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NEWSLETTER           
28 September 2018 

From the Headmaster… 

Valedictorius 

Each year the end of Term 3 places an emphasis on honouring 
our Year 12 and finishing well.  

Whilst the Holy Trinity is our intended venue for the Valedictory Service each year, they 
were unable to accommodate us on this occasion. St Barnabas Anglican Church 
provided us with an excellent alternative venue. An intimate setting had emotions 
running high. There are 10,000 reasons why, but the School Captain’s speeches from 
Laura and Hamish broke the seal on the water works early, as tears made their way 
in to the proceedings from students, parents and staff. Reverend Bob Cameron, 
rector of St Barnabas, opened the proceedings with a warm welcome, whilst the Right 
Reverend Bishop Ian Palmer brought the evening to a close for the Year 12, by 
collecting them for a moment of reflection and a laying on of hands before sending 
them on their way. 

‘For this reason I remind 
you to fan into flame the 
gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of 
my hands. For the Spirit 
God gave us does not 
make us timid, but gives 
us power, love and self-
discipline.’ 2 Timothy 1:6-7 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important 

dates please find the live 
calendar on the Website: 

http://www.oags.nsw.edu.a
u/notes-info 

School Holidays 
Commence 

28 September 2018 

OAGS Plus Holiday Club 
2 -12 October 2018 

Term 4 Commences 
15 October 2018 

Parents as Partners Evening 
16 October 2018 

P & F Second Hand Clothing 
17 October 2018 

HSC Commences 
18 October 2018 

Middle School Disco 
18 October 2018 

2019 Instrumental Music 
Information Evening 

23 October 2018 

OAGS Wellness Night/Keep 
your Kids Safe Info Session 

24 October 2018 

Kindergarten Orientation 
commences 

24 October 2018 

Australian National Field 
Days 

25 October 2018 

http://www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/
https://edumate.orangegrammar.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/notes-info
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.au/notes-info


                                       
 
I would also like to thank Mr Goolagang & Mr Newman who attended the Service in order to 
present the ATSI acknowledgement award. To my knowledge, Vanessa Drabsch is our first 
aboriginal graduate of OAGS. I have been discussing with Vanessa how we might 
acknowledge and honour this achievement both now and in to the future, whilst 
encouraging those who are to follow in the future. 

 
The Service was followed in the 
morning by a BBQ breakfast for 
staff and Year 12 students 
along with a whole school 
Valedictory Assembly. The 
students and staff said their last 
farewells with humour and 
heartfelt thanks. Hamish and 
Laura on behalf of Year 12 presented the School with a 
noticeboard and plaque as their parting gift to the School. 
In return the Transition students presented each of the Year 
12 students with an OAGS signature bear. A student tunnel, 
14 school years long, was made and our Year 12 passed 

through the years from Transition to Year 11 and finished as a Year 12, ready for their HSC and all that is to come.  
 
 

   
 
To our Year 12, ‘No matter where you come, no matter how high or how low you achieve, 
from 99.5 ATAR to ATAR a-terrible, His love is constant, His promise hope and peace is secure. 
And what do we have to do, in order to find this peace? Micah 6:8 tells us ‘… to act justly and 
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God’. Year 12 we pray that during this stressful 
time, you will find a constant peace, by walking humbly through your stresses and strains, your 
troubles and self doubts, with your God who loves you.’ 
 

School Captains 2019 
 
At the Valedictory Service and Valedictory Assembly the School Captains were announced for 2019. 
 
School Captains - Alicia 
Robinson and Angus 
Johnston 
 
School Vice Captains - 
Jessica Windus and Tyler 
Jones 
 
School Senior Prefect - 
Emerson Ginns 
 



                                       
School House Captains & Leaders - Bronte Preston, Jackson Willis, Jessica Bennett, Charlie Watson, 
Tim Phiri and Claire Ferguson. 

Congratulations to all. 
 
 A special mention to ‘Jumping Jax’, Jackson Willis who participated in the NSW All Schools Athletics 
Competition in Sydney the day after the Service. Jackson took the silver medal in the triple jump and is 
now off to the Australian All Schools in Cairns. Well done, we are all very proud of your achievements. 
  
 

Thank You Miss B and Mrs Jewell  
 

Lisa Bayly and Amanda Jewell finish their work with us at the end of this term. 
Whilst we say farewell knowing that they may return in the not too distant 
future, I would like to take the time to acknowledge their work.  
 
Lisa, ‘Miss B’ has worked at OAGS ten years this month. Her love for the School 
and care of the students has been outstanding. I have always appreciated 
Lisa’s support and enthusiasm. We will all miss her and look forward to keeping 
in touch and seeing what the future holds.  

   

 
Covering for Lauren Della Ca whilst on maternity leave, Amanda 
‘Jewellsy/AJ’, has had an enormous impact on the life of our students 
in a very short period of time. Her warmth and engagement with our 
students in the Secondary School has been admirable and 
inspirational. We wish Amanda well in to the future and hope for her 
return when possible. 

 
 
                                           



                                       
Momentum Building 
 
The construction of the COLA for basketball, netball and the creative and performing arts, is well under way and on 
schedule. The major assembly of the steel work should be happening in the second week of the School holidays 
depending on steel fabrication and delivery time. During the groundwork phase we have been able to extend the 
sandstone tiered stadium to include an outdoor amphitheatre towards the back of the Media Centre. This was a vision 
shared with me by the Year 12 in October of 2017. In doing so ‘Will’s Garden’ will be transformed into a peace garden 
and the vegetable component redesigned to be more manageable for students and moved to a more accessible 
location within the Primary play area. I would like to thank Will and the Jeffress family as well as Gem Green for their 
willingness to work with the new developments and suggestions along the way.  
 

 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable long weekend,  
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 
 
Primary CIS Athletics 
Eight of our top primary school 
athletes made their way to 
Sydney Olympic Park Athletics 
Centre to compete in the CIS 
Athletics Championships, after 
gaining selection in the HICES 
team for their strong 
performances in Sydney two 
weeks ago.  CIS brings together 
all independent schools in the state and the competition is very strong.  Our athletes competed with pride and 
determination. 
Special mention must be made of our Junior Girls Relay Team (Lucy, Grace, Milla and Jocelyn) who finished strongly in 
the heats to make it through to the relay finals.  They managed to drop their time from the HICES carnival by a massive 
2 seconds, finishing a very close 4th place.  This is an amazing achievement and demonstrates their commitment to 
practise and their drive to improve and succeed. 



                                       
Following her performance at the carnival, Jocelyn Blair has now qualified for the NSWPSSA Athletics Championships to 
be held in October.  Jocelyn qualified for the CIS team for both the 100m and the 200m, claiming a silver medal in in 
each of these and collecting several PBs along the way. 

Secondary AICES Athletics Championships 

A team of 24 secondary students started their day at 4.30am to travel to 
Sydney Olympic Park Athletics Centre for the AICES Athletics 
Championships.  AICES forms an association of 67 different independent 
schools within NSW, making the competition very strong.  Our team were 
relentless in their cheering and support of each other, encouraging each to 
give their all. 
A record number of secondary students have been selected in the AICES 
team after finishing in the top 3 of their event.  They will be competing at the 
Secondary CIS Athletics Championships on Tuesday 25th of September.  
Congratulations to Jessica Curtin, Bayden Willis, Zac Pavy, Georgia Oakes, 
Brianna Sherlock, Jackson Willis and Olivia Hazelton-Berry. 

 
Run With Brendan Clinic 

Prior to the OAGS Sports Awards, our keynote speaker, Brendan Davies, held a run clinic for some of our ADP and TAP 
students, as well as other interested young runners.  Brendan engaged with the students in a fun and lively set of activities, 
aimed at improving their overall fitness levels as well as their skills in long distance running. 
Brendan also shared some of his stories and highlights with the students in order to motivate them to keep training and 
running.  Although very puffed, red-faced and tired, all participants agreed that it was a fantastic afternoon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A short video showcasing the run clinic and sports awards night can be viewed here via the OAGSTV youtube channel. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SqD8DPZGmxw 
 
Mrs Jessica Willis 
OAGS Athletics Coordinator  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SqD8DPZGmxw


                                       
‘Under Siege’ - Medieval History and Design Thinking 
Design thinking is essentially a problem solving 
process utilised in many industries and directly 
applicable to problems related to Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
disciplines. However, other subject areas, such as 
Visual Arts and History can also be utilised within a 
design-thinking framework. This was certainly the 
case last week when Year 8 undertook two 
design-thinking days centred around the Middle 
Ages, requiring both creativity and historical 
knowledge. Each activity undertaken during this 
process would result in student teams gaining 
points to be recorded on a scoreboard and 
updated in real time. 

Firstly, teams were required to create a heraldic 
name and coat of arms that would distinguish 
them from one another. They then painted their unique heraldic design onto tunics to be worn over the next two days, 
as well as their toy soldiers to be targeted in challenges later on in the design thinking process. Points were awarded for 
heraldic design, presentation and realism, which all went towards team’s individual scores. This particular aspect of the 
challenge really tested students’ artistic ability and memory from their history classes to create a design and name, 
which were both creative and historically accurate. It was fantastic to see some teams employ Latin names, such as 

Ferox militibus (Wild soldiers), Ventus ascensores (Riding on the wind) and Regnum ignis 
sacer (Kingdom of fire). We even saw one team display their love of all things pizza 
through the name Papa Giuseppi.  

The second element of the design thinking challenge required students to design and test 
a prototype siege weapon based on the design brief; “design a solution to the projection 
of a ‘rock’ (ping pong ball) to fulfil a variety of different challenges”. These challenges 
consisted of; battle rounds against enemy soldiers from different distances, range 
challenges and the siege of both a keep and concentric castle. To undertake this 

challenge, students utilised the following resources; 2 plastic spoons, 1 clothes peg, 5 rubber bands, 2 foam cups, 10 
paddle pop sticks, 5 skewers, 1 balloon and 1 roll of tape. Ultimately the spoils of war could only be bestowed upon the 
top three teams, with “Mediae Militibus”, “OP” and  the “Democratic Totalitarianism of Evil” taking out third, second and 
first place respectively from a culmination of activities undertaken.   

Design thinking was an overwhelming 
success as the whole Year 8 cohort 
were able to build on the content they 
had learnt in their History classroom 
during Term 3 about heraldry, siege 
weapons and castles to develop ideas, 
build physical and virtual prototypes 
and compete in a range of both 
heraldic and siege related 
competitions. This initiative allowed 
both staff and students to see the connection between different domains and aided student motivation and 
engagement. A collection of Year 8 student reflections summed up the two days activities thus:  

“The creative and design aspect of design thinking for the Middle Ages was an exciting way to 
work with different classmates to solve problems and work as a team to 
battle each other and compete in challenges. This made the last two 
days a lot of fun, as it allowed us to learn more about the Middle Ages.” 

From a teacher’s perspective, it is always rewarding to see our students 
consistently outperform my lofty expectations of them. They constantly 
surprised me with their creativity and comradery, making these two 
days an enjoyable and fun-filled experience for all, highlighting a 

growth mindset in action.   

Mr Luke Simkins 
Teacher of History 

 



                                       
Primary Awards Assembly 
 
Week 9 saw our last Awards Assembly for Term 3. There have been a huge increase in the number of students that have 
reached the silver level of achievement. Congratulations and well done to all the Students that received certificates this 
term. 

 
 
                                                                                                                               . 

      
 
Primary T20 Cricket Gala Day 
 
Stage 3 attended the Primary T20 Cricket Gala Day on September 13th at Jack 
Brabham Oval. OAGS was one of 6 local primary schools that participated. The focus 
was on fun and skills development. With the cricket season not far away it was a 
good experience for everyone. Our OAGS Tigers Girls team did particularly well in the 
girls competition. They came a very close second and lost their grand final match by 
only 1 run. 
 
Secondary T20 Schools Cup Cricket Gala Day 
 
After an enjoyable day at the 2017 event, our secondary teams were once again keen to pick up the bat and ball to 
give this year’s T20 blast tournament their best. This year also saw the introduction of the Year 7/8 boys competition 
running parallel with the increasingly popular girls event. While the aim of the day is to introduce students to the game 
of cricket in a format that encourages participation and enjoyment, congratulations must go to the OAGS Thunder boys 
team who came home with the winners’ trophy in their division. Well done to all students who got involved.  
 

                      
 



                                       
Saying Goodbye 
 
This week marks an exciting milestone for twelve year 12 
students.  The entire school community celebrates with each of 
the students and their families.   Each one of these students will 
leave a lasting impression in our school.   We as a school 
community say goodbye to twelve beautiful people.  With that 
being said, some of us may encounter grief, including the year 
12 students.   Any loss or change can trigger grief.  That includes 
saying goodbye to an amazing school community that you’ve 
known for most of your life or just a couple of years.  Grief can 
bring all sorts of emotions.  The picture below is called the Grief 
Curve.  One can never predict how grief will look because we 
all experience and process our feelings differently.  There is also 
no way to predict how long grief will last; grief can resurface 
when you least expect it.   Someone once told me that grief is 
not something that you can go around but something you must 
go through.  The most important thing to remember with grief 
is that your feelings are ok and normal, and that new 
relationships, new patterns and HOPE accompany grief.  My 
door is always open.   
 
Mrs. Natalie Daugherty 
School Counsellor 
 

Music News - 2019 Instrumental Music Information Evening 
 

 
Current members of the Beginner Band Programme 

 
Is your child considering taking up a musical instrument in 
2019?  
There are many educational and social benefits that come from learning a 
musical instrument, at OAGS we would love to see as many students as possible 
take the opportunity to become involved in music. With this in mind we will be 
holding a 2019 Instrumental Music Information Evening for parents and students 
on October 23 at 6:00 pm in the Media Centre. We will be previewing some 
changes to how the ensembles will run in 2019 and some new instrument tuition 
options will also be presented. If you are interested please put the date in your 
diary, it will run for about an hour and all your questions will be answered. Young 

aspiring musicians are welcome to come along too. There will also be a chance to hear some of our young musicians in 
action. This evening will be centred around the string and band programmes, if your child is interested in starting on 
piano, guitar or voice in 2019 there will be more information available in the coming weeks. 
 
Mr Noel Annett & Mrs Priscilla Colgan 
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