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Stay in touch…  
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From the Headmaster….  
As our Stage 3 Campers arrive back after a 
week of fun at Burrendong Sport and 
Recreation Centre, it reminds us that next 
week will see our busiest Secondary camp 
week of the year. I am confident that our 
Students and Teachers will have a 
wonderful week facing new challenges, 
developing relationships and building 
resilience. I am grateful for our Staff who 
take the time away from their homes and 
families to support our Students on these 
wonderful experiences.  
 
Staff changes  
I would like to inform you that Mr Ben Doyle will be finishing up at OAGS this term. Mr 
Doyle has taken an opportunity to move out of the Sport/PDHPE area, accepting a 
position teaching Mathematics full time. Thank you to Mr Doyle for all of his hard 
work and dedication to the students of OAGS. Whilst Mr Doyle will be missed we are 
very confident that Ms Lauren Della Ca and Mrs Amanda Jewell, with the 
assistance of Miss Abby Tilburg, will continue on supporting the wonderful athletes 
within our school community.  
 
Easter 
It was fantastic to look out across the Primary playground and see our community 
having a wonderful celebration last Friday. As the saying goes ‘many hands make 
light work’, there are some members of our community that I am indebted to:   

 Thank you to Mr and Mrs Andrew and Angel Chua from Bakers Delight, 
parents of Dhennise, who fulfilled our order of 300 delicious hot cross buns 
at short notice.  

 Thank you to our amazing P&F. From sausages to Biryani, Easter Hampers 
and the wonderfully stocked Second Hand Clothing store, to set up, clean 
up and pack up. We are eternally grateful for all of the volunteers who 
gave their time to assist.  

 Thank you to our ‘unofficial’ ‘Master of Ceremonies’, Head of Wellbeing Mr 
Keith Macleay. You always have the ‘bigger picture’ in mind and your 
creativity and enthusiasm is like no other!  

 Thank you to my 
dedicated Teaching, Support, 
Admin and Grounds staff. Events 
like the Easter Fair don’t happen without you and your commitment 
to making every day wonderful for our students and community.  
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 
 
 
 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please visit the live calendar 

on the Website  
 

Stage 4 Urban Challenge 
8 – 12 April 2019 

 
Year 9 Somerset Camp 

8 – 12 April 2019 
 

Year 10 Urban Odyssey 
8 – 12 April 2019 

 
Wellness Night  

‘Caring for our Carers’  
10 April 2019 

 
End of Term 1 
12 April 2019 

 
Year 12 D&T Workshop 

13 April 2019 
 

Anzac Day  
25 April 2019 

 
KYCK Youth Conference 

26-28 April 2019 
 

OAGS Cross Country 
1 May 2019 

 
New Courts Official 

Opening 
2 May 2019 



                        

From the Leader of Wellness 
Greetings everyone,  
The Australian Student Wellbeing Framework supports Australian schools to provide each and every 
student with the strongest foundation possible for them to reach their aspirations in learning and in 
life. The Framework is based on evidence that demonstrates the strong association between 
safety, wellbeing and learning. 
The wellbeing of children and young people is enhanced and their learning outcomes optimised 
when they feel connected to others and experience safe and trusting relationships. Students who 
feel connected, safe and secure are more likely to be active participants in their learning and to 
achieve better physical, emotional, social and educational outcomes. Parents, educators and the 
wider school community who feel valued and supported are more likely to engage positively with their school and 
build stronger connections within the school community. Enhancing the wellbeing of students and their educators 
delivers overall long-term social, health and economic benefits to the Australian community. 

 
 
PARTNERING WITH OAGS 
Please join us on Wednesday April 10 from 6.00pm - 8.00pm to be part of our next wellness event. Effective family and 
community partnerships with school to support student learning, safety and wellbeing is one of the five elements in the 
student wellbeing framework. Proactively building collaborative relationships with families and communities to create 
a shared understanding of how to support student learning, and developing strategies to sustain culturally respectful 
partnerships with families and communities that are welcoming and inclusive is central to my role as the Leader of 
Wellbeing at OAGS. Our collective vision can only be realised through the donation of time and expertise of our long 
term and committed volunteers and it is hoped that by sharing the rich and varied avenues of involvement with our 
new and long term OAGS families,  we can foster connectedness and feelings of belonging that are essential for 
wellbeing at school. These relationships are characterised by constructive interactions that provide enthusiastic and 
genuine opportunities to share our experiences. They are important because they help us to build a socially inclusive 
school environment, that in turn nurtures other positive, caring and respectful relationships. 
 
Whether it be parent readers in classrooms, coaching a sporting team, assisting on excursions, participating in working 
bees or simply turning a sausage on the BBQ at a P&F fundraiser, if the parents and the broader school community are 
actively participating in the school and helping out then our students will also develop positive connections with 
parents, which in turn, contributes to learning in environments outside of the classroom. 
The evening will be interactive, fun, thought provoking and encourage change in how we go about involving our 
community in school events.  I'd also like everyone to go away with something tangible (as a team) on how to move 
forward.  
There will also be a creche for children, so that parent who would like to come but might not because of having to 
find or pay for a babysitter, will have their children looked after while they attend the Wellness Session. 
I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Mr Keith Macleay 
Head of Wellbeing 
 

From the Sport Department 
The first season of OAGS Open Girls Basketball team was a great success with the team participating in the Orange 
Basketball Girls High School Division 1 competition. For most of the girls this was their first introduction to playing 
basketball, with only Hailey and Izzy having played before. So armed only with some Netball experience the rest of the 
girls quickly learnt that there is a vast difference between netball and basketball. In particular getting used to not 
having to remain 3 feet from the ball and aggressive defence where you are allowed to take the ball from the 
offence player. 
 



                        
Our first couple of games in the season we came up against some very strong teams but as 
the season progressed the girls soon developed their knowledge and understanding of the 
rules and how to achieve a strong defence. The team had some great wins throughout the 
season and this put the team in the Division 1 competition where the other teams were very 
strong with the teams consisting of many Orange Basketball Representative players.  
 

The girls were able to be competitive and made it all the way to the Semi Finals, finishing 
the season in a commendable 4th place in the top division. I am very proud of the girls as, 
each week they improved, and were soon developing an interest in playing basketball. I 
had many comments from the other team coaches saying how the girls had developed 
throughout the season and were becoming a very good team. 
 

I am sure that if the girls continue to play basketball, their knowledge and skills will improve 
so at the next competition we have a greater chance at winning when finals come 
around. It has been a great pleasure to be the team's coach and to watch each week as the girls improved and 
started to grow a keen interest in a sport that I love as it is a great game for everyone to play. 
 
Lee Spirit-Jones 
OAGS Girls Basketball Coach 
 
 
Senior Boys Basketball – Playing for all the Marbles 
It has been a busy fortnight for the Senior Boys Basketball Team as they fought 
through the elimination bracket all the way to the Grand Final. In the Preliminary 
Final, our team dropped the hammer offensively in taking themselves to a big 
lead. Kinross, however, came storming back to pull within three points in the 
closing minutes. Due to some strategic clock management under the leadership 
and ball-handling of Jock, Ryan and Tim, we successfully played “hold ball” for 
the last three minutes of the game to deny Kinross the opportunity to get back 
into the game. Our opponents coach also complimented our boys on improving 
drastically in this second-half of the season, which is a testament to their growth 
and determination to work on their games collectively and individually.  
 

In the Grand Final, against the “Thunder”, the number one seed whom had blown us off 
the court in our last meeting, we came out all guns blazing. We jumped out to an early 
lead, which we took into halftime. Our opponent was unable to initiate their offense 
throughout the match due to our defensive scheme, a box and one in which we 
hounded their ball handlers throughout the match. A standout on both ends of the floor 
and man of the match was Harry Buckland, whose defensive tenacity and timely shot-
making kept us in the game. Ultimately, we fell 22-18, however, I could not have been 
prouder of our team. They fought well throughout and I was impressed by their maturity 
in sticking together during a game which digressed as a result of a range of factors that 

were out of their control.  

The following quote from Super Bowl winning quarterback, Nick Foles encapsulates both winning and losing and the 
way we can choose look at the world in today’s society. His example teaches us lessons about growth and that 
winning is not everything and it is important to embrace the journey; 

"I think the big thing is don't be afraid to fail, I think in our society today, Instagram, Twitter, it's a highlight reel. It's all the 
good things. And then when you look at it, when you think like, wow, when you have a rough day, 'My life's not as 
good as that,' (you think) you're failing. Failure is a part of life. It's a part of building character and growing. Without 
failure, who would you be? I wouldn't be up here if I hadn't fallen thousands of times. Made mistakes. We all are 
human, we all have weaknesses, and I think throughout this, (it's been important) to be able to share that and be 
transparent. I know when I listen to people speak and they share their weaknesses, I'm listening. Because (it) resonates. 
So I'm not perfect. I'm not Superman. I might be in the NFL, I might 
have just won a Super Bowl, but, hey, we still have daily struggles, I 
still have daily struggles. And that's where my faith comes in, that's 
where my family comes in. I think when you look at a struggle in 
your life, just know that's just an opportunity for your character to 
grow. And that's just been the message. Simple. If something’s 
going on in your life and you're struggling? Embrace it. Because 
you're growing." 

In closing, the players on this team have all grown individually and 
as a group and I could not be more proud of who they have 
become both on and off the court. There is no doubt in my mind 
that they will take this experience and be the better for it.  

Mr Luke Simkins 
Basketball Coach 

 



                        

Library@OAGS 
Easter Book Fair:  
Thank you to all of the parents and families who supported the Easter Book Fair. It was a very successful and a fun day. 
The commission that the school earns from Scholastic Book Fairs is a very generous 30%, which is used to purchase 
resources for the classrooms and Library. There will be another Book Fair during Book Week in August.  

NSS2019 
The National Simultaneous Storytime is an annual event held every year to celebrate children’s 
literature and reading. The book chosen for this year is “Alpacas with Maracas” by Matt Cosgrove. 
Ms Taylor will be working with classes to produce a reading and performance, which will be held on 
Wednesday the 22nd of May.  

Book Club 
Thank you to parents and families who support Book Club at OAGS. All orders generate points for the school which are 
spent on resources for classrooms and learning and teaching programs. Orders for Issue number 2 should have been 
handed out to students by the time you are reading this.  

Book Week 2019 
The Short List has been announced which means it is time to start thinking about the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia’s Book Week! OAGS will celebrate this week in August with a Book Fair and a 
special Book Week Assembly. The theme this year is “Reading is my Secret Power”. What secret 
power would you want to have? Invisibility? Super strength? The ability to read people’s minds?  

PRC 
Ms Taylor has received a small number of student reading records already and looks forward to 
many more to come. Well done to those super keen readers, and keep up the great reading everybody!  

Ms Taylor 
Teacher-Librarian 

 
 
252 Army Cadet Unit – ORANGE 
 
The Army Cadet Unit has had a great beginning with over 50 
attending each Monday. Our first Bivouac was held at 
Holsworthy Army Base last weekend where we left the rain 
and cold behind in Orange and had sunny days. A delayed 
departure was due to some last minute attendees so we had 
to source another vehicle (not easy to do at 7am on a 
Saturday morning) rather than disappoint 3 students. On 
arrival we went straight into shooting at the WTSS (Weapons 
Training Simulation System) where some cadets had some 
very impressive scores. Following that we visited the Engineer Corps Museum.  

 
We then moved to our campsite shared with other cadets from units based at 
Wollongong, Campbelltown and Mittagong. Cooking ration packs in the wind 
proved a challenge however morale was high and most achieved some sort of hot 
meal. After some night lessons, everybody was thankful to zip up the tents and go 
to sleep. The 6am early morning roll was well done with everyone up and dressed 
10 minutes after being woken up! Then the challenge of cooking breakfast and 
packing up followed by a rotation of 3 lessons before moving to the $23m 
swimming pool complex. Unfortunately we could only look at the obstacle course 
suspended above the pool as it was closed for 
repairs. Following a hot shower we looked at the 

C130E Hercules aircraft (used for parachute drills training) and then had a meal in the 
Soldiers Mess - with many being amazed at the selection and quantity of food 
available.  
 
The return trip was uneventful except for a longer stop than planned at Lithgow 
Maccas while a bus was refuelled which then led to another toilet stop at Bathurst. 
Thank you to the fathers who assisted find another vehicle on Saturday morning. 
Thanks also to Russell Player, Linda and Peter McGoldrick, Louis Stringer and Terry Nye 
for driving and providing the adult supervision for the weekend.   
 
Mr Terry Nye 

 
 
 



                        

Kindergarten 
 
Kindergarten Koalas and Possums have been busy exploring all aspects of the curriculum this term, 
and this includes producing some amazing art works. Many of these creations require multiple 
processes and provide learning opportunities across the curriculum, such as talking and thinking 
about shapes, sizes and direction to deepen mathematical knowledge. Opportunities to strengthen 
language skills are also possible when students are able to reflect on their own artwork or provide 
others with feedback. Making connections across subjects provides experiences for students to 
deepen their understanding.  
 
Well done to Kindergarten students and teachers. 
 
Mrs Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         
 
 
A Teacher on Tour 
 
Ubermenschen – The secret Jewish history behind comic books 
This past week, one of our very own, Mr Luke Simkins was invited to speak at the AIS NSW History 
Conference. Educators from both private and public sectors converged on the Kings School to 
hear presenters talk on topics from a range of historical perspectives, with an emphasis on big 
ideas and turning points in history.  Mr Simkins reflects on the experience below: 

SHA: So Mr Simkins, what did you present on? 

LSI: I presented a seminar on “Graphic Art and Memory”, about the secret Jewish history behind comic books. For 
example, most of the comics that we enjoy as both text and movie adaptations today have a great deal of history, 
allegory and metaphor behind them. From the very first Superman and Captain America comic strips in which they 
fought against Nazism to Batman, Spiderman and the X-Men, they all are dealing with Jewish people processing the 
transmission of trauma as a result of the Holocaust.  

SHA: Tell us more! 

LSI: Jerry Siegel, the creator of Superman stated; “What led me into creating Superman 
in the early thirties?….Hearing and reading of the oppression and slaughter of helpless, 
oppressed Jews in Nazi Germany ….seeing movies depicting the horrors of privation 
suffered by the downtrodden.… I had the great urge to help…. help the downtrodden 
masses, somehow. How could I help them when I could barely help myself? Superman 
was the answer.”  This clearly shows how Siegel dealt with the oppression of Nazism as 
well as providing a measure of escapism for himself and those in the Jewish community.  

SHA: Those points are compelling. I remember reading a lot of lighthearted ‘footrot flats’ 
as a kid, however there’s a real depth to what you’re talking about here. 



                        
LSI: Absolutely. “’To remember’ in Hebrew means something different to what it does in 
English. For us, the word ‘remember’ has to do with thinking about something, however, in 
Hebrew, it is about an action, it is about doing something”. As part of my presentation at the 
conference, I was eager to explain that as part of project-based learning, students can turn 
memory into action through adapting Holocaust survivor testimony into graphic novels. This 
also creates cross-curricular links for both students and teachers as the study of a graphic 
novel is now offered as part of the English syllabus from Years 7 – 10. For instance, while 
students study the Pulitzer Prize winning novel ‘Maus’ in English, they could concurrently be 
studying the context of the Holocaust in History. This then allows for students and teachers to 
come together and work on a collaborative project, such as creating graphic novels on 
survivor testimony. This is particularly useful in a K-12 school where through the creation of 
these novels, the Holocaust becomes accessible to Stage 3 students.  

SHA: This is certainly a big push in educational thinking and literature at the moment isn’t it. The ‘siloing’ of faculties and 
subjects is being challenged by a push to see far greater cross-faculty learning experiences that more closely mimic 
real-world overlaps of history, english, science, mathematics etc. Thank you for taking the time to share with us Mr 
Simkins. 

LSI: Anytime!  

Overall, Mr Simkins participation in the AIS Conference was a resounding success, with many educators agreeing to 
take up this concept in their history classes and most admitting that they will never look at comic books the same 
again. Feedback from participants to the AIS Teaching and Learning Consultant, Carlo Tuttocoure was that this 
presentation was inspirational, resulting in an invitation being extended to Mr Simkins to present on a new topic at next 
year's’ conference. This is a great achievement for OAGS, again showing why we are at the forefront of education in 
our approach to teaching and learning and I congratulate Mr Simkins on flying the flag for OAGS in the teaching 
community.  

Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 

 
HSC Stress Less Presentation 
 
Last Thursday, Years 11 & 12 got the privilege of sitting down and 
learning skills to help us prepare for and “survive” the HSC. We got to 
hear from Skillset who came and discussed what they do and ways to 
get Apprenticeships & Traineeships. It was great knowing that their main 
focus is our future and assisting us with kickstarting our career. Mrs 
Daugherty talked to us about the differences between stress, anxiety 
and depression. We all gained a deeper understanding of what they 
were and ways to look out for warning signs.  Mrs Daugherty got us to 
participate in a group activity based on the different year 11 & 12 
stresses and coping methods. We got given sticky notes to write down 
what has been stressing us out and to stick it on the wall.  Had we had 
an extra 10 minutes,  most of the wall would have been covered 
because the HSC is stressful!  We then wrote down ways that we 
individually cope with our stresses, ranging from things like exercise, 
music, food and having a good chat with someone you trust. We then 
got to hear from a 2018 HSC graduate named Jess Grant.  Jess gave us 
a presentation on what she went through and provided us her top 10 
tip list on how to overcome HSC stress.  A tip that I thought was great 
was to pick a hobby and to stick with it.  Jess’s hobby was horse riding; 
she allowed time for herself to do it,  which allowed her to recharge 
and take her mind off assessments and work. I really liked how we were 
able to relate to her, and how she made the HSC look a little less scary 
by putting lots of humour into her presentation and conversation.    
  
Overall,  I thought it was great to spend time figuring out ways to help us 
deal with the challenges we’re about to or are already facing in our 
senior years of school. A big thank you to Mrs Daugherty, Skillset and 
Jess Grant for coming in and helping us think about our plan for tackling 
the HSC & life after high school.    
  
Jessica Bennett 
Year 11 Student 
 



                        

Year 11 RYDA Excursion 
On Wednesday the 20th of March, the Year 11 students participated in the RYDA Road Safety Program run by Rotary. 
The programme was a full day for the students as they experienced 6 presentations about preventing accidents, 
stopping distances of cars, the aftermath of a crash, preventions for crashes, the restrictions L and P platers have, how 
to lower distractions and the difficulties trucks have when driving. There were a variety of presenters for the programme 
which included police and police officers as well as members of Rotary and a serious car crash survivor. The main goal 
of the programme was to raise awareness about accidents and how we can impact and lower the number of driving 
accidents that occur in Australia. The students were heavily influenced by this programme and gave them a greater 
appreciation for how easily accidents can happen. Students now feel a greater sense of responsibility when driving 
and realise that they need to make wise decisions when behind the wheel. The Year 11 students would like to thank all 
the Rotary members, police and ambulance officers for running this programme and we extend this thank you to Mr 
Brown for taking the students. 
 
Anastasia Skinner 
Year 11 student 
 

       
 
 
Blue Mountains - Govetts Leap -  Geography Excursion 
On Friday, 15th March, students in Years 7 accompanied by Mr Simkins and 
Mrs Kerridge visited the Blue Mountains National Park at Blackheath. The 
students were guided by fantastic NPWS Discovery Ranges, Chris and Paul, 
through an informative presentation on local Aboriginal culture and people 
and a guided walk. During the walk students learnt about why the Blue 
Mountains National Park became a World Heritage area and learnt about 
weather skills. The guided walk led students to Govetts Leap, one of the 
most famous lookouts in Australia. The students viewed the magnificent 
valley and waterfall that drops 180m. A special thanks to Mr Hazelton who surprised students by dropping in on the 
day.   

 
 
 
 
Chess 2019 
The OAGS Chess Club commenced this term with social games on Thursday lunchtimes and the Secondary Chess 
Team played their first game in the Western Schools Secondary Chess Competition. Each Thursday students have been 
learning the rules of the game and have been provided with advice on chess strategies by Mr Cummins in preparation 
for the Inter school Chess Competition in Terms 2 and 3. The Secondary Chess Team is made up of Scott McGoldrick, 
Rhys Johnston, Tyler Jones, Clay Perkins and Archie Casey. The first  round was played at Orange High School on 
Tuesday, 26th March 2019. They were fortunate to win overall and move onto the next round, where they will play 
Orange Christian School. We wish the team all the best. 
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You are invited to…. 
Sculpture in an Orange Garden. 
(SOG) is a selling exhibition of sculpture displayed in a 
large established country garden in Orange NSW – held 
during the annual Orange F.O.O.D Week 
Preview Cocktail Party – Friday 12 April 2019 Book online 
here 
Friday 12th April 2019; 4.30 – 7pm.  $35 – bookings 
essential 
OR book and pay at the Orange Regional Gallery 
To be opened by Paul Selwood 
Exhibition: Saturday & Sunday 13 & 14 April 2019 
Exhibition open from 10am – 4.30pm each day 
$10 per adult, $15 a couple, children free 
No need to book 
Children’s sculpture workshops 1- 3pm each day 
SOG LOCATION:  Rosemont, 909 Cadia Road ORANGE – 10 minutes from central Orange. Google maps will 
get you there!  And it will be signposted at key intersections. 
 

 

  



                        
 

 
 
 
 
  

       
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                        

 
Monday 15th April - Wednesday 17th April 

Bookings: https://www.codecamp.com.au/venues/kinross-wolaroi-school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


