
 

 

     OAGS News 
It ’s a date… 

 

Please  no te  that  a l l  da tes  

are  subjec t  to  change  g iven  

the  unpred ic tab i l i ty  o f  th e  

pand emic .   

11 August 

School Liaison Officer Visit 

(Respectful Relationships) 

 

19 August  

Co-Curricular Photo Day  

 

23 August 

WAS Secondary Athletics Carnival 

 

27 August 

Book Week Dress-up Day 

 

2 September 

Year 12 2022 Leadership Speeches 

 

4 September  

Transition & Kindergarten Open House 

 

13 – 17 September 

Valedictory Week 

 

20 October  

Kindergarten 2022 Orientation 

 

10 November  

Sports Awards Night 
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From the Deputy Headmaster…  

The last fortnight has certainly not been without challenge for our 
community at OAGS. Navigating the LGA lockdowns while being 
ordered to maintain a staff presence on campus was carefully 
actioned and I am proud of the work that went into ensuring that our 
Yr 12 students endured very little disruption. This is critical with the Trial 
HSC Examinations commencing on Monday August 9th; good luck to 
our class of 2021 as you sit these examinations and complete your 
final assessment rendezvous in almost all of your subjects. 

As we near the final weeks for Yr 12 we have commenced the application process for the 
class of 2022 as they aspire to the leadership roles that will be on offer with the graduation 
of the current Yr 12 cohort. Good luck to all our aspiring Yr 11 leaders. 
 
With every graduating class comes an intake of new Yr 7 students. Our building and capital 
works programme, while delayed slightly by the LGA lockdowns, will be ready to house the 
more than 70 strong Yr 7 cohort of 2022. It is worth noting that this triple stream of Yr 7 is very 
close to a ‘waiting list only’ scenario. Please be mindful of this when talking to friends and 
associates who wish to enrol their child for High School, there are only very limited spaces 
available and it is likely the intake will close before the end of the year.  
 
This significant and consistent growth in both number and reputation has driven employment 
opportunities for 2022. I have had the privilege of working hard alongside the Executive and 
Headmaster to plan for and now advertise multiple positions for 2022, many of which are 
leadership roles. It is with significant anticipation that we have begun the process of 
recruitment and I look forward to celebrating successful appointments as they join our 
expert team, or are promoted from within the existing team in the months ahead.  
 
Speaking of what lies ahead, I wish you and your family a peaceful and connected 
weekend.  
 
Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 

 



 

 
Transition Explores Diversity  
 
As part of our exploration into ‘How we Live and Grow in a Community’, students 
in Transition have been exploring what makes a community. Within this concept, 
we are looking at different communities we belong to, what a community 
needs and who makes up a community. Currently we are looking into who 
makes up a community, we have been exploring racial, cultural, physical and 
religious diversity. By exploring these issues openly, students are able to ask 
questions and develop their thinking around diversity. Students' curiosity around 
diversity is natural, and creates opportunities to engage in  important 
conversations which helps them actively choose to be inclusive and to be proud of themselves and their family traditions.  

 
Here are some ways that we can together model respect and valuing of diversity: 
1. Encourage critical thinking 
Teach children to be critical thinkers, specifically about prejudice and discrimination. Critical thinking 
is when we strive to understand issues through examining and questioning. Young children can begin 
to develop these skills, to know when a word or an image is unfair or hurtful. 
2. Challenge the idea of “normal.” 
Generally, people are treated differently because they’re seen as “different.” For children, anything 
outside of “normal” may seem undesirable. It’s helpful to challenge the idea of “normal” to see past 
differences. All of us are born unique with different likes and preferences, so there is no one way to 

be “normal.” Teaching children to see similarities is important, but the goal is 
not to eliminate our differences. By acknowledging differences and 
similarities simultaneously, kids will find they can learn from people who aren’t 
like them. Studies show that ignoring differences actually makes 
discrimination worse. 

3. Teach children to not be afraid to ask hard questions.  
It can be embarrassing to hear your child ask questions about “different” 
people, but questions often come from a place of innocent curiosity. It’s best 
to be as honest as possible, and it’s okay to say “I don’t know.” Sometimes 
our own fear, uncertainty, or discomfort prevents us from talking about 

diversity. This is especially true when it comes 
to the topics of race and racism, cultural differences, language and bilingualism, 
and the myriad of questions children have. If you’re unsure about what to say, try: 
‘I need to think about your question and talk to you later.’ By answering honestly, 
you create opportunities for more conversations about differences which also 
shows your child that it’s okay to ask respectful questions. 
4. Cultivate empathy and community.  
It can be hard for children to see themselves in people who are different, which is 
why it’s important to encourage children to empathize and help them get to know 
people unlike themselves. When kids see 
“different” people in a positive light, they 

are better prepared to challenge harmful stereotypes. It’s helpful to 
encourage children to make friends who aren’t like them. Getting to 
know people different from oneself leads to reduced prejudice and 
increased understanding. 

5. Know your child is listening. 
It may seem easier to shield children from challenging issues, such as 
racism, bigotry, or oppression. But the reality is, children will be confronted 
with these issues through the media, in day-to-day conversations, or with 
their peers. Generally, young children are able to recognize when 
somebody is being treated differently. Seize the moment to model empathy and make it clear that it’s 
unacceptable to use slurs, to use identity as an insult, or to treat somebody worse because they are different. 
Remember to be thoughtful about your own words and don't let racist and prejudicial remarks go by without 
intervening. Young people mirror what they hear.  
 
 



 
 

 
Something to think about is, when you select books to share with your child or 
gifts for your child or their friends, consider the message in relation to diversity 
that you are valuing, do all the characters in the text reflect your own culture, 
appearance, belief system or is diversity reflected in the text or gift?  
Inclusive Books lists here  and here and here.  If you would like me to help you 
access other resources, please let me know.  
These are just a few ways we can together show young children how to accept 
and value others for their differences.  
Our willingness to talk openly about identity and to help foster a positive sense 
of self in children can make an enormous difference in affirming the rich 
diversity of our human community and 

help children make connections across cultures and traditions. Some people fear 
that by affirming children's identities in terms of home cultures and traditions, we may 
be promoting separatism. That is not the case. The more that children have a solid 
grounding and understanding about who they are and where they came from, the 
more they learn to move with grace and confidence among communities different 
from their own, and the closer we get to building a world of respect, curiosity, sharing, 
and humanity. 
 
Sally Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator 
 
 
 
Orange Anglican Grammar School 

Book Week 2021: 21-27 
August (Week 7) 

Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other 
Worlds 

Book Week with a Twist 

In 2021 Book Week is coming at a time when there is great 
uncertainty and instability. Therefore, we are looking to create 
opportunities for classes to engage in activities that allow for 
flexibility but as always Book Week will culminate in a Book 
Week Parade (Friday 27th August), as we all love to dress up.  

Please encourage your children to start thinking through what 
they will dress up as - please encourage book characters 
rather than movie characters (after all it is Book Week not 
Movie Week). 

It would be great to see children bring the accompanying 
book with them to the parade. 

Please remind students of appropriate costumes: let's try to 
avoid ‘weapons’ so that they will not be used in the 
playground. Children should have enclosed shoes for safety reasons. 

Focus: The gift and ability to read should be cherished and celebrated. It carries us to worlds unimagined and is one way 
we grow in our understanding of our Lord and Saviour. 

If your child is inclined to become anxious at these sorts of events, please start preparing them for this change to routine. 

 



 

Chaplain’s Chat – What a wonderful God!   

God has been around for a very long time, and so he’s had plenty of opportunity to show the world what he is really 
like.  As we read about the things God has done in the past in the Bible we see time and time again his faithfulness, kindness, 
power and glory. 

This term in chapel, both the High and Primary schools are looking back at what God has done to see how wonderful he 
is.  In High School we are looking at God’s great promises in Isaiah.  Written at a time when God’s people had forgotten 
him and looked for safety everywhere else, He kindly invites them back, saves them, proves his faithfulness yet again, and 
makes great promises about his future kindness that are ultimately fulfilled when Jesus comes.   

In Primary Chapel, we are looking at Exodus.  God’s people were despairing in slavery, but God faithfully and powerfully 
rescued them and brought them to safety. Along the way they learn the true character of their kind God.  We would love 
for the students to know this God in the same way. 

Mr David Whittingham  
Chaplaincy Leader 
 

Sport in Term 3 has had a different start to what we thought it would be. 
With constant changes to what we can and cannot do, the goal posts 
are constantly moving. Luckily at OAGS we have an awesome sports 
team who are committed to making the most of every opportunity 
available. As soon as we receive information regarding a sporting event 
and any changes we will endeavour to get this out to families as soon 
as possible. Currently there have been changes to NSW All Schools 
Cross Country, HICES State Athletics and NSW State Futsal with 

expected changes to AICES State Athletics, CIS Atheltics and All Schools Athletics. 
 

With the cold weather definitely here to stay, keeping warm (when not at home) is paramount to staying healthy. The 
school has many options available to keep students warm on sport and PE days, these include the polar fleece jumper, 
sport jacket and the anorak jacket. While there is a navy hoodie which students are able to wear on weekends, this is not 
part of the official school uniform and not to be worn to school. Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct sports 
uniform especially on Wednesday’s. 
 

Summer sport is fast approaching and an expression of interest note and form was sent out to all families in Week 1. This 
form is designed to gauge interest so our sport team can plan teams accordingly. If you missed your opportunity to fill in 
this form please email me directly to log your interest. 
 

To remember the co-curricular and representative teams that students have been in in 2021, a co-curricular Photo day will 
be held on Thursday 19th August . All students who have been in a team will have the opportunity to be in a team photo 
which can be purchased. More details will be sent home in a letter next week. 
 

Dominique Hutchinson 

Head of K-12 Sport 
 

Sensory Calm Down Kits 
 
The school counselling department is pleased to 
announce that most OAGS classrooms now have a ‘calm 
down kit.’ These sensory kits are used by students to self-
regulate their heightened emotions. Each kit contains 
sensory items such as a stuffed animal, scented markers, 

brainteasers, books, puzzles, colouring books, fidget items, journals, and more. Self-
regulation is an excellent way to build our executive functioning skill of emotional control and keeping feelings in check.  
 
Mrs Natalie Daugherty  
School Counsellor 
 



 

 
Off the Planet 
Living on another planet may be a real possibility in the future. Currently, Year 7 is investigating 
what problems may need to be overcome to enable humans to live on another planet. 

Students are developing a creative presentation to raise 
public awareness as well as convincing people to live on 
another planet in the solar system, based on scientific 
evidence gathered during their investigations. This 
week’s investigation involves coming up with ways to feed the population on their 
chosen planet. Year 7 are exploring alternative ways to grow food in case the planet 
does not have suitable soil for crops.  
 
Students have set up 
their own hydroponic 

systems using coconut coir and are growing spinach and 
lettuce to see if this is a viable option for food resources. As 
part of their research, Year 7 have also been learning how the 
planets differ from Earth, such as, Jupiter has 79 moons, that 
the winds on Saturn are 5 times faster than our worst cyclones 
and that it could possibly rain diamonds on Neptune. We look 
forward to seeing how their scientific knowledge and critical 
thinking skills combine to enable us to overcome the 
challenges which could permit us to set up a colony 
somewhere else in our solar system. 
 
Miss Hayley Smith 
Science Teacher 

 

Thermodynamic Analysis in Physics 

Our Year 11 Physics students recently took on the challenge of becoming 
engineers to research and test the best materials to build an energy efficient 
house. The students researched why heating and cooling costs account for 20-
50% of household energy bills and explored how they could use scientific 
knowledge to reduce this burden on households.  

 



 

 

By using thermally resistant materials, the students found that they could limit the 
household heat loss during winter and resist warming up during summer, reducing the 
requirement for additional energy use.  

The students applied their knowledge of thermodynamics to test different materials 
specific heat capacity, thermal conductivity and latent heat energy in the school 
laboratory to find the material with the best thermal properties. Subsequently, the 

students entered their data in a computer simulation to test the overall efficiency 
of their house design.  

As part of this depth study, the students submitted a detailed scientific report 
justifying their recommendations on the best type of material to build their house. 
Some very high quality reports were produced demonstrating the students' effort 
and engagement during this project. Well done Year 11. 

Miss Hayley Smith  
Physics Teacher  

 
 
Equipping our students to make responsible decisions 

 
The most current data from the National 
Drug Strategy Household Survey (NDSHS) 
indicate that smoking rates in Australia have 
been in steady decline over the last 3 
decades. Large investment in community 
health campaigns have brought about a 
significant mind shift in community 
acceptance and today only 11.6% of 
Australians smoke. 
 
This great achievement is being tested by 
new trends in popular culture. Vaping 
(smoking e-cigarettes) is becoming 
increasingly popular among young people 
across Australia and often accompanied by 
the false belief that it is a safe alternative to smoking. With this in mind, on Wednesday 4th of August Police Liaison Officer, 
Senior Constable Jane Heffernan was invited to speak to our Secondary School students about vaping. During the 
presentation Senior Constable Heffernan spoke about the health risks, harmful ingredients, and illegal possession and use 
of e-cigarettes. It was great to see our students make the most of this opportunity by both listening attentively and asking 
thoughtful questions. 
 



 
 
 
There is increasing concern amongst health professionals, educators and the police that without engaging our young 
people in informative conversations, the next generation of Australians may repeat the mistakes that previous generations 
made concerning smoking. Below is some helpful information to assist parents and caregivers to have meaningful 
conversations with their children around this important issue. 
 
What is an e-cigarette? 
Electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes) are battery operated devices that heat a liquid (called ‘e-liquid’) to produce a vapour 
that users inhale. Although their composition varies, e-liquids typically contain a range of chemicals and produce flavoured 
vapes (e.g. watermelon) adding to the appeal for younger users. 
  
What do they look like? 
E-cigarettes come in many shapes and colours, and may look like cigarettes, cigars, pipes, pens, highlighters, mascara 
pens or USB memory sticks. 
  

 
  
What are the health risks? 
One complexity with laws concerning vaping is that some vapes do not contain nicotine. However, most vapes do 
contain nicotine which is highly addictive and has serious health implications. Some vapes may even contain cannabis 
and it is very difficult to distinguish between the contents of e-cigarettes as many are refillable. Additionally, e-cigarettes 
and e-cigarette vapor may contain substances including volatile organic compounds, heavy metals, flavouring 
chemicals (eg diacetyl) and formaldehyde (a known cancer-causing substance). There is growing evidence regarding 
the link between vaping and severe lung disease. Fatalities have occurred with a direct link to vaping in the U.S.A and 
the Australian Chief Medical Officer and all Australian state and territory Chief Health Officers have released a statement 
on the link between e-cigarette and severe lung disease. 
  
What is the law regarding the use of e-cigarettes? 
It is important to understand that under Australian Law: 

 The legal age to vape is 18. 
 The Smoke-free Environment Act 2000 and the Passenger Transport (General) Regulation 2017 prohibit people 

from using electronic cigarettes (or e-cigarettes) in smoke-free areas. 
 The NSW Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2008, makes it illegal to sell e-cigarettes or e-cigarette accessories to a 

person under 18 years of age. It is also illegal for an adult to purchase e-cigarettes for a minor. 
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Head of School Welfare and Wellbeing 

 



 
 
CHESS 
 
WINNERS - NSW Secondary Schools (Western Region) 
Knockout Competition - OAGS was represented by 
Scott McGoldrick, Rhys Johnston, Archie Casey, 
Rebecca Kemp and Mykayla Hazelton. The Team 
had  won four matches previously in Term 2 to make 
their way into the final played “online” against St Johns 
College Dubbo on Thursday 5th August. It was a 
stressful start as we had IT connectivity issues (despite 
testing the day prior) which delayed the start by 30 
minutes. It was a very close call with 2 games each 
resulting in OAGS winning on countback. OAGS have 
maintained their high standing and successful record 
after being Runners up in 2020 and the Champion 
school in 2019. Thank you for all the support from other 
students and staff throughout this eventful journey.  
 
Thursday Chess has proved so popular we will now use 
two classrooms (one for secondary and one for primary 
students) to accommodate the number of players. This 
will also give us space for tutorial sessions for the more advanced players. 
 
Terry Nye 
Chess Coordinator 
 

 

 
Promotion  to Lance Corporal - Declan Linde and Tengis Meiklejohn - congratulations 
 
Monday Parades - Still suspended throughout NSW. This is reviewed weekly by the Commander NSW AAC Brigade.  In the 
meantime online activities have been organised to keep cadets engaged with learning or revising skills. Cadets should 
contact their rank member if they have any questions. 
 
To clarify some of the questions that have been asked - We (252 ACU) must comply with two systems, those procedures in 
place at OAGS our host and also those of the AAC, our governing body. The AAC will usually have tighter restrictions than 
OAGS as AAC policies cover all of Australia and also have some state specific policies. The Army is very concerned about 
being a premiere organisation for the community and government especially with Covid protection and compliance. 
Reputational RISK is at the forefront of Army thinking. 

Until recently HQ NSW acknowledged that regional NSW was different and country NSW was being treated separately to 
coastal regions with more flexibility to operate. With the movement of Covid into country areas the Commander NSW 
suspended ALL (Face to Face) cadet activities on 19 July. 

I have made a representation to the Commander NSW for 252 ACU to be considered as a “unique” case as 80 percent 
of our cadets and 6 adults are already on the OAGS site.  

In the meantime we continue to plan for future activities and training opportunities. 
 
Terry Nye 
Captain (AAC) 
Officer Commanding  

 
 



 
 
Griffith Animation and Film ‘Experience Week’ 
 

Two of our Year 12 students had the exciting opportunity to experience university life at 
Griffith University in Brisbane during the last school holidays. The Animation and Film 
Department at Griffith University offers an annual experience week every July. Let’s hear 
what Suzie Daugherty and Reala Glanford have to say about their experience.  

 

Suzie Daugherty 
The Griffith Experience Week was 
held at the South Bank campus. 
Students such as myself were able to 
attend actual university Animation, 
Film/TV or Games Design courses. I 
completed the Animation course, 
where I got to watch production on stop motion animation and even 
create a short animation myself. The experience was amazing. It was 
great to meet new people and teachers that were very passionate 
about film and animation. I really liked learning about the intense 
process of stop motion animation, and the amount of planning and 
effort that goes into everything. I would definitely recommend this 
experience to anyone who is interested in a future in filmmaking or 

animation. Griffith is a great university and the South Bank campus is beautiful. This experience has affirmed my interest in 
making Griffith my first university choice. 
 
Reala Glanford  
The Griffith Experience week was held at the Griffith film school in Brisbane right on the South 
Bank campus. It was amazing getting to walk through the Botanical Gardens every morning to 
get there. I heard about the program from Mrs Daugherty and decided to take a closer look 
and signed up soon after. It was a good opportunity because I've been looking at studying in 
Queensland and it was a good way to see what university was like for both students looking to 
do film and all students in general. In Term 2 holidays, I took the drive up for a great couple of 
days that has gotten me even more excited for uni no matter what I study or where I go. It's a 
great course to introduce you to the basics of animation, game design or film. It provides a 
good sense of what studying at Griffith is actually like, and I would recommend it to anyone 
considering studying in those areas. 
 

For more information about this experience week or to register your 2022 interest, please visit 
https://www.griffith.edu.au/arts-education-law/griffith-film-school/griffith-film-school-experience.  
 

Mrs Natalie Daugherty 
School Counsellor 
 
 

Wet Weather Wethers (and Ewe too) 
 
Well despite the soaking rain, the animals continue to be cared for by our students and often Mrs Eyb gets asked why do 
you feed the animals when there is grass in the paddock? 
Every Mum and Dad has heard the plaintive cry “There’s nothing to eat”, which is usually the trigger for the reply, “Have 
some fruit”. Imagine if instead of an apple, the fridge was full of celery, crisp crunchy but 90% water -  certainly a better 
choice than a biscuit, but not very filling. 
Now imagine you are eating more than ever before, feeding your baby means your nutritional requirements are increased 
from 9 megajoules of energy a day to 23 MJ for a single lamb and 30 Mj for ewes with twins. Protein requirements also 
increase by similar ratios. That turns into a lot of celery to meet what you need before your body starts to metabolise fat 
and then muscle. 
With half of the school ewes having twins, the impact of the cold weather further increasing nutritional requirements, the 
feed being nearly all water, and we have a situation where many of our ewes are losing too much weight. 
So what do we do? 
 



 
 
 
Firstly sheep are ruminants, and their unique digestive system allows them to convert non protein nitrogen into protein 
provided there is adequate roughage in the diet for rumen bacteria to feed on. So by using a molasses / urea lick block 
and our millet hay from summertime, our ewes are able to feed both their lambs and themselves. Topped with about 10 
percent lucerne hay for extra protein and energy and we have been able to increase lamb growth rates significantly. 
Stage 5 and Year 11 have taken on most of this work, weekly recording both ewe and lamb weights to measure the impact 
of introducing the roughage to the  ewes and lambs. It’s a great example of how the systems on the farm interact -  the 
hay crop to regenerate a paddock feeds the sheep and the beneficial bacteria they rely on to digest their food. 
 
Mrs Sarah Eyb  
ACE Coordinator  
 
 
Kindergarten News 
 
Each term, Kindergarten students complete a Unit of Inquiry which integrates learning across the curriculum. Our current 
unit is all about Weather. We began our unit by posing the big question ‘Why should we know about the weather?’. The 
process of exploring this question so far has led us to investigate the weather in our local area, and how weather affects 
the choices we make for clothing and recreation. With all of the rain falling in recent weeks, the students have been keen 
to explore the Water Cycle. The students conducted an experiment called ‘Rain in a Cup’ to help them understand the 
process of precipitation. Afterwards, the students were able to jointly construct a procedure, with some students even 
writing the steps all by themselves.  
 

    

  
 
Our Art lessons have also focused on Weather and the students have created artworks to depict rain, wind and frost. This 
week, students have started working collaboratively on a rain inspired masterpiece. We can’t wait to share the finished 
product with you all. 
 
 



 
 

             
Last week, Kindergarten and Transition were fortunate enough to have a Zoom call with an Antarctic Meteorologist who 
has just returned from 18months on the Davis Station in Antarctica. The students were keen to hear what Rachel’s job as 
an Antarctic Meteorologist involved and they loved hearing about how Rachel spent her free time. Imagine riding a 
mountain bike across the ocean or taking a quad bike out to explore and count the local elephant seals! Rachel also 
talked about what life was like living on Davis Station with a small community of only 24 people during winter. It was 
fascinating to hear a bit about Antarctica, and weather forecasting and we look forward to catching up with Rachel at 
the end of the term to share our learning with her.  

   
 
The Kindergarten Team  
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 


