJOMWxewuMW1LOw3yF4mQ8Zs
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/centralwest/programs/breakfast/breakfast/12098982
mailto:priscilla.colgan@oags.nsw.edu.au
mailto:christine.edwards@oags.nsw.edu.au
mailto:james.esson@oags.nsw.edu.au
mailto:stephen.thompson@oags.nsw.edu.au
mailto:david.whittingham@oags.nsw.edu.au
https://youtu.be/dc4sFeBKwAE


                                       
CADETS - 252 ACU 
To comply with government advice, the cadet organisation has been directed to stop weekly training and other 
activities within the community. However, during this time the staff and rank continue to plan and prepare activities for 
when we are permitted to return to normal operations. 
 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 situation participation by cadets (in uniform) at any Anzac Day activity is not 
authorised. 
 
All cadets need to 

• Ensure they can access CadetNet 
• access CadetNet on a regular (weekly) basis 
• set their secret question and answer (for password resets) 
• complete the online training - Defence Youth Safety Framework Level 6 (Youth) 

 

Captain (AAC) Terry Nye 
Admin Commander 

 
Primary Wednesday Sport 
How lucky are our students to be able to access such a wide variety of videos and tutorials to keep them actively 
entertained? The following are some links to a few examples of different activities our students can be doing at home to 
stay active and have fun!! 

• Exergames - This Physical Education provider has started an “Exercise from Home” programme where they show 
a new game every weekday through Facebook that students can follow and play in their house.    

• Cosmic Kids - Students can follow along to the story of Frozen, Moana or The Hungry Caterpillar doing basic yoga 
moves throughout.   

• GoNoodle - Students can dance along to some awesome moves, getting their hearts pumping and having fun 
while doing it! 

• Andy’s Wild Workouts - Andy from CBeebies (known from Andy’s Dinosaur Adventures and Andy’s Safari 
Adventure) leads aerobic activities targeted at the lower primary age in a fun and colourful way!  

 

We would love you to see some photos of you doing your Wednesday Primary Sport. Alternatively, if students have any 
more ideas they would like to share please email them to lauren.dellaca@oags.nsw.edu.au. 

Secondary Wednesday Sport 
Secondary students don’t have to miss out on doing their Weekly Wednesday Sport! Students 
can easily access a number of physical activities on their Sport Canvas Course each week. 
Students can join in with the activities and comment on what they thought of  the activity 
and even can suggest some games/sports they would like to try. In Week 9 students were 
given some fitness sessions with online fitness coaching videos called “P.E with Joe”. He posts 
regular workouts for people and has created more for people during this time in isolation. 
See below some of the comments from our OAGS students after their Week 9 Sport Session...  
 

 
 

https://www.exergames.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.youtube.com/user/GoNoodleGames
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=andy%27s+wild+workouts
mailto:lauren.dellaca@oags.nsw.du.au


                                       
Secondary PDHPE Practical Lessons 
Our Secondary PDHPE classes have been doing their best to keep fit and stay active whilst at home. All of our classes 
have been studying the 11 Components of Fitness over Term 1. Our Stage 4 students have been set challenges to 
complete Fitness @ Home, where they were to create a short video demonstrating how they could train for a chosen 
three components of fitness at home. Our Stage 5 classes were given the challenge to create a physical activity that they 
can easily do at home whilst in isolation that improves one of the components of fitness. Well done everyone! The videos 
we have seen of you completing these activities are great to watch and motivating! Check out some of the screenshots 
below of secondary students completing these fitness activities… 

 
 
Ms Lauren Della Ca 
Sports Coordinator 
 
Remote Learning Tips and Tricks for Primary Students   
As we enter a new world of remote learning, significant stress can be placed on both parents 
and students, as well as their relationships with each other. Remote learning offers a number of 
unique challenges for young learners and we would like to share some tips and tricks that may 
assist in addressing some of these areas for your family.  
Rest assured that every family experience will be different - and that’s OK! Finding the best 
solutions to fit your needs and expectations may take some trial and error. The below ideas 
offer you a starting point. 
 

• Create and maintain schedules and routines: 
 Set daily time limits for learning 
 Create a daily timetable outlining learning time and breaks 
 Use “Must Do, Can Do, Could Do’s” as a guide to weekly planning 
 Keep normal bedtimes and family routines 

• Ensure student take regular brain breaks: 
 Kindergarten & Stage 1 - 30 minutes work, 10-15 mins break 
 Stage 2 - 45 mins work, 10-15 mins break 
 Stage 3 - 1 hour work, 15 minutes break 

• Be realistic in your expectations. Primary aged students will require significant support to engage with their 
learning. Kindergarten and Stage 1 students will require 1-to-1 support to complete the majority of their work. 
Stage 2 children may be able to complete some work independently, however they will need assistance to get 
started, to plan their work for a day, to submit completed work and to stay on task. Stage 3 students should be 
beginning to develop more independent learning habits. However, they may continue to require significant 
scaffolding and direction to remain focused and on task. 

• Create a specific learning space - one that you can pack up or walk away from when ‘school’ is over. 
• Use the “When, Then strategy”: 

o “When you have completed A and B, then you can play on the trampoline.” 
• Consider timed device lockdowns for iPads: 

o block the distractions such as Facetime, TikTok etc 
o Apple offer a parental controls support page with all instruction - https://support.apple.com/en-

au/HT201304  
• Join the Stage-based Daily Zooms - these allow students to see and interact with their teachers and peers. They 

also reinforce the learning on Canvas. 
• Read every day - try a range of books, ebooks or audiobooks.  

Story Box is available for all OAGS students to access good quality literature via their Canvas course (Library 
module). It is a subscription based educational website for children to view stories being read aloud by storytellers. 

• Modify device time limits outside of learning time. 
Given the increased amount of screen time required to participate in remote learning, consider modifying your 
family’s expectations about device use as a form of entertainment. Perhaps engage your child by having them 
come up with a list of alternative activities they could do for fun that do not involve a screen. 
 

https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT201304
https://support.apple.com/en-au/HT201304


                                       
• Utilise the Physical Activity Suggestions inside your child’s Canvas course. Physical activity stimulates “feel good” 

chemicals in the brain and assists children to regulate their mood. Include some form of physical activity in each 
day. 

• Ask for help from your child’s teacher if you are unsure. 
• Take each day as it comes and adjust your schedule if needed. 

 
Your child’s class teacher is available to assist you with any questions or concerns you may be having about your remote 
learning experience. The only silly question is the one not asked. 

Mrs Jessica Willis 
Leader of Learning 
 
Equip 
Equip is a fun and interactive year 7 resilience & social skills class.  The skills we teach complement what 
parents and caretakers are already doing at home.   Some of the topics we teach include time 
management, healthy device and social media use, anger management, assertiveness training, stress 
management, and much more.  The students recently had two lessons on ‘Resilience in critical times’ on 
Canvas.   

 “In Equip, I enjoy learning about the different qualities and skills that we can use to keep 
leading a healthy relationship with not only our friends and peers/classmates but also with 
ourselves, and how we can help others to do the same. In Equip, we've been learning 
about goals, insight, coping with stress and anxiety, and resilience. Learning about these 
topics has helped me to become calmer and self-aware as an overall person, as well as 
showing me that, whilst we live in a world where we may constantly fall down, there is 
always someone there to pick us up. This has made me realise how lucky I am as a person 
to be surrounded by the friends, family, teachers and other school staff that I am.  
I just want to say how grateful I am for Nat and Mr Esson to be teaching us these important 
things. Throughout the term, they have put up with us Year 7s and taught us such 

important subjects that can prepare us for the rest of high school. Thank you, Nat and Mr Esson, for being so amazing and 
taking up the time to teach students about the important subject that is Equip!” - Izzy Turk - Year 7 
  
Term 2 will look at character strengths, self-awareness and other topics. 
  
Mr James Esson - Learning and Support Teacher and Chaplain & Mrs Natalie Daugherty - School Counsellor 
 
 
Tuning in to Teens 
Parenting a teenager can be an emotional rollercoaster for both teenagers and parents.  Parents are transitioning from 
the discipline and training years to coaching on the sidelines.   
 
The counselling department has been delivering an evidence based educational parent program 
called ‘Tuning in to Teens’ over the last six weeks (our last sessions have been delivered via 
Zoom).  ‘Tuning in to Teens’ is a trade mark of the University of Melbourne.  The focus of the program 
is to help parents better understand and manage their own emotions, thereby teaching their 
teenagers how to understand and regulate their emotions. We have been trialing this program to eleven parents from our 
OAGS community.   
 
 “So grateful to have had the opportunity to participate and learn through Tuning in to Teens, thank you. 
The information you shared and the lessons learnt have absolutely made me a better, more informed and empathetic 
mother and human. 
Sharing this experience with the other intelligent, funny, clever women has been awesome”.  
Nicole Ash 
  
If you would like to put your name down as an expression of interest for future groups, please email 
natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au.   
 
 
Building Confidence with Basketball and Social Skills 
With the amazing support from our senior students Tim Phiri and Amy Fulwood, the 
counselling department ran its first basketball social skills group with a handful of primary 
students. The aim of this group was to increase confidence through interactive confidence 
education, as well as learning some new basketball skills on the court.   
 
“I believe this group was important because it assisted the children in building a good 
foundation of confidence, which would hopefully support them throughout their schooling 
years, and maybe even beyond that. I believe the children continued to grow and 
increase in confidence each week as we saw them out in the playground and even in  

mailto:natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au


                                       
our social skills group. What I personally took from helping in this group was the ability to listen to the children, and attempt 
to empathise with them because I believe some of the children were misunderstood, and I appreciated having the 
opportunity to speak with the children and learn from them as much as they learnt from me” - Tim Phiri - Year 12 student. 

 
 “As a leader, this experience helped me understand not only the social struggles that the younger 
students face, but the mental struggles too. This program opened up my eyes and encouraged me 
to take a second look into the life of younger kids. It was warming to see the students come back 
each week, with higher confidence levels and more enthusiasm to contribute in the education 
discussions as well as having one-one-one conversations with Tim and 
I.   I enjoyed getting to know each of the students and discovering their 

own unique characteristics.  Tim and I led different basketball drills, and seeing their smiles after 
they would complete the drill or make the shot, was a really great feeling. Watching them 
blossom on the court was a highlight for me each week.  I hope the students enjoyed their time 
as much as I did. Mrs Daugherty should be commended on consistently brightening the sessions 
with her encouragement, knowledge and of course the lollies at the end of each!” - Amy 
Fulwood - Year 12 student.  
 
If you feel that your child would benefit from a lunchtime social skills group when school returns, please let your classroom 
teacher know. Thank you to Amy and Tim for their outstanding leadership skills and giving up their lunchtimes for six weeks! 
 
Natalie Daugherty 
School Counsellor 
 
Transition 
It has been an exciting and fun few weeks with lots of changes.  Everyone has pulled together to make it a success for 
our students. Transition students have been asking lots of questions about the ‘virus’ and are very well informed. They have 
adapted to class meetings with physical space and constant hand washing. The online learning is going well and it has 
been lovely to see so many of our students in our Transition Zoom meetings. In our language learning we have been 
exploring alliterations.  Here are a few examples from some of our clever students: Monsters munching Maddison by 
Matilda, Mummy makes magic marshmallows by Poppy, Six snakes slowly slithering by Archer and Lovely Lions Laughing 
by Evie.  We have not only been creative with our words, but also in our artwork. We were inspired by American artist 
Georgia O'keeffe, creating flowers.  You can see our wonderful examples below. We followed instructions to create 
Fabulously funny frogs, linking art to our learning about alliterations. We also created  positive and negative prints using 
rubber bands of different widths and sponge stamping. It has been wonderful to see the students being so courageous 
with their learning. 
 

   
 
Transition’s first Zoom. It was wonderful to see everyone online. 
 

  
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
The Transition Team 
 



                                       
Kindergarten Go Online 
The last few weeks has seen a change in the way we teach, present and learn our content. It has been amazing to see 
how our Kindergarten students have embraced online learning. We have a daily Zoom meeting at 9.30am where we can 
be ‘together’ as a Kindergarten group. We get very excited to see our friends and teachers all smiling and laughing, and 
we even get to see some of the amazing work that has been completed and submitted online. In our Zoom meeting we 
still have rules to follow, like putting our hand up and waiting our turn. We like to talk about interesting and exciting things 
we have done at home and how we are adapting to not being at school. 
Kindergarten have been learning lots of new sounds like ‘ee’, ‘ai’ and ‘ng’. We have listened to, and viewed stories online, 
and have written about our favourite part of ‘Rosie’s Walk’. We still practice our sounds, focus words and handwriting.  
We have created and interpreted graphs in Maths, have also been talking about Day and Night and things we do at 
these times of our day and created fantastic posters to represent this. 
In Science, we have been learning about materials and we made special ornaments to hang outside.  We have been 
creating amazing lunchbox ideas around the bento box and healthy eating and shared pictures with our friends of our 
foods that we prepared for lunch and recess. It has been a very busy time in Kindergarten making sure we are learning 
and having fun, being active and keeping in contact with each other. Below you will see some of our amazing work! 
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