
 

 

    OAGS News 
It ’s a date… 

 

Please note  that  a l l  dates  

are  subject  to  change g iven 

the  unpredic tab i l i ty  o f  the  

pandemic .   

 

29 July 

Co-Curricular Group Photo Day 

 

3 August 

Australian Mathematics Competition 

 

23 August 

WAS Secondary Athletics Carnival 

 

26 August 

Book Week Dress-up Day 

 

13 – 17 September 

Valedictory Week 

 

18 – 21 September  

NSW All Schools Athletics 

 

18 September – 10 October  

School Holidays 

 

20 October  

Kindergarten 2022 Orientation 

 

10 November  

Sports Awards Night 
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From the Headmaster…  

The Covid-19 pandemic that completely changed the landscape of our 
lives in 2020 has landed again in the Central West, and on Tuesday 
evening we were thrown into a snap Lockdown across the Orange Local 
Government area. In these difficult times the information comes thick, 
fast and is often contradictory and changing at a rapid pace. But 
throughout this, our focus on providing quality education and care to our 
students has not wavered.  

 On Wednesday, as we were made aware of close contacts in our community, we made 
the difficult decision to lockdown our school campus for two days and move to online 
learning in order to ensure our safety. I would like to personally thank our community for your 
support and understanding during this difficult time. Our current stance is that we will be 
moving back to face-to-face on campus learning from Monday 26 July 2021 onwards, but 
we will rely on community test results and the government and Health NSW to guide us in 
this space. Our Executive will be meeting on Sunday evening to review the situation and 
confirm the plan moving forward. Following this meeting communications will be sent out 
prior to 7am, Monday 26 July 2021, to all families. 

NSW Health have recently assessed the situation regarding secondary close contacts. 
Where a person has been identified as a close contact, then only people who have been 
in their households and their very close friends need to isolate until they receive a negative 
test, not other people at the school unless they have symptoms.    

Any staff or students who have been to a location with a confirmed COVID-19 case will 
need to follow the NSW Health advice. People who have been to an identified venue of 
concern who have been identified as a close contact, will need to follow the advice from 
NSW Health and get tested and self-isolate for 14 days. This information will have been 
communicated directly to those who are close contacts. 

If you have been to one of the venues on the NSW Government website and have not yet 
been contacted by NSW Health, please call 1800 943 553. 

Anyone who is a close contact must isolate for the full 14 days as directed by NSW Health 
and not return to school during this time. 

 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsw.gov.au%2Fcovid-19%2Fnsw-covid-19-case-locations&data=04%7C01%7CRYates%40aisnsw.edu.au%7C716afd44e79e4ec9937b08d94c2c38b5%7Ce73cbd62bffe4027acdaed49043eca43%7C0%7C0%7C637624575255177367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=V4kt1RoTG%2FdNfBp%2FnXT2Z%2BBOKMAp0yuDKhy41RQ7G1Y%3D&reserved=0


 
 

Anyone who has even the mildest of symptoms including fever, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of 
smell/taste, muscle/joint pains, diarrhoea, nausea/vomiting or extreme tiredness should immediately be tested and isolate 
until they get a negative test result and then when they are free of symptoms can return to school. 

Thank you for your continued support. We have received 
many positive and encouraging emails and calls from 
our community and we really appreciate this. I leave you 
today with a ‘throwback’ to the video of the OAGS team 
that went viral in 2020, with over 70,000 views and 
national television coverage last year. You will remember 
that Mrs Colgan even received a call from Daryl 
Braithwaite personally. In times like this, and in God's 
grace, there are always silver livings and strength to be 
found in Him.  

‘Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified 
because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; 
he will never leave you nor forsake you.’ Deuteronomy 
31:6 NIV 

May you be kept warm and safe this weekend.  

Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster    

 
 

Ascent Footwear Shoe Lace Tying 
Demonstration 

For a number of years, Blake Mitchell (area manager for 
Ascent Footwear) has visited OAGS to help our younger 
students learn a very important life skill – tying shoelaces. 

He continued this learning opportunity 
this week, visiting both Kindergarten and 
Stage 1 classes. Blake and Stuart from our 
local Athlete’s Foot store, gave a guided 
demonstration of how to tie a shoelace. Each student received a shoelace in a 
pencil case so they can practise this life skill. Thank you Blake and Stuart. 

Michelle Pearson 
Kindergarten Teacher  

 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/dc4sFeBKwAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=dc4sFeBKwAE&feature=youtu.be


 
 

Kindergarten Open Classroom  
 
It was a cold and dreary afternoon on Thursday, but that did not stop 
our Kindergarten families from braving the wintery conditions to come 
in to visit our magnificent Kindergarten space, in our first Open 
Classroom for 2021.  
 
The students have been working so hard this semester, and had lots of 
work to share with their families. There is a focus on developing subject 
specific skills and knowledge across all areas of learning, however, the 
students also explore connections between subjects. For example, 

students were able to share with their families the connections between text studied and their artworks. 
 
At OAGS, we make learning visible, which means students' 
understanding of the learning intention and success criteria is a key 
part of our teaching and learning practice. Kindergartens' 
understanding of both of these learning strategies was evident as they 
proudly showed off their work. It was impressive to hear some of our 
youngest students being able to share these concepts with their 
families.  
 
The day was brightened by the wonderful atmosphere in the 
Kindergarten room as the students guided their parents on their 
learning walk.  
 
Kindergarten Team 
Mrs Pearson, Mrs Purvis, Mrs Drury and Mrs Card 
 

   
 

     
 
 

 



 
 

 
Cadets - 252 ACUCADETS (face to face parading) in NSW was suspended as of midday on Monday 19th July due to the 

COVID situation. 
 
Congratulations to the 8 students who spent 7 days during the holiday break attending the NSW Promotion Courses. It was 
unfortunate that these were changed at short notice to online, due to the Covid outbreak in NSW. The students who 
qualified are: 
     
CUO/WO (Cadet Under Officer/Warrant Officer) - SGT Brynn Player and SGT Thapelo Nare 
SGT (Sergeant) Course - CPL Jessica Weir, CPL Scott McGoldrick, CPL Andrew Ingham and CPL James Bannister 
CPL (Corporal) Course - CDT Declan Linde and CDT Tengis Meiklejohn 
 
First Monday of each term is for Rank and Staff planning. Normal parades commence on the following Monday.  
 

Key dates for your diaries are:  
30 Jul - 1 Aug Term 3 Bivouac at Marrangaroo Army Camp (Lithgow) - Postponed (new date TBC) 
21-22 Aug New Recruit Induction - Postponed (new date TBC) 
22 Aug  Australian Cyber Taipan Competition 
12 Sep    Australian Cyber Taipan Competition 
18-25 Sep NSW ANNUAL CAMP (AFX)  
5-6 Nov  Term 4 Bivouac at Singleton Army Barracks 
4 Dec  Annual Ceremonial Parade 
4 Dec  Annual Formal Dinner 
 
Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC) 
Officer Commanding 
 
CHESS 
 
During the holidays some students attended the local Primary Schools competition and gained valuable experience. They 
played up to 7 games against other players of mixed ability.  
 
NSW Secondary Schools Knockout Competition (Western Region) 
OAGS has progressed to the final game and our opponents are St Johns College Dubbo. Unfortunately, due to COVID 
restrictions they are not allowed to travel to Orange to allow us to play face to face.    
 
Chess Club 
On Thursdays, due to the popularity and large numbers of students attending, it has become necessary that we now use 
two classrooms. We will also run a “Master Class” during these times to enhance the skills of selected players in Secondary 
and Stage 3.  
 
Primary Schools Competition. 
It is unfortunate that the competition, due to be held on 21and 22 July, has been cancelled due to the recent COVID 
outbreak and change of conditions. To be eligible to compete in the NSW competition we need to play before the end 
of Term 3. The coordinator is hoping that the COVID situation will allow us to play in Week 6 of this term.      
 
Terry Nye 
Chess Coordinator 
 



 
 

Hockey News 
  
Under 13’s Boy Representative Hockey 
Over the 9th ,10th and 11th July, Finn Dwyer, Nick Irwin and James Butt travelled to 
Parkes to take part in the Under 13’s State Hockey Championships. 
The boys were part of a strong Orange side who came up against some tough 
opposition in their pool games. The quarter final had Orange playing against a 
strong Tamworth side where they were very unlucky, going down 2 Nil. The play-offs 
saw the boys go down 2-1 to Newcastle in a very evenly matched game. The 
Orange boys were leading until the final minutes of the game. 
As defensive players Finn, Nick and James were an integral part of the team, with 
each of them playing some great hockey. Whilst the boys did not come away with 
the trophy, they showed great improvement in their hockey skills, formed new 
friendships and had a fun weekend. 
The boys always displayed great sportsmanship and respect for other players and 
officials. Well done boys. 
 

Under 11’s Representative Hockey 
On Sunday 18th July, Lily and Daisy Dwyer and Hallie Ellice travelled to Dubbo to 
represent Orange at the Western Conference Under 11s Tournament. This 
tournament is a great opportunity for players to gain valuable experience in the 
early stages of their representative hockey futures. Over the course of the day the 
girls had two wins, 2 draws and 2 narrow losses. The final game saw Orange play 
their ‘local derby’ against Molong, and they came away with a nil all draw after a 
shot on goal hit the post, missing by a whisker!  
The girls really enjoyed the experience of playing in different positions, with Coach 
‘Chappo’ encouraging them to try something new and develop diversity in their 
skills. Daisy Dwyer was strong in attack, with Hallie and Lily both dominating in 
midfield and defence. The girls represented both Orange and OAGS beautifully.  
 
Winter Hockey Season 
Week 1 saw an awesome round of hockey following the term break. On Monday 
night our U16 Killer Pythons and U18 Jelly Beans both drew against Cyms. 
Wednesday saw our Open Primary Pineapples take away a big win against Cyms, 
6-1, and Friday night our U14 Favourites came away with a loss - not without a good fight.  
Monday of week 2 was a great night for our senior teams, with U18s winning by a whopping 9-0, and the U16s winning 5-0. 
Both teams are currently sitting on top of the ladder! Unfortunately, we couldn’t play out the rest of the round with Orange 
going into lockdown.  
Keep practising your skills in the backyard during lunchtime breaks, and hopefully we will be back out on the field in no 
time.  
 
Monday 26 July - U18 Jelly Beans - cancelled due to lockdown 
Monday 26 July - U16 Killer Pythons - cancelled due to lockdown 
Wednesday 28 July - OP Pineapples - 5:30pm 
Friday 30 July - U14 Favourites - 4:30pm 
Monday 2 August - U16 Killerpythons - 5:30pm 
U18 Jelly Beans - no game 
Wednesday 4 August - OP Pineapples - 4:30pm 
Friday 6 August - U14 Favourites - 5:30pm 
 
There may be reshuffles due to lockdown. We will advise you of any changes when we know. 
 
Mrs Amanda Jewell  
Hockey Coordinator  



 
 
Transition News 
It is hard to believe that we are halfway through the year. As we move forward, 
we continue to work together to develop your child’s independence in 
preparation for their move into Kindergarten next year.  Children that start 
Kindergarten are able to demonstrate self care,are able to focus on their learning 
and new friendships rather than worrying about self help, and personal care skills. 
Simple skills such as; being able to pack and unpack their school bag, care for 
their belongings, put on and take off their jumper and shoes, open their lunch box 
and fill their water bottle independently, help them feel confident at the 
beginning of Kindergarten. Of course, teachers and staff will always be on hand 
to help, but children feel a real sense of achievement when they can accomplish 
things independently!  

We are continually working on these skills in Transition and I know many of you are 
encouraging  independence at home. When your child helps set the table, packs and 
unpacks the dishwasher and puts their clothes away, they feel a sense of 
accomplishment and feel that their contribution to family life is important. When we let 
our children do these things, they may not always be right and initially it definitely takes 
more time, but in the long run the time given now pays off into the future. I encourage 
you all to give your child jobs to do that contribute to family life and give them the 
opportunity to develop these essential skills.  When children are confident with these 
simple skills, when they are at school, they can focus on the fun of learning and 
friendships.  

 
Mrs Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator 
 
Lockdown 2.0 
 
Here we are, faced again with another Covid lockdown. I kind of feel like 
it’s groundhog day. While we are being advised to take all precautionary 
measures to avoid the spread of Covid, research has shown that there has 
been a dramatic increase in mental health issues, such as anxiety, 
depression, and other serious concerns across the globe since January 
2020.  As your School Counsellor, I want to stress that It is essential that we 
look after our minds and emotions as well as our families during these 
uncertain times. I recently came across this helpful picture on how to 
increase our brain's happy chemicals. Let me encourage you to share this 
with your family, post it on your social media pages, and put as many of 
these actions into practice every day.  
 

Additionally, I wanted to share some helpful eSafety Commissioner tips for 
staying safe online during the COVID-19 pandemic - 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/covid-19 
 

If you or your children need someone to talk to, please don’t hesitate to 
email me at natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au  for a private and confidential 
counselling session (Zoom for now). You and your children can also contact the 
Kids Helpline at 1800 55 1800 or Lifeline at 13 11 14.  Please stay safe and look 
after yourselves.  
 

Natalie Daugherty  
School Counsellor  
 
 

mailto:natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 

https://sco.wikipedia.org/wiki/Facebook
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar

