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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
2 February 2018 
 
From the Headmaster…   
A new year of securing success 
 
As an educator for the past 28 years I have seen many 
‘1st weeks of the year’ come and go, I am compelled 
to reflect on the first week of 2018 as one of the most 
positive I can remember. From more than one student 
and staff member I overheard the comment ‘Best 
day ever!’ at the completion of the first day back at OAGS. 
 
Many of you would know that for the first time this year our enrolment growth at 
the two major entry points of Kindergarten and Year 7 has delivered a triple 
stream Kindergarten and a double stream Year 7 cohort. This ‘triple-double’ 
structure is highlighted by the 20% growth in Secondary School alone this year. As 
a result we have many new families in our midst and even more enrolled and 
joining us steadily over the next several weeks. To you I offer my welcome once 
more. To our existing families, for you I also extend my warmest welcome. To our 
new staff, I have been honoured to work with you in the lead up to this week and 
I have been energised by your vision, passion and expertise as you have not only 
begun to familiarise yourself with systems and procedures, but brought about 
your personal and professional insights into the daily operations of our school.  
 
Growth in student numbers drives growth in staffing numbers. This in turn drives 
growth in leadership opportunities. I therefore would like to take this opportunity 
to welcome back (although at times it seems they never really left) my executive 
team of Mr Scott Hazelton (Deputy Headmaster), Mr Rob Watts (Director of 
Innovation, Teaching and Learning) and our new Executive appointments of Ms 
Kelly-Ann Sackey and Mrs Jessica Willis (Leaders of Learning) as they have taken 
up their executive roles in 2018.  
 
Ms Sackey and Mrs Willis have worked with Mr Watts to roll out a school wide 
framework for student academic growth under the umbrella of ‘SAGE’ teams. 
The Acronym stands for Student Academic Growth Engineers. For the first time, all 
teaching staff at OAGS have been given increased time to meet professionally with colleagues to engage in 
professional dialogue which leads to revolutionising teaching practice to enhance the academic and holistic 
development of the students in our care. This process has been developed to link directly with the new teacher standards 
which underpin the accreditation of all teaching staff from 2018 onwards, whilst developing innovative classroom 
learning environments. 
 
As I speak, the 4 brand new peripatetic rooms are being fitted out, as well as the extra classroom on the Chestnut block. 
Please see the report later in this newsletter from Mrs Colgan and Mr Annett which adds further detail to the expanding 
music programme on offer in 2018. Standing on the Trinity Oval today and noting the first hint of Autumn colour on the 
Poplar trees reminded me that soccer and netball season is fast approaching. I would like to take this moment to 
welcome Miss Abby Tilburg on staff. You will hear more from Miss Tilburg in the upcoming weeks about exciting 
developments in the Netball programme at OAGS in 2018. 
 

It’s a date… 
For all of our important dates 
please find the up-to-date 

Planner on the Website: 
http://www.oags.nsw.edu.a

u/notes-info 
 

OAGS Swimming Carnival  
7 February 2018  

 
P & F Meeting  

8 February 2018  
(all existing and new 

members are welcomed!) 
 

New Student Lunch 
9 February 2018 

 
Commencement Service 

12 February 2018  
 

13 February 2018 
Primary Information Evening 
Year 11/12 Study Skills night 

 
Netball/Soccer Season 

Launch 
21 February 2018  

 
Wellness @ OAGS Evening 

21 February 2018  
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It is with a humble and expectant heart that I lay the year before the Lord in prayer each morning. May He bless you 
and your families greatly this year as we partner together to use the gifts he so freely gives us for the betterment of the 
children in our care. 
 
Sincerely yours 
  
Rev Louis Stringer  
Headmaster  

From the Sport Department  
 
OAGS Swimming Carnival 
Welcome back to what promises to be another fantastic year in Sport at OAGS. As you may have already noted, the 
first important date to mark in the calendar is the OAGS Swimming Carnival on Wednesday 7th of February. Students are 
strongly encouraged to show some house spirit and dress up in their house colours at the carnival, and of course don’t 
forget to pack goggles, swimming cap and towel. We had great participation in the carnival in 2017 and are looking to 
go even bigger and better this year! Just a reminder that all students will be required to travel to and from the carnival 
on the buses provided. 
 
Weekly Sport 
Weekly sport commenced in Week 1 on Wednesday the 31st of January with students in Primary doing Athletics, while 
the Secondary students in Year 7-10 headed off site to the PCYC or the golf club to participate in a range of recreational 
sports. Students are therefore reminded to wear their full school sports uniform to school every Wednesday. As the 
weather is quite hot in Term 1, all students are strongly encouraged to ensure they have a water bottle for sport. 
 
Representative Sport in 2018 
Throughout the year there are various opportunities for students to trial for, and be selected, in representative teams in 
a wide range of sports. Orange Anglican Grammar School is a member school of HICES (Primary) and AICES (Secondary) 
sporting associations as part of the Combined Independent Schools (CIS) representative pathway to State and National 
teams. Trial information will be regularly published in the school newsletter and specific information relating to 
representative sport will be emailed to all families early in Term 1. 
 
Calling all Coaches/Volunteers 
I will also use this opportunity to put the call out to any parents/friends of the school who would like to be involved in 
coaching, contributing to, or helping out with sport at OAGS in 2018. If you have an interest in any particular sport/activity 
and would like to be involved, please get in touch by emailing ben.doyle@oags.nsw.edu.au. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
OAGS Swimming Carnival: Wednesday 7th February- Orange Aquatic Centre 
 
Primary 
WAS Swimming Carnival- Thursday 1st March- Kinross Wolaroi School 
CIS Basketball Trials- Friday 23rd February, TBA 
CIS Tennis Trials- Monday 26th February, TBA 
CIS AFL Trials- Friday 9th March, TBA 
CIS Football Trials (Girls)- Monday 19th March, TBA 
CIS Football Boys Trials- Monday 9th April, TBA 
 
Secondary 
WAS Touch (Boys) and Hockey Trials- Tuesday 6th March- Kinross Wolaroi School/Orange Hockey Centre 
WAS Touch Football Gala Day (Girls)- Saturday 24th February- The Scots School, Bathurst 
WAS Swimming Carnival- Friday 23rd March- St Stanislaus College, Bathurst 
WAS Basketball Trials (Open Boys and Girls)- Thursday 22nd February 
  
If you have any questions relating to sport in 2018 please feel free to get in touch at any time! 
Ben Doyle 
OAGS Sport Coordinator 
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Professional Development  
During the school holidays, Ms Andrie attended the Japan Foundation in Sydney for 4 days of professional 
development. She participated in the Intensive Seminar for Primary Teachers of Japanese. Ms Andrie networked with 
other teachers across Australia, sharing resources and ideas. She also participated in Japanese cultural activities; 
including furoshiki (the art of wrapping with cloth) and calligraphy. Ms Andrie gained knowledge about the new 
Australian Curriculum and in particular, how this will be incorporated in the primary school setting. She participated in 
several language focus sessions and implementing ICT in the classroom. Keeping in line with the Japanese theme, Ms 
Andrie took the opportunity of seeing an ikebana exhibition (flower arranging), manga (Japanese comic) exhibition, 
seeing a new anime (animation - Mary and the witch's flower), shopping at Daiso (Japanese discounted store) and of 
course eating sushi.  
 
Claudette Andrie 
Primary/Secondary Japanese Teacher 

 
  
Year 9/10 PASS Excursion - 2017  
 

           
 
Following Presentation Night in the last week of Term 4, 2017, our Year 9/10 PASS class had an early start and made their 
way to Penrith for a day of water sports. Their first activity was whitewater rafting at Penrith Whitewater Stadium. We 
arrived early and students had the opportunity to watch competitive athletes practicing, including Olympian Jessica 
Fox. They were then instructed on the ins and outs of rafting, such as safety, steering and what to do if they fell out of the 
raft (which ended up happening a number of times)! There were a few nervous participants but once they got past the 
first rapid, you could hear the laughter from the water’s edge and could not wipe the smiles from their faces. After rafting 
and refueling with some lunch, we made our way to Cables Wake Park where students put on a life jacket, grabbed a 
board or set of skis and without hesitation jumped straight onto the line to attempt either knee boarding, wake boarding 
or water skiing. With many stacks and failed attempts, every student made progress, whether it just be standing up for a 
few seconds before letting go, completing a full lap and mastering the “final turn” or transitioning from knee board to 
wake boarding. I commend all these students for going outside of their comfort zone and attempting new challenges, 
especially to those who had never rafted or attempted to board or ski. A special thank you to Miss Seton and Mr Doyle 
for coming along and helping out on the day.  
 



                                       

    

     
Miss Lauren Della Ca 
PASS 
 
Music News  
OAGS is proud to announce the development of a new Music Centre, consisting of a new dedicated music room and 
four music practice rooms. These rooms are all sound proofed, air conditioned and equipped with Bluetooth speakers 
and an assortment of musical instruments. We are excited to be investing in instrumental music at OAGS and we hope 
your children will take the opportunities offered to them in these new facilities. 
 
Peripatetic Music Teachers 
Alongside Mrs Priscilla Colgan and Mr Noel Annett in the classroom, 
we have a number of highly trained professional instrumental tutors. 
Mr Annett will also continue as Brass Tutor and Band and Ensemble 
Director. 
 
Mr Noel Annett - brass (trumpet, horn, trombone, euphonium), brass 
ensemble, bands 
Mr Laith Ismail - woodwind (oboe, clarinet, bassoon, alto saxophone 
and tenor saxophone) 
Ms Kylie Gregory - flute, flute ensemble 
Ms. Emily Killen - violin, string ensemble 
Mrs Cassandra Key - percussion 
Mr David Shaw - flute and piano 
Mr Philip Moran - contemporary and classical guitar 
 
Instrumental Music Questionnaire 
Please click here and complete the questionnaire to indicate your child’s interest in instrumental music lessons.  
 
 

Library@OAGS  
 
Welcome back to the new school year! I hope you all had a relaxing break. 
For those of you new to the school, the Teacher-Librarian is Ms Karelle Taylor.  
 
Kindergarten and New Students: All new students, including Kindergarten, will 
be issued with a brand new library bag. Some parents may have noticed these 
already. Students borrow each week during their library session. If you have 
any queries regarding the borrowing of books, please do not hesitate to 
contact Ms Taylor.  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1x3s4AoWLle7S564UqpLYXaGdQsily7rTJNHxnNPbpzI/edit


                                       
Book Club: All details in the Scholastic portal have been updated to reflect the new staff and class names.  We will be 
starting with Issue 1 this term. The return date is the 21st of February, 2018 for all orders. LOOP orders of course are 
completed online. Paper/cash orders must be delivered to Admin. All Book Club enquiries to Ms Taylor. 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge: The PRC for 2018 will begin very soon. Students in Year 3 and 4 will receive a note and 
Reading Record for the challenge. Students in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 will complete their challenges again in 
class with their teachers. 
Homework Club: Homework Club will begin again this year on Monday 5th of February, 2018. To start with, this will be 
available to students in Year 1 through to Year 6. Kindergarten will be able to join later in the Year once homework 
patterns are established. The session times are from 3.15pm till 4pm sharp. Students come straight to library after class 
finishes and are to be collected either from the Library at 4pm or from the kiss and drop area adjacent to the Junior 
School Playground. Support is provided for students completing homework but it is not on a 1:1 basis. An email will be 
sent to all Junior School families this week. Please contact Ms Taylor via email if you wish your child/children to participate 
in Homework Club. 
 
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher Librarian  
 
 

From the Head of Welfare 
Mr Keith Macleay 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
It’s a great pleasure to be opening the door on a new year by introducing myself to all of our new 
families.  I’d also like to extend a hearty welcome back to everyone returning in 2018 to continue on 
their learning journey at Orange Anglican Grammar School.  

Research shows that student achievement is enhanced when all members of the school community participate in the 
implementation and maintenance of well structured and purposeful wellbeing, welfare and wellness programs. During 
2017 the Student Welfare Policy was revised to reflect a desire to re-contextualise welfare in our school.  

Care and Character is a central component of our School’s 5 year strategic vision,  encompassing everything the school 
community does to meet the personal, social and learning needs of the students, teachers and parents in its care.   We 
are engineers engaged in the process of building good character.  At OAGS we have invested in creating an 
environment where the students and teachers have a space where they are warmly welcomed, and supported. This 
environment will develop confidence in their work, stimulate the desire to grow and value individual  progress equally to 
academic achievement. whilst creating a safe, caring school environment in which students are nurtured as they learn. 

During February I am looking forward to the Primary information Session and the first of many Wellness and Wellbeing 
Evenings. I invite you to come along to these and share in recognising the diversity and expertise that we have within 
the school community. Our visible learning, servant leadership, and  positive mindset recognition  programs will be 
explained including discussion time,  and the tasting of various foods, focusing on the senses, high culinary art and in the 
company of the OAGS family. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Orange Anglican Grammar School, 7 Murphy Lane, Orange NSW 2800 
(02) 6360 4811 

enrol@oags.nsw.edu.au 
www.facebook.com/orangegrammar/  

www.oags.nsw.edu.au  
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Contact number for Physie: Kate Burge on 0413723716 

 
 
 
 
 


