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Stay in touch…  

NEWSLETTER            
27 November 2020 
From the Headmaster….  
As I welcomed everyone to the Year 12 Valedictory Dinner for 2020 last Wednesday evening, I was 
well aware that it was an event that we were uncertain would ever happen. COVID-19 had ruled 
out this typically Term 3 event earlier in the year. It is, and was, a significant time to celebrate the 
culmination of 13 years of formal school education. 
 

Getting our children successfully to the end of Year 12 is no 
easy undertaking. It takes a team effort, each part of the 
team have their part to play, student, parent, teacher, family and friends. The 
Valedictory Dinner offered a time to dine and celebrate the success of our children 
and the broader community effort. Together we celebrated the completion of a 
journey, but also the commencement of a new and exciting adventure… life after 
School. 
  
Whilst I was there as a father that night, rather 
than headmaster, I thought was appropriate to 
acknowledge a few people in commencing 

the evening. Parents and grandparents, each of them have navigated the last 13 
years amidst highs and lows in support of their children and grandchildren. They are 
the banner carriers, cheerleaders, coaches and mentors that have shaped the fine 
young men and women who are the Year 12 class of 2020. I also thanked the teachers 
and staff of the School. They are the dedicated team members that have so willingly 
contributed to the success of our children through their diligent care, often going 
above and beyond in service to our children.  
  

There is much to admire in each one of the members of the class of 2020. Their 
contribution over the years has shaped our school and modelled the next generation 
to come. Thank you to our School Captains, Jess, Jackson, Mitch and Charlie, for their 
leadership and steadfast council to the group has been significant at a time of 
constant change. I also made particular mention of Jackson Willis, Jackson is our 
longest serving enrolment to the School and started in 2007 in the year the School 
began. As a foundation student, School Captain, sportsman of the highest calibre, 
his contribution to the school has been of great significance. As an ambassador of 
the School he has served us well and we wish all of our Year 12 students, the class of 
2020, the very best for the future. May your journey from here be a wonderful 
adventure, may you continue to prosper and grow. 

 
 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

    and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways submit to him, 

    and he will make your paths straight. [a] 

 
 
Rev Louis Stringer 
Headmaster 
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Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week 
 
The encouragement, support and commitment of our teachers at Orange Anglican Grammar School over the past year 
has shaped our school into what it is today. There is no denying that 2020 has been a tough year for everyone, with the 
bushfires, drought and COVID-19. It can feel as though the world is tearing our community apart. However, rather than 
focusing on the negatives and letting these things break our school spirit, the teachers and staff at Orange Anglican 
Grammar School have created a beautiful sense of unity. They not just hold the school together, but they help build 
lifelong bonds and friendships throughout the school. The everpresent support and dedication can be seen in every 
aspect of our schooling lives. Whether it be through a Zoom class, a lunchtime chat or a friendly smile, the teachers and 
staff have been nothing but selfless by putting the needs of the school and the needs of their students first. Therefore, on 
behalf of the student body, I would like to thank the teachers and staff for their enormous amount of support, optimism 
and leadership over the course of 2020.   
We hope that you enjoyed your staff devotion and encouragement, your thank-you video, your car wash, your gourmet 
sandwiches, and your personal thank-you letters and chocolates. We can't wait to see what 2021 holds for our school 
community! May God bless you!  
 
Emma McMaster 
Year 12 Senior Prefect 

        

 
CHESS 
 
The numbers and interest continues to grow. Last Thursday we had 38 students attend. It was great to see 4 new players 
from Year 1 (Sam Hadley, Knox Watson plus Tom and Ed Brown). Our future success in external competitions is looking 
good with so many primary school players. Not only have Mr Linde and Mr Cummins been great at helping younger 
players to develop their skills, some of our older secondary players are also mentoring the primary students.   
 
NSW Secondary Schools (Western Region) Competition - congratulations again to our very skilful students...playing 
remotely via a computer screen is so much more difficult. Final results are  
 
Grand Champions (all Regions) - St Columba Anglican School, Port Macquarie 
Western Region 1st place - Mudgee HS 
Western Region 2nd place - OAGS - Scott McGoldrick, Rhys Johnston, Archie Casey, Bec Kemp and Clay Perkins. They will 
each receive a Certificate and Trophy to be presented next week.  
 
Remember it's always a good time during the holidays (as something different) to sit down and play a relaxing game of 
chess with your child. Benefits are... No loud noise….screen free time…... plus you can engage in casual conversation as 
you play. 
 
Terry Nye  
Chess Coordinator 
Competition Coordinator 

 
252ACU 
 
Almost the end of the year as we celebrate our second anniversary! We have some important events as the year comes 
to a close - brief details below with more detailed information to be emailed to Cadet families over the weekend. 
 
5 December 
Ceremonial Parade - Hangar - Cadets to report by 0830 for final rehearsal. Families welcome from 1000am (school COVID 
compliance required). Parade commences at 1030. 
 
Annual Dinner - Media Centre - Cadets and Staff only. Report by 5.30pm. Farewells and Recruit graduation 
Nominated Personnel only –  
 
 



                                       
12 December - Rank Training for promotion courses. OAGS from 0800-1600h 
13 December - CPL / SGT Module 2 (fieldwork) - Young NSW - 0600-2000h 
 
The NSW AAC Brigade Promotions Courses will be conducted 9-16 January 2021. We wish our cadets (below) great success 
as they attend (daily via zoom) -  

• Corporal Course - Scott McGoldrick, Andrew Ingham, Jess Weir, Luke Reed, James Bannister, Jayden Lewis with 
Reserve - TomWright 

 
• Sergeant Course - Brynn Player, Thapelo Nare, Faith Naveau 

 
• Warrant Officer / Cadet Under Officer  - Natarsha Linde, Zac Williams, Izzy Fox  

 
I will be instructing on the CPL Course and therefore able to monitor the progress of the OAGS cadets. The training program 
for 2021 is taking shape as we seek to introduce some more and exciting elements to Mondays. 
 
We look forward to seeing all cadets return in February and a BIG recruiting campaign into the other High Schools in 2021. 
  
 
Captain (AAC) Terry Nye 
Admin Commander 
 
Transition News 
 
I was chatting to a principal friend of mine who, in the middle of our conversation, remarked that she thought a very 
important part of early education is to set the foundation for strong interpersonal skills, particularly the rights and 
responsibility of friendships. Since our conversation I’ve been thinking about the importance of friendships and how we 
can help our children develop interpersonal skills that support strong friendship. 
 
For children, making friends is a vital part of growing up and an essential part of their social and emotional development. 
Attributes such as social competence, altruism, self-esteem, and self-confidence have all been found to be positively 
correlated to having friends. Studies have found that friendships enable children to learn more about themselves and 
develop their own identity. And, as children mature, friends are able to help reduce stress and navigate challenging 
developmental experiences, especially during teenage years. 
 
However, it is not always easy for children to know how to manage friendships and learning how to keep and make new 
friends involves a number of skills young children need to learn and develop. For some children these skills come very 
naturally, easily moving to and from friendship groups, sharing their experiences and opening up to new people. For others, 
the world of friendships can be much harder to navigate. A few friendship skills that we can all help children develop are: 
sharing, taking turns, cooperating, listening to others, managing disagreement, and negotiating different ways of thinking 
about things. 
 
It is beneficial for children to manage and build their own relationships, even though as teachers, parents and carers we 
may want to take responsibility or interfere. But there are ways we can help our children navigate friendships, become 
more confident and help to build and develop their social skills. 
 

• Help children develop positive social skills from an early age. Help them to understand the importance of sharing, 
taking someone else’s feelings into account and listening to each other. These can be supported by organising 
plenty of opportunities for your child to meet lots of different people 

• Demonstrate how friendships work by letting them see how you behave with your friends 
• Help your child find other children with similar interests, such as through a swimming club, dance class, footy team 

or theatre group – children choose friends based on similar and shared hobbies 
• For older children who may be feeling shy or anxious offer them some icebreakers to start conversations with 

others and role-play what they may say to someone   
 
Childhood friendships are full of ups and downs. Sometimes you might be faced with your child falling out with their friend. 
Disagreements are a natural part of friendships, however, sometimes it can be hard for children and young people to 
manage and understand them. Sometimes these conflicts may seem small and trivial to us, but can knock a child’s 
confidence and they blame themselves. 
 
If your child has fallen out with a friend take some time to have a conversation with them about how they feel and how 
their friend might be feeling. Share some advice and help them to understand that there are always ups and downs in 
friendships. Offer some next steps and check in with them when they have next seen their friend. 
 
You can help your child learn about being a good friend as part of everyday family life. For example, your child might 
need to give and take when they're playing with their brother and they’re deciding what to play or who gets to use a 
particular toy. 
 



                                       
When these situations happen, you can describe and explain what’s going on and why. For example, you might say, ‘That 
was a great idea to listen to each other before you decided what to play’, or ‘What if you told a story where you both 
had a turn with the toy?’ 
 
When you play games like board games with your child, you can show them how to win and lose graciously. 
 
Talking and listening are also important skills for friendship – for example, showing interest in what others are saying and 
asking questions. Family meals can be a great time to role-model these skills and give your child a chance to practise 
them. 
 
In Transition we help children develop friendship skills by creating an environment conducive to friendship, with lots of 
everyday experiences and opportunities to think about how to include others, express ourselves kindly and use manners 
in our daily lives, as the things we categorise as ‘manners’ are about caring for others, together creating a setting for true 
friendships to form. 

     
Mrs Sally Drury 
Early Learning Coordinator 
 
Library@OAGS 
 
Returning Books: Please assist your child/ren in returning all outstanding books before the last day of term. The books can 
be brought during their usual library session, or simply placed in the return trolley in the Junior Library. Secondary students 
can bring texts down to the Junior Library or deliver them to LP2 (old Library). A reminder that Year 6 or non-returning 
students are also to leave their orange library bag at school to be recycled. 
 
Homework Club: For those families that utilise the Homework Club, it will NOT be running during Week 7 or 8. 
 
Merry Christmas to all families and students! I look forward to seeing everyone again in 2021! 
 
Ms Karelle Taylor 
Teacher Librarian 

OAGS CANTEEN 
 
This term, you may have noticed a slight change in the OAGS Canteen Menu.  To 
match the warmer weather, there has been more wraps and our new Chicken and 
Rice Salad has been a popular addition.   
 
We have also recently introduced the Birthday Bucket/Celebration Bucket - 
Ordered through Flexischools, this is an option to send in individually wrapped items 
for your child's birthday.  The bucket has enough ice blocks for everyone in the class 
and their awesome teacher! 
 

Lastly, our Canteen Crew has been a wonderful help in the canteen - whether it be taking lunch 
baskets down for junior primary, serving their fellow students or stacking up the drinks fridge.   
 
Thank you for all your support of our humble little Canteen.  Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas 
and holidays, ready for 2021!! 
 
Mrs Sally Francis 
Canteen Co-Ordinator 
 
Careers Guidance Counselling & Support 
 
It’s never too early to start planting seeds for our children’s future careers and dreams. The OAGS Counselling department 
has been offering careers guidance to our senior students throughout this year. Careers guidance involves identifying 
students strengths, passions, personality traits, and future aspirations. It includes creating goals and strategies, problem 
solving, time management, teaching assertiveness, encouraging and affirming, and instilling hope for their futures.  



                                       
The first thing assessed is their motivation. Whatever motivation blockages there may be (too much screen time, low 
confidence, no vision), I use future focus techniques to create solutions to these blockages. Identifying and building on 
their natural and undeveloped strengths is very important. One well known tool that I use to assess character strengths is 
the VIA Character Strengths https://www.viacharacter.org/.  Additionally, I will use career aptitude assessments such as 
the https://www.whatcareerisrightforme.com/career-aptitude-test.php or https://www.16personalities.com/free-
personality-test to help identify careers that accommodate their likes and personalities.  Throughout the school year, I help 
students create resumes and cover letters, as well as conduct mock interviews.  
 
This term, several of our incoming Year 12 students have begun networking with university program recruiters from The 
University of Newcastle, The University of New England, Griffith University, The University of the Sunshine Coast, Alphacrucis 
College, and TAFE. Additionally, several students have Zoom interviewed professionals working in industries they are 
interested in. Thank you to Olivia Hacker (Physiotherapist at Orange Base Hospital), Jennifer Rigby (Genetic Counsellor at 
ACT Genetic Service), Richard Saenz (Lead Sports Anchor/Reporter at Fox10 News Phoenix), and Melanie Pearce 
(Reporter at ABC) for your time and interest in helping OAGS seniors tap into their motivation and aspirations.   
 
To book a careers guidance session, senior students should email natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au for an 
appointment.  
 

  +  
 
I am currently taking expressions of interest for ‘Tuning in to Teens’ workshops in 2021. 
Tuning in to Teens is an evidence-based parenting program that focuses on the 
emotional connection between parents/caretakers and their teenager. This six week 
program has proven success in improving parenting, parent-teen relationships and teen’s 
emotional competence and behaviour. The program is available for Orange Anglican 

Grammar School parents/caretakers, and I ask that your child be between the ages of 11-17.  The workshop is free, but 
there is a $25 handbook fee. Please email your expressions of interest to natalie.daugherty@oags.nsw.edu.au by Friday 4 
December.   
  
Mrs Natalie Daugherty  
School Counsellor 
 
Chaplain Chat  
 
As we head in towards Christmas, I thought I would share with you all some of the ways we 
have made sure to remember the reason for the season in our family. While we do enjoy 
opening presents, feasting, and visiting family, we also want to make sure that we 
remember God’s greatest gift to us - Jesus. These are some of our favourites storybooks, 
Bibles, and advent calendars for children at Christmas time.  
The Nativity 
A picture book story of the events of the very first Christmas, stunningly illustrated by Julie 
Vivas (Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge, I Went Walking, Let’s Eat! And Our Granny). 
Young children will love a fresh perspective on this ancient story - particularly Mary, tired 
and pregnant, struggling to get on a donkey. 
Wombat Divine 
Written by Mem Fox and illustrated by Kerry Argent, Wombat Divine tells the story of a 
nativity play performed by Australian animals. Poor wombat keeps auditioning for different 
parts as he tries to find his place in the play. Children will love this gentle and heartfelt story, featuring the famous line ‘A 
Nativity without Baby Jesus is no Nativity at all!’. 
The Worst Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
Hey! Unto you a child is born! A chapter book for older readers, this book by Barbara Robinson tells the story of a Christmas 
Pageant with a difference: ‘The Herdmans are the worst kids in the history of the world. They lie, steal, smoke cigars, swear, 
and hit little kids. So no one is prepared when this out-law family invades church one Sunday and decides to take over 
the annual Christmas pageant.’. A story of grace seen through fresh eyes, this has been one of my favourite Christmas 
storybooks to read to my children.  
The Jesus Storybook Bible 
Written by Sally Lloyd-Jones and with gorgeous illustrations by Jago, this is one of our favourite children’s Bibles. Through a  

https://www.viacharacter.org/
https://www.whatcareerisrightforme.com/career-aptitude-test.php
https://www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test
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retelling of a collection of Bible stories in simple language, Lloyd-Jones invites children to discover the Story behind all the 
stories in the Bible, with Jesus at the center. An added bonus is that you can also download the free printable advent 
calendar with an ornament to colour in (or print off the coloured version) and accompanying Bible story. 
The Sweet Honeycomb Names of Jesus Advent Calendar 
A favourite in our house, especially when teamed with a marshmallow or Freddo Frog to collect each morning! Each day 
children will discover one of the unique names of Jesus and read a Bible verse which helps understand more of who he is. 
Check out the website for printable resources and free downloads.  
  
Wishing you all a Merry and Meaningful Christmas,  
 
Priscilla Colgan  
Chaplain 
 

 

 
 

https://www.faithgateway.com/jesus-storybook-bible-advent-calendar-printable/
https://www.faithgateway.com/jesus-storybook-bible-advent-calendar-printable/
https://sweethoneycomb.com.au/


                                       

 
Representative Netball Selections 2021 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected into the Orange Representative Netball Squads for the 
2021 netball season. Players will undertake two intense weeks of training before final selections at the beginning of 
December. We would like to congratulate all students and wish them the best of luck with their final phase of selections! 
 

Lucinda Trott - U11s Development Squad  

Elyse Stringer - U12s Squad 

Eva Sheldon - U12s Squad 

Holly Wilson -  U12s Squad 

Lucy Martin - U13s Squad 

Isla Stringer - U14s Squad 

Bridget Watts -  U14 Squad 

Manvir Kaur - U14s Squad 

Lucy Martin Absent from photo 
 

MIss Abby Tilburg  
Netball Coordinator  
 
 
OAGS Touch Football Update  
 
OAGS Mini Touch Football Competition  
The OAGS Mini Competition has been running exceptionally well throughout Term 4! All students 
are learning and developing new skills of the game they love. I would like to say a massive thank 
you to all of the helpers; Isla Stringer, Charli Hunter, Leah Phiri, Lucy Martin, Amelie Fowler, Isaac 
Clarke, Megan Cox & Lily Martin.  
Students participating and helping in the OAGS Mini Touch Football competition will be receiving a medal at the OAGS 
Sports Presentation Night  
 

  

    
 
Important Dates: 
 

Week 5 - Monday 16th OAGS Mini Competition  
Week 6 - Monday 23rd OAGS Mini Competition  
Week 7 - Monday 30th OAGS Mini Competition (LAST DAY OF COMPETITION!). Students will receive their medallions 
at the OAGS Sports Presentation assembly.  

 



                                       
U11 Cyclones Coach Jane Chung  - Angus Kermode, Cameron Ingham, 
Charlie Davis, Hayden Blowes, Joe Martin, Liam Postma, Sam Butt & Thomas 
Chung 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
U13 Tornadoes Coaches Archie Sipple & Bryce Elsegood- Adeoluwa 
Aborisode, Alex Jarrett, Ben Polley, Greg Finlay, James Butt, Joshua 
Wheeler, Kayne Birkin, Nicholas Irwin &  Oscar Paul 
 

 
 
U13 Twisters Coaches 
Emily Patterson & Grace Stringer - Ava Cameron, Elyse Stringer, Hallie Ellice, 
Joceyln Blair, Macey Paul, Paula Camargo Rivera, Sarah Patterson &  Scarlett 
Petty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
U13 Whirlpools Coach Trent Rengger - Bella Blowes, Celeste 
Rengger, Cherry Kaipu, Ebony Doherty, Eva Sheldon , Isabella 
Vucak, Jasmine Griffiths, Lucie Fowler & Ruby De Graaff 
 
U13 Hurricanes Coaches Abby Tilburg & Elli Wilson - Candice Namenda, Charli Hunter, Eva Nyers-Saunders, Isabella Turk, 
Josie Fuller, Leah Phiri, Lylah Doherty, Manvir Kaur & Olivia Jeffress 

 
U15 Blizzards Coach Lily Martin - Annabelle Wrigley, Claudia Horan, Holly lane, Isla 
Stringer, Jemma Curtin, Kate McMaster, Lucy Martin, Sharon Dawo, Snigda Kaipu 
& Sylvia De Graaff 
 
 
 
U15 Tsunamis Coach Chris Doyle - 
Brodie Wilson, Harry brown, Marley 
Ash, Mitchell Wheeler, Oslen 
Kennedy, Seamus Dwyer, Andrew 
Ingham, Isaac Clarke, Keegan 
Willis & Charlie Colgan 
 
 
 

Miss Abby Tilburg  
Touch Football Coordinator  
 

 
 
 



                                       
OAGS Triathlon  
 
During Term 4, a group of secondary students have been training for the inaugural OAGS Triathlon. During weekly sport, 
these students have focused on running, fitness, swimming and cycling skills. On Wednesday the 2nd of December, these 
students will put these skills altogether to complete in a full triathlon at Gosling Creek Reserve. For many of these students, 
it will be their first time completing a triathlon, which is a huge achievement. I am so proud of the commitment and 
perseverance these students have shown during weekly sport.  
 
Miss Stephanie Harrison 
Triathlon Coach 

          
 
Music in 2021 
It has been a difficult year for the musicians of OAGS and we are 
all looking forward to what will hopefully be a better 2021 full of 
opportunities, performances and new experiences. The following 
is a short guide to 2021 for parents and students, both old and new. 
  
A short survey will be sent out next week to all parents of students 
currently taking lessons, please take a moment to help us with planning for music tutors by 
filling it out. 

  
Is your child currently learning an instrument with one of our wonderful tutors? If they are and 
you wish to continue in 2021 then all you need to do for now is fill in the survey and let your 
tutor know that you intend to continue. If you know you will not be going on or you are 
leaving the school, please also let your tutor know. 
  
Are you interested in having your child start instrumental lessons or singing lessons in 2021? 
For now, you don’t need to do anything. Information regarding the beginner programmes 
and commencing tuition on instruments such as piano, voice, guitar and drums will be sent 
out in January. There will also be a chance to try out instruments early in the new school year 

for those interested in wind and brass.  
  
Is your child currently playing in an ensemble? Information regarding ensembles will be sent out in January, for the time 
being there is no need to indicate your intention regarding ensembles. We hope to be able to offer the full range of 
ensembles that we currently run as well as some new groups in 2021. 
  
Beginner Band & Beginner Strings Programme 2021. Recruitment for these programmes will take place early in the school 
year. This is a great way to start off on a string, wind, brass or percussion instrument with group tuition and instrument hire 
all rolled into a package with an affordable fee. 
  
Goodbye Kylie 
Our flute tutor, Kylie Gregory, who has been at OAGS for seven years will be finishing up 
with us at the end of the term. Kylie has been a truly inspirational teacher who has worked 
with many of our flute students as well as the flute ensemble, she will be sorely missed. 
Kylie will be expanding her role with SEED Pediatric Services as an Occupational Therapist. 
Arrangements are in the pipeline to cater for for current flute students. 
  
Performing Arts Showcase 2020 
  
Tuesday 8th December, 1pm - 3:20 in the Hangar.  
  
Don’t forget! Our Showcase is shaping up to be a cracking celebration of our incredible students who can pull together 
amazing performances even in difficult circumstances. Our dancers, actors, and musicians will finally take to the stage 
and you don’t want to miss it!  
On arrival all visitors will be prompted to sign in via an event QR code, website or manually. Sign in stations will be located 
at the entry gates for the events. Outside of event times, signing in at the administration building is mandatory.  



                                       
Here is a link to a playlist of many of the songs featured in the showcase - great for kids who enjoy 
hearing familiar songs and you might even get a sneak preview performance from your child! 
Mr Annett & Mrs Colgan  
Music Department 

 
Food Technology  
This term, the Stage 5 Food Technology class have been looking at the current trends associated with 
food. One of the major trends which has been on the rise for the past few years has been food 
photography, particularly in advertising and social media. The students were tasked with the 
challenge of making everyday simple foods, such as sandwiches, soups and spag bol, look decadent 
and media worthy. The class looked at the features which play a role in making the food more 
aesthetically pleasing, including garnishing and decorating, plating styles and photography features. 

The students not only had to style the food, but also prepare and make the food. The students are to be congratulated 
on their amazing efforts in this task.  
 

            
   
Mrs Amanda Jewell 
Food Technology Teacher  
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